
The Texas Historical Commission provides the following examples of 
cemetery rules for informational purposes only.  

 

Cemetery organizations should refer to Health and Safety Code Sec. 
711.031 regarding the authority to adopt and enforce rules.  



ATHENS CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 

RULES AND REGULATIONS 

Adopted by the Athens Cemetery Association Board of Directors on November 20, 2019 

The Rules and Regulations have been established by the Board of Directors of the Athens Cemetery 

Association ("ACA"). Any changes, alterations or additions to these Rules and Regulations must be by 

the actions of the Board. Exceptions to these Rules and Regulations must be approved by the Executive 

Committee and acted upon by the Board of Directors. 

I. VISITORS

RULES GOVERNING CEMETERY GROUNDS 

The Athens Cemetery Association cordially welcomes lot owners and the public to the Cemetery 

grounds. All visitors are asked to observe the following rules in the interest of all lot owners and 

for the protection of these sacred grounds. 

A. Contact the ACA via U.S. Mail at PO Box 1296, Athens, TX 75751-1296 or through its web 

site, www.athenstxcemetery.com or by phone (903) xxx-xxxx.

B. Hours are 6:00 AM until 8:00 PM every day of the year.

C. Pets are not permitted in the Cemetery. The only exception to this rule is service dogs.

D. Picnicking or taking food on the grounds is not permitted with the exception of family 

picnics which may be held under the arbor to the northeast of the main gate.

E. Portable chairs and stools are welcome during a visit, but must be removed when 

leaving the Cemetery.

F. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

G. Requests or complaints should be directed to the President of the ACA and must be in 

writing. All requests and complaints will be promptly acted upon.

H. The Athens Cemetery is sacred ground. Visitors must observe the Cemetery speed limit 

of 10 miles per hour.

I. The ACA recognizes that the display of flowers is traditional in all cemeteries. However,

improper display of withered or faded flowers left at grave sites can detract from the

appearance of the Cemetery and cause significant maintenance problems. The following

rules apply to the display of flowers:

l. Flowers must be displayed in vases permanently attached to the tombstone or in

brackets attached to the top of the monument. Visitors and space owners are

required to use these methods for the display of flowers.

2. Placing cut, live or artificial flowers or plants on the ground at a grave site is not

permitted.
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landscaping within the lot. Trees, shrubs and flowers may be planted to suit the owner's 

requirements. 

B. The ACA will, on a regular schedule, mow, irrigate, trim and fertilize Custom Lots. Should

the family desire special landscaping on the lot, activities such as planting, weeding of

beds, pruning of shrubs and trees, and mulching are the responsibility of the lot owner.

C. Curbing, if desired may be located as need within the confines of the lot. Curbing must

be poured in place, reinforced concrete with a minimum 4 inches thickness, and flush

with the turf grade level.

D. Wrought iron fences, if desired, are to be 3 feet maximum height above existing grade

and must be installed on concrete curbing to facilitate maintenance.

E. The ACA requires the owner to submit a dimensional sketch for Board approval of

owner's monument and landscaping plans prior to installation.

F. Board approval of number 5 above will be primarily based on the aesthetics and

appropriateness of the improvements.

Approved and adopted this 20th day of November 2019 by the Athens Cemetery Association Board of 

Directors. 

ATTEST: 

Steve Grant, President Randy Daniel, Secretary 
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Cottondale Cemetery Association 
Rules and Regulations 

(This is displayed as signage at cemetery gate) 

The adornment of gravesites shall be consistent with others in the 
cemetery to preserve appearance and safe maintenance. 

PERMITTED DECORATIONS ARE: 

 Fresh or artificial flowers in a monument vase (no glass
containers) in a securely-fitting, no rust monument saddle or
placed in-ground and close to the gravestone

 Small flags may be placed near a gravestone for Memorial Day, the
Fourth of July and Veterans Day and removed within one week

DECORATIONS NOT PERMITTED: 

 Glass of any kind
 Statues
 Figurines
 Rocks
 Toys
 Any wood, metal or plastic objects stuck in the ground (other that

for flowers close to the gravestone)
 Stands or metal legs used to elevate floral decorations
 Candles
 Balloons
 Fencing or borders around a grave
 Lights
 Wind chimes
 Pinwheels
 Flower pots

Decorations will be removed when they become dead, faded, broken, 
blown away from the site or they are prohibited. 

Headstones must be set within one year of burial (granite, marble, or 
standard memorial materials).  Any alternate material requested 
requires express approval following a majority vote by the Cottondale 



Cemetery Association trustees.  If a wooden cross is an adornment, in 
addition to a marker, the wooden cross may remain 30 days.  If a 
wooden cross is placed as a single temporary marker, it may remain up 
to one year.   

Thank you 
Cottondale Cemetery Association Board of Trustees 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

OF THE 

JONES CEMETERY 

103 Jones Cemetery Road 
Kendalia, Texas  78027 

The Jones Cemetery (hereafter known as “cemetery”) was established in the mid-1850s as 
a quiet, beautiful resting place for the departed love ones.  The goal in forming rules and 
regulations governing the cemetery is to maintain its historic beauty and high standards of 
safety. Anything which would mar the general beauty and harmony of the cemetery must 
be avoided.  Peace and good order must prevail and the sacredness of the place be 
maintained at all times.  It is to this end that the Rules and Regulations of the Jones 
Cemetery (hereafter known as “Rules and Regulations”) have been adopted. 

REGULATION I

PERMISSION FOR WORK AND 

LIABILITY FOR DAMAGES 

No person shall perform any work within the cemetery except with the permission of and 
in accordance with the Board of Directors (hereafter known as “Directors”) of the Jones 
Cemetery Association (hereafter known as “Association”). Any person performing work 
in the cemetery without permission shall be liable to the Association for the cost of 
restoring the cemetery to the condition that it was in before the work was done.  All owners 
of interment rights, visitors, contractors, or anyone engaged in placing, erecting or 
repairing any memorial or performing any work on burial plots or anywhere within the 
cemetery grounds shall be subject to said Rules and Regulations and amendments as shall 
be adopted by the Directors. 

REGULATION II

GRAVE SITES

Each individual plot is five (5) feet wide and ten (10) feet long.  Plots that have been 
purchased but are no longer wanted may be returned back to the Association for the original 
purchase price minus a $20.00 filing fee per plot.  Such plots may not be transferred or sold 
to other parties, nor will the Association approve the sale or transfer of plots to other parties. 

One grave space may contain one (1) body burial and/or one (1) cremation.  Graves and 
cremations must be sufficiently deep so that all buried remains, vaults and urns are at least 
eighteen (18) inches below the surface. Liners for the casket are required for internment 
due to the sinking of the cemetery's ground. 

REGULATION III 

CARE AND DECORATION OF PLOTS 
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PLACING OF OBJECTS ON PLOTS. 
No objects except a permanent grave marker,small flags, and flowers shall be placed on 
any plot.  Flags and flowers if deemed worn, frayed, discolored, unsightly,deteriorated, or 
obscene will be removed at the Association's discretion. 

ORNAMENTATION.  The placing of benches, chairs, trellises, arbors, glass jars, tin cans, 
toys, wood chips, banners, balloons, gravel and stones is prohibited.   Decorative items or 
wreaths are not permitted on the cemetery’s fencing around the perimeter of the cemetery.  
All decorative items installed without prior permission will be removed by the Directors 
and disposed of without prior notice. The Directors have no responsibility to return such 
items to its owner and has the right to make such removals when in their judgment it is in 
the best interests of the cemetery.   

FENCING AND CURBING.  No enclosure of any nature as fencing, edging, curbing, 
ditches, hedge or other structure shall be installed to create a barrier or to mark the location 
of a grave or the boundaries of a cemetery lot.  Owners are asked to contacted the directors 
before installation of any nature including edgings and curbing. 

TREES, SHRUBS AND PLANTS.  Permanent plantings are not permitted on grave sites 
or any other part of the cemetery grounds. The Directors have the right to remove any 
inappropriate and/or withered flowers, potted plants, and wreaths, and have no 
responsibility to return such items to its owner. Flower receptacles are permitted, but must 
be constructed of metal, plastic, stone or clay.  They may be part of or attached to the 
headstone or monument, but may not extend beyond the maximum dimensions allowed for 
the headstone or monument.  The Directors may remove natural flowers that have died, 
artificial flowers that have deteriorated, and broken flower receptacles. 

CARE AND UPKEEP OF GRAVE SITES:  Plot owners or next of kin are responsible 
for cleanup and removal of flowers and other decorations used at interment within 30 days 
of interment and for the general and continued maintenance of the grave site, which 
includes filling, leveling and cleanup of the site itself and straightening, cleaning, resetting 
and repairing headstones, flat markers and monuments.  The Directors may remove any 
items that have deteriorated or are deemed obnoxious or not in keeping with the character 
of the cemetery. 

The beauty and continuity of the cemetery depends on the cooperative efforts of 
all families who have loved ones in the cemetery’s care. 

REGULATION IV 

MONUMENTS, HEADSTONES AND FLAT MARKERS 

Monuments, headstones, and flat markers (hereafter known as “monuments”) must be 
placed entirely within the plot and at least six (6) inches inside the plot boundaries on all 
sides. Neither a headstone nor a monument may exceed 4 feet wide, 3 1/2 feet high and 1 
foot deep for a single plot, and 9 feet wide, 3 ½ feet high and 1 foot deep for a double plot. 
Flat markers may not be higher than 1 foot. Without written approval from the Directors 
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of the Jones Cemetery Association, a maximum of one headstone or monument and one 
flat marker is allowed per plot site.  Mausoleums are prohibited. 

REGULATION V 

CONDUCT ON CEMETERY GROUNDS 

Possession or use of alcohol or any drug abuse is forbidden on cemetery grounds. Violators 
shall be subject to prosecution for criminal trespass in addition to any other applicable 
criminal charges. 

All persons are reminded that the cemetery grounds are sacredly devoted to the burial of 
the deceased, and that the provisions and penalties of law, as provided by statute, will be 
strictly enforced in all cases of disturbance and disregard of the Rules and Regulations of 
the cemetery. 

The Directors of the Association reserve the right to amend without notice these Rules and 
Regulations.   

Copies of these Rules and Regulations shall be distributed to the present owners of plots 
and to owners of plots at time of purchase, and to persons making general inquiries or 
interment arrangements.     

Acceptance of the Rules and Regulations of the Jones Cemetery was approved by the Board 
of Directors of the Jones Cemetery Association on September 30, 2014. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we hereby affix our signatures and acknowledgments this 

_____ day of ________________, 2015. 

         ___________________________________ 
Linda Howard 
Director/President 

          ____________________________________ 
Candice DuCoin 
Director/Vice-President 

___________________________________ 
Aline Wright 
Director/Secretary-Treasurer 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF ________ 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this _____ day of _______________, 2015, 
personally appeared Linda Howard, Director and President of the Jones Cemetery Association, 
known to me to be the person who executed the foregoing and acknowledged to me that she 
executed the same for the purposes therein expressed. 

____________________________________ 
Notary Public, State of Texas 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF __________ 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this _____ day of _______________, 2015, 
personally appeared Candice DuCoin, Director and Vice-President of the Jones Cemetery 
Association, known to me to be the person who executed the foregoing and acknowledged to me 
that she executed the same for the purposes therein expressed. 

___________________________________ 
Notary Public, State of Texas 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

THE STATE OF TEXAS 

COUNTY OF ________ 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this _____ day of _______________, 2015, 
personally appeared Aline Wright, Director and Secretary-Treasurer of the Jones Cemetery 
Association, known to me to be the person who executed the foregoing and acknowledged to me 
that she executed the same for the purposes therein expressed. 

____________________________________ 
Notary Public, State of Texas 
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
JONES CEMETERY ASSOCIATION 

DONATION FORM 

I,the owner/family of a plot located within the boundaries of the Jones 
Cemetery would like to donate to the maintenance of the common 

ground of the cemetery in the amount of: Please circle amount 

$25   $50  $75  $100  Other amount_$_____ 

Please make all checks payable to Jones Cemetery Association 

Your donation to the maintenance of the Jones Cemetery is greatly 
appreciated and will assure that the cemetery remains beautiful. 

Please cut with scissors on the dotted lines and send to: 

Jones Cemetery, PO Box 391, Kendalia, Tx 78027 



 Madisonville Cemetery Association Restrictions 

Monuments, Headstones, and Markers 

 Designs for all monuments, headstones, and markers must be
approved by the Board of the Madisonville Cemetery
Association. No statues or designs that are inconsistent with a
sense of dignity and respect will be permitted.

 Only natural stone markers will be allowed (i.e. white, gray,
pink, or black granite)

 Motifs on monuments, headstones, and markers must be
superimposed and part of the monument.

 All monuments, headstones, and markers must be monolithic,
regardless of the theme.

 No stone may bear anything of an advertising nature.
 No monument, headstone or marker will be placed on the lot

unless the lot is paid for.

Use of Property:  Planting and Decorations 

 No shrubs or trees will be planted without the approval of the
Board of The Madisonville Cemetery Association.

 No flowerbeds will be allowed.
 Enclosures (borders) for family lots will be allowed if they are

concrete and sit even with the ground level. Landscape
timbers, plastic fencing, and bricks are not allowed.

 Vigil or solar lights are not permitted.
 Urns for flowers should either be of non-breakable material or

be a permanent fixture to the headstone, monument, or
marker. There should be no glass vases.



 Potted plants, baskets, and flowers will be permitted at Easter,
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and Memorial Day or any other
day that commemorates a special occasion including, but not
limited to, a birthday or anniversary. Wreaths or sprays of
natural evergreens are allowed during the Christmas season.
All such decorations are to be removed ten (10) days after the
specific holiday or as soon as they become faded or unsightly.
Maintenance crews will periodically discard all real and/or
artificial flowers and decorations that have faded, are broken, or
deemed inappropriate by the Board of Madisonville Cemetery
Association.

 The cemetery will not be responsible for any flowers,
decorations, holders, other devices or receptacles placed on a
grave.

Conduct of Visitors 

 No person shall, within cemetery limits, gather any wild or
cultivated flowers, or disturb any floral design or vase.

 No person shall write upon or mark on any monument,
gravestone or other structure planned or designed as a
memorial for the deceased.

 No person shall ride a bicycle within cemetery limits, except a
lot owner, for purposes of visiting his own lot or deceased
member.

 No person shall enter or remain in a cemetery for any purpose
other than to attend a funeral, care for a lot or grave, or visit a
lot or grave.

 No person shall engage in loud talking or boisterous conduct of
any sort in the cemetery, nor bring refreshments or alcoholic
beverages into the cemetery.



 No person taking care of his own lot or the lot of another shall
leave weeds, flowers, grass, or rubbish of any sort on any other
lot or on any of the paths or roads of the cemetery.

 No person shall place, throw, deposit, discharge or cause to be
placed, thrown, deposited or discharged, any trash, bottles,
cans, refuse, garbage, debris, scrap waste, or any other
material of any kind on any path, road, lot or any land within the
cemetery limits.

 Any person found to be in violation of any of the above
provisions of the city ordinances, or of any cemetery rules or
regulations, shall be subject to prosecution to the maximum
extent allowable under all applicable laws, regulations, rules,
and ordinances.

 The provisions shall not be applicable to any cemetery
employee, any member of the police or fire departments, or any
other city employee if compliance with such provision would
interfere with the ability of the employee to properly perform the
duties of his position.

 Maintenance

 Maintenance is under the direction and supervision of the
Board of The Madisonville Cemetery Association.  This
includes: upkeep of lots including mowing and trimming of
grass; removal of unsightly decorations, trimming of trees and
shrubs.

 This maintenance does not include trimming of bushes or trees
on individual lots.



Disinterment 

 For a Disinterment, a Funeral Director must be engaged to
ensure compliance with state laws. During any disinterment, no
person other than the cemetery personnel, Funeral Directors,
law enforcement, or Vault Company Personnel shall be allowed
within one hundred feet of gravesite.



RULES MOFFAT CEMETERY ASSOCIATION Revised October 8, 2016 

THE FOLLOWING RULES AND REGUATIONS ARE SUGGESTED TO INSURE UNIFORM MAINTENANCE AND DEVELOPMENT: 

1. All lots shall be utilized for human remains interment purposes only and without discrimination as to race,

color, creed, or national origin.

2. All lots shall be sold in designated areas only.

3. No lot may be resold, except back to the Association and only for the original purchase price.

4. At the time of your purchase, your plot will be marked at each corner by wooden stakes and/or iron rods.

For future location information, you should mark the lot with name or initials on markers for your heirs to

locate, or put curbs around the lot. (Note: Do NOT Curb Walkways!)

All curbs shall be flat and not more than 2 inches high over and above the existing ground elevation.

Family members and other responsible persons should be notified as to the location and your desires for

the use thereof. Notify us with information before each burial.

5. No fence and/or fence posts may be erected on any lot.

6. No shrubs or trees may be planted or allowed on any lot. (Tree roots will affect surrounding lots.) And,

you may NOT plant trees or shrubs outside of your lot, or in walkways/ Weed-killer is applied seasonally!

**Please note: The Moffat Cemetery is not a perpetual care cemetery. {If you choose not to follow these Rules, you forfeit 

all volunteer care of your lot.) All Cemetery maintenance is funded strictly from interest on donations (and we actively solicit 

more donations), and from occasional lot sales, which will cease upon final sales. (All donations are tax deductible.) 

Prices as of May 1, 2012: (For purchase of multiple plots, each additional plot will be $150 per plot.) 

1 plots, $200.00 2 plots, $350.00 3 plots, $500.00 

5 plots, $800.00 6 plots, $950.00 7 plots, $1100.00 

4 plots, $650.00 

8 plots, $1250.00 

Lots are currently available in Sections F, H, and I only. By-laws of the Association will be furnished upon request, 

or may be viewed on our website, www.moffatcemetery.org. For sales, contact Lee Billeck, Director of Lot Sales, 

at 254.xxx.xxxx. For more information, contact Ruth Beck, Treasurer, at 254.xxx.xxxx, or Laura Vanlier, 

Secretary/Historian, at 254.xxx.xxxx. (Prices may rise from time to time, as needed, by vote of Board Members.) 

Family Heritage & Record Keeping 

Please visit our website: www.MoffatCemetery.org. We would like to be sure that our records are as accurate as 

possible. If you notice that we have missed adding some of your family information, please let us know. We are 

now requesting that all families notify us before a burial takes place, even if you purchased your plots many years 

ago. The funeral homes will not give us your information, unless specifically told to do so, by the family. We want 

to be sure that your family records are preserved for future generations. If you have family or friends who have 

moved away from this area, please ask them to send us their contact information. We would love to send them a 

Newsletter. If they no longer have a desire to be buried here, they may wish to sell their plots back to Moffat 

Cemeterv Association. oer our Bv-Laws. 

*Please see insert if you'd like to submit a bid for doing our MCA Ground Maintenance.*




