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Spotlight on

Rockwall
(Populationapprox. 9,028

Downtown Rockwall: The

New Find in North Texas

A growing communitipcated??2
miles east of dentown Dallas on
the eastern shore of Lake Ray
Hubbard, Rockwdltias beea de&-
ignaed Texas Main Street @iyce
2009

The revitalizgon of downtown
Rockwall has truly come about
throughthe effors of many people
working bgether for a common
goal.lts rebirth legan when the
Rockwall City Caoeil applied for
and was chosen as an offi2z(3)9
Texas Main Street city.
Rockwal | ' groghami n
has paneredwith the Rockwall
Old Town Shoppes, atige
Friends of Dowtown,to attract
great restaants, retail shopping,
and thousands of visitors aatiyu
Downtown Rockwall isowa des-
tination for social and ententai
ment activities for Rockwallires
dents andourists fronthe entire
North Texas area.

Since 2009, the Main Street Aalvis
ry Board s awarded 1&fde

and sign grantstaling $16,000,
whichhas allowetherchants to
improve the exterior of their bl

ings. The facade
grant program is
funded by the city
as well as a contr
bution from
CommunityBank.
Building facelifts
in the dgtrict are
impactful and
have spurred bt
ers to makem-
provements to
their properties.
Public and private
renvestment in
downtowntotals
$2.5million since
the inception of
the program. lta
er this year, a tro
erapproved bond
project for dow-
town improwe-
ments wl begin,
S taddifige$B.625 i
lion to the rei-
vestment total
when completed.

The enhargnents
will includestreet
and sidewaller
construction
more parking and
pedestrian areas,
street landspang,
lighting, signagand furnikings
The passage of the libproject
speaks to the enthusiasnzeits
have tevard thighriving down-
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The historic courthouse square in downtown Rockwall.

town. It confirms a desire by the
members of the Rockwall commm
nity to preserve the heart of Roc
wall.



Fa-ade and sign

grant

Street), Fouters
Day, Just for Kids

recipient for the

day, RiERub and
Run,Scare on the
Squargand the Old
Town Chrigmas
Market.

For more info-
mation, plase call
Bethany Goldeat
972.775400 orsee
WWW.mainstreet.roc
kwall.com

b uitdud i ng

rendering (left: before facade improvement; middle: Texas Main Street design rendering; right: after)

Property values in the downtown
district increased 34 percent in the
last 10yearsand sales tax calle
tions increased by 30rpent since
2009 Five additional restaurants
have opened dawown since the
Rockwall Main Street Prograe: b
gan.

Gl

Top: Downtown Farmers Market

Bottom: Music on the courthouse lawn at the Rib,
Rub and Run, a new downtown in 2009 after the

city entered the Main Street program.

Volunteerism has increased dtama
ically since the aé@n of the Main
Street program igiowrtown. A
network of 4660 vdunteers has
been establisheghd more than
2,500volunteer hours have been
tracked since 2009. The city holds
an annual Janteer reception in
September in downtowrafe
turing live music, cocktails
and
the invitation list includes
more Main Street vaiteers
every year. Youth invelv
ment in Main Street has been
great with Boy Scout troups
volunteering to carry wate
melons for customers at the
downtown farmers market as
well as providing cold water
on ha summer days. The
Rockwall Youth Advisory
Council has reached out to
Main Street to help build an
additional volunteer rectui
ment pogram througlits
Fa@book page

Today something exciting
happeningdowntown 26
weekends of the year, irtlu
ing theFarmers Met @
collaborative effort of the
Friends of Downtown R&e

heavy Hor s

wall and Rockwall Main
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Downtown volunteers decorate every
year for fall and Christmas.

Thanks to Bethany G&adekwall
Main Strebtanagdorprovidirthis
aricle.
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FOCUS ON MAIN
STREET DESIGN
Bricks:

Strength in Pa  tterns

In January at the annual Main
Street Manager training, Patrick
Sparks, a structural @reger, was a
featured guest speaker. In his
preserdtion, he touched on brick
patterns as a form of structural st
bility. This desigarticlefollows up
on some of thenformation Sparks
introduced to dcuss and illustrate
bricks and how they provide stru
tural stabiity as well as interesting
pdterns.

Brick faces (shown in bluddw)

are identified by theirientation.
Most typcally seen on the facade is
the strether face of the brick with
the long narrow side exposed.
Turning the brick and laying it with
the shorter side exposed is called g
header brick.

e

STRETCHER HEADER

Other brick face orientations are:

—r !

SHINER OR HEADER OR SAILOR SOLDIER
RowLock RowLock
STRETCHER  HEADER

Bricks are rather small byrthe
selves, (standard U.S. size igl8 x
x 2%4 inches) buiogether in a wall
theyaregiven the respondliby of
holdingup huge buildings. Hisier
cally, brick walls were loadribea
and were constructed thick tgpsu
port the height of the bdihg. The
taller the building, the thicker the
wal was at the base.

As many young people learned
playing with biding blocks,

stacking sarmsze blocks on top of
each other is not the strongest
design choi¢cand often ended in a
toppled tower (see Stacked Bond
image). By staggering the bricks
(see Setcher Bond or Running
Bond image), the weight is
distributed over a wider area,
avoiding a continuous, vertically
aligned break. The basic brick
pattern with the mortar lines
matching up every other row
emerges.

STETCHER BOND OR
RunniNG BonD

STACK(ED) BOND

In order to get the brick walls
thicker and stronger, the vertically
stacked bricks wererteected by
changing the brick orientatidn.
layer of verticallgtacked brick is
called a wythe, a horizontal row is
called a course. The term wythe is
commonly used to describe the
depth of the wallFor example, a
masonry wall eoprised of three
layers of brick from the exterior to
interior would be three wythes
thick.

The picture below illustrates the
stretchers and headers used ibget
er.The row of heders ties the two
wythes of brickagether s that the
entire degt of the wall acts as a
unit. Tying the bricksogether is
important so that two or moreyia
ers

STRETCHERS AND HEADERS
Usep TOGETHER
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don’'t pull a

The overhead plan shows how
chamging brick orientation could be
extended several courses for a very
thick interconnded studywall.

OVERHEAD PLAN: 3 BRICKS THICK

Water is always a patial roblem

for any building. Wth its porous
compositionbrick can draw rai
water or humidity inti, therefore
into the walls. Problems arise if this
water cannot escape. To aidéa w
ter drainage, cavity \galeren-
troduced in the 19th century and
gained widespread use in the 1920s.
As its name describes, dtyavall
allows for a space ietlveen brick
wythes for water to evaporate or
drain through the litom of the

wall through spaces iatlveen the
bricks. These spaces where the
mortar is purposelgft out are

called weep hol&strengthis
commonlyadded though méal

ties that connect the interior and
exgerior brick wythes.

The following photo shows ax-e
terior view of a brick wall with
weep holesThis is not a case of a
poor matar job, so repointing for
missing mortar in thisea is not
needed.

part .

WEeep HoLES

Page3



EXTERIOR INTERIOR structural load, MAIN STREET AROUND

brick on the
WytHE WYyTHE exterior facade THE STATE
J J could be added Brenham .
more as a Brenham Main Street heldsiés-
metic skinlea- ondannual Uptown Wine Swirl in
® MEeTAL TIE © : e Downtown Bre@xham netting more
= = ing possibilies than $12,000 for ittowntown i-
(=) =—— = for new bri&- . ’
= AIR SPACE - work cesigns centive grant pgram.
(11] o that were less Colorado City
G FLASHING IE‘S ];ct)fl;tstfrglosr;sbil- Colorado City Main Streedardi-
14 g it nated with the Chamber of i@e
g WEeEeP HoLE = ol E Y- merce and Board of EconomieD
wi Lo - w velopment to host a meetire-
1 FOUNDATON—DO' 4 s = Bfe Igw arz_a_l few sented by the Texas Tech Univers
LL - AQ,- o OI lt) _el'ira ltio- ty Small Busess Development
8 o | \?vithngri eﬁg(ier:ns Center it wasenitled“Small Buis
—_/H stru:turgl Stabi ness Challenges in Meg the Oil
Cavity WALL Cross SECTION ity that are still Boont' to help the local small

business owners find new amd i

usel today, even novative ways to nduct bugess

With technologicabdaances, the though they are ) ,
inner brick wythe (seen in theieav | commonly a mere cosmetic add tcegsr T%elzjregwh tre rt]hg 0 Goom
ty wall cross section) was commo tion. Take a look next timmu peop.lein atendance
ly replaced with metalfinang that walk aroundiowntown, you may :
could takehe load a thick asonry notice these patterns, anda®s v

. . ernon
wall histoically would have taken. even more éb@rate ones.

Vernon Main Sb-r eef

The inner cavity spacecame a rity Waiter Dinnein Februarye-

popular area for addintsulation Thanks to Sarah Blankenstag, Te
by the 1970sind was commonly Main Street Project Design A$sistant ]tcgg (;23/?1:2\?\/: irl]fs?g; ?n?pur;e/d
required in building codes by the providing thiscetiand illleions.

ments and beautificatiddnder

this physicalmprovement grant
programVMS does naspend this
money directlynstead, ingiduals,
nonprofits, civic groups, service
clubs, or government agees ca
apply for a dolldior-dollar match

to any downtown beautitmon
(such as laiscaping, benches, trash
cans, street lamps, upgraded-har
scape treatments, plazas, parks,
public art, etc.)lheyare required
Common Bono EncList Bonp to go through design review and a
sensible prass of chédéngoff

with other affected patrties.

1990s. With framing taking the

Winnsboro

Winnsboro Main Street will eel
bratelOyears as a Texas Main
Street city with a ceremony at

FLemisH BonD FLemisH Cross Bonp 103(hm at the dOWI’]tOWI’] depOt
and a reception fowing at the
Traditional brick patterns with origins in structural stability that are still used today. Center 6r the Arts at 200 Market
St
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Texas Main Street 2013

First L ady @& Tour

March 28

As is tradition in Texas Main Street
new cities are welcomed to the
program each year witcelebrai-

ry visit from the First &dy of Te-

as Everyone is invited and mapa
ers and board members frorh fe
low Texas Main Street cities are
encouaged to thend and support
these cities. This year, the schedulg
is:

March28,Thursday
9:36-10:45a.m. Childress
1:30-2:45 p.m. San Augustine
5:306-6:45 p.m. Cuero

All celebrations will be outside in
downtown—justlook for the
crowds.

Preservation Month

Activities in Texas

May is National Preservation
Month and is a time to eptate
historic places in your city and to
educate the local community about
the importance of presetion.

The National Trust for Historic
Preservation hasvariety of activ
ties listed on their website
www.preservationnation.org/take
action/preservatiomonth as well
as a sample preservation proatam
tion at
Www.preservationnation.org/take
action/preservation
month/proclamation.html

Following argust a few of the
manyPreservation Month or
preservation exation activities
from Texas Main Street cities in
2012:

Amarillo
Center City of Amarillo pgaered
with the Amarillo High SchookR

Polk Street Schools

Historical Marker Dedication

p— =
- —

Historical marker dedication of the his-
toric Polk Street Schools served as
preservation project for Center City of
Amarillo.

union Classes and gave a $10,000
grant for a Idorical marker that

was placed at the site of the origing
Amarilo Schools on Polk Street.
The nmarker shows the history of
the Little Red School House, the
Elizabeth Nixson Junior High and
the Amarillo High School, which
burned in 1970. More than 250
people attended the dedication and
ceremony. The ceremony wal-pu
licized on radio, television and
newspaper. Partnghips included
Amarillo College, Amarillo High
Reunion Classes, the Amarillo-Se
ior Citizens Association (which
occupies the remaining High
School streture) and the city of
Amarllo.

Center City also partnered with the
art students from Hg Cross
Catholic High School to publish a
calendar with historic photos paireg
with original artwork from theust
dents inspired by the historicoph
tos. This calendar was sold loy st
dents and by Center City for $15 of

2/$25 as a fundraiser. The 18

Texas Main Street Prograkhain Street MatterdMarch 2013

month céendar was intended to be
a keepsake for nostalgic collectors.

Bastrop

In May, 2012, an Austin ISzl
mentary school brought 7 third
grade class to Bastrop on a field
trip. The groups heard from a re
enactomt the historic Kerr Center
about Josiah Visrgerandhis
scalping; heard a presentatibthe
higoric Bastrop Opera Houge-
en by the Bastrop Main StrBes-
gram (BMSPDirector about how
communities formed and learned
about elements of building drch
tecture; took a walk along Main
Street witlBMSP volunteers to
find architecturabuilding details
pictured on a searger hunt page

calledrinders Keepr s "edthe i s i

historic 1889 bank building which
houses the Bastrop Visitor Center;
had an escorted tour of the old
Bastrop jail building, cird® and
finished the trip with lunch on the
CountyCourthouse lawiThe

event was so successful that it has
been added tihe Austin ISCTur-
riculum for May 2013.

!‘inder!{eepers
q 2N\
Discover Historic B

Bastrop features a Finders Keep-
ers scavenger hunt of architectural
building details for children during
Preservation Month.

Page5


http://www.preservationnation.org/take-action/preservation-month
http://www.preservationnation.org/take-action/preservation-month
http://www.preservationnation.org/take-action/preservation-month/proclamation.html
http://www.preservationnation.org/take-action/preservation-month/proclamation.html
http://www.preservationnation.org/take-action/preservation-month/proclamation.html

Canyon

The Lunch and Learn fundraiser
for Main Street was held in tlee r
stored Palace Hotiel downtown.
The fundraiser was held on two
dates seating 30 people at each
eventJanice Cranmer, a locakhi
torian and Main Street volunteer,
captivated the aishce with her
amazing sties about Canyon pre
1930s. Both dates wersoid out!
It was veryvell received by the
community.

Kilgore

Kilgore Main Street sponsored a
public showing of the two historic
theaters, the Crim and the Texan,
in downtown in conjunction with a
political candidatefum hosted by
the Kilgore News Herald. The two
theaters @re opened two hours
prior to the forum. The flic was
invited to both theaters to rem
nisce and to vote on what they
thought each theater shouéd b
come. A vting box was provided

at each theater along with itsdist
ry and plbtos and ideas of what
theates could be. Popular conse
sus has it that one theater should b
repurposed as a country dance hal
with the other a pBorming arts
center.

Palestine

In March2012, Main Street spo
sored a Rich History and Living
Secretsistoric building tour. A
behindthe-salesounter tour was
offered of five historic properties.
Property owners and volunteers leq
small groups through the propertieg
and used the time to highlight Main
Street as a cultural and histagic r
source. Then in May dih Street
partnered to host Love Your Old
Buildinghaltday workshop. Se
sions were 385 minutes long and
focused on topics affecting owners
of historic properties. Main Street
partnered with DevelopmentrSe
vices, the Historic Landmark
Commission and three local histo

ic renovabn specialists to provide
programming.

Uvalde

Uval de Main
sign ommittee hosted a workshop
for downtown building and bus
ness owners teit]l
garding the ordinances regjata
sign type, size and placement as p
the Main Seetdis r i ct ’ s
Stamlards

EVENTS

If you would like one of your Main
Street events posted here, email
jill.robinson@thc.state.tx.asleast
three weeks ahead of the month in
which you want thgoging.

March 1617, Mineola

Celebrate th&0h Annual Mieola
Main Street/Amtrak Reels on the
Rails Wine Festival traveling in
Texas Eagle coach cars fromeMin
ola to Fort Worth for a great get
away weekend. For more mfo
mation, see/ww.mineola.com

March 23, Huntsville

Huntsville Main Street is sponso
ing Spring Clean the Squiaoen
9a.m=2 p.m. complete witler
freshmentsindprize drawings ev
ry hour. Call 934.295.2150

il
= 4 owntor

SPONSORED BY THE MAIN STREET PROGRAM
Meet @ the Gazebo on the Courthouse Lawn

.ﬁuze DRAWINGS EVERY HOUR

Fun & helpful way to earn community service hours

. For more information contact Jessica at 936-295-2150

Texas Main Street Prograkhain Street MatterdMarch 2013

Lt r €

eI

April 5-May 10, Huntsville
The Main 8eet Music Series will
featurdocal bands andusicians

e teverl Friday froan@ p.1%1. ordthe

Walker County Courthouse lawn
free to the publidwo bands will

e glay"ni§htlyowitla wide eangé of r

musical genreBowntown stores
will be open late and there wél

D e gift cgrtificate rafflecto use dting

the musiceaies. Snacks and drinks
will also be sold to hefit the Main
Street Rsgram to help keep the
concerts free.

For more informatiorgall
936.2956920 oremail
kmcauliffe@huntsvilletx.gov

April 27, Huntsville

The Huntsville Downtown Biis
ness Allianceill host Wine Down,
Shop Smatb sip, snacland shop
under the stars fohissecond -
nual event from-® p.m.This will
bean eveningf downtownshq-
pingwhile sampling regionalxfe
aswines and fia local cuisin&ey-
eral stores in downtown will be
particpating in lataight sh@ping.
Selected stores withsta unique
winery and itaurant in their shop.
Live music will help set the fun and
festivemood. Shoppersvill be

able tobid on several silent auction
items throughout the night. Tickets
are on salr $30prior to the
eventor $40 on the day of the
event. For more informatiocall
936.291.201 odejavué-
cor2010@yahoo.com

CONFERENCES
League of Historic

American The aters

The League of Historic Aemcan
Theaters (LHAT) is hosting itsr
gional conference in Des from
April 10-11. The theme is Best
Practices foMaximizing Reanues.
The conference includesssens
on fundraising, film pgrams, best
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practicesand moreFor morem-
formation,see
www.lhat.org/programs/dallas_regi

onal.aspx

AWARD APPLICATIONS

Scenic City Certification
TheScenic City Certificationdr
gram a project of Scenic Texas in
cooperation with the Texas Histo
ical Commission, Texas Mupadt
Leagueand several additional par
ners, is currentlycaepting 2013
appli@tions throughpril 30.

The program supplies cities &n o
jective review of existing infrastru
ture ordinances for plic roadways
and public spaces, evaluated again
the Scenic City model. Assessmen
is pointsbasedwith every appl

cant eceiving a detailed, scored
evaluation. Cities earning tighh

est points areectified forfive

years. Thprogram looks broadly
acrosshe community, not just at
downtown Currently there are 36
Certified SceniCities in Texas bu
only a few—Bastrop, Georgetown,
and Graevine are current Main
Street ities.

Visit sceniccitycertification. oimy
contact information and to access
the application, example ordinance
language ancurrent Scenic Cert
fied Cities. Also take advamge of

an houflong TML-hosted wbinar

at 10:30 a.m. on Wednesday, March
6, for a detailed review of theSc
nic City Certification Program
(sceniccityartification.orjyand the
application process. Imfoation
about the wbinar can be found on
the TML website d@inl.orgunder

the Trainingab.

>

March 28

Calendar of Events

Texas Main Street First Lady’ s T o untowrswfeGhidress@mag: 20 1
10:45 a.m.), San Augustine (1:30-p:4% p.m.), and Cuero (5:30 paw5 p.m.).

A March 28, Victoria
Presentation by Jon Schal@m.m=1:30p.m. “ Transform your Busi nathesleddnt o
Welder Center for the Perming Arts, 214 N. Main St., tickets $25 Victoria County and $50 out of coundiyKeenta
rol Stewart at Victoria Main Street Prodraml@VictoriaMainStreet.agcall361.578060

>

Apr. 14-16, 2013, New Orleans National Main Streets Conference, théfai Street and the Cultural Economy

>

June 4-5, 2013, La Grange
New manager training prior to the beginning of Summer training for all managers. New manager trainirdawill last
June 4 through noon June 5

>

June 5 (after noon)—June 7, 2013 (noon), La Grange
SummeMain Street trainirfgr all Texas Main Street managers
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Websites of Interest
Advisory Council on Historic Preservatisww.achmov
African American Heritage Preservation Foundatiow.aahpfdn.org
(The)Alliance for Historic Landscape Preservationw.ahlp.org
(The )American Institute of Architectsww.aia.org
American Planning Associatiamvw.planning.org
American Society of Landscape Architeetsv.asla.org
(The) Cultural Landscapeundationwww.tclf.org
(The)Handbook of Texas Online@ww.tshaonline.org/handbook/online
Keep Texas Beautifulww.ktb.og
League of Historic American Theatssw.lhat.org
National Main Street Centemvw.preservationnation.org/mstieet
National Park Serviogww.nps.gov
National Trust for Historic Preservatiamvw.preservationnation.org
Partners for Sacred Plagesw.sacredplaces.org
Preservation Easement Trugtiw.preservationeasement.org
Preservatidbirectorycom www.preservationdirectory.com
Preservation Texagww.preservationtexas.org
Project for Public Spacasvw.pps.org
Railsto-TrailsConservancyvww.railstotrails.org
Scenic Americaww.scenic.org
Texas Department of Agricultunevw.TexasAgriculture.gov
Texas Commission on the Amsvw.arts.state.tx.us
Texas Downtown Associatigmvw.texasdowntown.org
Texas Folklife Resourcesvw.texasfolklife.org
Texas Historical Commissignww.thc.state.tx.us
Texas Parks and WildlDepartmentwww.tpwd.state.tx.us
Texas Rural Leadership Prognamaw.trlp.org
Texas State Preservation Boamdw.tspb.state.tx.us
Urban Land Instituteyww.uli.org

Texas Main Street Program

Texas Historical Commission

P. O. Box 12276

Austin, TX 787112276 512.463.6092, Fax 512.46862
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