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Bankhead National Highway that used to run
became US. Highway 67. Smith spoke

Highway, which ook its namw
from John H. Bankhead, a US.
senalor from Alabama, reaches
its midpoint abowt 10 miles east
of Swectwater, Tesas.

Even though @ coast-to-coast
highway known as the Lincoln
Highway, which steetched from
New York to Los Angeles, existed
before the Rankhead National
Highway, Smith said the Hanklwad
Highway was the first all-weather
highway. It could be used by trav-
clers year round without being
blocked by winter ice or snow
storms,

Smith <aid World War | actually
prompted the United States 1o

first consider building national,
coast-to-coast highwayx,

“During that time (19)4-1918),
it was assumed that Amwerica
wouldn’t be able to defend itsclf
from foreign invasion—because
the country didnt have any
national highways (for military
transportation),” Smith said.

The war prompied BRankhead
to introduce a hill for this coast-
to-coast highway that would
improve on the cxisting Lincoln
Highway farther north

Eventually, as more federally
tuilt highways projects smnmi
the LS, Bureau of Roads (a fore-
runtwer of the foderal highway

Staf! photo by Bischof
@ Daniel Smith, right, a Fort Worth-based historian, taks to Texarkana, Texas, resident Bart Vance the

through Texarkana during the 19205 The highway eventually
Tuesday at a Texarkana Oaklawn Rotary Club meeting.

depariment) decided that named
highways averlapped cach other
tor much, This prompied the
bureau to start issuing numbers
to highways—such as US. 67

Smith said he will try 10 fin-
ish and publish a book on the
Rankhead Highway by the ond of
this yvar,

He added the Texas_Hiswonical
Copoiission is also conducting
some historical surveys of the
surviving roadway sevtions.

“I'm hoping this survey will
show how significant the high-
way 18 to Texas—especially for a
highway never really heard ofl”
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