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What is the Project?

Project Background

e Sponsors
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Project Goals
 Work Products
— Report
— Web-Based Content
— Images
— Research Materials

Source: CAH
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Project Goals

e Applications
— Planning Tool
— Public Awareness -
— Heritage Tourism

— Preservation
e Designations =
e Tax Incentives

Source: CAH



Project Path

e Oklahoma to Laredo
and Galveston

Source: CAH



Project Schedule

MERIDIA!I{B' THROUGHOUTI
What is the Project?

Presentations - February 2015
Draft Historic Context - May 2015

Draft Survey Report - December 2015
Final Report - April 2016

Source: CAH
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Names Over the Years
e Meridian Road (1911)

Sources: HCM&A and CAH 7




What is the Meridian Highway?

Names Over the Years

e Meridian Highway /
International Meridian Highway
(1913)

Source: StMU Source: CAH .
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MERDIA o
What is the Meridian Highway?

Names Over the Years :l -'“i_ s !1'_- = : hi':'-AIT'.-Z. ..'-I]CII'!'I-'-'AT I'II:Z1".'.H'I'L'ZI-ZN'I'

e State Highway No. 2 = Sp e
(1917) = NG .

hMAH SHOWING THISED S5TSTM
OF BTATE HIGHWATS
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Source: TSLAC
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MERID[ AU 58| THROUGHour
What is the Meridian Highway?

Names Over the Years
e« US81(1926)

TEXAS

e Ringgold to Laredo

Source: TSLAC
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Names Over the Years

UERIEIAT
HEIHYERQ™ MAT

SH6 (1926)

Waco to Galveston

Source: TSLAC
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Names Over the Years E z E
« SH 6 (Waco to Hempstead [Houston]) E TETHS )

e US 277 (Red River to Wichita Falls)

-rg
e US 287 (Wichita Falls to Bowie) ]

e SH 95 (Temple to Elgin)
e US 290 (Hempstead to Houston)

e US 75 (Houston to Galveston)
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What is the Meridian nghway"

Names Over the Years

e [H 44 (Red River to Wichita Falls) E

al | I

JJ,

e [H 35W (Fort Worth to Hillsboro)
e [H 35 (Hillsboro to Laredo)

e [H 45 (Houston to Galveston)
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Historical Influences

Good Roads Movement

e Bicycling

Sour_ce: PTH
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Historical Influences

Good Roads Movement
e Road Conditions

Source: PTH
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Historical Influences

Good Roads Movement
e Muddy Roads

- Soﬁrce PTH



Historical Influences

Rising Popularity of Automobile
e Introduction of Model T (1908)

Source: THF Source: THF
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Historical Influences

New Freedom and Opportunities
e The “Vagabonds”

Source: THF
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Historical Influences

New Freedom and Opportunities
e Tourism for a Growing Middle Class

Source: TOT

Source: TWC 20
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MERIDIAN sy

Historical Influences

New Freedom and Opportunities

e Commerce and Trade

Source: THF
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Historical Influences

Military Significance

Source: FHWA Source: PTH
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Historical Influences

Other National Routes
e Lincoln Highway

THE LINCOLN HIGHWAY ROUTE

ITS IEALS AND PUIRPOSES

d bayproend Highwuy Extending From Mow York Cily ta San Fruschecs
b

Source: LHNM&A )s



Historical Influences

Other National Routes
e Bankhead Highway

= id
BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY = W
A
m BH) Ty
[BH;—?;:&_??::, [M it
..‘\\ o :;u-i .}'ﬁ r,."'f'.ﬂ
| 4 P ) r _,—q:f ,-'_'“"i 4 __.h__,ﬂ \23‘:&_*_- Lﬁw#f
| ““"\Ji- Pl 2
E = ]

Source: BiPL

24




Historical Influences

Other National Routes
e Pikes Peak Ocean to Ocean Highway
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Historical Influences

Other National Routes
e National Old Trails
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What is the Meridian Highway?

Organization and Early Years
e Founded 1911
John C. Nicholson of Newton, Kansas
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Origin of the Name
 Named for Sixth Principal Meridian

Sixth Principal Meridian

Adopted 1855, Governing Surveys - Colorado, Kansas, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Wyoming. Initial Point - Latitude 40-00-07, Longitude
QF-22-08
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The Meridian Highway in Texas
e David E. Colp
— Texas Division of Meridian Highway |
— Texas Good Roads Association |
— Texas Highway Commission
— Old Spanish Trail
— Glacier to Gulf Highway
— State Parks Board

Source: CAH
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Organization and Early History

e Importance of Route and Shared History
— Gulf to Colorado
— King of Trails g P 0t

Source: TSLAC 30
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters
e Path Finders and Caravans

A first-class paved road boasting a
caravan of Meridian Road boosters.

Source: HCM&A .




How the Meridian Highway was Promoted
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters

e Banners | TEXPL L=

Source: HCM&A
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters
e Meridian Road Magazine

DETROIT CTONVENTION NUMBER

Source: HCM&A
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters
e (Caravans and Tours

Meridian Road party in the vicinity of Seven
Knobs between Glenrose and Clifton, Texas.

Source: PPL Source: HCM&A
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters

Fifteen-hundred people at Meridian, Texas,
planning for the work on the Meridian Road.

Source: HCM&A
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Promotions and Promoters

Source: CAH 38
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How the Meridian Highway was Promoted

Brochures and Pamphlets
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route

The Meridian Road as an Idea

Source: CAH 4,
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route
Early Maps

Source: CAH Source: CAH



Plotting the Merldlan Highway Route

Texas Highway Commission Maps
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route

Federal Highway Maps
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route

Texas Highway Department - County Highway Maps
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route

Texas Highway Department - County Highway Maps
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Plotting the Meridian Highway Route

Composite Map Showing Alignments Over Time
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in the Area
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The Meridian Highway in the Area
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The Meridian Highway in the Area
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Highway in the Area
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The Meridian Highway in the Area
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What We Are Doing

Field Documentation
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What We Are Doing

Field Documentation
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What We Are Doing

Field Documentation
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Research

What We Are Doing
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Research




Research
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Research
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Research
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What We are Doing

Research

Source: TCBU
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Research

What We are Doing
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What We are Doing

Research

Source: BoPL
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources
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Albany, Texas
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources

Decatur, Texas
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources
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Mineral Wells, Texas
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources

Eastland, Texas
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources

Bowie, Texas
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources

Abilene, Texas 76



Fort Worth, Texas
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources

Waco, Texas
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Source: TxDOT
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources
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Source: PTH 81
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Source: PTH 82
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Source: Mysanantonio.com 83




What We are Doing

Types of Resources
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Source: TOT 85
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What We are Doing
Types of Resources
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources

Waco, Texas
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources

Vicinity of Naples, Texas ”
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Lovelace, Texas »
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources

Vicinity of Hillsboro, Texas
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What We are Doing

Types of Resources

Clifton, Texas
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Clifton, Texas 92




Types of Resources
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

ol

Source: HCM&A
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials
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How You Can Participate
Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Grande Hotel. Waco, Texas
See the O
e 3

L : L B e R e i -t ol v
Girande Courts Tourist Apts.. Waco, Texas Ceiling Fans — Sealy Maoliresses 65570
75 Apartments — 75 Baths

Source: BoPL
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How You Can Participate
Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

NEWEST
AND
MOST
MODERN

Source: BoPL
99



How You Can Participate
Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

7Y 109

ca

Source: BoPL
100
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Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Source: B. ]. Hicks, Mount Vernon, Texas L0




How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials
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How You Can Participate

Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Source: TCBU
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Share Photos, Maps, Postcards and Other Materials

Source: TCBU
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How You Can Participate

Texas Historical Commission

! Historic Tesas Highweys [ = | 4

b shabesbe s preserva prosecs s niste

E W f w3 3 5

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real places tefling real stories

e 4

znd-programs’ mistonc-bexiec-highways L= = 26D

* a8 + & 8 = M

CONTACTIUS | DOMATE

GET INVOLVER

NEWS & EVENTS

HOME ABOAT 05 PRESERTE PROIECT REVIEW

LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

Hoene » Pregane » Hroescts and Programs » Histone fexas Hgeays

Historic Texas Highways

Todzy, the Lone Siar Si2fe |5 crisscrossed with 8 jumbled tangle of
high-speed highways and byways. It was nol ateays this way. In the late
1E00s, [he traweier had onby dinl. gravel, and
ceeasiorally paved roadaeys rom which B2 choose. As automolles
becarme more popular, the derand for betler and saler moads increased
l=ading to the Good Roads movement This b tum led to the
Improvemsnt and expansion of Me roadway network 3cross Texas and
across the nation. The development of communities wes closely inked to
transporation, whether watenways, roadways, of ralways. As 3uto ravel
increased in the 19205 and 305, lowns connoctied by moads prosperod
duc 10 the ainlity 10 scil and trade goods, and by provding places tor
traveters ko stop for food, dging, and vehc ke cang

18005 2nd mbs carly

A oreh amchiectural loacy from this 2y fime pedod s3iE remains along Ihese eary madways. inciiding
sfabions. modes and hodels diners and cafes, auln dealerships and repalr shops, parks, signage, bridpes
& founst afrachons. To leam and see more Aboit Ihess resnutes Hease expione our vanows highway

=5 ShoraThig

In This Section

« Bankhead Hgrway

« Dol Bin-Canadian Biglmssy
East Tewag Highway

» Merdian Hghway

-

g
7
o3
:

« Dld Spanish Tral

= Rowlle 56

= Siebar Interests

+ Putiicalions fo Fpsdsd
Architechirs

108



How You Can Participate

Texas Historical Commission

! Bderidian Highramy | Teees... = | + = @& i

= b et L e piot |- pragramal histadc- ez hig L i hadiay s TE 2 & O

B Y f wlD R B0C | CONTACTUS | DORATE

* TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION ] X

real places telling real siories m

HOME ABOUT US PRESERVE PROJECT REVIEW REWS & EVENTS GET INVOLYED LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

Home » Presene « Projacts and Programs « Historic Teaas Highways « Mesidian Highrasy

Meridian Highway

The Meridian Highway historically bas besn The major norh-south named Ini This Section

Fikpinaay in Tecas since e earky 19105 As oigpnally oionceied By The
International Kaddian Azsociation in 1911 _IF skretched from Canada o L = 1A TR
K esdendng hroegh he nation's mid-sech
Gread Plains region. 15 path cross approxmalety BOG miles of Texas
passing i qh Burkburmett, Wichita Falls, Fort Worh, Cletume Wach
Taddor Georgelown  Austing Hew Brauniels. San Anfonio. Colulla, Laredo
Bryan, Hempstead, Howslon, and Galeesion, among other communilies
and roughiy fellowed [H-30% with a major latoral from Wad o o Galvesion

1 & he expanshe « Dl R anadian Hie:

el -
' fosld SHEAIS 200 L
Gl G « THC Release For

Ihie Texas Hestorcal Commission S underaking a two-year study 1o  Plorh Texag Highway
docament the history of the Merdian Highway. The project will result a3 wotten Ristony of the Texas section of « Clid Spanish Trall
the Mendian Hghway and a survey of the Texas Mendian route, includng sssooated mstorc resources. auto P

]
repalr garages, gas stalions, dners, tounst camps. auto Courts. motels, rad markers, paving., and traic
= sagns. This effort &= funded by the Texas Legisliature and the Texas Department of Transpartation (T«ODOT) * 2K B
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Texas Historical Commission

! Bderidian Highaay FAQs [~ = | + = & =

é B b bbb us [e |- progras hisbac-1e g wysr fizr-tig ¥ | gl fax il IR E ey 'T:r B 4+ # a =

=

' B Y f wlD ® 506 CINTACTOS | DONATE

* TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real places telling real srories m

HOME ABOUT U5 PRESERVE PROJECT REVIEW NEWS & EVENTS GET INYOLYED LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

Haorg « Pressns - Projacts and Programs » Histeoric Taxas Highways « Mandian | gy « Mandan Highway FAOs

Meridian Highway FAQs

General Inguiries In This Section
WAt 15 the Wendian Highwsy groject? L B
Wi f= funding the Meridian Highway Project? + Ranthzzz bighsay

s o rid ah, r scross Teas = Dt BioCan F W
Wihen was the Mendian Heghwsy bul? « Easl Tesas Highwa

WWhat types of hestork nesources are assodlated win e Mendian Hghway? + Merigian Highway

. . A = Merilan Highway Histary
Wihen il the i Sureey work B2 consucted? Bma
When wil the Merigan Highway project be completed? = Merdian Hignway FADS

» |HC Helegse Forin
= Hoilh Tesas Highsas
« Ol Spanish Tral
» Rl 66
= Sldehar inlerests
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Texas Historical Commission

! Dmlore the Bankhead High., = | & I

=

{'_ﬁ_ the stete e Hivonc-highways berchesd-highes -:_!'--I-- ead-highwe <. Meridian Higheay Facebook * ﬁ E * # 9 = L3l }

B Y f =M S BiO6 CONACTES  DONATE

* TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real plares felling real sravies m

HOME NBOUT U3 PRESERYE PROIECT REVIEW MEWS & EVENTS BET INYOLYED LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

Homa s Histors Hgveays » Bankhaad Highweae » Fplore the Bankhaad Highway

Explore the Bankhead Highway < SronThe
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Texas Historical Commission
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
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TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
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For More Information

Texas Historical Commission
— Leslie Wolfenden, Project Manager
e Email: Leslie. Wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us
e Phone: 512-463-3386

Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc.
— David Moore, Historian

e Email: dmoore@hhminc.com
e Phone: 512-478-8014 x 109
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Sources

Boston Public Library

Center for American History, University of Texas at Austin
Federal Highway Administration

Google Books

Harvey County Museum & Archives

John Asa Rountree Manuscripts, Birmingham Public
Library

Kansas Historical Society
Lena Armstrong Public Library, Belton
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Sources

Library of Congress

Lincoln Highway National Museum & Archives
National Archives and Records Administration
Perry-Castaneda Library, University of Texas at Austin
Pikes Peak Library District

Texas Collection, Baylor University

Texas Department of Transportation

Texas Historical Commission
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Sources

Texas State Library and Archive Commission
The Henry Ford

The Portal to Texas History

The Witliff Collection at Texas State University
Traces of Texas

University of Nebraska at Omaha

Virginia Garret Cartographic History Library, University of
Texas Arlington

Wise County Clerk, Wise County Courthouse
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Questions?

....and Safe Travels!

Source: TCBU
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