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BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY
What is the Project?

e Joint Effort

— Texas Historical
Commission

— Texas Department of
Transportation

e Grant from Federal
Highways
Administration

e Commemorate Historic
Highways

* Heritage Tourism

Source: National Archives and Records Administration

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Project?

e Goals

|
AEaE

— Develop Historic N .. e el
CO ntEXt \‘[ —— | . .,,I.v.__;-'_-_r_ﬁ_—;‘.-‘-;_‘._-;:

— Document Historic S S '
Buildings and

Structures Along
Bankhead Highway

— Make Information
Available to Public

— Promote Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Project?

™~

e Survey all alignments g w (et
of Bankhead Highway w v [
— State Highway 1
— US 80 and US 67

* Please help us
identify historic
resources along
highway

. BN | AW oMW oE e O e e

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



-IH BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY Hl_

What is the Bankhead Highway?

BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY I[ﬂ i

{\’.‘ )
OFFICIAL SIG
.- R MARKER
[
||

Source: Birmingham Public Library

* Transcontinental Highway from Washington DC
to San Diego CA by way of Alabama

e |dea dates to 1916 by John Asa Rountree and
Senator John H. Bankhead

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the Bankhead Highway?
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* Lincoln Highway from New
York NY to San Francisco CA

e Other Highway Associations
formed in 1910s

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Who is Bankhead?

e Senator John Hollis
Bankhead (1842-1920)

— U.S. Senator 1907-1920 }
— Promoted Good Roads

— Sponsored Federal-Aid
Highway Act of 1916

Source: Library of Congress

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Who is Bankhead?

Yes, he is related to Tallulah Bankhead

1

Source: Library of Congress Source: Library of Congress.

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?

e Path finder

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway




BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY

Mt PLEASANT vo GREENVILLE -
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. \,67.‘. G "‘":}
—B24a o CamPRELL ‘
~ | TSR i s
7Y - e Tires—Tubes—

Accessories

MAIN STREET—UNDER THE
STAND PIPE
SULPHUR SPRINGS,

Texas

Brick Schesl

H. H. MARTIN GARAGE

Exclusive Repair Shop
Forp WORK A SPECIALTY
ALL CARs REPAIRED

=232
Opposite Post Office.
Veo |
Sulphur Springs, Texas.
10,1

vwaneiern 633 X85

*

JaceeSarn HitHviar Pagx oS D pltia

AR Source: Bygone Byways

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?

* Map
BANKHEAD NATIQNAL HIGHWAY
BH oo e

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY

What is the route?
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Avoid the use of “trick’ oils in your Ford Mator (Mode!
“T™. Increased carbon deposits often do more
arm than chattering. To be on the safe
side, use Flivolene.

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?
e Build the Highway

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?
e Build the Highway

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What is the route?
e Build the Highway

May, 1924 CONCRETE HIGHWAY MAGAZINE 105
Shall it be Gravel or Single Track
Concrete?

By J. W. REESE
County Judge, Rockwall, Texas

‘HOUGH available funds for road
construction in Rockwall County
were not sufficient for building standard
width pavements, the taxpayers of Texas’
smallest county would be satisfied with
nothing less than concrete. The solution
was found in the construction of single
track concrete pavement which provided
sufficient mileage to place every farmer
in the county within an average distance
of one mile from a hard-surfaced
highway.

When road improvement was first
contemplated, it was expected that only
1314 miles from Royce City through
Rockwall would be paved. On this
b s 1 stretch—an 18-foot concrete pavement—

He is a **booster™” for concrete roads Government and Federal Aid amounted

to $348,000 and the county’s share was

$350,000. The balance of the $800,000 county bond issue voted in 1919 originally

was to be used in gravelling the other :

important roads in the county. The

change from gravel to single track con-

crete pavement for theseroads was made

after careful deliberation based on esti-
mated costs.

As there is no gravel deposit in the
county, all of this material must be im-
ported over a haul of from 40 to 50 miles.
Under these conditions a gravel surface
16feet wide would cost $11,000 per mile,
exclusive of bridges and grading. The
maintenance of a gravel road would add
five or six hundred dollars yearly expense
per mile while expensive scarifying and

reshaping would be necessary every eight Legend
: w8 Pt Concrete Pavement Completed.
or ten years. Texas laws permita county g pt concrete PavementCompleted.

to issue bonds for only 25 per cent of its e= B8FtConcrete Pavement Proposed.

Source: Internet Archive

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?
e Military Transportation

CAMP JOHN FRAMNKLIN,
TF SWEETWATER, TEX,

& : ,4” AUG L8 20,

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?
e Military Transportation

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?
e Commerce and Trade

Source: The Portal to Texas History

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

- AS CENTENMIA

EXPOXITION

WHERE $15,000,000 EXPOSITION WILL BE STAGED IN DALLAS, TEXAS bt o i e R

Source: Birmingham Public Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway




Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY
Why Was The Highway Needed?

e Tourism

A View of Highwey No. 1, Showing Historicel Marker
at the Left, Approximately 2 Miles Bast of Mt. Pleasent,
Titus County

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

4 \ P eadd il (= e e ST e REE

o

Roadside Park on Higlway No. 1, Bowie County
Neer Simms

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY

Why was the highway needed?

ourism
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

CAMP WWAMMNON Mo 2 DM IRIGHWATE How 1 4w 57 TIXARKENA, TELAS

Source: Dan Smith

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

-.

New: Boston

De‘KaIb\_\\r

Bowie

© 2013 Google y *Atlan ta

Image Land:at it o L1L)C)'-‘[(. ParH

Imagery Date:4/9/2013 33°15'26.43" N 94°19'52.51" W eley 251 ft eyealt 25.17 mi

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway




BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

o or—

ARSWEER -

§ ] e—

©2013 Google

Imageny Rate: 10/13/2011 33°21'27.74" N, 94°215'23.04" W elev’ 201ift -J»J alt 76595 ft

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

L hapletst

~ ol St

Nl " o s AR (;(‘)(‘)glc earth

i gl 1995 2 33219:5178% N 94220'33.46" W elev. 295 ft  eye alt 8503 ft

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

L | 4
©.2013%Google

Google earthi

¥

Imagery Date: 10/30/2012 = 33°09'26.74" N 94°57'53.08" W elev. 392 ft eyealt 15.58 mi

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Field Teams in Area during weeks of August 19 and 26

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?

e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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203 2049

216 247
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3 35’ [Al12]] %

Mount Vernon, 1923, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center
for American History, UT Austin

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
* Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Mount Pleasant, 1933, Sanborn Map Co., Digital
copy at Center for American History, UT Austin

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

—

Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and
Archives
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Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and Archives
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Albany, Texas
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Ranger, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway




-”l BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY '“_

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Big Spring, Texas
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Abilene, Texas
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Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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Abilene, Texas
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Source: National Archives and Records Administration

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



-I“ BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY HI_

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

P

Wharton, Texas
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Arlington, Texas
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Cisco, Texas
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Strawn, Texas
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West, Texas
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Rowlett, Texas
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Vicinity of Texarkana, Texas
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Rotan, Texas
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Merkel, Texas
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Arlington, Texas
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Mount Vernon, circa 1940. Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Mount Pleasant, circa 1940. Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Mount Pleasant, circa 1940. Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Royce City, circa 1940. Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Texarkana, circa 1940. Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Texarkana, 2013. Source: Google Maps
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Texarkana, circa 1940. Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway




-IH BANKHEAD NATIONAL HIGHWAY HI_

What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

5

" r

Texarkana, 2013. Source: Google Maps
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Humble Map, 1928. Source: Birmingham Public Library
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Camp Hannon, Texarkana, date unknown. Source: Dan Smith
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Hannon’s Tourist Camp, date unknown. Source: Dan Smith
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Photo courtesy The Texarkana Museums

Hannon’s Tourist Camp, date unknown. Source: Dan Smith
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Source: University of Michigan
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8 Historic Texas Highways | Texas Historical Commission - Moxzilla Firefox = e G|
File Edit View History Bookmarks Tools Help

I Historic Texas Highways | Texas Historic... | + |

ol e &

wovw.the state.bous/ preserve/ projects-and-programs/ historic-texas-high

S\ BLOG | CONTACTUS | DONATE

* TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

real places telling real stories ‘m :

HOME ABOUT US PRESERVE PROJECT REVIEW NEWS & EVENTS GET INVOLVED LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

Home > Preserve » Projects and Programs » Historic Texas Highways

Historic Texas Highways

In 2009, House Bill 2642 established the Texas Historic Roads and In This Section
Highways Program, the goal of which is to identify, designate, interpret,

and market historic roads and highways in Texas. The Texas Historical * Bankhead Highway
Commission (THC) and the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) « Publications for Roadside
have entered into agreement to administer projects relating to this Aechileckine

program
+ TRB Conference 2013

The first project under the Historic Roads and Highways Program focuses Sacramento

on the historic Bankhead Highway, a coast-to-coast roadway established

in 1916. The Texas Legislature designated the Texas portion of the

Bankhead as a Texas Historic Highway in 2009. Using Federal Submit Your Photos
Transportation Enhancement funds, the THC and TxDOT are coordinating

Upload images to our Bankhead
Highway in Texas Flickr Group!

to accomplish several products

« A historic context for Texas highways statewide,

* A cultural resources survey of much of the Bankhead Highway (including field documentation of highway-
related resources),

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-highways
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[& Bankhead High:
File Edit View History

—
‘ | Bankhead H\ghway\TexasHislorica\Co..‘| + | —

programs/histaric-texas-highways/bsnkhead-highway wrve

wnw.the state.bous/preserve/projects-

HOME ABOUT US PRESERVE PROJECT REVIEW NEWS & EVENTS GET INVOLVED LEARN EXPLORE TEXAS

Home » Preserve > Projects and Programs > Historic Texas Highways » Bankhead Highway &

Bankhead Highway

The Bankhead Highway was one of the nation's earliest transcontinental highways. Its beginnings can be In This Section

traced back to 1916 when the Bankhead Highway Association was organized to promote the highway's

development. The roadway extended from Washington, DC to San Diego, California, by way of Alabama, * Bankhead Highway

home of US Senator John H. Bankhead and a major supporter of the highway. Its path crossed approximately » Bankhead Highway Project 3
850 miles of Texas, passing through Texarkana, Mt. Vernon, Dallas, Fort Worth, Abilene, Midland, Van Horn, Information

and El Paso, among other communities, and roughly followed US 67 and US 80. o Haniktiedd Hichiway Droset
Sanknead Righway Froject

Timeline
With special funding by the Texas L e and with a grant from the Texas Department of
Transportation (TxDOT), the Texas Historical Commission (THC) is undertaking a two-year study to document * Bankhead Highway FAQs
the history of this nationally important roadway. The THC has awarded a contract to the Austin-based historic * Bankhead Highway Links

preservation planning and management firm of Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc. (HHM) to complete the study. The
project will result in a history of the Texas section of the Bankhead Highway, and will also survey the Texas
Bankhead route and associated historic resources including auto repair garages, gas stations, diners, tourist
camps, auto courts, motels, road markers, paving, fraffic signs, and bridges.

« Publications for Roadside !
Architecture

« TRB Conference 2013
Sacramento

HHM with THC staff will be hosting public meetings in towns along the Bankhead Highway to gather information

and visual items related to the Bankhead Highway for use in the project. These meetings are scheduled for 5

August through December 2013. HHM and THC staff will introduce the projects at the meetings and involve Submit Your Photos
community members through discussion, question-and-answer sessions, and displays of historical Bankhead
images. The public is encouraged to attend the public meetings and bring historical images, postcards, maps,
and other Bankhead-related items. With owner consent, HHM will scan or photograph such materials so they
may be included in the project.

Upload images to our Bankhead
Highway in Texas Flickr Group!

The project is to be completed by July 2014 @ HISTORIC SITES ATLAS

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway
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€ | @ www.thc.state.eus/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead- highway-faqs#Who is doing the survey work? | B~ Google Pl &~

Q: How can | get ongoing Bankhead Highway project information?

A: Please send your contact information to the project coordinator Leslie Wolfenden at
leslie.wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us or call her at 512-463-3386. Or check the THC Bankhead Highway website for
the latest updates at http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-highways
[bankhead-highway

Q: How can | share my Bankhead Highway information (documents, photographs, postcards, etc.) with
the THC?

A: Please contact project coordinator Leslie Wolfenden at leslie.wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us or call her at
512-463-3386. An information release form would need to be filled out, signed, and sent in for any Bankhead
Highway images, as they may be used in project documents, on the THC website, or other media sources.

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-fags
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Bankhead Highway Links

The Texas Bankhead Highway History Group Facebook Page In This Section

THC Bankhead Highway Images Flickr * Bankhead Highway
» Bankhead Highway Project
Information

¢ Bankhead Highway Project
Timeline

s Bankhead Highway FAQs
+ Bankhead Highway Links

« Publications for Roadside
Architecture

Submit Your Photos

Upload images to our Bankhead

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-links
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How can | participate?
Project Contact information

e Texas Historical Commission
— Leslie Wolfenden, Project Manager
 Email: Leslie. Wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us
* Phone: 512-463-3386
 Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc.
— David Moore, Historian
 Email: dmoore@hhminc.com
* Phone: 512-478-8014 x 109
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Thank you for coming!
e Questions?
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