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Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What is the Project?

e Joint Effort

— Texas Historical
Commission

— Texas Department of
Transportation

e Grant from Federal
Highways
Administration

e Commemorate Historic
Highways

* Heritage Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What is the Project?

e Goals

— Develop Historic
Context

— Document Historic
Buildings and
Structures Along Source: TxDOT Photo Library
Bankhead Highway

— Make Information
Available to Public

— Promote Tourism

Source: Boston Public Library
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What is the Project?

e Survey all alignments of
Bankhead Highway in Texas.
Also known as:

— State Highway 1

— US 80 (west of Dallas)
— US 67 (east of Dallas)
— Broadway of America

* Please help us identify
historic resources along
highway

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What is the Project?

e Schedule
— Historic Context

— 10 public meetings from
August to December

— Survey crews to visit 1 to
2 weeks after each
public meeting

— Fieldwork to be
completed by December
or January

— Report due July 2014 Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What is the Bankhead Highway?

Source: Birmingham Public Library

* Transcontinental Highway from Washington DC
to San Diego CA by way of Alabama

* |dea dates to 1916 by Asa Rountree and Senator
John H. Bankhead of Alabama
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What is the Bankhead Highway?

* Lincoln Highway from New
York NY to San Francisco CA

* Other Highway Associations
formed in 1910s
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What is the Bankhead Highway?

* Deplorable Conditions of
Roads

— Good Roads Campaign
— Efforts at Local Level

* Growing Popularity of
Automobiles

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



Who is Bankhead?

e Senator John Hollis
Bankhead (1842-1920)

— U.S. Senator 1907-1920
— Promoted Good Roads

— Sponsored Federal-Aid
Highway Act of 1916

— Expanded role of
federal government in
road networks and
systems

Source: Library of Congress
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Who is Bankhead?

Yes, he is related to Tallulah Bankhead

Source: Library of Congress Source: Library of Congress
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What is the route?

 Path finders
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Source: Birmingham Public Library
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What is the route?

TEXAS STATE HIGHWAY GUIDE.

Streets cross; turn right.

4 corners; tura left.

End of road; twrm right.
End of vead; turn lefl.
Large brick school on left;
torn left.

82,6 Cross roads; turn right. 101.0

8890 Cross R. R, and Eurn Jeft
along spme.

£95 LORAINE. Streets cross. 1020
Turn right 1 block and then 102.1
turn 1e§t at concrete block  106.1
Tuilding.

North Second St.

MIDLAND TO ABILENE (Continued.)

ROSCOERE, Cypress and
Main Sta. Turn right on to
Cypress St.

Turn left with road.

Cross roada; turn right.
Turn left acrosa R, R. and
then torn right,

Take right hand roal; turn

right.

SWEETWATER. Court
house at far side turn right
1 block, then turn left onto

H. N. Cock, Manager

HOTEL WRIGHT

Sweelwater, Texas i
Built and Operated for Traveling Men'and Tourists
Who Waﬁt and Appreciate Something Better
Telephone, Hot and Cold Water and Two Windows
With Outside Exposure in Every Room
One-Third Qur Rooms With Private or
Connected Baths
Our Serviee Is Second to None and We Would like to
Have You as Our Guest
HOTEL WRIGHT

Rates $2.50 te $3.50 & Day

Sweetwaler, Texas

7 Str 5 b ighl. then left.
lggé z'l'"oii‘sl??rﬁ.”s;nxx;,r:::.’:gdiate- 1264 Take right hand road; tarn
y t left. xat,
113.5 ?lk\w:mlefet. jgrnoring vight 120.2 Croas roads; turn Jeft.
hand rond . N 1:25.; _ANT.]
1180 Under R. R, and turn right 135 MERKEL.
along same. 143.5 TIE Station. i
1900 ESKOTA. Straight ahead.  1Al4 ABILENE. Pine and Noj
1211 Turn right across R. R. and Front Sts., station on left.
ABILENE TO FORT WORTIL
Nz. Pine and North crosa yoads.
oo ?slg%‘;s West ;:PNll.nlst past 122 Cross roads. Turn laft at
ion. sign. %
0.2 ¥“rl: :;::l‘:non Hickory St 14.2 Stchoolsonnl’ea{dts, Turn right
) v fro < at cross 5
19 g‘t‘:‘“e:;tf:?:;sigr;g, Turn right. 152 Turn left at cross roade.
2.4 Cross R. R, 16.2 Turn ::fght ikci
34 Turn left. 163 Take left hand road thros
‘Turn vight. ence.
:;2 ;:l:go;lgn left. Tum right. 16.9 Take vight fork. Road
a2 Turn left at cross roads. 1 \x;zg;s?go&s f';?cte“m
10 }:amn. e 186 :I‘hrongh fence and take( M;
10.3 Straight shead throug‘n(so) fork just beyvond. [KoR

TEXAS STATE HIGHWAY GUIDE.

ABILENE TO FORT WORTH {Continued.)

winds. Ignore ail branch on left. Straight through
intersections., on macadam.
303 Xeep to left. 109.1 Curve left down grade.
20.8 Ranch house on right. 1133 Through cross roads at
309 Through fence and keep to school. .
right. 1187 School on leff,
353 Cnming into iane. 1189 Crosg R, R. an Hubbard St.
389 Turn left, 110.0 MINERAL WELLS. Hub-
380 Take right hand traveled bard and Oak Sts. Straight
road. ahead.
324 Turn left at signs. 120.1 Turn vright; follow main
33,6 Turn right. road.
30.7 Crosa iron bridge. 121.3  School house on right.
40.0 ALBANY. Court house on 122.4 Bridge.
right, Straight ahead. 122.7 Brigge.
40.1 Cross R. R. and bear right. 1241 Cross R. R.
40.3  Cross roada. Turn-right at 1260 Turn left and cross R. R.
sign. 1283 Turn right,
40.4 Cross- roads. Bear left at 1302 Gin on right, school hoase
sign, on left. Torn right and
43.4 Take left hand road. eross loog bridge.
46.3 Bear right at sign. 1303 Crese R. R. 3
482 ‘Bear left at sign. 130.5 Turn left; eross rocky road.
48.3 Curve right, 1306 GARNER.
49.8 School on right. 131.1 Bridge.
52.6 Crosa irnm bridge. . 1217 ‘Turn left. .
580 Crogx long iren bridge over 134.0 DBridge; long hill aheml.
Brazos river. 1348 RBridge,
531 Keep to left. 1362  Bridge.
53.8  Keep to right. 135.6 Bridge; house on Tight.
A3.9 Turn left. 132.1  School and church on vight;
64.0 Turn right. X turn
643  Cross bridge, tarning left at  140.2 Cross R. R,
cross réads; tarn right at 1426 Follow main road.
croas roads juat beyond. 44.0 WEATIIERFORD. Counrt
647 BRECKENRIDGE. Couort _house.
house on left. Straight 1442 Cross R. R.; depot_on left,
ead. 1444 Cross R. R. and bridge.
651 Cross iron bridge and keep 1464 K. of P. Orghanage on left.
to right at fork just beyond. 1482 TFollow main road to leff.
629 Turn right. A T S 1484 Cross bridge. T
691 Take left hand road. 150.7 Cross bridge.
728 School on left. * 153.1 Croas bridge.
198 CADD(O, Take right hand 1534 Turn risht.
road; curve left at store. 1567 (ALEDO, 1 mile to right).
T8 "Purn right. 1626 MARY’S CREEK.
&0.0 Turn left at school. From 1628 Mary's ereek =chool house
bhere  voml  winds  among on right.
hills for zeveral miley, 1it2 Mary's ereck church an left,
#5.3  Keep to left.
#8.8 Keep to left at store. 163.3 Turn vight.
49.0  Schoal an left. 1664 Straight ahedd.
1003 Straight through cross xoads  [60.2 Cross atreet car tracks.
1013 Turn Jeft. ¢ 1723  Cross railroad.
1025 Curve right. 1726 Cross Trinity River.
106.6 School on right. 1738 FORT WORTH. Court
1089 PALO PINTO. Court honst house,
FORT WORTH TO DALLAS
00 FORT WORTH. 5th and block to
Throckmorton Sts. Chamber 0.1 Tarn left 2 blocks.
of Commerce. .2 Tth and Main Sts. Tumn

Go month 1 0.
(51)

Source: T. Lindsay Baker Research Files
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What is the route?

TEXAS STATE HIGHWAY GUIDE.

MIDLAND TO ABILENE (Continued.)

.6 Cross roads; turn right. 1010 ROSCOE, Cypress and
ggg Cross R. R. and turn Jeft Main Sta. Turn right on to
nlong spme. Cypress St.

LORAINE. Streets crozs. 102.0 Turn left with road,
Turn right 1 block and then 102,01 Cross roads; turn x-xg‘ht
turn 1eft at concrete block 105.1 Turn left acrosa R. R. and

TEXAS STATE HIGHWAY GUIDE.

building. Eﬁen Tarn TIERC

l~ it \Vst on N. lst pat Cross roads. Turn laf

sign. i
¥'url}; :fg“ﬁ'f n{;n Hickory St. 142 School on left. Turn right

0.2
y at cross roads.

19 g‘t‘;‘?et‘:::‘ssmg. Turn right. 152 Turn Ieﬂ. at cross roade.
2.4 Cross R 16.2 Turn :ﬁ -
@4 Turn left. 163 Take left hand road throu
3.0 Turn vight. X fence. bt fork Houd
4 School on left. Tum right.  16.9 Take rig ork,
@2 Turn left at cross ronds. B X;mis n;:o:fs f';?:ete“m
0. longsi 3

« 102 Eﬁ BT, SPamgeel - 18.6 Thmﬁgh fence and take] ‘Iel;
103 Straight shead through fork just beyond. KR

(50}

ABILENE TO FORT WORTH {Continued.)
winds. Ignore ail branch on left. Straight through

intersections., on macadam.
303 Xeep to left. 109.1 Cnr\'e left down grade.
30.8 Ranch house on right. 1153 Through cross roads at
30.9 Through fence and keep to school. 3
right. 1187 School on leff,
35.3 Cnming into iane. 1189 Crosg R, R. an Hubbard St.
389 Turn lcft, 110.0 MINERAL WELLS. Hub-
3900 Take right hand traveled bard and Oak Sts. Strmght
road. ahead.
324 Turn left at signs. 120.1 Tumn  right; follow main
326 Turn right. road.
39.7 Cross iron bridge. 1213 School house on right.
40.0 ALBANY. Court house on 122.4 Bridge.
right, Straight ahead. 122.7 Bridgge.

40.1 Cross R. R. and bear right. 1241 Cross R. R.

40.3 Crons roads. Tuorn-right at 1260 Turn left and cross K. R.
1283 Turn right.

40.4 Crau roads. Bear left at 1302 Gin on right, school hoase

? on left. Torn right and
23.4 Take left hand road. erosz loag bridge.

Bear right at sign, 1303 Cress R. R.
48.2 Bear lcff. at sign. 1305 Turn left; cross rocky rond.
48.3 Curve right, 130.6 GARNER.
49.8 School on right. 1311 Bridge.
52.6 Crosa irnm bridge. 1217 Turn left.

58.0 Crogs long iron bridge over 1340 Bridge; long hill ahenil.
Brazos river. 1348 RBridge,

531 Keep to left. 1362 Bridge.

53.8  Keep to right. 135.6 Bridge; house on Tight.
639 Turn Jeft. 132.1  School and church on vight;
640 Turn right. turn left.

843 Cross bridge, tarning left at 1402 Cross R. R.
crosa réads; turn right at 1426 Follow main road.

croaa roads juost beyond. 1440 WEATIIERFORD. Conrt
647 BRECKENRIDGE. Coert _house.

house on left. Straight 1442 Cross R. R.; depot_on left,

ahead. 1444 Cross R. R. and bridge.

651 Cross iron bridge and keep 1464 K. of P. Orghanage on left.
to right at fork j\m bcyond. 1482 TFollow main rond to leﬂ;.

629 Turn right. -148.4  Cross bridge. ¢
691 Take Iett hand mad 1507 Cross bridge.
2.8 Sd:ool on left. 153.1 Croas brldge.
798 CADDO, Take right hand 1534 Turn s
road' curve Jeft at store. 1567 (A 1 mile to right).
T8 "Purn right. 162.6 MARY"& CREEK.
800 Turn left at school. From 1628 Mary's creek wchool honse
bere  voml  winds  among on right.
hills for several miles, 132 Mary's ereck chorch an left,
Keep to left. turn left.
Keep to left at store. 1633 Turn vight.
Schoal an left. 1064 Straight ahedd.
Straight through cross roads  [60.2 Crosa atreet car tracks.
Turn left. ¢ 1723  Cross railroad. |
Curve right. 1126 Cross Trinity River.
School on right. 1738 FORT WORTH. Court
PALO PNTO. Court honst house,

FORT WORTH TO DALLAS
00 FORT WORTH. 5th and bock to
Throckmorton Sts. Chamber 01 Tarn left 2 blocks.
of Commerce. Go sonth 1(51) 7th and Main Sts. Tum

Source: T. Lindsay Baker Research Files
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What is the route?
e Path finders

Source: Bygone Byways
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Source: Bygone Byways
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What is the route?
* Map

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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What is the route?
* Map

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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What is the route?

Source: Baylor University
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What is the route?
* Build the Highway

Source: Internet Archive

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What is the route?
* Build the Highway

| 43 N

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?

* Military Transportation

CAMP JOHN FRAMKLIN,
TF Y SWEETWATER, TEX,

s & hug, L®— 20,

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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Why was the highway needed?

* Military Transportation

M RN T

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: The Portal to Texas History
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Commerce and Trade

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why Was The Highway Needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: Texas State Library and Archives
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: Boston Public Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?

e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Mount Vernon, 1923, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center
for American History, UT Austin
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What are we doing?

e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

OO0
S

Mount Pleasant, 1933, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at
Center for American History, UT Austin
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What are we doing?
* Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Mount Pleasant, 1944, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center for American History, UT Austin
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and
Archives
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and Archives
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Portal to Texas History
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Portal to Texas History
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Portal to Texas History
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Albany, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Brackenridge, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Texas Historical Commission
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Ranger, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Big Spring, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Abilene, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Big Spring, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Mineral Wells, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: National Archives and Records Administration

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Eastland, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Abilene, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Wharton, Texas

Source: smalltowngems.com
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Fort Worth, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Cisco, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Strawn, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Mineral Wells, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Arlington, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Grand Prairie, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Boston Public Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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Source: The Garland Landmark Society
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Grand Prairie, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

East of Cisco, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

West of Texarkana, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

East of Cisco, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

West of Omaha, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Ranger, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Ringgold, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Naples, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Merkel, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

O

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Mineral Wells, Texas
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How can | participate?

* Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Humble Map, 1928. Source: Birmingham Public Library
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http://www.autolife.umd.umich.edu/Race/R_Casestudy/Negro_motorist_green_bk.htm

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



How can | participate?

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-highways
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http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-faqgs
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http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-news-links
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How can | participate?

* Next Public Meetings
— September 30 — Eastland
— October 1 — Mineral Wells
— October 3 — Abilene
— November 6 — Midland
— November 7 — Van Horn
— December 3 — E| Paso

e Survey crews return two weeks after each public
meeting
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How can | participate?
Project Contact information

* Texas Historical Commission
— Leslie Wolfenden, Project Manager
* Email: Leslie. Wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us
* Phone: 512-463-3386
 Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc.
— David Moore, Historian
* Email: dmoore@hhminc.com
* Phone: 512-478-8014 x 109
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Thank you for coming!
* Questions?
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