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What is the Project?

e Joint Effort

— Texas Historical
Commission

— Texas Department of
Transportation

e Grant from Federal
Highways
Administration

e Commemorate Historic
Highways

* Heritage Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What is the Project?

e Goals

— Develop Historic
Context

— Document Historic
Buildings and
Structures Along Source: TXDOT Photo Library
Bankhead Highway

— Make Information
Available to Public

— Promote Tourism

Source: Boston Public Library
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What is the Project?

e Survey all alignments of
Bankhead Highway in Texas.
Also known as:

— State Highway 1

— US 80 (west of Dallas)
— US 67 (east of Dallas)
— Broadway of America

* Please help us identify
historic resources along
highway

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What is the Project?

e Schedule
— Historic Context

— 10 public meetings from
August to December

— Survey crews to visit 1 to
2 weeks after each
public meeting

— Fieldwork to be
completed by December
or January

— Report due JUly 2014 Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What is the Bankhead Highway?

Source: Birmingham Public Library

* Transcontinental Highway from Washington DC
to San Diego CA by way of Alabama

e |dea dates to 1916 by Asa Rountree and Senator
John H. Bankhead of Alabama
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What is the Bankhead Highway?

e Lincoln Highway from New
York NY to San Francisco CA

e Other Highway Associations
formed in 1910s
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What is the Bankhead Highway?

R
e

e Deplorable Conditions of
Roads

— Good Roads Campaign
— Efforts at Local Level

 Growing Popularity of
Automobiles
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Who is Bankhead?

e Senator John Hollis
Bankhead (1842-1920)

— U.S. Senator 1907-1920
— Promoted Good Roads

— Sponsored Federal-Aid
Highway Act of 1916

— Expanded role of
federal government in
road networks and
systems

Source: Library of Congress
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Who is Bankhead?

Yes, he is related to Tallulah Bankhead

Source: Library of Congress Source: Library of Congress
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What is the route?
e Path finders
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Source: Birmingham Public Library
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What is the route?
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TEXAS STATE HIGHWAY GUIDE.

MiDLAND TO ABILENE (Continued.)
1010

Cross roads; tarn right.
Cross R. R, and Burn Jeft
alonyg spme.

LORAINE. Streets cross.
Tura right 1 block and then
turn left at conerete blork
Tuilding. *
Streets cross; turn vight.

4 rcovhers; turn left.

End of road: twm right.
End of vead; tuwm lefl.
Large brick school on left;
torn left.

ROSCOE, Cypress and
Main Sta. Twrn right on e
Uypress St

Turn left with road.

Cross roada; turn riget
Turn left scrosa R, R. and
then torn right.

Take right hand real; turm

right.

SWEETWATER. Caurt
hovse at far side turn right
1 block, thea turn left onte
North Hecond St

HOTEL WRIGHT

Sweelwater, Texas
7 S 4 ists
Built and Operated for Traveling Men and Touris!
Who Want and Appreciate Something Betfer
Telephone, Hot and Cold Water and Two Windows
With Outside Exposure in Every Room
One-Third Qur Reoms With Private or
Connected Baths
Our Service Is Second to None and We Would like to
Have You as Our Guest
HOTEL WRIGHT

Rates $2.50 e $3.50 & Dy

Sweetwaler, Texas

H. N. Cook, Manager
7 Str ; turn vighl. then left.
}.g};é ('_‘:":3?Fl??rﬁ?s:;nr{.l?m;?:diate- 125.6 Tiake right hand road; torn
p b left. right.
1135 !l n':l‘mlpft. igrioring vight 126.2 Cross roads; turn Teft.
hand rend . 1287 TRENT.
1190 Under R. R, and turn vight i:gg %FE’R%&E&m
3.5 .
120.0 uE!g;‘(RU'JE‘T\\n:.&Etmight ahead, 1il4 ABILENE, Pine and North
1211 Turn right acress B. R. and Front Sta., station oo left.
ABILENE TO FORT WORTIL
Wi, Pine and North crosa yeads,
- -.1\313:[&];;5 West ol:“)ﬁnlst pust 12.2 Cross roads. Turn laff at
i sign. ;
02 Tary Tentom Hickery St 142 School on Jeft, Turn right
- v £ 5 at cross roads.
19 as‘t‘:-nettf?;:;sing. Turn right. }"»g %um ie_fth:t cross roade.
; L urn ri
i el 167 Take left hand road through
0 ‘Furn right. femee.
gg Srg‘l::o}.lgn Jeft. Tum pight. 16.9 Take vight fork, Road
'.‘:2 Turn left at cross roads, il K;::’!;!?‘;‘:n:? {i:'\ls;léure.
: WHANAR, A school on 186 Throngh fence and take et
13 Stré«ixht shead  through i fork just beyond, o

TEXAS STATE HIGHWAY GUIDE.

ABILENE TO FORT

WORTH ({Continued.)

winds. Ignore ail branch on left. Straight through
intersections, on macadarn,
0.8 Heep to left. 1081 Cuorve left down grade.
2.8 Ranch houre on right. 1153 Through cross roads at
309 Through fence and keep to sehool. :
right. 1187  School on leff,
#3.3 Coming into fane. 11 Grosg . R, an Huobbard St
328 Turn left, i MINERAL WELLS. Hub-
380 Take right hand traveled bard and Cak Sts. Straight
Toad. ahead.
804 Turn left at signs. 120.1 Turn  vight; follow main
326 Turn right. road,
38,7 Cresz irom bridge. 1213  School house on right.
40.0 ALBANY. Court house ¢n 1224 Bridge.
right. Straight alead. 1227 Brigge.
401 Cross R. R. and bear right. 1241 Cross R. R.
403 Croes roans. Tarn-right at 1260 Turn left and croas H. R
sign. 1283 Turn right,
40.4 Cross roards Hear left at 1302 Gin on right, achool hoase
sign, on left.  Tworn right and
43.4 Take left hand road, eroaas loog bridge.
46.2 Bear yight at sign. Cress E. R. ¥
48.2 ‘Bear left at sign. Turn left; eross roecky road.
483 Curve right, GARNER.
49.8 School on right. Bridge.
526 Crosa irom bridge. . Furn left. .
580 Cragx lomg iran bridge over Bridge; long hill aheml.
Drazos river. Bridge,
621 Keep to left Dridge.
fR.R Keep to right. Bridge; hoose on Tight.
A3.0 Turn Jeft. Sehool and ehureh on vight;
64.0 Turn right. . turn left,
#4.3  Cross bridge, tarning left at Crose It R
erosa rdads; barm right at Follow main road.
croas roads joat beyond. WEATIIERFORD, Conrt
847 BRECKENERIDGE. Coort _house.
house on left.  Straight Cross R. R.; depot_on left.
ead. Crosz R, R. and bridge.
851 Crogs iron bridge and keep K. of P. COrghanage on left.
to right at fork just beyond. Follow main road to leff.
6289 Turn right. : R Croas bridge. Rl Vo
641 Take left hand road. Crogs bridge.
T2.2 Behool on left, - (roag bridge.
8 CADD(), Take right hand Turn right.
road; curve left at store. {ALEDO, 1 mile to right).
TS Turn right. MARY'S CREEL.
R Tuen left at =school. From Mary's creele =chool honse
here  voml  winds  ameong on right,
hills for severnl miles, Mary's ereck church an feff,
M Keep to left. turn le
P68 Keep to laft at store. Turn vight.
8.4 Scheal an teft. Straight ahedd.
1003 Straight through cross roads Cross street car tracks.
1013 Turn Jeft. : Cross railroad.
1025 Curve right, Cross Trinity River.
1068 School on right. FORT WORTH. Conrt
1069 PALD PINTO. Court houst honse.
FORT WORTH TO DALLAS
&0 FORT WORTH. B5th and block to
Throckmorton Sts. Chamber 01 Torn left 2 blocks.
of Commerce. Go somth 1 0.2 7th and Main Sts.  Tom
{51}

Source: T. Lindsay Baker Research Files
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hat is the route?

TEXAS STATE HICHWAY GUIDE.

MiDLAND TO ABILENE (Continued.)

roads; turn right. 1010 ROSCOE, Cypress and
g:::: R? R. and E.Em Jeft Main Sta. Turn 1-€xht oh te
alenye spme. Uypress St
LORAINE. Strests rross. 1020 Tun left with road.
Turn right 1 block and then 1024 Cress roads; turn right.
turn 19% at roncrete blork 1051  Turn left acrosa R, R. and

Szapmpe =

Tuilding. E‘ﬁen Eq r.

l*t at. Werst on ,‘1 st at 2 uss ‘roads. Turn la
R. R, station.

sign. ;
Sehoel on left, Turn right

R mmere @

Turn right on Higkory 3t 14.2

away from . at cﬂ:s?t mta:l i

Street erossing, Turn right. 5.2 Turn feft at cros

Cross R I 1(\,2 Turn :f% s

Turn left. 16.3 fa'kel hand road throu

’ ht. enee,

&‘:::oflﬁn Jeft. Tum right. 169 Take vight forlr, Road

Turn left atb cross ronds. x;nds ndcmsr; {pe.\ls:!léure.

T, 18.3 jongside of fel

Eﬁ“m i 186 Threugh fence and takoi eft

103 Str;l'lg'ht ahead throug—h(sm fork just beyvond. zond

TEXAS STATE HIGHWAY GUIDE.

ABILENE TO FORT WORTH {Continued.)
winds. Ignore ail branch on left. Straipht threugh

intersections. on macadarn,

XKeep to left. 1081 Cuorve left down grade.

Ranch kouse on right. 1153 Through cross roads st

Through fence apd keep to sehool. .

right. 1187  School on leff,

(,nmmy into ane. 1144 Crosg R, R, an Hobbard St

Turn left, t10.0 MINERAL WELLS. Hub-

Takc right hand traveled bw}:rddand ak Stz. Straight
ahead.

Turn left at signs. 120.1 Tum right; follow main

Turn right. o,

Crosz irom bridge. 1213 School house on right.

ALBANY. Gourt house on 1224  Bridge

right. Straight alead. 1227 Brigge.

Cross B R. and bear right. 1241 Cross R. R.
Cross roada, Torneright at 1260 Turn left and cross B R.
sign. 1283 Turn right,
Cross- roads.  Hear left at 31802 Gin on right, school hoaze
i on left. Torn right and
eross loog brldga

TORE .
Turn left; cross roeky rond.
GARNER.

Br)dgc

sign,

Tﬁ‘e left hand read.

Bear right at sign.

"Bear left at sign.

Curve Tight,

School on right.

Crosa irnm bridge.

Crags longe iron bridge over
DBrazos river.

n left.
Bridge; long hill aheml.
Bridge,

Keep to left.  Dridge.
Keep to right. Bridge; hoose on Tight.
Turn left. Schoel and ehurch on vight;
Turn right. turn left,

Cross B. R,

Follow main road.
WEATIIERFORD, Conrt
_house.

Crogs R. R.; depot on left.
Crosz R. R. and bri

K. of P. Orghanaze on left.
Follow main road to ]cft;

Crozs hridge, tarning left at
eroga rdads; torn right at
croas roads joat beyond.
BRECKENRIDGE. Coort
house on left. Beraight
ead.

Cross irom bridge and keep
to right at fork just beyond

Turn right. Croas bridge. ™ =~
Take left hand read. Cross bridge.
Sc'hool on Ieft, - Croag bridge.

), Take right hand Turn right.

rmud curve left at store.
Turn' right.

Turn left at school. Trom
here  raml  winds  among
hills for severnl miles,
Keep to left.

Keep to left at atore.
Schoal on teft.

Btraight through eross roads
Tuern left. :

{ALEDO, 1 mile to right).
I\IARY’Q CREEL.

Mary'zs creck srhool house
on right.

Muary's ereck choreh on left,
turn le

Torn vight.

Straight ahesd.

Cross atreet car tracks.
Cross railroad.

Curve right, Cross Trinity River.

School on right. 1738 FORT WORTH. Conrt
FALOD P{“ITO Conrt haust honse.

FORT WORTH TO DALLAS
FORT WORTH. 5th and block to
Throckmorton Sta. Chamber 01 Tarn left 2 blocks.
of Commerce. Go soath l( }D,Z 7th and Main Sts. Turmn
51

Source: T. Lindsay Baker Research Files
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What is the route?
e Path finders

Source: Bygone Byways

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



Source: Bygone Byways
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Source: Bygone Byways
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What is the route?
* Map

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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What is the route?
* Map

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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What is the route?

Source: Baylor University
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What is the route?
e Build the Highway

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD
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What is the route?
e Build the Highway

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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What is the route?
e Build the Highway

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What is the route?
e Build the Highway

Source: Internet Archive

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What is the route?
e Build the Highway

A

N

e DS

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?
 Military Transportation

CAmMP 'JOHN FRAMKL\N
- SWEETWATER TEX,

ri NG S,

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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Why was the highway needed?
e Military Transportation

........
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Source: Birmingham Public Library
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Why was the highway needed?
e Commerce and Trade

Source: The Portal to Texas History
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Why was the highway needed?
e Commerce and Trade

Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon
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Why was the highway needed?
e Commerce and Trade

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?
e Commerce and Trade

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why Was The Highway Needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?
e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: Texas State Library and Archives
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Why was the highway needed?

e Tourism

Source: Boston Public Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?

e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Mount Vernon, 1944, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center for American History, UT
Austin
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

OO0
S

Mount Pleasant, 1933, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at
Center for American History, UT Austin
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and
Archives
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and Archives
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Portal to Texas History
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Portal to Texas History
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Portal to Texas History
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Albany, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Brackenridge, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Texas Historical Commission
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Ranger, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Big Spring, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Abilene, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Big Spring, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Mineral Wells, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Eastland, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Abilene, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: National Archives and Records Administration
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Wharton, Texas

Source: smalltowngems.com
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Fort Worth, Texas

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Cisco, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Strawn, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Mineral Wells, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Arlington, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Grand Prairie, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Boston Public Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Grand Prairie, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

East of Cisco, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

West of Texarkana, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

East of Cisco, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

West of Omaha, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Ranger, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Ringgold, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Rowlett, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Naples, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Tye, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Merkel, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

O

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Mineral Wells, Texas
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Hi



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: TxDOT Photo Library

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Boston Public Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: Boston Public Library
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What are we doing?
e Survey and Document Historic Resources

Source: The Portal to Texas History
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Humble Map, 1928. Source: Birmingham Public Library
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e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other

materials

How can | participate?

RECORD

GALS. | SPEEDOMETER

IRE RECO!

RD

DATE

WHEEL

SPEEDOMETER

‘The osesb(?;f
This Bo Are
To He]p You -

(Jo always
take the right
road.

J
/
/ (Jo get the
o mo.rt service
- and pleasure
N\ out of your

\ carat the
“least costsv

Humble Map, 1928. Source: Birmingham Public Library
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e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other

materials

How can | participate?
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Drive carefully on wet streets. It is hard to stop
s.{ttd‘d’lpg once you start. Turning the wheels in the
direction of the skid will help—but be sure there is
nothing in the way.

Source: Birmingham Public Library
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Source: Center for American History

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway



How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Source: Center for American History
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

Source: thesocietypages.org
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How can | participate?

http://www.autolife.umd.umich.edu/Race/R_Casestudy/Negro_motorist_green_bk.htm
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How can | participate?

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-highways
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http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway
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How can | participate?

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-fags
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How can | participate?

e Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other
materials

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-news-links
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How can | participate?

 Next Public Meetings
— September 30 — Eastland
— October 1 — Mineral Wells
— October 3 — Abilene
— November 6 — Midland
— November 7 — Van Horn
— December 3 - E| Paso

e Survey crews return two weeks after each public
meeting
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How can | participate?
Project Contact information

e Texas Historical Commission
— Leslie Wolfenden, Project Manager
 Email: Leslie Wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us
* Phone: 512-463-3386
 Hardy-Heck-Moore, Inc.
— David Moore, Historian
e Email: dmoore@hhminc.com
 Phone: 512-478-8014 x 109
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Thank you for coming!
e Questions?

The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway
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