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The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the Project? 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 

 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the Project? 

• Joint Effort 
– Texas Historical 

Commission  
– Texas Department of 

Transportation 
• Grant from Federal 

Highways 
Administration  

• Commemorate Historic 
Highways 

• Heritage Tourism 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the Project? 
• Goals 

– Develop Historic 
Context 

– Document Historic 
Buildings and 
Structures Along 
Bankhead Highway 

– Make Information 
Available to Public 

– Promote Tourism 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 

Source: Boston Public Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the Project? 
• Survey all alignments of 

Bankhead Highway in Texas. 
Also known as: 
– State Highway 1 
– US 80 (west of Dallas)  
– US 67 (east of Dallas) 
– Broadway of America 

• Please help us identify 
historic resources along 
highway 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the Project? 
• Schedule 

– Historic Context 
– 10 public meetings from  

August to December 
– Survey crews to visit 1 to 

2 weeks after each 
public meeting 

– Fieldwork to be 
completed by December 
or January 

– Report due July 2014 
 
 

 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the Bankhead Highway? 

• Transcontinental Highway from Washington DC 
to San Diego CA by way of Alabama 

• Idea dates to 1916 by Asa Rountree and Senator 
John H. Bankhead of Alabama 
 

Source: Birmingham Public Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the Bankhead Highway? 

• Lincoln Highway from New 
York NY to San Francisco CA 

• Other Highway Associations 
formed in 1910s 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the Bankhead Highway? 

• Deplorable Conditions of 
Roads 
– Good Roads Campaign 
– Efforts at Local Level 

• Growing Popularity of 
Automobiles 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Who is Bankhead? 
• Senator John Hollis 

Bankhead (1842-1920) 
– U.S. Senator 1907-1920 
– Promoted Good Roads 
– Sponsored Federal-Aid 

Highway Act of 1916 
– Expanded role of 

federal government in 
road networks and 
systems 

Source: Library of Congress 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Who is Bankhead? 

Source: Library of Congress Source: Library of Congress 

Yes, he is related to Tallulah Bankhead 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the route? 
• Path finders 

Source: Birmingham Public Library 
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What is the route? 

Source: T. Lindsay Baker Research Files 
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What is the route? 
• Path finders 

Source: Bygone Byways 
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Source: Bygone Byways 
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Source: Bygone Byways 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the route? 
• Map 

Source: Birmingham Public Library 
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What is the route? 
• Map 

Source: Birmingham Public Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the route? 

Source: Baylor University 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the route? 
• Build the Highway 

Source: National Archives and Records Administration, College Park, MD 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the route? 
• Build the Highway 

Source: Birmingham Public Library 
 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the route? 
• Build the Highway 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the route? 
• Build the Highway 

Source: Internet Archive 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What is the route? 
• Build the Highway 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Why was the highway needed? 
• Military Transportation 

Source: Birmingham Public Library 
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Why was the highway needed? 
• Military Transportation 

Source: Birmingham Public Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Why was the highway needed? 
• Commerce and Trade 

Source: The Portal to Texas History 
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Why was the highway needed? 
• Commerce and Trade 

Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon 
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Why was the highway needed? 
• Commerce and Trade 
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Why was the highway needed? 
• Commerce and Trade 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Why was the highway needed? 
• Tourism 

Source: Birmingham Public Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Why was the highway needed? 
• Tourism 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Why Was The Highway Needed? 
• Tourism 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Why was the highway needed? 
• Tourism 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Why was the highway needed? 
• Tourism 

 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Why was the highway needed? 
• Tourism 

Source: Texas State Library and Archives 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Why was the highway needed? 
• Tourism 

Source: Boston Public Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Mount Vernon, 1923, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center 
for American History, UT Austin 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Mount Vernon, 1923, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center for 
American History, UT Austin 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Mount Vernon, 1944, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at Center for American History, UT 
Austin 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Mount Pleasant, 1933, Sanborn Map Co., Digital copy at 
Center for American History, UT Austin 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and 
Archives 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Omaha, 1943, Texas State Board of Insurance, Texas State Library and Archives 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: Portal to Texas History 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: Portal to Texas History 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: Portal to Texas History 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Albany, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Brackenridge, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: Texas Historical Commission 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Ranger, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Big Spring, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Abilene, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Big Spring, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Mineral Wells, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: National Archives and Records Administration 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Eastland, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Abilene, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: National Archives and Records Administration 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: smalltowngems.com 

Wharton, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Fort Worth, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Cisco, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Strawn, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Mineral Wells, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Arlington, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Grand Prairie, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: Boston Public Library 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: The Garland Landmark Society 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Grand Prairie, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

East of Cisco, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

West of Texarkana, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

East of Cisco, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

West of Omaha, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Ranger, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Ringgold, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Rowlett, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Naples, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Tye, Texas 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Merkel, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Mineral Wells, Texas 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 
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What are we doing? 
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Source: TxDOT Photo Library 
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What are we doing? 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: TxDOT Photo Library 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: Boston Public Library 
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What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: Boston Public Library 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

What are we doing? 
• Survey and Document Historic Resources 

Source: The Portal to Texas History 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

How can I participate? 
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials 

Humble Map, 1928. Source: Birmingham Public Library 
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Source: B. F. Hicks, Mount Vernon 
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The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

How can I participate? 
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials 

Source: Center for American History 
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How can I participate? 
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials 

Source: Center for American History 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

How can I participate? 
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials 

Source: thesocietypages.org 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

How can I participate? 

http://www.autolife.umd.umich.edu/Race/R_Casestudy/Negro_motorist_green_bk.htm 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

How can I participate? 

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-highways 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

How can I participate? 

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

How can I participate? 

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-faqs 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

How can I participate? 
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials 

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-texas-
highways/bankhead-highway/bankhead-highway-news-links 
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How can I participate? 
• Share historic maps, photos, postcards & other 

materials 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

How can I participate? 

• Next Public Meetings 
– September 30 – Eastland 
– October 1 – Mineral Wells 
– October 3 – Abilene 
– November 6 – Midland 
– November 7 – Van Horn 
–  December 3 – El Paso 

• Survey crews return two weeks after each public 
meeting 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

How can I participate? 
Project Contact information 

 
• Texas Historical Commission 

– Leslie Wolfenden, Project Manager 
• Email: Leslie.Wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us 
• Phone: 512-463-3386 

• Hardy·Heck·Moore, Inc. 
– David Moore, Historian 

• Email: dmoore@hhminc.com 
• Phone: 512-478-8014 x 109 



The Bankhead Highway in Texas: Legacy of a Historic Highway 

Thank you for coming! 
• Questions? 
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