


Historic Resources Surveys 



Historic Resources Survey 

What is a Historic Resources Survey? 
 
• A systematic method of documenting historic resources 

through fieldwork and research.  

 

• Designed to answer the questions “what historic resources 

exist, why are they significant, and where are they?” 

 

• Each resource is documented with photographs, mapping, 

written physical description on a form, and database entry. 

 

• Historic resources are districts, buildings, structures, sites, 

and objects that are significant in American history, 

architecture, archeology, engineering and culture. 



Survey is part of a broader preservation 

planning effort 
 

• Essential if a community plans to pursue historical 

designations or historic districts under local ordinances. 

• Produces information useful to local government or 

planning agencies. 

• Helps identify historic resources in anticipation of projects 

that may involve building demolition and land disturbance. 

• Documents properties representing a style, period, 

construction type or historic theme. 

• Stimulates public awareness of a community's historic 

resources. 

• Community members can participate. 

Why Conduct a Survey? 



Do research BEFORE starting survey work 

 

Often called a Research Design report 
• Project description 

• Project area map 

• Historic context with bibliography 

• Previously identified historic resources 

• Period(s) of significance 

• Specify next tasks 

Have a Plan 



A project description and project area map 

makes sure that everyone involved in the 

survey project knows: 

 
• Where the survey is going to take place 

• The level of effort for the survey work 

• What to expect in terms of resources 

 

Project Description 



Project Area Map 



• Describes historical development patterns within 

which significance of a resource can be 

understood 

• Provides organizing structure for grouping 

information about historic resources that share 

common theme, place, and time 

• Provides basis for evaluating significance and 

integrity 

• Critical tool for understanding, identifying, 

evaluating, and protecting those resources that 

give each community its individual character and 

sense of place 

Historic Context 



Provides analytical framework for identifying and 

evaluating resources by focusing on and concisely 

explaining  
• What aspects of geography, history, and culture 

significantly shaped the physical description of 

community’s or region’s land use patterns and built 

environment over time,  

• What important property types were associated with those 

developments,  

• Why they are important,  

• What characteristics they need to have to be considered 

an important representation of their type and context.  

Historic Context 



Historic Context 

Historic Context Information 

 
• Early Settlement and County Formation 

• Growth of the Town 

• Agriculture 

• Transportation 

• Industry and Commerce 

• Education 

• Prominent Buildings within the Survey Area 

• Mid 1900s into the Twenty-first Century 



Previously Identified Resources 

• National Register property  

• Individual 

• District or contributing to a district 

• Recorded Texas Historic Landmark (RTHL) 

• State Antiquities Landmark (SAL) 

• Local landmark or in a local historic district 



Previously Identified Resources 



Levels of Survey 

Three Levels of Survey 
• Windshield 

• Reconnaissance 

• Intensive 

 

Refers to level of effort involved 

 

Sometimes conducted in sequence with 

lowest level being used in planning next 

phase or combined 



Windshield Survey 

Drive around the proposed survey area  
 

Note generalities about the resources 

representing different architectural styles, 

periods, and modes of construction 

 

• Get general feel for the neighborhood/district  

• Take photographic sampling of district 

• Write a historic context 

• Decide whether further survey work is needed 



Windshield Survey 



Reconnaissance Survey 

Basic inventory of every building, structure, 

site, and object in survey area 
 

• Address 

• Current and historic functions 

• Architectural description and structural details 

• Construction date 

• Significance and integrity 

• Individually eligible or contributing to district? 

• Photograph of each resource 



Reconnaissance Survey: Inventory 



Reconnaissance Survey: Form 



Intensive Survey 

Intensive survey takes reconnaissance 

survey one step further  

 

• Detailed background research  

• Thorough documentation 

• Can be for all historic resources in district or just 

selected ones that have high levels of 
significance and integrity 



Intensive Survey: Form 



THC Survey Packet 

THC Historic Resources Survey Packet includes: 
 

• THC Historic Resources Survey Manual 

• THC survey form 

• THC Access database 

• TARL Texas County Abbreviations 

• THC photo labeling protocol 

 

 



THC Survey Packet 

THC Survey Manual 



THC Survey Packet 

THC Survey Form 



THC Survey Packet 

THC Survey Access Database 

**Need to have  

Microsoft Access 2007 or newer 



THC Online Atlas 

Atlas.thc.state.tx.us 



Source Information 

NPS National Register Publications 
• Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation 

• http://www.nps.gov/history/NR/publications/bulletins/nrb24/  

 

Texas Historical Commission (THC) 
• Historic Resources Survey website 

• http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-

resources-survey  

 

• Historic Resources Survey Coordinator: Leslie Wolfenden 
• 512.463.3386  leslie.wolfenden@thc.state.tx.us 
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