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On the eastern slopes of the Rocky Mountains, the Nathaniel K. Boswell Ranch reflects the 100-year
evolution of a typical Wyoming livestock ranch. Hay was grown on the bottomland along the
Laramie River, while cattle and other livestock grazed on hillsides of sage and grass. The
headquarters, consisting of a house, barns, bunkhouses, sheds, privies, fences, pens, and corrals,

reflects the central operations of the ranch and is also a distinctive collection of late 19th century log
construction. (Mark Junge)
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NATIONAL REGISTER PROCESS

Identification

* Develop historic context
* Conduct historic research
* Survey the landscape

Evaluation
* Define significance
1. Apply the National Register criteria
2. Select areas of significance
3. Define period of significance
* Assess integrity
1. Apply qualities of integrity
2. Identify changes and threats to integrity
3. Classify contributing and noncontributing resources
4. Weigh overall integrity
* Select defensible boundaries
1. Define the historic property
2. Decide what to include
3. Select appropriate edges

Registration

» Complete National Register form(s)
» Follow registration procedures in 36 CFR Part 60
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An 1847 map of Berkeley County, Virginia (now West Virginia), indicated land ownership, roads
and waterways, natural features, and county boundaries. It also provided statistics on acreage,
population, crop production, livestock, schools, and manufacturing capital. (Record Group 77,
National Archives)

information, such as the size of house-
holds, occupations, and ethnic asso-
ciations. Also, census records for
agriculture and industry provide data
and statistics on the historic land uses,
ownership, and productivity of an area.
Agricultural census records may also
indicate the kinds and numbers of live-
stock on farms, and whether they were
fenced or at free range.

Agricultural practices generally vary
from state to state, and region to re-
gion. Agricultural periodicals, such as
the Michigan Farmer or Connecticut Valley
Farmer and Mechanics, were published
state by state or regionally beginning in
the early 19th century. State colleges of
agriculture, established under the Mor-
rill Act of 1862, and experiment stations
first established in 1887 became valu-
able sources of information for farmers
on topics of science, agriculture, and
even construction methods for farm
buildings. Similarly, mining periodicals
and the publications of mining schools,
in many states, provide information
about scientific and technological ad-
vances that affected mining activities.

Beginning in the 1930s, the U.S. Soil
Conservation Service assumed an ac-
tive role in shaping American farms by
recommending the planting of wind
breaks, revitalization of soils, contour
plowing, and other techniques. Re-
ports, pamphlets, and bulletins of fed-
eral agricultural programs may be
found in university libraries and ar-
chives and the National Agricultural
Library of the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture (Beltsville, Maryland). Aerial
photographs and soil maps are availa-
ble from the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture, National Archives, EROS Data
Center of the U.S. Geological Survey,
and private air photo services (see
Sources of Aerial Photographs). Re-
cords of other federal agencies in the
National Archives, including those of
the Corps of Engineers, Bureau of
Mines, Bureau of Fisheries, Coast
Guard, and Forest Service, also provide
information on rural land uses and
activities.

Oral history is often essential. Local
farmers, foresters, mining engineers,
and extension agents are often valuable
sources of information about the agri-
culture, silviculture, or mining of a
particular region. Onsite interviews
with local farmers may provide insight
into how a farm has been managed and
what changes have occurred in the past
20 to 50 years. Other longterm resi-
dents, including merchants, teachers,
librarians, and town officials, may rec-
ollect events or activities related to









SUGGESTIONS FOR
COMPLETING A RURAL
SURVEY

1. Be comprehensive both in documentary research and site observations.
Important information may be found in state and county offices, but also in
local historical museums, in family collections, or through personal recollec-
tions. The physical evidence present in the landscape itself is an important
source of information.

2. Use the statement of historic contexts as a guide for identifying historic
properties and judging what features require the greatest attention and con-
tribute most to historic significance. Do not hesitate to change, refine, and
add to the statement as the survey proceeds. Early ideas help guide and
shape further investigations.

3. Be well equipped as you enter the field with both a knowledge of the
history of the area and personal tools such as maps, aerial photos, sketch
pads, markers, note pads, cameras, compasses, and binoculars. Being ready
physically may be just as important as being well-prepared intellectually.
Necessities such as gasoline, water, or food are not always readily available
in rural areas. Field work may require special outfitting and provisions, such
as hiking boots, rain gear, or insect repellant.

4. Be sensitive to ongoing rural activities and the rights of property owners.
Receive permission before entering private land. Inquire about unsafe condi-
tions or areas that are off-limits, such as newly planted fields, animal pens,
uncovered wells, open mining shafts, sink holes, traps, poison ivy, or poten-
tially dangerous animals—domestic or wild. Close gates behind you, and
take care not to interrupt working operations.

5. Listen to the people who know the landscape. Talk with people, try to
understand the history of the place from the viewpoint of the people who
live and work there. Have specialists in aspects of agriculture, mining, or
local history and ecology accompany you in the field; they can provide im-
portant insights.

6. Keep careful records of photographs, maps, notes, ideas, and thoughts.
Record the subject and vantage point of each photograph, and key the infor-
mation, if possible, to a map or aerial photograph while you are in the field
since this information may be difficult to recollect back in the office. Also
record the film roll number, frame number, date, and photographer.

7. Remember, always, landscapes change. Historic photographs are good
indicators of the ways things were and can be used to compare changes over
time. Do not expect to find any property in its historic condition. Look for
the landscape of the past as you would expect it to appear today. Trees may
be larger, ground cover may be different, buildings may have been moved,
fences may be lost or in relic condition, and farming techniques may have
changed.

8. Do not rely upon any single source. Check and counter-check any infor-
mation. Eyewitness accounts are not always accurate and historical photo-
graphs can sometimes be misleading. Judge the value of each historical
photograph; it may record a moment in time, but not necessarily an impor-
tant one.
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refuse sites not visible from the
ground.

Computerized Geographic Informa-
tion Systems (GIS) are useful in ana-
lyzing data about rural land uses,
viewsheds, clusters, and vegetation.
Aerial photographs, historic maps, and
current maps can be compared to de-
termine the nature and extent of land
use changes through time. GIS can
create a standard scale for maps and
photographs having different scales.
Topographic information can be plotted
with rural landscape characteristics to
determine spatial organization and
visual relationships by using typical
operations such as map overlays, dis-
tance calculations, and interpolation.
These operations can also be used to
define the boundaries of National Reg-
ister properties and to assess the visual
impact of land use changes.

EVALUATION

Evaluation entails three major activi-
ties: defining significance, assessing his-
toric integrity, and selecting boundaries.
Information gathered through historic
research and field survey is related to the
study area’s historic contexts to deter-
mine the extent to which identified prop-
erties possess the characteristics of
important rural property types. Signifi-
cance, integrity, and boundaries depend
upon the presence of tangible landscape
features and the evidence of the proc-
esses, cultural and natural, that have
shaped the landscape.

Historical facts and survey data
should verify the presence of signifi-
cant historic landscape characteristics
and the condition of the properties that
made up a community or region histor-
ically. For example, the historic patterns
of an agricultural community subject to
increasing suburbanization may be
evident in eight farms having at least
75 percent of their historic acreage, a
substantial number of historic build-
ings, and compatible agricultural use.

Patterns of change, within a regional
or local context, may affect significance.
For example, in a six-county region of a
midwestern State, typical farmsteads
contain similarly arranged clusters of
corncribs, sugar houses, wellhouses,
and poultry pens; fruit orchards of a
standard size; maple-lined roadways,
and fenced pastures. As changing agri-
cultural methods and new land uses
destroy more and more of these charac-
teristics, isolated communities and
individual farmsteads retaining the
historic configuration may become eli-
gible for National Register listing.









DOCUMENTATION OF LANDSCAPE CHARACTERISTICS

Landscape characteristics are the tangible evidence of the ac-
tivities and habits of the people who occupied, developed,
used, and shaped the landscape to serve human needs; they
may reflect the beliefs, attitudes, traditions, and values of

these people.

This chart summarizes the kinds of data, gath-
ered through field survey and historic research,
to be described on National Register forms.
Certain landscape characteristics require loca-
tion, dating, and detailed description, while
others may be described collectively as they
contribute to the general character and setting
of the landscape. Generally those meeting the
definitions used in the National Register for
buildings, structures, objects, and sites, require
the most detail. An asterisk * identifies those
characteristics that should be located on sketch
maps accompanying National Register forms.
Preservation planning and management may
call for additional documentation, for example,
a detailed site plan of types of vegetation.

The features within a landscape are the physi-
cal evidence of past uses, events, and associa-
tions. They may reflect a variety of activities
occurring at one time, or evolving functions in
different periods of time, for example, orchards
planted sequentially as a farm’s productivity
increased. They may or may not be historic, or
contributing to the significance for which the
landscape meets the National Register criteria.
Although the larger and most prominent char-
acteristics require the greatest documentation,
those, less prominent, help define the land-
scape’s setting and character, and should not
be overlooked. The characteristics of a land-
scape interrelate and may, in some cases, over-
lap, for example, cultural traditions may be
evident in structures and buildings, spatial or-
ganization, vegetation, and clusters.

Characteristics Features

Documentation

Land Uses and Activities

Fields, pastures, orchards, open
range, terraces, commons, ceme-
teries, playing fields, parks, mining
areas, quarries, and logging areas.

¢ Describe principal and significant
land uses.

¢ Identify the tangible features related
to land uses by type, general loca-
tion, dates of use, condition, and
related vegetation.

* Describe historic processes related to
land use, such as mining, irrigation,
lumbering, contour farming, or
quarrying.

* Point out obsolete historic operations,
ongoing traditional practices, or
modern adaptations related to
significance.

* [dentify threats to integrity, and indi-
cate their location, extent, and impact
on historic integrity.

* Identify areas having major impor-
tance or predominance, by location
and type, and classify as historic or
nonhistoric.

15



Characteristics

Features

Documentation

Patterns of Spatial Organization

Overall pattern of the circulation
networks, areas of land use, natural
features, clusters of structures, and
division of property.

* Describe any patterns characterizing
the landscape as a whole.

¢ Relate patterns to land uses and ac-
tivities, responses to nature, and
cultural traditions.

* Relate spatial organization to compo-
nents, including vegetation, bound-
ary demarcations, and circulation
networks.

Describe and locate any areas where
historic spatial organization is partic-
ularly visible or substantially lost.

Response to the Natural Environ-
ment

Adaptations to climate and natural
features seen in land use, orientation
of clusters, construction materials,
design of buildings, and methods of
transportation.

* Describe the physical environment
and ecological systems of the region.

® Describe the kinds of the features
that have resulted from cultural adap-
tations or responses to the natural
environment.

* Identify natural features that have
major importance or predominance,
by name, type, and location.

Cultural Traditions

Land use practices, buildings and
structures, ethnic or religious institu-
tions, community organization, con-
struction methods, technology,
trades and skills, use of plants,
craftsmanship, methods of transpor-
tation, and patterns of land division.

® Describe land use practices, patterns
of land division, institutions, build-
ing forms, workmanship, stylistic
preferences, vernacular characteris-
tics, use of materials, and methods of
construction that have been influ-
enced by cultural tradition.

¢ Identify the sources of cultural influ-
ences, and name specific individuals,
such as artisans, builders, commu-
nity leaders, or farmers, responsible
for perpetuating or establishing such
traditions.

Describe the kinds of features result-
ing from or exhibiting cultural tradi-
tions, and name, date, and locate the
primary features reflecting such
traditions.

Circulation Networks

Paths, roads, streams, or canals,
highways, railways, and waterways.

¢ Describe the principal forms of trans-
portation and circulation routes that
facilitate travel within the landscape
and connect the landscape with its
larger region.

¢ Name, date, and describe principal or
significant examples.

Identify principal roadways and
other transportation routes, by name,
type, and location, and classify as
contributing or noncontributing.

*
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Characteristics

Features

Documentation

Boundary Demarcations

Divisions marked by fences, walls,
land use, vegetation, roadways,
bodies of water, and irrigation or
drainage ditches.

® Describe the ways in which land
ownership and activities are physi-
cally divided within the landscape,
and discuss the differences between
historic and current practices.

* Relate boundary demarcations to
overall spatial organization and re-
gional patterns of land division.

¢ Identify the predominant features
that mark divisions within the land-
scape and locate important historic
ones.

Vegetation Related to Land Use

Functional and ornamental trees and
shrubs, fields for cropping, treelines
along walls and roads, native vegeta-
tion, orchards, groves, woodlots,
pastures, gardens, allées, shelter
belts, forests, and grasslands.

¢ Describe principal, predominant,
and significant vegetation, by type,
condition, age, use, and general or
specific location.

¢ Discuss changes that have occurred
in vegetation since the period of sig-
nificance.

® Relate the function, massing, and
details of vegetation to land uses and
activities, cultural traditions, and
response to the natural environment.

® For rotated crops, identify the general
types of crops that might be grown
over a period of several years.

Buildings, Structures, and Objects:

Buildings: residences, schools,
churches, outbuildings, barns,
stores, community halls, and train
depots.

Structures: dams, canals, tunnels,
mining shafts, grain elevators, silos,
bridges, earthworks, and highways.
Objects: monuments, threshers, and
cider mills.

¢ Describe the kinds of buildings,
structures, and major objects present.

Relate the function, form, materials,
and construction of buildings, struc-
tures, and objects to land uses and
activities, cultural adaptations, and
response to the natural environment.

Identify patterns and distinctive ex-
amples of workmanship, methods of
construction, materials, stylistic influ-
ences, and vernacular forms.

* Describe the condition of historic
buildings and structures, and nature
of additions and alterations.

® Describe the principal and most im-
portant buildings, structures, and
objects, by name, type, location,
date, function, condition, methods of
construction, materials, stylistic influ-
ence, and, if known, builder.

Discuss the impact of nonhistoric
construction and alterations on his-
toric integrity.

* Identify all buildings and structures

and principal objects, by location,

name or number, and type, and classify
as contributing or noncontributing,.

17



Characteristics

Features

Documentation

Clusters

Village centers, farmsteads, cross-
roads, harbors, and ranching or min-
ing complexes.

® Describe the clusters, historic and
nonhistoric, found in the landscape,
by general location, function, scale,
spatial arrangement, density, condi-
tion, and composition.

® Discuss any patterns visible in the
arrangement, location, or presence of
clusters, and relate these to spatial
organization, cultural traditions, re-
sponse to the natural environment,
and land uses and activities.

Identify principal, representative, or
important examples, by name, type,
function, and location.

Discuss the impact of nonhistoric
development on historic integrity.

Identify all buildings, structures, and
principal objects comprising clusters,
by type and location, and classify as
contributing or noncontributing.

*

Archeological Sites

Road traces, reforested fields, and
ruins of farmsteads, mills, mines,
irrigation systems, piers and
wharves, and quarries.

Describe the types of archeological
sites, their cultural affiliations, and
the period of history or prehistory
represented.

Indicate the extent of archeological
sites within the landscape, their dis-
tribution, environmental setting, and
general location.

Identify principal sites, by number or
name and location, and describe sur-
face and subsurface features, condi-
tion, disturbances, and any
excavation or testing.

Identify all archeological sites, by site
number or name, location, surface
and subsurface characteristics, and
condition.

*

Small-scale Elements

Foot bridges, cow paths, road mark-
ers, gravestones, isolated vegetation,
fence posts, curbstones, trail ruts,
culverts, foundations, and minor
ruins.

Describe the kinds of elements that
collectively add to the landscape’s
setting, by type, function, general
location, and approximate date.

Relate these elements to historic pat-
terns of land use, spatial organiza-
tion, cultural traditions, boundary
demarcations, circulation networks,
or vegetation.

Discuss the extent to which the loss
of these has cumulatively affected
historic integrity.
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prehistory or history.

or her productive life; or

has survived; or

tional importance.

THE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA

The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archeology,
culture, and engineering is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures,
and objects that possess integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
workmanship, feeling, and association, and:

A. that are associated with events that have made a significant contribution
to the broad patterns of our history; or

B. that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method
of construction or that represent the work of a master, or that possess
high artistic values, or that represent a significant and distinguishable
entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions): Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or
graves of historical figures, properties owned by religious institutions or
used for religious purposes, structures that have been moved from their
original locations, reconstructed historic buildings, properties primarily com-
memorative in nature, and properties that have achieved significance within
the past 50 years shall not be considered eligible for the National Register. How-
ever, such properties will qualify if they are integral parts of districts that do
meet the criteria or if they fall within the following categories:

A. areligious property deriving primary significance from architectural or
artistic distinction or historical importance; or

B. a building or structure removed from its original location but which is
significant primarily for architectural value, or which is the surviving
structure most importantly associated with a historic person or event; or

C. abirthplace or grave of a historical figure of outstanding importance if
there is no other appropriate site or building directly associated with his

D. a cemetery which derives its primary significance from graves of persons
of transcendent importance, from age, from distinctive design features,
or from association with historic events; or

E. areconstructed building when accurately executed in a suitable environ-
ment and presented in a dignified manner as part of a restoration master
plan, and when no other building or structure with the same association

FE. a property primarily commemorative in intent if design, age, tradition, or
symbolic value has invested it with its own historical significance; or

G. a property achieving significance within the past 50 years if it is of excep-

Properties, such as farms or estates
owned by religious institutions, and
rural areas that were the site of reli-
gious activities, such as ceremonies or
camp meetings, are eligible if they de-
rive their primary significance from the
physical characteristics of the land or
from the historical events that took
place there. The birthplace or grave of
an historical figure of outstanding im-
portance, with any associated land,
may be eligible if there is no other ap-
propriate site or building directly asso-
20

ciated with the individual’s productive
life. Cemeteries in rural areas may be
eligible if their primary significance is
derived from the graves of persons of
transcendental importance, or from
age, distinctive design, or association
with historic events, such as a cemetery
that is the only tangible remains of a
community’s pioneering period. A
commemorative property may be eligi-
ble if design, age, tradition, or sym-
bolic value has invested it with
historical importance, for example, a

State forest named for an important
public figure may be important for its
recreational or economic uses.

Farm museums that are reconstruc-
tions of farms or artificial assem-
blages of moved buildings are not eli-
gible. Historically important farms or
agricultural communities used as mu-
seums, may be eligible if their historic
integrity has not been destroyed by
new construction, moved buildings,
or adaptive uses. Farm museums at
least fifty years of age, whether recon-
structions, assemblages, or original
farms, may be eligible based on their
significance as museums.

Continuity of land uses and cul-
tural associations is a common con-
cern in evaluating rural landscapes.
Properties less than fifty years of age
may be listed only if they are excep-
tionally important. The passage of
time is necessary to recognize historic
importance. This requirement applies
to rural properties where a large pro-
portion of buildings and structures
were built or moved within the past
50 years, or where the predominant
patterns of land use and division de-
veloped within the past 50 years. For
guidance on evaluating exceptional
importance, see National Register Bul-
letin: Guidelines for Evaluating and
Nominating Properties That Have
Achieved Significance Within the Past
Fifty Years.

2. Select Areas of Significance

Area of significance is that aspect
of history in which a rural 1;:roperty,
through use, occupation, physical
character, or association, influenced
the development or identity of its
community or region. Although agri-
culture is most common, a number of
other areas of significance may also
agply, including industry in the case
of mining or lumbering areas, conser-
vation and recreation for parks and
natural reserves, and fransportation
for migration trails. The area of sig-
nificance is not necessarily the same
as the general land use; for example,
a farmini community may be impor-
tant in ethnic heritage but not in agri-
culture.

Several areas of significance a}l)ply
to the physical qualities of a rura
landscape. Community develop-
ment and planning applies to areas
reflecting important patterns of
physical development, land divi-
sion, or land use. Landscape
architecture applies to properties
based on established design prin-
ciples or a conscious design. Architec-
ture is used when significant qualities
are embodied in the design, style, or
method of construction of buildings



who occupied it.

of prehistoric or historic peoples.

resources.

gation, and water power.

society in general.

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE FOR
RURAL LANDSCAPES

The following areas of significance commonly apply to rural landscapes:

Agriculture, where the land has been used for cultivating crops, raising
livestock, and other activities that have contributed to the growth, develop-
ment, and economy of a community during particular periods of its history.

Architecture, where a collection of high-style or vernacular buildings and
outbuildings, by historical association, function, design, spatial arrange-
ment, or setting, are integrally related to large areas of landscape and are
indicative of the physical development, materials, or land uses of a State,
region, or community, or the building practices or traditions of the people

Archeology, where patterns visible upon the land or evident in subsurface
remains can provide important information about land use and occupation

Community Planning and Development, where the spatial organization and
character of the landscape are the result of either a consciously designed
plan or vernacular patterns of land use or land division.

Conservation, where the landscape has been the subject of an important
stage, event, or development in the conservation of natural or cultural

Engineering, where the landscape and its uses reflect the practical applica-
tion of scientific principles to serve human needs, such as reclamation, irri-

Exploration/Settlement, where the landscape continues to reflect the explo-
ration, establishment, or early development of a community or region.

Industry, where the landscape has been shaped or manipulated to provide
goods or services, through activities such as lumbering, mining, milling and
quarrying, that have contributed to the development of a community or

Landscape Architecture, where the landscape contains sites, including gar-
dens, farmyards, and parks, that have been based on established design
principles or conscious designs, or are the work of a master, having impor-
tance within the context of landscape design.

Science, where the landscape has been the subject of research related to the
advancement or understanding of agriculture, horticulture, silviculture, ani-
mal husbandry, or other scientific disciplines.

and structures, such as houses,
churches, community buildings, barns,
and outbuildings. Engineering applies to
properties having significant systems of
irrigation, drainage, transportation, or
water power, as well as significant
structures, such as dams, bridges, tun-
nels, mining shafts, and fencing.

3. Define Period of Significance

Period of significance is the span of
time when a property was associated
with important events, activities, per-
sons, cultural groups, and land uses or
attained important physical qualities or
characteristics. Although it may be short,
more often it extends many years, cover-

ing a series of events, continuum of
activities, or evolution of physical charac-
teristics. Properties may have more than
one period of significance.

The period of significance begins
with the date of the earliest land use or
activity that has importance and is re-
flected by historic characteristics tangi-
ble today. The period closes with the
date when the events, activities, and
construction having historic importance
ended. Properties that have evolved
and achieved importance during sepa-
rate periods, some spanning several
hundred years, should be given several
periods of significance. All landscape
characteristics should be considered,
since buildings and structures may date

to one era, while roads, field patterns,
and archeological sites to earlier ones.

Continuous land use, association, or
function does not by itself justify con-
tinuing the period of significance. The
length of time should be based on the
years when the property historically
made important contributions in the
areas of significance. Fifty years ago
may be used as the closing date for the
period of significance if a more specific
date cannot be identified.

Assessing Historic Integrity

Historic integrity is the composite
effect of seven qualities: location, de-
sign, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association. Decisions
about historic integrity require profes-
sional judgements about whether a
property today reflects the spatial
organization, physical components,
and historic associations that it attained
during the periods of significance. A
property’s periods of significance be-
come the benchmark for measuring
whether subsequent changes contrib-
ute to its historic evolution or alter its
historic integrity.

Historic integrity requires that the
various characteristics that shaped the
land during the historic period be
present today in much the same way
they were historically. No landscape
will appear exactly as it did fifty or one
hundred years ago. Vegetation grows,
land use practices change, and struc-
tures deteriorate. The general character
and feeling of the historic period, how-
ever, must be retained for eligibility.
Historical vistas that have remained
open often provide a general vantage
point for evaluating change. Historic
and contemporary views may be com-
pared through old photographs, diary
entries, and letters.

Depending on significance, the pres-
ence of some characteristics is more
critical to integrity than others. Vegeta-
tion and land uses are important to an
area historically significant for grazing
and cropping, while landforms and
circulation networks may be essential
to a mining community. The integrity
of a significant collection of vernacular
stone construction may rely heavily on
the condition of boundary walls, farm-
houses, barns, outbuildings, bridges,
and community buildings. Boundary
demarcations, early roadways, clusters,
and small-scale elements may be neces-
sary to depict the significant patterns of
settlement and field arrangements in
an ethnic community.
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CONSIDERATIONS IN EVALUATING RURAL HISTORIC LANDSCAPES

This section provides additional guidance for evaluating certain types of properties that either meet the definition of a
rural historic landscape or possess historic landscape characteristics.

Properties Having Significant Patterns of Folklife

P_a_tterns of folklife, eﬁablished historically, may be perpetuated by the people living in rural properties today. These include
traditional customs, crafts, or land use practices that have historic origins and have been passed from one generation to another.

Tangible characteristics may reflect traditional materials, craftsmanship, or functions, such as a cider-press, a community hall, or
commur}al]y owned fields. When these date to the historic period, they may contribute to areas of significance such as ethnic heritage,
art, architecture, community planning and development, or social history. ' '

Seasonal, short-lived, or recent expressions of folklife are seen in haystacking, using traditional techniques for new construction,
and o‘bi,.er\'ing traditional customs. While these do not date to the historic period, thev do enhance integrity of setting, feeling, and
association.

Traditional Cultural Properties

Native Americans and other cultural groups have commonly used natural features or sites for religious, ceremonial, or hunting
and gathering activities. Although landscape characteristics may be useful for describing the natural setting of these places, an in-
depth study of characteristics is not necessary where traditional uses have not altered the land. For further guidance in evaluating
landscapes possessing traditional values, see Bulletin 38: Guidelines for Evaluating and Docimenting Traditional Cultural Properties .

Trails and Roads

Trails and roads require verification that the land nominated be the actual location of the trail. Eligibility requires integrity of
setting and location. Boundaries commonly encompass the length and width of the byway and a margin of land, for example, 40 feet,
on both sides. Boundaries may be widened to take in encampment sites, mountain passes, fords across streams, and sites marked by
trail ruts, arroyos, and surface disturbances associated with historic activity. Boundaries may also include land that forms a histori-
cally important and intact setting, for example, the hillsides and rock formations rising trom an important pass on a frontier trail.
Where the continuity of a byway has been interrupted by nonhistoric development, segments retaining significance and integrity can
be nominated together in a multiple property submission.

Battlefields and Encampments

Battlefields, encampments, and other areas where short-term historic events took place may possess important landscape charac-
teristics. Although the significance of these properties does not directly relate to land use, their historic integrity depends upon
landscape characteristics such as natural features, land uses, vegetation, and associated buildings and structures. Furthermore, their
location may have been determined by natural features, proximity to railroads, land uses, circulation networks, and cultural tradi-
tions. When these properties have been preserved for many years, they may have additional significance for patterns of land use and
division that have elsewhere disappeared.

Scenic and Recreational Parks

State, county, and national parks set aside for recreational and scenic purposes are designed landscapes to the extent that roads,
trails, buildings, vegetation, and other features were developed according to a master plan. These landscapes, due to their location,
extensive acreage, purpose, and management, also have the characteristics of a rural landscape. Park features, such as trails, bridges,
campgrounds, native flora, cabins, and scenic overlooks, can be meaningfully examined using the system of landscape classification.
Circulation networks, response to natural envirorment, land uses and activities, vegetation related to land use, clusters, and small-
scale features are particularly useful in documenting these properties.

Mining Properties

Mining properties may include not only the most prominent mining structures, but also the communities shaped as a result of the
mining activity and the surrounding land covered by related mining claims and containing historic shafts, tunnels, pits, and tailings.
Landscape characteristics can be used to describe and evaluate these properties.

Modern methods of extraction may alter integrity. While the historic presence of tailings may be viewed as part of the historic
setting, modern tailings and excavation, with or without recent structures, threaten historic integrity. Open pit mining in an area
historically mined through tunnels and shafts destroys historic characteristics, altering an area’s historic integrity. However, an open
pit mine that has operated since the historie period retains its integrity, if recent extraction methods have been similar to those
practiced historically and if the character of the pit is similar, although greater in size, to that of the historic period.

Lumbering Communities

Historic lumbering communities may contain scattered remains of logging activities and forests in varying stages of reforestation.
Current tree cover often varies in species and age from historic vegetation. Abandoned areas frequently reflect the natural plant
succession that follows cutting, making it impossible tc define the visual quality of historic setting. For these reasons, significance
depends on an understanding of changing patterns ol vegetation and the presence of other characteristics, such as roadways, logging
equipment and structures, workers’ camps, and transportation facilities.
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as a wildlife preserve or a camp
meeting ground--is classified as a site.
Contributing and noncontributing
resources are counted according to
the guidelines in Guidelines for Com-
pleting National Register of Historic
Places Forms. Acreage with compo-
nent land areas, such as forests, or-
chards, fields, or pasture, counts as a
single continuous site. Buildings,
structures, objects, and sites within
the landscape that are substantial in
size and scale or are specifically dis-
cussed as significant are counted
separatel?/. o
Other landscape characteristics, in-
cluding areas of natural vegetation,
fences, walls, plantings, ponds, and
drainage ditches, are considered inte-
gral parts of the overall site. Itis ap-
propriate to count them separately if
they form a structure or site that is
substantial in size, scale, or
importance--such as a network of his-
toric roads, an irrigation system, a de-
signed park, or a significant orchard.

Function

Data categories for agriculture,
landscape, transportation, industry, and
recreation and culture, include a
number of subcategories that apply to
land uses and activities. These should
be listed along with those relating to
buildings and structures.

Description

The description defines the historic
property being registered and de-
scribes the evolution and current con-
dition of its landscape characteristics.
The processes that have shaped the
landscape are discussed and related
to speci}t:ic features within the prop-
erty. Changes that have occurred in
the use and character of the land
should be dated as accurately as pos-
sible. Threats to integrity should be
described and their impact on the his-
toric character of the landscape dis-
cussed. The chart on pages 15-18 lists
the information to be included for
each characteristic.

Information about historic land-
scape characteristics should be orga-
nized to best portray the character of
the property. For a large district, it
may be logical to discuss the general
character of the district, and then
separately treat the circulation net-
works, large-scale irrigation systems,
village clusters, and smaller proper-
ties contained within it. For other
properties, it may make most sense to
describe the landscape characteristics
by type, and to discuss land use areas,
structures, and buildings individually
rather than as parts of clusters or
smali units of property.

Specialized terminology may be nec-
essary. Botanical or geological terms
not commonly understood should be
explained. Common names, such as
Corvallis cherry or Longhorn cattle, are
sufficient to identify vegetation and
livestock. Scientific names should,
however, be used when common bo-
tanical names are inadequate to de-
scribe plant diversity or significant
cultivars. Commonly understood terms
should be used to describe vernacular
patterns of construction, land use, or
land division. When terms that are
regional or ethnic in derivation are
used to describe land use practices,
construction methods, or cultural cus-
toms, they should be explained.

Significance

The statement of significance explains
the ways in which the property,
through its land uses and characteris-
tics, directly relates to specific historic
contexts, National Register criteria,
areas and periods of significance, and,
if applicable, criteria considerations.
Important activities, events, persons, or
physical qualities are discussed in rela-
tionship to specific features identified
by the landscape characteristics. The
statement of historic contexts, revised,
as appropriate, based on the findings
of survey, research, and evaluation, is
included.

The greater the importance of certain
landscape characteristics, the more
factual and detailed the discussion of
their role and evolution should be. For
example, if transportation is an area of
significance, the circulation networks
will require greater explanation; if com-
munity development and planning is an
area of significance, patterns of land
division and use should be discussed.

Major Bibliographical
References

A standard bibliographical style is
used to cite sources, including books,
magazine articles, maps, atlases, his-
toric photographs, local histories,
studies on soils and vegetation, archeo-
logical reports, and geological studies.
References to oral histories should give
the date of the interview, and the name
and affiliation of both the person being
interviewed and the interviewer. Col-
lections of photographs, oral history
tapes or transcripts, personal records,
and maps that are not available in pub-
lished sources should be cited by name
and location.

Boundaries

Boundaries are described as accu-
rately as possible using metes and
bounds, legal descriptions, tax parcel
numbers, lines and sections on USGS
maps, or lines on a map drawn to a
scale no smaller than 1”7 = 200 feet.
The edges that commonly bound rural
properties are listed on page 26.

Maps

A detailed sketch map is required for
all properties meeting the definition of
historic district. The map indicates the
boundaries of the property and locates
the principal landscape characteristics.
Buildings and structures, circulation
networks, major land uses, archeologi-
cal sites, prominent natural features,
and large areas of vegetation should be
marked on the map. Each building,
structure, object, and site that is sub-
stantial in size. scale, or importance
should be labeled by name, number, or
other symbol, and marked as contrib-
uting or noncontributing. Refer to the
chart on pages 15-18 for additional
guidance.

For properties with large acreage,
several maps drawn to different scales
may be used in place of one overall
sketch map. A small-scale map, such
as a USGS topographic map in the
1:24,000 series, could cover the overall
property and indicate boundaries and
principal areas of land use, natural
features, circulation networks, isolated
buildings and structures, and clusters.
Maps drawn to a larger scale, for exam-
ple, 1”7 equals 200’, could then show
the location of buildings, structures,
and other features within each cluster.
Large-scale maps should be cross-
referenced as inserts to the area map.

Separate maps may also be used to
locate archeological sites, land use ar-
eas, road systems or other transporta-
tion systems, and buildings and
structures. A series of maps may show
the evolution of the property at various
periods of time.

Photographs

Representative views of historic and
nonhistoric land areas and landscape
characteristics, as well as buildings,
structures, and clusters, must be sub-
mitted with the registration form.
Copies of historical photographs, en-
gravings, and illustrations may also be
included. Contemporary photographs
taken from the vantage point of histori-
cal photographs may supplement the
written description of land changezsg.
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Sources of Census Data

U.S. Census data are on microfilm.
Copies may be viewed in local libraries
and historical societies, college and
university libraries, and the National
Archives in Washington, DC, and its
regional branches. Microfilm copies
and the following catalogs may be pur-
chased from the National Archives
Trust Fund Board, National Archives,
Washington, DC 20408.

Federal Population Censuses, 1790-1890:
A Catalog of Microfilm Copies of the
Schedules. 1978.

1900 Federal Population Census: A
Catalog of Microfilm Copies of the
Schedules. 1979.

1910 Federal Population Census: A
Catalog of Microfilm Copies of the
Schedules. 1982,

Sources of Aerial
Photographs

Aerial Photography Division (East)
U.S. Department of Agriculture

45 French Broad Avenue
Asheville, NC 28802

Aerial Photography Division (West)
U.S. Department of Agriculture
2505 Parley’s Way

Salt Lake City, UT 84102

Aerial Photography Field Office
Agricultural Stabilization and
Conservation Service

U.S. Department of Agriculture
2222 West 2300 South

Salt Lake City, UT 84125

Cartographic Archives Division
National Archives
Washington, DC 20408

National Archives contains federal
aerial surveys conducted, between 1935
and 1942, by the Agricultural Stabiliza-
tion and Conservation Service, Soil
Conservation Service, Forest Service,
Geological Survey, and Bureau of Rec-
lamation. The following guide is availa-
ble from the National Archives:

Aerial Photographs in the National Ar-
chives. Washington, DC: National
Archives, 1973. (Special list No. 25)

EROS Data Center

User Services Section

U.S. Geological Survey

U.S. Department of the Interior
Sioux Falls, SD 57198

Eros Data Center makes available
transparencies and photographic repro-
ductions of aerial photographs taken by
the fourteen Federal agencies (includ-
ing the Soil Conservation and Agricul-
tural Stabilization and Conservation
Services) participating in the National
High Altitude Photography (NHAP)
program. The center will also provide a
free computerized search of all black
and white and color infrared imagery
in their collection for a location identi-
tied on a USGS map or by UTM refer-
ences or coordinates of longitude and
latitude.

Other Sources

For homesteading records:
Suitland Reference Branch

National Archives
Washington, DC 20409

For agricultural research:
National Agricultural Library
U. S. Department of Agriculture
10301 Baltimore Boulevard
Beltsville, MD 20705
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