
Know Thyself…and Thy Neighbor
2016 Story of Texas Workshop

September 26, 2016

Ryan Robinson 

City Demographer, 

Planning and Zoning Department, City of Austin



2



1. A definition of demography and demographics.

2. A brief introduction to Census data.

3. Maps and charts and graphs.
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…measuring people…



Census Data
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Decennial Census Data
--once every ten years

--a full count of every household in the country

--just the basics: population and housing

The American Community Survey
--performed every year

--based on a tiny sample…~1.8%

--a wide array of socioeconomic information

Annual Population Estimates



Maps, Charts and Graphs

…the instruments of demographic data…
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1. Population growth

2. Age structures

3. Educational attainment

4. Race and ethnicity

5. Household composition

6. Income



Population Growth
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Age Structures
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Ages 0 through 14

22% of the total





Ages 25 through 44

33% of the total









Educational Attainment
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5th

Source: American Community Survey, 

2013 1-year estimates, Table B15003.





Race and Ethnicity
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Household Composition
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Income
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Housing Affordability

41

Achieving significant growth of African American 
households in the future is dependent on attracting 
families with children back into the City--and yet, 
collapsing housing affordability across the City will make 
this difficult.

1. Simple demographic data can say a lot about a 
community—where it is today and how it’s changing 
over time.

2. Learning how to access demographic data can be 
your way of keeping a finger on the pulse of your 
community.

Conclusions




