Using Markers
| for the Greater Good

|

September 8, 2014

Thank you and welcome to one of the afternoon sessions: “How to Use
Markers for the Greater Good.” Again, my name is Sarah McCleskey and |
am a Historian in the Historical Marker Program with the THC. | have
worked on every single step of the historical marker process, including
research, writing, developing web materials, grant funding, administrative
procedures and more. So, if, after this workshop, you have any questions,
please contact me. My business cards are at the back of the room and will
also be available at the discussion group session later this afternoon.

So, before we get started, | would like everyone who has stopped or read a
historical marker to raise your hand.

Now, | would like everyone who has assisted with an application or
completed an application for a historical marker to raise your hand.

Has anyone completed more than 10? 20? 30? 507

| want to give some attention and applause to those folks who have helped
document their area’s history because documenting history is the first step
and the most important step.

On that note, we will begin our first section of today’s presentation:
documenting real places and real stories.



Document & preserve

real places and real
stories

i

Why would I include documenting stories and places as a way to use
markers for the greater good? Well, because documenting a story is the first
and, in my opinion, the most important step. When you document a topic or
resource, you are, in a way, preserving it for future generations. One way to
do this is through the historical marker program with the THC. Through the
marker program, the topic or resource will not only have an aluminum
historical marker placed at or near the site for educational and tourism
purposes but the research and documentation on the resource will be
available for researchers. The research process can be a community or
group effort. We have seen youth groups utilize many aspects of the marker
program, including the application process, as a major project.

Now, this afternoon, | will not go into depth about the application process
because that is a different presentation for a different day. But, | do want to
quickly mention that THC accepts marker applications once a year, typically
in the fall. Itis a year-long process with many steps along the way. For
anyone who is interested in applying for a marker, they can visit our website,
talk to your CHC, email us, or wait until the information session at the end of
the day and speak with marker staff.

So, when an applicant applies for a historical marker, they need to choose



between three types.



Historic resources survey

http://iwww.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/historic-resources-survey

One way to document historic resources in your area is through a Historic
Resources Survey. A survey project can lead to historical designations and
markers OR you can use designated or marked resources to survey. For
CHCs, you may want to conduct a survey of the known historic properties in
your county every few years to record and report condition and more. If you
are a private organization, be sure to contact the CHC and let them know!
Detailed information is available from our Survey Coordinator, Leslie
Wolfenden, on how to conduct a survey. You can also visit our website for
survey information.



Oral history project

http://www.thc.state.tx. us/public/upload/publications/OralHistory.pdf

And, another cool project to document history is through oral history
projects. Oral histories are guided interviews focused on a topic within the
life experiences of the interviewee. They should also be recorded, preserved
(transcriptions are recommended) and readily accessible to the public. There
are many facets to oral history, but its true value in research is in adding
personal perspectives to the story.

An oral history project would be an excellent way for the youth in a
community to learn about other generations. Also, when partnered with the
CHC or another local organization, these oral histories can be used at the
local library or museum for research, or may lead to a marker application.
Follow the THC's oral history guidelines and file the transcript with the CHC
or local historical group. Information on how to conduct oral histories can be
found on our website



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

« Recorded Texas Historic Landmark
(RTHL) Markers

*buildings and structures only*

The first type are Recorded Texas Historic Landmark markers, or RTHLs.
These mark buildings and structures in Texas that have historical AND
architectural significance. There are approximately 3,600 RTHL markers in
the state. The RTHL designation is a legal designation and, therefore, RTHL
properties have a level of protection over them. Property owners of an
RTHL property are required to notify the THC 60 days prior to any work done
to the exterior of the building. There are several advantages to having the
RTHL designation. RTHL properties may qualify for economic incentives
such as local tax breaks or for the Federal Tax Credit for income-producing
properties and RTHL property owners have access to free architectural
technical assistance from THC staff.

The RTHL designation was created to save those historically significant
buildings in Texas that add to our history, heritage, and tourism of our great
state. Over the last 50 years, less than 5% have been destroyed, which is a
pretty high number.



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

» Historic Texas Cemetery
(HTC) Markers

ARR CEMETERY

*HTC designation is a prerequisite*

Another type of marker is the Historic Texas Cemetery marker, or HTC
marker. HTC markers have a different seal on the top of the marker made
especially for designated Historic Texas Cemeteries (see the photo on the
left). Cemeteries that have the Historic Texas Cemetery marker have gone
through the designation process which is a separate program. So, the
designation for a cemetery and a marker for a cemetery are two different
processes with different requirements and deadlines. The designation is a
prerequisite for a marker.

The Historic Texas Cemetery designation was created in 1998 in an effort to
record historic cemeteries in county deed records, and, therefore, preserving
them. When the designation was created, a separate type of marker was
also created with a different seal. Some cemeteries were marked prior to
the 1998 program with subject markers (see the photo on the right). These
cemetery subject markers have the standard state of Texas seal and do not
say “Historic Texas Cemetery” on the bottom. THC will not replace a
cemetery subject marker until the cemetery goes through the designation
process.



TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Subject Markers

SMITHVILLE

Subject markers are basically for all other types of markers: communities,
events, individuals, schools (unless they qualify for an RTHL), sites, church
congregations, etc. Subject markers differ from RTHLs and HTC markers in
that they do not carry any type of designation or protection over the site.
They are placed for educational and tourism reasons. Sometimes, subject
markers are placed on the roadside in coordination with TXDOT. THC
organizes the placement of these markers directly with TXDOT engineers
and district offices.



Undertold/Marker Application Funds Program

Undertold Marker Program

* Intended to address historical or
geographical gaps in marker program
» Applications accepted May 1 — June 15

* Funded topics receive a FREE 27" x 42"
marker or the equivalent in historical
research

» Check the THC website marker page:

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-
and-programs/state-historical-markers

In addition to the regular marker program, we also have the Undertold or
Marker Application Funds Program. This program was established in 2006
when the Sunset Review Committee and the Historical Marker Task Force
recommended that we establish a $100 application fee for all markers. The
$100 is put into an account that THC uses each year to pay for markers that
address gaps in the program. Funds are intended to promote diversity of
topics, and proactively document significant undertold or untold stories.
Applications are accepted every May through mid-June. Funded topics
receive a free 27” x 42" large marker or the equivalent to conduct research
on the topic. Since 2008, we have funded over 90 markers with this
program.



Undertold examples

St. Paul United Methodist Church (RTHL), Dallas County (2013)

Sabine Farms in Harrison County — New Deal Resettlement Community

Juan Seguin School in Guadalupe County — 1903 segregated urban school
for Hispanic students

St. Paul United Methodist Church (RTHL) in Dallas County — home to one of
the oldest black congregations in Dallas in a 1920s building that also served
as a school for African American students



Tips for writing the narrative

For information and tips for writing the narrative
history, visit:

http://www.thc.state.tx.us/learn/training-consulting/historical-
marker-workshops-and-training

’ @ W f w@@ X\ BlOG | CONTACTUS  DONATE
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
W e
HOME  ABOUTUS  PRESERVE ~ PROJECTREVIEW  NEWS&EVENTS  GETINVOLYED  LEARN  EXPLORE TEXAS
Home ; Leam » Training & Consulling » Historical Marker Workshops and Training
Historical Marker Workshops and Training [< snorerhs |

Workshops In This Section
Would you like | Ml 7T
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Commission (THC) Library
- Careers in Preservation
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- Educator Matedals
« Travel Adicles

For any marker application, the main piece of the puzzle is the narrative
history. Now, we normally expand upon historical research tips and tools in
our regular workshop but, for today, | am going to direct you to our website
and the Historical Marker Tool-kit. And, for those of you who attended Bob
Brinkman'’s session, I'm sure you picked up some great research tips.
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Marker Toolkit

How to Apply for a Historical Marker

The Texas Historical Commission (THC) accepts historical marker applications each fall for the following
calendar year. The next application period will be from September 1 1o November 15, 2014 for 2015
markers.

ial Texas Historical Mark,

Here are the three major steps to complete a THC historical marker application.

1. Make contact

The first step in the historical marker process is contacting the county historical commission (CHC) in your
area. The marker applicalion process begins at the county level with CHCs providing review and comment
for all applications. Once approved, CHCs submit completed marker applications to the THC for
consideration at the state level. If you are interested in submitting a marker application, it is best to get in
touch with your CHC sooner rather than later

At times, CHCs can assist you with research and
completing the marker application process, but more
importantly, CHCs need time to review your matker

application before the THC application deadiine. PLEASE KEEP IN MIND:
CHCs recerve anywhere from one to 30 marker

applications each year depending on the size and The marker process i a ye:
interest-level of their county. Applications are due to fong

Property owner consentis
required for all markers.

the THC from September 1 - November 15; however,
we suggest sending completed applications to
the CHC no later than August 15 1o allow time for
the CHC to review the application and even gather
additional documentation when necessary. An even A
better suggestion would be to contact the CHC in the CHCs must approve and send
spring 10 find out if thee is a county.level review the applcation to the THC.
timeline for which you should plan.

In order for your marker application to be considered
complete, an applicant must contact the owner of the

property where the marker will be placed. Property owner consent is required for all marker

2. Research and write the story

The most important section of a historical marker application is the namative history. A narrative history is
simply a research paper that documents the significance of the property o topic. This research paper must
be complete, orderly, concise and fully documented with endnotes or footnotes. Composing narrative
histories takes time, so use the 10 months prior to the application deadline to research, document, and
wite your marker application narrative

Tools for research

THC staff have written several “how-to” guides to help the public with research projacts. Guide topics
include how to access and use Sanbom Fire Insurance Maps,
photographic collections, oral history, and census records, as well as
other source materials. We strongly suggest reviewing these guides to
help ensure a balanced and well researched narrative history. We also
recommend using multiple types of sources during the course of
research and, whenever possible, cansulting primary source material

THC Marker "How-to" Guides may be found on the Marker
Togls webpage

Some saurce material is accessible online. Please download our handy website list to view websites that
may assist in your research

Tools for writing the narrative history

The THC also created guides to help CHCs and applicants develop a strong namative history for a historical
marker application. These guides cover researching and preparing a narrative history and include a
breakdovm of each suggested section of the narrative (context, overview, significance, and documentation).
They also include a checklist, suggested sources that may be examined, and a sample narrative history.
The information will help you prepare a narrative for a variety of topics, including structures (RTHLS),
cemeteries, indiduals, events, churches, communities, World War ll topics, and institutions.

To view the guides, visit the Marker Research Guides webpage.

3. Fill out the application form

http://www.thc.state.tx. us/preserve/toolkits/how-apply-historical-marker

This is a screen shot of the tool-kit that includes a step-by-step process and
links to How-To guides and research guides.



Marker Toolbox
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Here’s an example of some of the “how-to” guides. These include how to
use newspapers, sanborn maps, census records, oral history, photographic
collections and more.



Marker Research Guides

TIEAS HSTORKAL CONMISION

MARKER RESEARCH GUIDE FOR CEMETERIES

GILCHRIST CEMETERY

Research guides on our website or by request are also helpful. The guides
include a breakdown of the suggested format of the narrative, suggested
sources, a checklist for research and a sample narrative. The guides cover
cemeteries, buildings and structures, churches, communities, institutions,

WWII topics, and events.
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Historical Marker webpage
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http://www.thc.state.tx.us/preserve/projects-and-programs/state-historical-markers

As | said, you can visit our website for forms, guidelines, tips, tools and
news.



Atlas

Search by:

* Keyword *Designation
» County » Site Name
* Address

TEXAS HISTORICAL

Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
« Historical marker [Brief]
« Lacation Map

Brock, Andrew Lee

Also on our website is a tool called the Atlas. | mentioned it briefly earlier
when talking about the marker and research process. The Atlas is a
searchable database that has markers, National Register properties,
museums, cemeteries, courthouses, military sites, and survey information.
You can search by keyword, county, city, designation, or address. The Atlas
is one way that the THC promotes markers and historic properties.

15



Publicize & promote real
stories and real places

PRAIRIE CEMETEgy

TEXAS HISTORICAL
MARKER DEDICATION
CEREMONY
BREMOND, TEXAS

JUNE 2ND, 2012

So, now on to how to publicize and promote history in your community using
historical markers. Now, this is not a comprehensive example of projects
done around the state. These are merely a few of the outstanding ways that
CHCs and communities have used historical markers to educate and
promote history and historic sites in their area.

16



Heritage tourism

So, why should we promote history and historic sites? HERITAGE
TOURISM

Heritage tourism is traveling to experience the places and activities that
authentically represent the stories and people of the past. So, that basically
includes people, places, and things that tell the stories of community, state,
and nation.

In Texas, billions of dollars are spent each year on travel. Travel and tourism
supports over 500,000 jobs in the state and helps support small businesses,
increases retail sales, creates jobs, and supports community amenities.

Historic sites are a large part of this travel with around 15% of all travelers
visiting historic sites, especially non-Texans.

17



Social Media

Social Media Tips from CHCs

One way that many groups are getting their message out to the public is
through social media. Social media can include Facebook, twitter,
Instagram, blogs and more. Social media is a faster, easier way to connect
with people and communicate and share information. Some CHCs have
their own Facebook page and update followers with event information,
historical facts, training opportunities and more. Social media offers more
flexibility for content, is easier to update than a website and is an opportunity
to expand your audience. Also, it gives the public an opportunity to conduct
a conversation with the group and other interested parties about something
they love.

18



Historical Marker Dedications
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Marker De

dication Ceremony Information

You are cordially invited to attend the unveiling of a
Texas Historical Marker and the dedication of
Meriwether Milling

Sponsored by Joy Alexander
The Comal County Historical Commission
‘The Texas Historical Commission

Thursday, November 29, 2012 at 530 pm.

Meriwether Mill House
133 Landa Street, New Beaunfels, Texas
Purking Adjacent to Building
o e i e it el RSV by e 6
Bl W0l bl ¢ o (6025728

Historical marker dedications for a new or replacement historical marker can
attract people from outside the community and can bring people together to
celebrate a common interest. THC has a variety of tools on the website and
by request to assist you in planning the marker dedication ceremony. We
have sample press releases to distribute to local and regional newspapers,
program and speech templates, proclamation templates, and more. We
have seen hundreds of people attend a marker dedication so make it BIG!
Be sure to send out invitations and be sure to invite your state representative
and local officials!
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Historical marker brochures and pamphlets

ﬁufgsmjﬁngton Coun
Historical Roadside Markers

Historical
Markers
of Gregg

A 2006 Publication of The Banner-Press * Seventh Edition County

- oE—

Another way to promote the historical markers and other historic resources
in your community is through a local guide that may distributed through the
visitor's center, Chamber of Commerce or other local establishments. Some
CHCs and communities partnered with other local organizations to print
guides, while others created simple pamphlets and online guides. These
guides can not only include historical markers in the area for visitors, but
also other historic properties, historic districts, cemeteries and other
attractions. Most have a map pinpointing the locations of historical markers,
while others are very detailed with photos, a description and more.
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Historical marker maps
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Printed maps are a great way to promote heritage tourism in your region.
These maps may be placed at the city’s tourism office, restaurants, and
other local businesses for travelers. We have seen CHCs partner with city
departments and groups to fund a city or county map of historic sites,
including historical markers.
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Historical marker online inventories

Home San Jacinto 176th Anniversary | NaturalHeritage | Heritage Tourism | Museums | Courthouse | History

Historical Marker Inventory
Last ypdate: February 15, 2011

Marker Number % - Description 3 ciy % Address & ZipCode & Pect Number 3
1101 Girard at Elder 77007 02
c 77002 o
01
02
0z
o1
03

0

1323 Andent Ordar of Pilgrims Hausten 535 Allan Parkvay ot Baghy 77002 o1

Racords parpages [ 20 [+ Search Invantany - pucordss 1 - 20 of 530 - pages: (a1 3 3 I I R

Some CHCs have created their own online inventory and database for
historical markers, like Harris County. The Harris CHC has a very detailed
inventory of all the historical markers in the county. The list includes all the
basic information such as title and location, but when you click on the marker
number, it takes you to a detailed screen with photos, the inscription and
more.
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Historical marker online inventories

el PRINT

Historical Marker Detail for Cedar Bayou Masonic Lodge No. 321 A. F. and A. M., Hall of

n
Marker Text:

Buit 1875-1876, largely by labor of members. Lumber, cut to order in Florida, arrived here by schooner in nick of time to escape havoc of 1875
hurricane. The 1883 Worshipful Master, ). H. Kipp, made and gave (1889) the carved and inlad altar and some other appontments. Oldest Eastern
Star chapter In Texas (Cedar Bayou Chapter No. 11, 0. E. S.), organzed n 1684, has aways met in this hal R d Tewas Hetone | andmark
Corrections and New Research:
No data avalable

Marker Type:

Medalion & Plate

Historical Organization:

Texas Hstorica Commission (THC)
Key Time Period:

1866 - 1876 Reconstruction

Marker Address:

2850 Ferry Road Cedir Bayou 77522
Key Map:

s02p

GPS Coordinates;

2945.047, 94 55.852

Photographs by ). Fisher

Precinct:

02

Directions:

From Hwy 146 eastbound, night on N. Alexander, one biock and then right on Ferry road, approx. 2 tent!
of the buldng entrance

Notes:

Three markers at this kocation, Lodge, Lodge buldng & grave marker in cemetery behind buldng

The Harris CHC has done an excellent job uploading multiple photos of the
site and recorded GPS coordinates of the marker as well as detailed
directions. This is truly a historical marker online inventory and focuses
mainly on markers.



Historical marker online inventories

Williamson County
Historical Commission

GABRIEL MILLS, TEXAS, est. 1849

Population: 80 (1890)

Family in front of house with horse and camiage. A nearby mill on the San Gabriel River, for which GABRIEL MILLS
the town was named, served Chief Yellow Wolf of the Comanche's, as well as farmers fiom aver -
100 miles away. Sl SAMUEL MATHERSSETTLED HERE IN

Courtesy of Jeanne McHabb ERRl 1645, BUILDING A GRISTMILL ON THE
NORTH SAN GABRIEL TN'1852. JOHN
G. STEWART OPENED!A STORE NEAR .
THE MILL. A SMALL LG ¢
IN USE'BY! {854  FOR CHURCGH §
AND [ODGE MEETINGS. A'POST. GFFICES I
WAS, ESTABLISHED IN 18587 MATHER 4
BEING) POSTMASTER . WIL. BRIZENDINE
OWNED THE MILL BY, 1865, ADDING A
GOTTON! GIN. KNOWNTAS MATHERS - IR
MICL, BRIZENDINE MILL, OR GABRIEL &
MILCS, THE VILLAGE THRIVED UNTIE
AUSTING G NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD
BYPASSED AT (18 THEN A DEGLINE
LBEGANLTHE POST GFFICE CUOSED ?é' !
N

TS AND! BY. THE 1920 THE. TOW;

SELFS HAD DISAPPEARED .

Cronkd

The Williamson CHC has done something very similar but with minor
differences. They focus on historic photos and documents and then tie them
to historical markers. There are really so many options for your group to
develop an interactive tool for history and historical markers.



Historical marker tours

THE DALLAS

COUNTY CHRONICLE

CONTENTS
HISTORY 2.0 P.1

HISTORICAL MARKER
RESTORATION

P4 Graphic with QR code prin-
ted on signs

FEATURED MEMBER
PROFILES I

History 2.0: Augmenting Dallas
County History with a Cell Phone

E DALLAS COUNTY HISTO
Web App Audio Tour TR Mms:asl
By Charles Stokes s

‘The John F. Kennedy Memorial

While online inventories are great, there are some organizations that want
something more interactive. In Dallas, the CHC has launched an interactive
virtual tour of its historic resources in the downtown area. Users can walk
around downtown and scan the QR codes posted next to historical markers.
The QR code takes you to a website that will play audio about the site. You
can also view additional information and photos of the site through the QR
code.
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Historical marker tours

“Place is about what happened here, what will happen here...
This is where the story of place gets interesting...

And the cool thing is, give the experience away to visitors and you
still get to keep it for yourself. Win-win.”

Dan Shilling, Author
Civic Tourism, the Poetry and Politics of Place

Historical markers share the heritage experience with visitors in a way that
shares the values and history while enhancing the qualities of place that
residents want to keep and pass on to the next generation.

That's what makes projects like the Aransas Pathways walking trail and
mobile app a success — using the already available 45 birding sites, 50
historic sites (many with state and national markers) connected by 64 miles
of trail a success, it creates a visitor experience while enriching the lives of
residents with education and recreation, communicating history and pride of
place through outdoor experiences with friends and family...that's what we

want to keep, (along with the 64 billion in tourist spending) that’s the win-win.
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Historical marker apps

dzineapps

ouR apps

" Battle of Santa Clara

On January 2, 1847, somewhere
hereabouts was fought the last northem
battle of the Mexican War. The official
casualty report: "Dead none, Wounded
none, Missing but one on the American
I side and he came up shortly afterwards
stating that he had been searching for his
ramrod which in the exciiement, he had
forgatten to draw from his gun and fired at
the enemy”

Customer Ratings

€ Locatlon: 25722600 €1 Gamino Real, Santa
Cara, CA 95051, USA

o -
R Y-S - N S

For those of you that use smart phones and are interested in one for
markers...there is an app for that! There are a few choices for iPhone:

Astrodantastic Software Historical Markers

Dzine Apps, LLC IMarkers
Groundspeak Inc. Historic Places

Baby Toga Software Historic Sites

Plasma Computing Group Texas Historical Markers

“my GeoReader”

For android phones, you can search for “historical markers” or “georeader”



Videos and DVDs

HISTORIC SITES®
ano MARKERS

28 SEGMENTS ON HISTORIC SITES
MORE THAN 200 GPS COORDINATES

Videos and DVDs may be the right medium for you. Maybe there is a
professional or amateur photographer or videographer in your CHC that
would be willing to help. Maybe the film class at the local high school or
college would be interested in helping produce a video about the county’s
history or a specific person, place or event. Historical markers may be used
in these videos in the form of photography, content or just to get an idea of
where to start. Some counties have also completed oral histories and put
those interviews on DVDs for sale.
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Refinishing historical markers

Another way to use markers in your community is to pick one or more
markers to refinish. Refinishing markers is a great (and fairly easy) way to
contribute your community. First, you need to contact the CHC in your area
to see if they already have a list of markers that need to be refinished. Next,
you need to choose your marker or markers and purchase the supplies. A
list of supplies and the instructions can be found on our website at the link on
this slide. The process takes about 2 hours total and most of the supplies
may be reused for another marker. We have had church groups, CHCs, boy
scout troops, girl scout troops, ROTC groups, and school groups refinish
markers. Remember to take before and after photos for publication or to
post to social media. Also, THC would love images as well for our records
and publications.
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History road rally or scavenger hunt

THE CQURIER | sorconroenescor

CLASSIFIEDS  JOBS

s Sporis Living Opinion Pholos Celebrations HerEntertainment Obftuaries ContactUs Can

National News  WorldNews  Storm Center  Archives

Montgomery marks Texas history
with celebration, road rally

Story  Comments Prirt (7] Fort Size:
[T ' | wrweet (0] (841 o CEE o
Posted: Friday, January 24, 2014 8:05 pm
Related Content
stalf Report
Salurday Events
MONTGOMERY — Historical and recreationsl events in
What: Dedication of the Charles Belinger Stewart Montgomery today include both the unveiing of the
bronze statue and the 175th birthday of the Lone Charles B, Stewant bronze statue and 175th
Star flag, and Mont County History Road commemoration of the Lone Star flag in Cedar Brake
2o g, st Morigomery: Courky History. Park, as well as the inaugural Montgomery County
History Road Rally.
Wihen and Where: Lone Star flag birthday and
siahe dedication from 10 2:m 10 noon in Cadar Historical commemorations in Cedar Brake Park are
Brake Park off Texas 105; and History Road Rally scheduled from 10 a.m. to noon, with Montgomery

County Republican Party Chair Dr, Watter Wilkerson

from noon to § p.m., with registration at the ettt

Montgomery Elementary School cafeteria

Website for road rally: Montgomery Courty Jucige Alan B, Sadler, Precinct 1

K w.montgomerycounts icalcommission.com Commissioner Mike Meador, the Patrons of Cedar Brake
Park, the Historic Montgomery Business Association,

call Sus Powel &t 936-525-7311 or Larry Fosrster the Mantgomery Econormic Development Corporation

935-537-9070. and a representative from U.S. Rep. Kevin Brady's staff
als0 will be on hand for ceremonies.

Road Raly participants will explore ife in the fast lane,
S ke o an ey

A unique project and event that was held at the beginning of 2014 was the
Montgomery County History Road Rally. The events included the unveiling
of a statue in town and a road rally/scavenger hunt. Each team of two to
five participants was given a list of clues to historic places and persons
in Montgomery and its surrounding area. They had two hours to
answer the clues as they drive around to various historic sites. The
use of a smart phone or a computer tablet may be helpful but not
required. This was a fun family event for all ages and was well
received. It encouraged people in the community get out of the house
and learn about the area through history and historical markers.
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Community contests

Social media trivia contest
I Teos Hatodea Canmlsslon

‘We have a winner, folks! Congratulations to Jason Straub! The answer to
1he #MarkerMonday trivia contest is the St Ann's Catholic Church in
TX. Stay tuned for i about this histork

Like - Comment - Share « 16 D 1 Share
| K = k 1 | Texas Historical Commission
We've had lots of good guesses, but $o far nobody has submitted the right
h 1 0 answer o this week's #MarkerMonday trivia contest. Here's today's hint:
0 Onthe Official Travel Map of Texas, finding the highway that leads to this
Texas town is as easy as 1-2-3 (and then 5-4-1),

Like  Comment - Share @202
I Texas Historioal Commission

Good morning! Haven? figured out the correct answer o this week's
#MarkerMonday trivia contest yet? Here's another hint The marker we're
thinking of is for this town's historic congregation whose curres rit church
buiding was designed by noted Texas archdect Leo M.J. Dielmann

U - Comment - Share 2 @70 1 share
I Texas Historical Commission
L] 1,2013 &

‘We've had lots of good guesses, but so far nobody has submitted the
correct answer to this week's ZarkerMonday trivia contest. Stay tuned
for another hint tomorrow morning.

Uike - Commant - Share @307

Another fun project is to hold a trivia contests. It could be through the local
newspaper, online or through social media. Last July, THC held a trivia
contest related to historical markers. Folks had to guess the marker based
on clues. You may want to use contests to spur interest in local history.



Community celebrations and events

You can also plan marker events in coordination with community events. For
example, planning marker dedications to coincide with local celebrations.
Sometimes this can dramatically increase the turnout at these events.
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THC Marker Staff

Bob Brinkman Sarah McCleskey
Coordinator Historian
512/463-8769 512/463-4149
bob.btinkman@gthc.state.tx.us sarah.mccleskey@thc.state.tx.us
Ana Clark

Program Specialist
512/463-6063

ana.clark@thc.state.tx.us

And, finally, here is our contact information. Feel free to call or email us
with questions about historical markers.

| hope you enjoyed the historical marker webinar! Thank you so much for
your time!



