
Building a 
Collaborative Online 
Archive: 
A Case Study

Welcome! 

The webinar will begin at 10:00 a.m. CT. 

While you wait:

1. Download PDFs of the slides and handout under the “Handouts” tab 

of your control bar. 

2. Confirm that your speakers are turned on and your audio is working 

by doing a sound check in the “Audio” tab of the control bar. Having 

problems? Exit and restart the webinar, or switch to “phone call” for a 

phone number and access code to hear the audio through your 

telephone.



Museum Services

The Museum Services Program provides 
support, resources, and training to museums in 
Texas.

• Consultations

• Webinars and workshops

• Resources



Museum Services

www.thc.texas.gov/museum-services

On our webpage:

• Webinars

• Workshops

• Grants and Fundraising

• Helpful Resources

• Connect and Learn

http://www.thc.texas.gov/museum-services


Museum Services

Laura Casey

Museum Services Program Coordinator

laura.casey@thc.texas.gov

Emily Hermans

Museum Services Program Specialist

emily.hermans@thc.texas.gov



Upcoming Free Museum Services Webinar

www.thc.texas.gov/museumwebinars

• Best Practices for the Nonprofit World
• Wednesday, August 19, 10:00 a.m. CT

http://www.thc.texas.gov/museum


Upcoming Free Webinars from Other Orgs

www.thc.texas.gov/museumconnections

• Telling the Story of Volunteer Impact, August 5, 1:00 p.m. CT, Volunteer Match

• Building a Strategic Development Plan, August 11, 12:00 p.m. CT, Mission Advancement

• Museum Registration Methods: 6th Edition Preview, August 11, 2:00 p.m. CT, Collections Stewardship

• Networking for Disaster Management in the Performing Arts, August 12, 12:00 p.m. CT, Lyrasis

• The Welcome Brigade: Self-Care for Front-Line Workers at Museums, August 13, 8:00 a.m. CT, ICSC

• Internal and External Programs: How You Can Support Sustainability at Your Museum, August 13, 1:00 
p.m. CT, AAM

• Messaging the Moment, August 13, 1:00 p.m. CT, MAAA

• Designing Equity-Centered Organizational Values, August 13, 1:00 p.m. CT, GrantSpace

• The Updated General Facility Report, August 13, 2:00 p.m. CT, Collections Stewardship

• Crisis Communication and Reputation Management for Performing Arts Organizations, August 20, 1:00 
p.m. CT, Lyrasis

• Building and Nurturing DEAI Committees: Theory and Practice in Museums, August 20, 2:00 p.m. CT, 
CCLI

• Say What? Responding to Complicated or Controversial Visitor Responses, August 27, 8:00 a.m. CT, 
ICSC

http://www.thc.texas.gov/museumconnections


Michelle Verret Johnson
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Basics to Consider

• Objectives / Goals

• Content 

• Documentation

• Copyright

• Digitization

• Institutional Resources

• Maintenance & Preservation
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https://texasartisans.mfah.org

128,829 

records
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Hill Archive’s objective:
Facilitate research, understanding, and appreciation of historic Texas 

decorative arts, as well as painting, photography, and other media

Content criteria: 
Documentation of the lives, work, and products of artisans* and 

artists working in Texas through 1900

*Artisan: one who practices in a trade or occupation requiring manual or mechanical skill and 
training or apprenticeship. Only trades with products that might survive and be studied
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Content Structure/Metadata

The Dublin Core schema is a small set of vocabulary terms that can be used to 

describe digital resources, as well as physical resources such as books or CDs, 

and objects like artworks.
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Content Documentation
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MFAH 
Collection

7%

Partners & Contributing 
Institutions

83%

Private 
Collectors

10%

Hill Archive Content* by Institution

*Content refers to 4,825 records 

of archival materials, unpublished 

research, and art/objects
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Contributors & Private Individuals 
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Permissions Documentation
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Criteria for inclusion
• handmade
• in Texas
• before 1900

Metadata crosswalks and use of partner data fields

Access and Availability
• descriptive metadata
• digital images
• object files / manuscripts

Partnering IS Collaborating
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Partnership Documentation
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Partnership Documentation
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Partnership Documentation
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Partnership Documentation
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Digitization

Sofa. Conrad Helmuth Kroll, Galveston or Chappell Hill, c.1850s
Accession No. 2016.2, The Heritage Society at Sam Houston Park.
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Digitization Documentation
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Digitization Guidelines
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Digitization Workflow

Keep images separated by creator

LOTS OF COPIES KEEP STUFF SAFE

1. Original: raw camera images organized by date created

2. Unedited: selected for editing, organized by catalog no. 

3. Working: images currently being edited 

4. Edited: high-resolution tiff files, embedded copyrights

5. Final: edited jpeg files, reduced for online viewing

→  We do not alter these images, except in file size

Image Organization
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Content Challenges

Organ Building 
Notebook. Johann 
Traugott Wandke
Family Papers, 1853-
1972, Accession No. 
86-96, Dolph Briscoe 
Center for American 
History, The University 
of Texas at Austin.

Two-Gallon Jar. H. Wilson 
& Co., Seguin, Tex., c.1869-
1884. Private collection.

Painted Ceiling (East Room). Rudolph Melchior, McGregor 
House, c.1861. Partially restored, 1972. Winedale Historical 
Complex, Accession No. W69.1.2, Dolph Briscoe Center for 
American History, The University of Texas at Austin
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Logical categorization and description of content eases this 

process of evaluation and provides accurate advanced search 

returns, while the cross-referenced subject terms provide 

connections across collections.

What does the item document about an artisan or artist? 

Content Solutions
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Quick Object Reference

This information comes from the Digital 
Archaeological Archive of Comparative 
Slavery (DAACS), one of the very first online 
archives of artifacts launched in 2004.
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Quick Object Reference
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Size
Popular 

Dates

Notes (all info from 

Mautz and/or 

Hannavy)

Cigarette card 2.75 x 2.75 in. (7 x 7 cm) 1885-1895 has  cigarette ads

Kodak Card 4.25 x 5.25 in. (10.8 x 13.3 cm) 1880s circular shape

Boudoir Card 5.5 x 8.5 (14 x 21.06 cm) 1880s-1890s

Swiss  mount/card 6.5 x 2.85 in. (16.5 7.3 cm) 1890s

Imperia l  Cabinet Card 7 x 10 in. (17.8 x 25.4 cm) 1890s pop. early 1900s

Promenade Card 7.5 x 4 in. (19 x 10.2 cm) 1890s

Paris  Card 9.75 x 6.75 in. (24.8 x 17.1 cm) 1890s

Panel  Card 13 x 7.5 in (33 x 19 cm) 1890s

Cartes-de-vis i tes 2.5 x 4 in. (6.35 x 1.57 cm) 1860s-1890s

6.5 x 4.5 in. (16.51 x 11.43 cm) 1860s-1910s

ca. 1880s

pre-1885

after mid-1880

after ca . 1890

Cabinet Cards

Type

Maroon or dark green

Gold border

sca l loped edges

impressed border/lettering

Card mounts for 19th century photographs

Quick Object Reference

Zahn Children in Historic Costume. 
Justus Zahn, c.1882-1902
From the Zahn Family Papers, 1827-
1939; MS76-0003, Rosenberg Library, 
Galveston & Texas History Center
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Partner Benefits

• Enhanced Access

• Extended Network

• External Advocates
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Search by name
Browse by last name initial or Category

Self-Portrait. Friedrich Richard Petri, 
c.1851-1857
TMM Collection, 2269-5. Dolph Briscoe 
Center for American History, The University 
of Texas at Austin
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Search or browse by occupation

John Hildinger & Son. Blacksmiths & 
Wheelwrights.
Prints and Photographs Collection, Dolph 
Briscoe Center for American History, The 
University of Texas at Austin.



THE WILLIAM J. HILL TEXAS ARTISANS & ARTISTS ARCHIVE MFAH The Museum of  Fine Arts, Houston

Search or browse by location

Congress Avenue, 1898. Unknown Photographer
Prints and Photographs Collection file, Dolph Briscoe Center for 
American History, The University of Texas at Austin.
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Browse objects by subject headings

Rocking Chair. Wenzel Friedrich, c.1880s
Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, 83.138
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Advanced searches
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Q & A


