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Constructing a Narrative:
Writing about STEM for a Specific Audience



Discussion Guidelines
● Use “I” statements and speak only from your own experience

● Assume good intent and be aware of your impact

● Maintain confidentiality—what is said here stays here, what is learned here leaves here

● Share the air—leave room for everyone to speak and don’t interrupt

● Seek first to understand—ask questions to clarify, not to debate

● Participation may be verbal, but it is also deep listening

● Challenge yourself and engage with discomfort

● Be willing to make a mistake and be understanding when others make them

● Seek to learn from differences—everyone’s unique backgrounds give us different life 

experiences



Group Activity 
We’ll begin with a group review and discussion of the “Label Writing Approach” handout as 

well as a sample STEM content label. 

After that, we’ll divide into randomly selected breakout rooms to facilitate small group 

discussion for today’s activity. 

If you have questions when one of us is not in your breakout room, select “Ask for Help” in 

your control bar and one of us will quickly join you. We’ll communicate logistical details like 

how much time you have left via announcements that will appear at the top of your breakout 

room screen.



Group Activity 



Group Activity 
Thinking about the work we did on Tuesday related to the resource “Road-related Property 

Types” imagine that you are creating a single artifact label to explain a set of road construction 

core samples: one illustrating concrete road construction, one asphalt.

In your groups, do the following:

● Determine your readability level

● Determine your main idea

● Write a 65-word label at your chosen readability level and including your main idea

We’ll come back together at the end and have each group read their label and discuss how the 

process went.

Let’s do it!




