
Collaboration Between 
Museums and Indigenous 
Partners
Welcome! 

The webinar will begin at 10:00 a.m. CT. 

While you wait:

1. Download PDFs of the webinar slides and Handouts under the “Handouts” tab of your 
control bar. 

2. Confirm that your speakers are turned on and your audio is working by doing a sound check 
in the “Audio” tab of the control bar. Having problems? Exit and restart the webinar or switch to 
“phone call” for a phone number and access code to hear the audio through your telephone.

Live Captioning available at:

Viewpoints shared and information developed and distributed by other organizations 
and presenters do not necessarily reflect the views of the Texas Historical 
Commission and its staff.



Museum Services

The Museum Services Program provides 
support, resources, and training to museums in 
Texas.

• Consultations
• Webinars and workshops
• Resources



Museum Services

www.thc.texas.gov/museum-services

On our webpage:
• Webinars
• Workshops
• Grants and Fundraising
• Helpful Resources
• Connect and Learn

http://www.thc.texas.gov/museum-services


Consultation and Collaboration: 
A Starting Point for Museums and Indigenous Tribes

www.thc.texas.gov/museum-and-tribes

• Workshop materials
• TxDOT resources
• Glossary and resource list
• Archeology resources
• Tribal information sheets



Museum Services

Laura Casey
Museum Services Program Coordinator
laura.casey@thc.texas.gov

Emily Hermans
Museum Services Program Specialist
emily.hermans@thc.texas.gov



Upcoming Free Webinars

www.thc.texas.gov/museumwebinars

• Tribal Collaboration, Sovereignty, and Methodology: An Ndee
(Apache) Perspective

• Thursday, June 29, 2:00 p.m. CT

• Active Shooter Preparedness
• Wednesday, July 12, 10:00 a.m. CT

• What is this stuff…? Navigating Education Standards 
Alignment

• Wednesday, July 19, 10:00 a.m. CT

http://www.thc.texas.gov/museum


Upcoming Free Webinars from Other Orgs

www.thc.texas.gov/museumconnections

• Are Museums Still Not Neutral?, June 23, 2:00 p.m. CT, BCMA

• Nonprofit Essentials: Tips to Manage Nonprofits Effectively, June 27, 6:30 p.m. CT, TALA

• Beyond Statements: Revisited, Part 3, June 28, 10:00 a.m. CT, AAMC

• Optimizing Your Nonprofit's Events to Fuel Fundraising Growth, June 28, 12:00 p.m. CT, 
Productive Fundraising

• NAGPRA Needs Assessment and Strategic Planning, Part 2, June 28, 2:00 p.m. CT, NEMA

• Challenging Inequities through Inclusive Leadership, July 5, 2:00 p.m. CT, BCMA

http://www.thc.texas.gov/museumconnections


Gabriela Truly, Dirk Van Tuerenhout, 
Kate McElvaney, and Angie Glasker



Collaborations Between Museums & 
Indigenous Partners
TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION WITH THE HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE AND THE BULLOCK MUSEUM



Daily commute in Houston.

Moments of reflection.



Reflection like this:

"As a professional institution, the 

Houston Museum of Natural 

Science owns its past, it exists in 

the present, and it strives for a 

better future.”



"We own our past."



"We exist in the present."

 The John P. McGovern Hall 1.0

 Focus on belongings.

 Only occasionally reference to the 

people who made and used these 

belongings.

 E.g., Southwest display.



"We strive for a better future."



 How were 

collaborative efforts 

first approved by 

higher ups

 How to approach 

higher ups about 

need for 

collaboration



Hall of the Americas,

Before Renovation

1998 - 2020



Hall of the Americas,

Re-Imagined

2022 -



How to find collaborative 

partners

How to initiate contact

What do those early 

conversations 

look like/what to expect



Indigenous Advisory Board

Ms. Concepción Poou Coy Tharin
Q’eqchi’ Maya,
Weaver

Ms. Candace Linklater
Moose Cree First Nation,
Educator & PhD Candidate

Dr. Linda Langley
Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana,
Retired THPO and Spouse

Mr. Diego Romero

Cochiti Pueblo,
Artist

Ms. Cara Romero
Chemehuevi,
Photographer

Ms. Wendi Schovanec

Cheyenne,
Indian Education teacher
Norman Public Schools



How to create mutually beneficial projects



How to formally 
recognize 
collaborative work 

 Documents

 Stipends



Budget

Documents

Logistics

Relationships



Budget



Documents



Logistics



Relationships



What does collaboration 
look like?





 Importance of correcting the 

record

 Native language first

 Culturally responsible 

stewardship

Qayaatx̂ux̂, Bentwood closed-crown hat
Unangax̂ (Aleut)
Aleutian Islands, Alaska, United States
Late 1700s – early 1800s AD
Wood, plant fiber, pigment

In the past, these hats served as visors to shade the eyes of hunters 
going out in the Arctic Ocean. Today, hunting methods have 
changed, with baseball caps, rather than these traditional hats worn.

Acquisition made possible by the John P. McGovern Foundation
AET.2233

Working Towards 

More Collaborative 

Collections Management











Possible pitfalls, setbacks, problems
OPEN COMMUNICATION AND RESPECT ARE KEY!



Overall takeaways 
and lessons 
learned

 Approach with open ears 
and open hearts

 Importance of transparency

 Schedule flexibility

 Importance of word choice

 Accept that there will be 
mistakes



Opening Events are not the end!
Ongoing Partnerships





Thank you!

Dirk Van Tuerenhout

Curator of 
Anthropology

Dirk@hmns.org

Gabriela Truly

Director of Collections

Gtruly@hmns.org

Kate McElvaney

Collections Manager, 
Anthropology

kmcelvaney@hmns.org

mailto:dirkv@hmns.org
mailto:Gtruly@hmns.org
mailto:kmcelvaney@hmns.org
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