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Welcome!

The webinar will begin at 10:00 a.m. CT.

While you wait:

1. Download PDFs of the webinar slides and Handouts under the “Handouts” tab of your
control bar.

2. Confirm that your speakers are turned on and your audio is working by doing a sound check
in the “Audio” tab of the control bar. Having problems? Exit and restart the webinar or switch to
“phone call” for a phone number and access code to hear the audio through your telephone.

Live Captioning available at:

Viewpoints shared and information developed and distributed by other organizations
and presenters do not necessarily reflect the views of the Texas Historical
Commission and its staff.
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The Museum Services Program provides
support, resources, and training to museums in
Texas.

« Consultations
 Webinars and workshops
e Resources



TEXAS
HISTORICAL

COMMISSION®  \1/,50um Services

www.thc.texas.gov/museum-services

On our webpage:

« Webinars
 Workshops

« Grants and Fundraising
« Helpful Resources

« Connect and Learn


http://www.thc.texas.gov/museum-services

TEXAS , ,
HISTORICAL Consultation and Collaboration:
COMMISSIONY

maracestemarenstores A Starting Point for Museums and Indigenous Tribes

www.thc.texas.gov/museum-and-tribes

 Workshop materials

« TxDOT resources
 Glossary and resource list
 Archeology resources

« Tribal information sheets
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Laura Casey
Museum Services Program Coordinator
laura.casey@thc.texas.gov

Emily Hermans
Museum Services Program Specialist
emily.hermans@thc.texas.gov
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COMMISSION'®  Upcoming Free Webinars

www.thc.texas.gov/museumwebinars

 Tribal Collaboration, Sovereignty, and Methodology: An Ndee
(Apache) Perspective
* Thursday, June 29, 2:00 p.m. CT

 Active Shooter Preparedness
« Wednesday, July 12, 10:00 a.m. CT

« What is this stuff...”? Navigating Education Standards
Alignment
 Wednesday, July 19, 10:00 a.m. CT


http://www.thc.texas.gov/museum

TEXAS
HISTORICAL

COMMISSION®  Jpcoming Free Webinars from Other Orgs

www.thc.texas.gov/museumconnections

Are Museums Still Not Neutral?, June 23, 2:00 p.m. CT, BCMA
Nonprofit Essentials: Tips to Manage Nonprofits Effectively, June 27, 6:30 p.m. CT, TALA
Beyond Statements: Revisited, Part 3, June 28, 10:00 a.m. CT, AAMC

Optimizing Your Nonprofit's Events to Fuel Fundraising Growth, June 28, 12:00 p.m. CT,
Productive Fundraising

NAGPRA Needs Assessment and Strategic Planning, Part 2, June 28, 2:00 p.m. CT, NEMA
Challenging Inequities through Inclusive Leadership, July 5, 2:00 p.m. CT, BCMA


http://www.thc.texas.gov/museumconnections

TEXAS - -
HISTORICAL Gabriela Truly, Dirk Van Tuerenhout,

COMMISSIONY Kate McElvaney, and Angie Glasker

REAL PLACES TELLING REAL STORIES




Collaborations Between Museums &
Indigenous Partners

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION WITH THE HOUSTON MUSEUM OF NATURAL SCIENCE AND THE BULLOCK MUSEUM



Daily commute in Houston.
Moments of reflection.
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Reflection like this:

"As a professiondal institution, the
Houston Museum of Natfural
Science owns Its past, It exists In
the present, and it strives for o
beftter future.”




"We own our past.”




"We exist In the present.”

All potterymaking materials
are a gift of Milford Nahohai

The John P. McGovern Hall 1.0
Focus on belongings.

Only occasionally reference to the
people who made and used these
belongings.

E.g., Southwest display.



"We strive for a better future.”

WeAre Here

NATIVE NATIONS are reclaiming their LANDS and Ways oF L.




» How were
collaborative efforts
first approved by
higher ups

» How fo approach
higher ups about
need for
collaboration




Hall of the Americas,
Before Renovation
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» How to find collaborative
partners

» How to Initiate contact

» What do those early
conversations
look like/what to expect



Indigenous Advisory Board

i,

Mes. Cohcepcién Poou Coy Tharin Ms. Candace Linklater Dr. Linda Langley -
Q'eqgchi’ Maya, Moose Cree First Nation, Coushatta Tribe of Louisiana,
Weaver Educator & PhD Candidate Retired THPO and Spouse
N = 2N
N | . W

Mr. Diego Romero Ms. Cara Romero Ms. Wendi Schovanec

Cochiti Pueblo, Chemehuevi, Cheyenne,

Artist Photographer Indian Education teacher

Norman Public Schools



How to create mutually beneficial projects




How to formally
recognize
collaborative wor

» Documents

» Stipends

HMNS/

January 11, 2022

theHoustonMuseum of natural science

HALL OF THE AMERICAS ADVISORY GROUP

AGREEMENT
Houston Museum of Natural Science Name
5555 Hermann Park Drive Address
Houston, Texas 77030-1799 Address
Joel Bartsch, President Email:
Tel. 713 639 4660 Tel.
This Agreement 1s made this day of . 2021 by and between the Houston Museum of

Natural Science (“MUSEUM™), a Texas non-profit corporation, and xpgpoe (PARTICIPANT). MUSEUM and
the PARTICIPANT hereby agree as follows:

1

Purpose of Agreement:

The PARTICIPANT and the MUSEUM will fulfill, in all respects, the terms and conditions of thiz Agreement:

A) The PARTICIPANT is invited to be a member of the Advisery Group, to assist the MUSEUM in presenting
information, artifacts and belongings in the new Hall of the Americas, in a respectful way. Initially the focus of
the work will be on the new Hall of the Americas. Once the Hall iz open, the MUSEUM looks forward to
creating lasting relationships with the members of the Advisory Group, that will help us look at our collection
and belongings in new and different ways.

B) The PARTICIPANT will complete the work described below for the MUSEUM in exchange for a stipend of
$535 US Dollars per year. This stipend will be paid according to the schedule detailed in Section 3 of this
Agreement.

Scope of Commitment:

A) This first year of the Advizory Group, the PARTICIPANT will attend xxx meetings via Zoom. The
PARTICIPANT will attend one in-person meeting of the Advisory Group at the Houston Museum of Natural
Science. This first year of the Advisory Group the in-person mesting will be held around the opening of the
new Hall of the Americas, scheduled for xxx. The Advisory Group will likely meet sometime the week of xux.
HMNS will cover the cost of economy air travel and two nights of hotel in Houston.

B) PARTICIPANT is invited to serve a X-year term on the Advisory Group.

C) PARTICIPANT will be recognized in our new Hall of the Americas for their contribution to the project.

D) It iz estimated that for the Hall of the Americas opening on xxx each PARTICIPANT will review and assist in
editing approximately xxx object labels and xx text panels. Provide review and advice on language across the
exhibition as needed; advice regarding appropriate opening ceremony events. Assist to identify appropriate
participants for opening events as needed.

E) The second year, the PARTICIPANT will attend xxx meetings via Zoom, and one in-person meeting at HMNS
(HMNS will cover the cost of economy air travel and two nights hotel in Houston). We will work on 5xxs.

Initials:
HMNS/
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HMNS/
January 11, 2022 ICE

theHoustonMuseumofnatural science

HALL OF THE AMERICAS ADVISORY GROUP

: who can provide different and

AGREEMENT
Houston Museum of Natural Science Name temporary pieces showing how
. . 5555 Hermann Park Drive Address
WHOlEtOnNIU.SLmOﬁ?ﬂtUT(LZSCZW Houston, Texas 77030-1799 Address 2 sm:l.ld chz_mges to present new
Joel Bartsch, President Email: ws events.
Tel 713 639 4660 Tel. ne for additional research.

s to share that information. We

This Agree_ment 1s made this day of _ , 2021 by and between the Houston Museum of Ivice, we seek to provide the
Date Natural Science (“"MUSEUM”), a Texas non-profit corporation, and oo (PARTICIPANT). MUSEUM and

the PARTICIPANT hereby agree as follows:
¥$§e of our Hall. Once the new hall
Address 1. Purpose of Agreement: s look at our collection in new
Address The PARTICIPANT and the MUSEUM will fulfill, in all respects, the terms and conditions of this Agreement: 1tation, access.
Address A) The PARTICIPANT is invited to be a member of the Advisory Group, to assist the MUSEUM in presenting

information, artifacts and belongings in the new Hall of the Americas, in a respectful way. Initially the focus of

Dear xxx, the work will be on the new Hall of the Amenecas. Once the Hall 13 open, the MUSEUM looks forward to

As you know from your communications with our curator, the Hou
working on the renovation of our Hall of the Americas. Central to th
voices. We are forming a small Advisory Group to discuss impo
envisioned as a long-term partnership.

On behalf of the Museum and our Curator of Anthropology. Dr. D
be part of the Advisory Group.

The Hall of the Americas will open s

On xxx we will hold the first gathering of the Advisory Group will
I will contact you 1n the coming week or so, to answer any questi
hope you will be one of the members of our Advisory Group to ad
voice to our efforts, for the new hall, and into the future.

Attached please find additional information about the project and tl

Please feel fiee to email me with any questions lv(@ .01Z 0

creating lasting relationships with the members of the Advisory Group, that will help us look at our collection
and belongings in new and different ways.

B) The PARTICIPANT will complete the work described below for the MUSEUM in exchange for a stipend of
$zxzxs US Dollars per vear. This stipend will be paid according to the schedule detailed in Section 3 of this
Agreement.

Scope of Commitment:

A) This first year of the Advisory Group, the PARTICIPANT will attend xxx meetings via Zoom. The
PARTICIPANT will attend one in-person meeting of the Advisory Group at the Houston Museum of Natural
Science. This first year of the Advisory Group the in-person meeting will be held around the opening of the
new Hall of the Americas, scheduled for xxx. The Advisory Group will likely meet sometime the week of xxx.
HMNS will cover the cost of economy atr travel and two nights of hotel in Houston.

B) PARTICIPANT is invited to serve a x-year term on the Advisory Group.

C) PARTICIPANT will be recognized in our new Hall of the Americas for their contribution to the project.

D) It is estimated that for the Hall of the Americas opening on xxx each PARTICIPANT will review and assist in
editing approximately xxx object labels and xx text panels. Provide review and advice on language across the
exhibition as needed; advice regarding appropriate opening ceremony events. Assist to identify appropriate

dirkv({@hmns.org. participants for opening events as needed.

S ' E)} The second year, the PARTICIPANT will attend xxx meetings via Zoom, and one in-person meeting at HAMNS
meerely. (HMINS will cover the cost of economy air travel and two nights hotel in Houston). We will work on xxxz.

Gabriela Truly Initials:

Director of Collections

HMNS/

0 the project.
rs. Discussion of objectives.

the hall: text panels, labels, etc.
2 text panels.

progress. The Advisory Group
. meeting held at the Houston
HMNS will cover travel and

zetings (via Zoom) to continue
tel covered by the museum.
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What does collaboration

look like?







Working Towards
More Collaborative
Collections Management

» Importance of correcting the
record

| ! QayaatxXuX, Bentwood closed-crown hat
» Native IongUOge first Unangax (Aleut)

Aleutian Islands, Alaska, United States
Late 1700s — early 1800s AD
Wood, plant fiber, pigment

< CU'TUFQ"Y reSpOHSI ble In the past, these hats served as visors to shade the eyes of hunters

stewq rd5h|p going out in the Arctic Ocean. Today, hunting methods have
changed, with baseball caps, rather than these traditional hats worn.

Acquisition made possible by the John P. McGovern Foundation
AET.2233




Arctic introductory text panel....
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Arctic and sub-arctic introductory text panel

Human beings have lived on |Turt|e Island [since time immemaorial, as & _sentiment deeply-hetd asserted
b|\,f Indigenous people|. Sediments in the Old Crow Basin in Yukon Territory contain a fossil record of
plants and animals going back more than a million years. Among these are mammoth bones broken in
distinctive ways reminiscent of human butchery and tool production. Some of these yielded radiocarbon
dates between 25,000 and 40,000 years ago.

Humans did not settle Arctic Eastern North America until about 4,500 years ago, after the glaciers had
retreated and people had developed the appropriate technology to make successful forays into this
region.

Mative people living in this region draw their sustenance from the sea and land. Theﬂ'ﬂsh, hunt seal,
walrus, whale, caribou, and muskox.|

The arrival of outsidars, or Qallungot as specify WHICH? Native people sometimes call them, marked a

violent intrusion into this world. With it came the |imposit|'0n| of new religions, new languages, and new
aconomic and social systems. |Bc:ar|:|ing schools uprooted communities and negatively affected (and still
affect) t#hesge-otd cultural traditions i

Within this changing landscape, Indigenous people have fought to preserve their heritage. That struggle
continues aven ##H today. |

Houston M =
ouston Museu @ |

WRE -~ Share

ovim| 8

| @mention or rephy

jo qanachin

Start sentence “Indigencus people
assert that human..."? Sounds better,
| think.

| @menticn or reply

o Candacelinklater

and moose, rabbit, geese

| @mention or reply

o Candacelinklater

invasion

| @mention or reply

EEw

o Candacelinklater
mention intergenerational trauma
and the thousands of children
remains that have been found in
Canada from these "boarding
schools"

March 25, 2022, 10:46 AM

@' Dirk Van Tuerenhout
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% ‘%' |HMNS.AET.001618 - 1997.1423 - Qilaut, Frame drum - Data Migration

Mote Details

Motes: Drum; with ink drawings depicting sea creatures. Dimensions: H. 6.8cm, L. 55cm, Dia. 76.5cm. Condition: excellert. Some marks
on surface , small rip &t bottom, partial pulling away of drum’s skin at "X mark, scratches on handle.

Tabs

This looks like a type of frame drum native to Inuit culture called a gilaut & in Inuktitut language

Shorteuts

Beechwood used for frame/circle; cover traditionally carbou skin or walrus stomach, now made from canvas (waterproof).
Missing: drum beater, usually wood covered with seal skin strips

Multimedia Drum dancing is a celebration of life and an entertainment. In springtime you would build a large iglu for a celebration to help
welcome spring. Both men and women dance and someone sings. Inuit women do throat singing. There's a big feast of seal,
Admin carbou, and arctic char. The drum is made from wood and canbou skin.  must not be too dry. Lise water on skin. Dance is in the
] same movement as the sun, this shows respect to sun and to daylight. The handle is the beak of a bird. Hurting songs are sung,
they are a story told in composition. Also "self put down™ songs, show you're humble. - Notes from Pita Tagtu Imig, Inuit cuttural
teacher and second Commissioner of Nunawvut, HMMNS wisit 12 Apl 2022

Security

Added ca. 1900 to date verbatim KM 9/10/2020|
.*.

Motes Date: I:I ["_' Motes Type: | |

Motes Date Motes Type

Display Object 1of 1 kmcelvaney | Anthropology  emuhmns




@) A‘L"’, Ilgaak, snow goggles

Thule

Greenland

€.1200-1700 A.D.

‘Walrus ivory

Goggles like these were wornin springtime (May, June, and
July) to protect against snow blindness. In the summer, when
the snow has melted, they were not worn.

Acquisition made possible by the Lillie and Roy Cullen Endowment Fund
AET.BBE

'C?} Wrist guard
Inuit
Alaska, United States
19005 A.D.
Walrus ivory

Transfer from Texas ALM University
AELIETI

[_E) Y\*d, Sakku, harpoon head

Inupiag

Alaska, United States
1875-1900 A.D.
Bone, slate

Gift of Texas A&M University

Yy
Q)

)
€))

2_Arctic_Object_Labels

“Down Under”, sea hunter's hat

Hat made by Scott Jensen (b1949), Non-Indigenous/Adopted
Tlingit, and painted by Thomas Stream (1941-2021), Sun‘'aq Aleut
206 AD.

Hemlock, yellow cedar, simulated sea lion whiskers, trade beads,
beach feathers, acrylic paint

Acquisition made possible by the John P. McGovern Foundation
AET2402

'CD QayaatXui,

bentwood closed-crown hat
Unanga (Aleut)

Aleutian Islands, Alaska, United States

Late 1700s-early 1800s A.D.

Woad, plant fiber, pigment

In the past, these hats served as visors to shade the eyes
of hunters going out in the Arctic Ocean. Today, hunting
methods have changed, with baseball caps, rather than

Wooden net spacers
Inupiag
Yukon River, Alaska, United States

Early 19005 A.D.
Wood

Gift of Mrs. Helen M. Sloan
AELZIET, AET.2088, AET.TIBN, AETIN0, AET.ZIN1

Four-pronged fishhook with lure

Inuit

Yukon River, Alaska, United States
(-

Metal, bone, fiber, glass

Gift of Mrs. Helen M. Sloan

these traditional hats worn.

Acoulsith 4 Ible by the John P. M

AETI233

@) \btd, Sakku, harpoon head
Inupiag
Alaska, United States
1875-1900 AD.
Bone

Gift of Texas AEM University
AETIERE

(1) Bola

Inuit
Alaska, United States
1875-1900 A.D.

Plant fiber, animal bone, feathers

Bolas consist of chunks of animal bones tied to a
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Qajaq, Kayak

ca.1910 AD
SRin, seal Wood Bone

Constructed of a lightweight wooden framework covered
with sealskin, a kayak took real skill to paddle. Hunting
tools, such as a lance, a throwing harpoon, and a rack to

hold a coiled harpoon line were secured to the kayak, within

easy reach of the paddler.

The swift and streamlined boats were just one kind of
specialized transportation developed by Arctic peoples.

Others included a larger open boat for whale hunting called

an umiak, and a sled pulled by harnessed dogs for travel



Apps

This region reaches from the southern edge of the Northeast culture area to the Gulf of Mexico; from
east to west, it stretches from the Atlantic Ocean to somewhat west of the Mississippi valley. Cnce home
to numerous large and small Tribes, European encroachment and subsequent domination of colonial narratives

contributed to re-focusing_the Indigenous landscape on those Tribes that would come to be known as the "Five
Civilized Trihe:uﬁ%ﬁ—bﬁkﬁﬁ%ﬁ@&ﬁﬁ%@%&ﬁgﬁ—ﬁ%‘ﬁ%%ﬁeﬁchemkee,
Choctaw, Chickasaw, Creek, and Seminme:l;rkﬂ&rﬁﬂﬁHE-FHE-EM—EeﬁiFibe&_hzﬁﬂdﬁi&ﬁﬂﬂrﬂﬂﬁS{
Many Southeastern tribes lived in settled villages and practiced agriculture prior to the arrival of
Eurcpeans; most #rthe-Seutheastspoke Muskogean languages; although there were #is2 some Siouan
language Tribes,speskersand one Iroquoian-speaking Tribesretp (Fie-Cherokee),_and many Tribes with

unrelated languages (such as Matchez, Chitimacha and Tunicaju.__.”

The arrival of European settlers on the Atlantic coast marked the beginning of the loss of homelands for
these tribes. Some Tribes voluntarily relocated to avoid European encroachment, and The Indian
Remowal Act resulted in the forceful removal of many tribes to what is now Oklahoma. With the
introduction of the concept of allotment, making individual landownership rather than collective
landownership the law of the land, tribes suffered further, and lands were tsstts stolen by non-Native
people.

In addition to numerous brl::lkenl treatiesl, forced removals and other acts of aggression, the US Congress
developed policies designed to further erode tribal sovereignty such as the 1953 Termination Policy.

However, Tribes persisted in their efforts towards renewed sovereignty, resulting in legislation such as
the Principal Chief Act (1970), which authorized each of the Five Civilized Tribes of Oklahoma to take
back their government and popularly elected tribal officials once again. Another major milestone was
achieved with the passage of PL 93-638 (19753), the Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance
i ights to self-governance. More recently, Tribas have been active
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| think it is EXTREMELY important to
also include a map of Indigenous
anguages. Coushatta (Koasati) does

See more

Possible pittalls, setbacks, problems

OPEN COMMUNICATION AND RESPECT ARE KEY!




Overall takeaways
and lessons
learned

» Approach with open ears
and open hearts

» Importance of fransparency
» Schedule flexibility
» Importance of word choice

» Accept that there will be
mistakes
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Thank you!
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Dirk Van Tuerenhout Gabriela Truly Kate McElvaney
Curator of Director of Collections | Collections Manager,
Anthropology Anthropology

. Giruly@hmns.org
Dirk@hmns.org kmcelvaney@hmns.org
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