
Interpretive Planning for Historic Sites 

Tuesday, August 15, 2023 

 

Resources: 

Planning for Interpretation and Visitor Experience, National Park Service, 1998 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/hfc/upload/interp-visitor-exper.pdf 

Comprehensive Interpretive Planning, National Park Service, 2000 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/hfc/upload/cip-guideline.pdf 

Nosek, Elizabeth. Interpretative Master Planning: A Framework for Historical Sites. Rowman & Littlefield 

Publishers, 2021.  

https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538139257/Interpretative-Master-Planning-A-Framework-for-Historical-

Sites 

Higginbotham, Colleen. Creating Great Visitor Experiences: A Guide for Museum Professionals. Rowman 

& Littlefield Publishers, 2022. 

https://rowman.com/ISBN/9781538150221/Creating-Great-Visitor-Experiences-A-Guide-for-Museum-

Professionals 

Simon, Nina. The Art of Relevance. 2016. 

https://artofrelevance.org/ (read online for free) 

Veverka, John A. Interpretive Master Planning, Volume One: Strategies for a New Millenium, 

MuseumsEtc, 2015. 

https://museumsetc.com/products/interpretation (included as separate handout) 

Veverka, John A. Developing Plans for Landscape Museums.  (included as separate handout) 

EngagingPlaces.net. Interpretive Planning at Historic Sites is a Three-Part Harmony, 2012. 

https://engagingplaces.net/2012/12/04/interpretive-planning-at-historic-sites-a-three-part-harmony/ 

Planning for Success: Interpretive Planning Tools for Heritage Areas, Historic Trails and Gateways, nd. 

https://www.nps.gov/subjects/heritageareas/upload/Interp-Planning-Toolkit-for-Heritage-Areas-Historic-

Trails-and-Gateways-2.pdf 

National Association for Interpretation, Resources, Publications.  

https://www.interpnet.com/NAI/interp/Resources/Publications/nai/_publications/PUBLICATIONS.aspx?h

key=9a23f783-a091-4fbc-a051-51eb57a2660f 

A few examples of interpretive plans online: 

Fort Ward Historic Park, Draft Interpretive Plan, DesignMinds, 2018. 

https://media.alexandriava.gov/docs-

archives/historic/info/fortward/20180913fortwarddraftinterpretiveplan.pdf 
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Pease Park Interpretive Master Plan, MuseWork, 2020.  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5c2d2da955b02c84384fe844/t/5ef298a360d70d7d518881ae/15

92957103994/Pease+Park+IMP+Final.pdf 

Nez Perce (Nee-Me-Poo) National Historic Trail Interpretive Plan, USDA, 2016. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd568372.pdf 

Edsel & Eleanor Ford House, Interpretive Plan, Dialogic Consulting, 2021. (included as handout) 

• Institutional Truths / Non-negotiables, Dialogic Consulting and Ford House, 2021 and 2023. 

(included as handout) 
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