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Texas City Museum (Courtesy of Texas City Museum)
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Exhibitions are a Visual Medium

From Dirt Road to
H

way System

Texas Transportation pop-up exhibit (Courtesy of Texas Department of Transportation and Texas Historical Commission

Exhibitions are a Visual Medium

A CAR fIT FOR THE FORMER) SPEAKER
1247

TOUCH! .

A TOKEN OF
APPRECIATION

In November 1946, Republicans retook control
of the House of Representatives and Sam
Rayburn lost his posifion as Speaker of the
House soon after. Though he was elected U.S.
House Minority Leader, he no longer had use of
the Congressionally-funded limousine thot came
with the Speaker’s office. One hundred and
+fortytwo Democratic Congressmen
donated $25 each — the most
Mr. Sam would accept as a gift
— to purchase the former
Speaker this new 1947
Cadillac Fleetwood.

WHILE CONGRESSMEN FROM BOTH PARTIES DONATED TO BUY SAM
RAYBURN A NEW CAR, HE RETURNED THE MONEY. DONATED BY 50
REPUBLICANS. HE WANTED TO AVOID THE APPEARANCE OF A

CONFLICT OF INTEREST.

READY TO ROLL

When Sam Rayburn wasn't using the Cadillac
in Washington, D.C., he stored it here in
Bonham. After his death in 1961, his friend
E.8. Chapman bought the Cadillac.
Chapman eventually donated it fo the Sam
Rayburn House in 1975. The car was first
restored in 1998-1999. lts engine and
brakes were repaired in 2010, allowing the
Cadillac to make appearances in parades
and car shows.

IN 1947, CADILLACS WERE CONSIDERED HIGH-END,
LUXURY VEHICLES. SAM RAYBURN WAS AWARE OF
THEIR REPUTATION, SO HE RARELY DROVE IT AT

HOME TO AVOID AUENATING His CONSTITUENTS.

Sam Rayburn House State Historic Site (Courtesy of MuseWork/Texas Historical Commaission)
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Exhibitions are a Visual Medium

Visual Variety

The ‘Munitionettes'

A HicGHER EDUCATION B 1916 Chunes Gl & Sons enpyed 150 e

The work was very dangerous and the houts were long.
The Thetford ‘Munitionettes’ produced mmnwm

England

Donald Schoolhouse Museum, Grapevine, TX; Ancient House Museum of Thetford Life, Thetford,
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Visual Variety

(Courtesy of History Associates, Inc.)

Choosing the Right Type of Visual

Step 1: Figure out what it is you're trying to communicate.

Step 2: Figure out which type of visual will best communicate
that.

Step 3: Assess the quality of your options.

Step 4: Choose your visual.
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Maps

The Basics

m Need to be reproduced at a scale large enough that people can see what it
is you're interpreting.

m If necessary, it's okay to reproduce just a segment of a map.

Maps

Historical maps are good for giving people a snapshot of what a particular place looked
like at a given time.

Texas Bird’s-Eye Views (Courtesy of Amon Carter Museum)
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Maps

When historical maps are used together, they can also be used to show growth and
change over time.

Texas Bird’s-Eye Views (Courtesy of Amon Carter Museum)

Crossing the Comal River and linking New Braunfels and Comaltown was
ani project. The river was i

Connecting the town sites would help local business, but it was also 7
important for the region. New Braunfels is on the route between San =
Antonio and Austin and many businesspeople and visitors traveled here. %, *

Comal River Crossing (Courtesy of TxDOT)




Charts, Graphs and Tables
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FIRST STEPS THE RACE BEGINS

At the turn of the twentieth century, the United States was still a relatively  Just as the United States sought to enhance its own position in the
young country without a long history of prominence in international international arena, other nations also sought to reinforce and expand
affairs. President Theodore Roosevelt believed that the best way to expand  their places on the global stage. This led to a fast-paced naval arms race
America’s prominence was through greater international trade. To protect  between the United States, Great Britain, Germany and Japan, with
America’s commercial ships and cargo abroad, Roosevelt sought to create  each country trying to build faster, more powerful ships than its rivals.
a stronger Navy composed of battleships that could sail The chart below shows how many ships each country ordered
anywhere in the world to protect the between 1905 and 1914, and the size guns each
United States’ military and A - ship carried.

business interests. )

riiven

Battleship TEXAS State Historic Site (Courtesy of Texas Parks & Wiidlife)

Images of Documents

Texas State Cemetery
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Images of Documents

19405-505 TR

Chinese Draftee
Tolave Tty

will leave with 35 other’

~ustin'y first Chinese_registrant.
o e arii cepter—ai
gmmm

of military training under the
Tation's selective service law,

gress avenue, who holds order No.
Ghina, in 1907 but he has been in
the nited States since 1924 and
has filed declaration of intention
to become a citizen.
Another registrant leaving for the
induction center Friday is Mace
=
ace, Travis county, for Precinct:

3. Place 2. Thu i
that he will wait until his accept-

office here.

ing W , 100 Chi il i This article announces the first Chinese man
1o America to serve as interpreters for Chinese pilots training for a top~ to enter military service from Austin, Chew Al
il Leung, acook Wah Café. Mr. Leung was

bases actoss America, and Kwei “Duke” Tu (on the ri the trained at Fort Sam H
officers sent to Bergstrom Army Air Field in Austin. World War II.

Asian American Resource Center in Austin, TX

Images of Documents
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Wardroom Pantry

W hile most of the food was cooked in the Officer’s ),
Galley, Stewards plated all of the Wardroom Officers'
meals in this Pantry. They were usually Pacific Islanders or
African Americans and were responsible for serving officers’
meals, cleaning staterooms and doing laundry.

Battleship TEXAS State Historic Site (Courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife)
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Photograph

(Courtesy of Historic New England)

(Courtesy of Tech Radar)
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Photographs: The Basics

(Courtesy of Briscoe Center for American History)

Photographs: Simple Can Be Strong

(Courtesy of Private Collection of T. B. Willis, via The Portal to Texas History)
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(Courtesy of Fort Bend Museum via Portal to Texas History)

Photographs: The “Rule” of Thirds

(Courtesy of National Archives and Records Administration)
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Photographs: Lines and Movement

(Courtesy of The History Center, Diboll, TX, via The Portal to Texas History)

Photographs: Lines and Movement

e

(Courtesy of Austin History Center)
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Photographs: Lines and Movement

(Courtesy of UNT Libraries Special Collections via The Portal to Texas History)

Photographs: Action Images

(Courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife)

8/20/2020
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Photographs: Action Images

(Courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife)

Photographs: Static Images

I havent peen getting map
letters for severa; weeks !
UBtLL today when T recetves |
T €ee but I was awrul glaq
to get them.

Mail Call (Courtesy of Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition Service)
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Permissions: Rules of Thumb

m Anything created in the United States prior to 1925 is in the public domain as of
January 1, 2020.
m The U.S. Federal Government cannot own copyright.
- Applies to anything created by federal employees.
- But, independent contractors/artists hired by the U.S. Federal Government
may hold copyright to their work.

m Best bet: if it was created after 1925, get written permission from the owner of the
image (the repository that holds it) and the copyright holder (if they’re a separate
entity).

Fonts: Serif vs. Sans Serif

Serif Sans Serif
m Serifs have “feet” or “tails” on the m Sans serif fonts lack the “feet” or
letters. “tails” on the letters.
m  Examples: m Examples:
- Garamond - Franklin Gothic
- Times New Roman -  Tahoma
- Bookman Old Style —  Arial

15



Fonts: Serif vs. Sans Serif

Print Web

m Serif fonts are considered more legible m Sans serif fonts are considered
in print. more legible on screen.

m In general, use serif fonts for body copy m Use sans serif fonts at any size.
and larger.

m Exception: serif fonts are harder to read
at small size. Use sans serif fonts for
smaller print (e.g., captions).

8/20/2020

Fonts: Sizes

m Captions: 20 to 24-point type

m Body copy and Titles: 28 to 42-point type, depending on:
- color of type
- spacing between letters (kerning) and between lines (leading)
- type of font (regular, bold, italic)

Note: the actual print size of a 20-point font will vary depending on the font. For
example:

m  Garamond at 20 point
B DilleniaUPC at 20 point

When using a font that runs on the smaller side, make sure you compensate for this by
using it at a larger size.

16
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Fonts: More Readable

m In general: regular typefaces (not BOLD or italic)
m Don’t set textin ALL CAPS

m Serif fonts:
- Times New Roman
- New Century Schoolbook

m Sans serif fonts:
- Helvetica
- Univers
- Futura

Source: Smithsonian Guidelines for Accessible Design

Fonts: Less Readable

| é%/@éf Because all the letters connect and contain flourishes, script

fonts make it harder for the eye to distinguish one letter from the next. This
makes these fonts harder to read overall.

B Eroded Eroded fonts don’t have smooth edges, which makes it

difficult for the eye to recognize the letter forms. Use them sparingly in both
print and web applications.

These fonts evoke a particular feeling or mood. There are some cases where

they might be your best option. If you choose to use these types of fonts, use

them sparingly and at a very large size, and recognize that you are sacrificing
readability for some viewers.

17
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Fonts: Le§ Readable

was the first E

Texas State Cemetery (Courtesy of State Preservation Board)
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(Courtesy of KnowYourMeme.com)
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Composition: Balance

Texas State Cemetery (Courtesy of State Preservation Board)

Composition: Colors and Contrast

P’EUA P'A-'Al
moon of the departed

O by e v

Time Exposures: Picturing Isleta Pueblo in the 19t Century (Courtesy of Museum of
Texas Tech University)
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Composition: Image Orientation

P48 (1 e PLTERKASTY - | o

A L,+,,

J
1

S
WU Ty
As World War Il progressed, the United States continued to -~ e ﬁ:L

collaborate with Allied forces, and Battleship TEXAS fought in both
the European and Pacific theaters.

| AGAIN...

STORMING THE BEACHES Afer -Dey, Allid force tarmed theis attention s the ncarby ATYPHOON OF STEEL

O e , 194, the Alled forers embarked on the largest PO S e Eaor TEXAS Jolned the invasion of we Jma n February 1945, bornburding
ampubious fnvasion in histary, TEXAS shelled Pointe dn Hoc so i el the

it provided spport for Arniyand Marine
iccause of the threat of Japancse kamikaze attacks, TEXAS
e stations for 50 sraight days

g and provi
thInfantry Division:
successil

K- AT W;AR ON Tw;) SEASV B

Battleship TEXAS State Historic Site (Courtesy of Texas Parks & Wildlife)
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Composition: Capacity

Tall Tales of the Wild West (Courtesy of National Ranching Heritage Center)
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ELLWHITIEY
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In 1793, Eli Whitney created the first cotton gin that
would separate upland cotton. His invention used a hand
crank to turn wires on a drum with small hooks to pull
the lint away from the seeds. The gin, whose name was

derived from the word “engine,” consisted of five parts:

the frame, the cylinder, the breastwork, the clearer, and [ _ _sz0, Gin

the hopper. While built later, the Eagle Gin closely | 5"~ v in 1207
resembled the Whitney version, but with one main

difference. The Eagle Gin replaced the wires with saws, Ginned - 50 lés a d

a design that Whitney would use in his later models. gin stard
Gins revolutionized the cotton industry in the United States Bl - 2296 in @ /=
and changed the nation’s economic history. By 1850, Cost - 40¢ apocrd
America was responsible for three-quarters of the world’s.

supply of “white gold.”

Bt i the 18008 in Brcgewaler, Massachusots, 14 Eagie Gin was acqured by Waly Darnelle

o
saveral cwmarships and a devastating fro n 1852 befoe boing acaued by The Continental Gin
Company i 1899

Bayer Museum of Agriculture

Composition: Capacity

21



Take-Aways

m Choose the right type of visual for your message.
m Look for simple, well-composed, and dynamic images.

m Rely on fonts that are highly readable (and limit use of those that
are not).

m Think about balance, contrast, image orientation, and capacity
when putting it all together.

Find this week’s resource sheet at:

https://www.thc.texas.gov/local-exhibits

This training was made possible by:

el ="
HISTORICAL : - ‘
COMMISSIONYW 3 Smithsonian Im M

Department
REAL PLACES TELLING REAL STORIES Transportation
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