
Paving the Way for STEM in History Museums



Becoming a Habitat for Teachers:
Designing Educator Workshops with STEM in Mind



Workshop Goals
By the end of this webinar you will:

● Understand how to create engaging and useful teacher programs and resources. that can be 

used on-site and online

● Explore  how to build connections with teacher audiences and how to design and execute 

multidisciplinary educator workshops of several different formats

● Practice program planning skills that can be applied at your site

● Walk away with examples of how STEM can be incorporated into teacher programs at 

history-based sites



Why focus on the teacher and student audiences?

● Mission Critical

● Field Trip Attendance

● Trusted source of learning; 

exposure to primary 

sources

● Impact Numbers



History Museums and STEM—why go multidisciplinary?
● Adds to your 

interpretation

● Ties into the stories of 

people/being human

● History connects to 

everything else

● Helps teachers create 

well-rounded learning



STEM Connections

● STEM Connections in your Collection

● Connect to Community Issues



Making Connections with Teachers

● Visibility at community events

● Direct connections with Region and District Leaders

● Online resources

● Professional Development events



Regional and District Leaders

ESC Map: https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-

services/education-service-centers/education-service-centers-map
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https://tea.texas.gov/about-tea/other-services/education-service-centers/education-service-centers-map


Regional and District Leaders

● School District Locator:

● Instructional Specialists, Curriculum 

Coordinators, Curriculum and 

Instruction, instructional Support, 

Resource Specialists, Teaching and 

Learning Dept, etc. 

https://tea-

texas.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webapp

viewer/index.html?id=51f0c8fa684c4

d399d8d182e6edd5d97

https://tea-texas.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=51f0c8fa684c4d399d8d182e6edd5d97


Regional and District Leaders

● Regional Education Service Centers

● District Curriculum Leaders

● Partner and put on joint programs together

● Attend their meetings

● Contribute to their staff newsletters

● Advisory groups



Visibility at Community Events

● Be a “table” at educational (or social) events in town

● Library programs

● Festival days

● Parent nights

● Community “Back to School” events



Visibility at Community Events



Online Resources

https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/educators/activity-guides

https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/educators/activity-guides


Online Resources

https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/educators/curriculum-tools

https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/educators/curriculum-tools


Online Resources

https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/educators/curriculum-tools

https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/educators/curriculum-tools


Online Resources

https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/educators/curriculum-tools

https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/educators/curriculum-tools


Online Resources

https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/educators/curriculum-tools

https://www.thestoryoftexas.com/education/educators/curriculum-tools


Online Resources--Tips

● Avoid large notebooks 

● Keep lesson flexible, more 

of an idea than a rigid structure

● Talk to teachers!
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Making Connections with Teachers

● Visibility at community events



Professional Development Events—CPE Provider

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-educators/preparation-and-continuing-

education/continuing-professional-education-cpe

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-educators/preparation-and-continuing-education/continuing-professional-education-cpe
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Professional Development Events—Formats

● Smaller, Focused Workshops

● General Museum Orientation

● Large, Open House Events



General Museum Orientation

Discovering History through Artifacts

How can you use hands-on artifacts in your classroom to excite students about a 

topic? How can close observation encourage students to see beyond the obvious? In 

this FREE workshop about artifact analysis, learn step-by-step teaching techniques, 

practice identifying "mystery objects" and search through museum exhibitions to 

find connections to historical topics. Gain skills in using artifacts to connect social 

studies to other subject areas, and learn helpful hints in building your own 

classroom artifact collection.



General Museum Orientation



Smaller, Focused Workshops

● Structure

● Workshop Elements

● Sample Outlines/Agendas

● Logistical Consideration

● Tips
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Large, Open House Events

● Structure

● Workshop Elements

● Sample Outlines/Agendas

● Logistical Consideration

● Tips



Large, Open House Events



Large, Open House Events



Large, Open House Events

● Community Partners to provide expertise, resources, and 

create a connection for teachers with another group in their 

community that they can use as a resource



Pandemic Interlude



Pandemic Interlude



Pandemic Interlude



Marketing

● What to do when you already 

have a teacher audience

● What to do when you don’t 

already have a teacher 

audience

● (SEO) tips

● Group work

STAR EDUCATOR eNEWS



Marketing
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/educators-night-tickets-70824659463#

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/educators-night-tickets-70824659463


Making Connections with Teachers

● Visibility at community events

● Direct connections with Region and District Leaders

● Online resources

● Professional Development events

○ General Museum Orientation

○ Smaller, Focused Workshops

○ Larger, Open House Events



STEM Connections

● Teacher Program Planning

● TxDOT Partner Resources

● Biology and Environment: Bats and their Habitats

● How connect to STEM? Connect to Community Issues



STEM Connections



Join Us for An Activity!
Now that you’ve explored some different options for teacher workshops, join us to 

practice planning a program. Using bat habitat resources from TxDOT and a step-by-

step program planning strategy, you’ll work with a team to develop an engaging 

teacher professional development session that incorporates STEM.

Thursday, June 17 at 2pm or Friday, June 18 at 10am

Bring your institution’s STEM-based project in any stage of development and we’ll 

workshop it with colleagues across the state.

Thursday, July 29 at 2pm or Friday, July 30 at 10am

Tell Us About Your Own Work!
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