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1. Name of Property

Historic Name: Stephen F. Austin Elementary School
Other name/site number: Abell Street School (1969), Minnie Mae Hopper Elementary School (1996)
Name of related multiple property listing: n/a

2. Location

Street & number: 500 Abell Street
City or town: Wharton State: Texas County: Wharton
Not for publication: A Vicinity: A

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this

(X nomination A request for determination of eligibility) meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National
Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the
property (X meets A does not meet) the National Register criteria.

| recommend that this property be considered significant at the following levels of significance:
A national X statewide X local

Applicable National Register Criteria: X A AB X C AD

State Historic Preservation Officer
Signature of certifying official / Title Date

Texas Historical Commission
State or Federal agency / bureau or Tribal Government

In my opinion, the property X meets A does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency / bureau or Tribal Government

4. National Park Service Certification

I hereby certify that the property is:

____entered in the National Register
____determined eligible for the National Register
___determined not eligible for the National Register.
____removed from the National Register

___other, explain:

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property

Private

X Public - Local
Public - State
Public - Federal

Category of Property

X | building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing | Noncontributing
1 2 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 2 total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register: NA

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions: EDUCATION: School

Current Functions: VACANT/NOT IN USE

7. Description

Architectural Classification: Late 19" and 20" Century Revivals: Modernistic Colonial Revival
Principal Exterior Materials: BRICK, STUCCO

Narrative Description (continuation sheets 8 through 12)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

X

A

Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.

D

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations: n/a

Areas of Significance: ARCHITECTURE; EDUCATION

Period of Significance: 1930-1971

Significant Dates: 1930, 1935, 1939, 1955

Significant Person: n/a

Cultural Affiliation: n/a

Architect/Builder: Giesecke & Harris, Architects; Hedrick & Lindsey, Architects; Albert A. Reber

Narrative Statement of Significance (continuation sheets 13 through 28)

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography (see continuation sheet 29 through 33)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested. Part 1 approved on (date)
previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X

State historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission, Austin)
Other state agency

Federal agency

Local government (Wharton County Historical Commission)

University

Other -- Specify Repository: Austin History Center (Austin, Texas)

Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): n/a
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property: 4.4766 acres
Coordinates

Latitude/Longitude Coordinates

Datum if other than WGS84: n/a
1. Latitude: 29.312649° Longitude: -96.091761°

Verbal Boundary Description: The property is bound by Abell Street, Center Street, Alabama Street, and
Speed Street, with arecorded legald e s cr i pt IROST 3 BLOCKQLOT ODD. $ee map on Page 36.

Boundary Justification: Nomination includes all property historically associated with the building.

11. Form Prepared By

Nametftitle: Patricia M. Blair, Chair WCHC, Delaney Harris-Finch, and David Bucek, FAIA
Organization: Wharton County Historical Commission

Street & number: 1406 Kelving Way

City or Town: Wharton State: Texas Zip Code: 77488

Email: blairpatm@gmail.com

Telephone: 979-532-8023

Date: 07/30/2021

Additional Documentation

Maps (continuation sheet MAP 34 through MAP 36)
Figures (continuation sheets FIG 37 through FIG 57)
Photographs (continuation sheet PHOTO 58 through PHOTO 71)

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including time for reviewing

instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC
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Photographs

Stephen F. Austin Elementary School, Wharton, Wharton County, Texas
Photographed by Sharon Jaspdune 12, 2020

Photol
West (front) elevationsouth side

Photo2
West (front) elevation

Photo3
West elevation, front entrance detail

Photo4
West elevation, front entrance detail, south side

Photo5
West elevation, front entrance detail, south side

Photo6
West and south elevations

Photo7
Southelevation of 1990s south building; SFA original building in background (left)

Photo
South elevation of 1990s south building; SFA original building in background (left)

Photo9
South and east elevations of 1990s south building

Photo10
East and north eVations 0f1990s building at south courtyard

Photol1l
South and east elevations of SFA original south wing at south courtyard

Photol12
East and north elevation of SFA original south wing at south courtyard

Photol3
North and east elevations, SlBAginal building at south courtyard

Photol14
East and south elevations of 1955 restroom addition at south courtyard
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Photol5
South elevation central wing and 1955 cafeteria addition at south courtyard

Photol6
South and east elevations, 13%8eteria addition

Photol7
East elevation of 1955 cafeteria addition

Photol18
East elevation of storage sheds and service area at far east side of property

Photol19
East elevation of 1990s south building and SFA original building south wing

Photo20
East elevation of SFA original building north wing and 1990s north building

Photo21
North, east and south elevations of SFA original building at north courtyard

Photo22:
East and north elevation of SFA original building north wing

Photo23:
South elevation of 1990s north building

Photo24:
North elevation of 1990s north building

Photo25:
North and west elevations of 1990s north building and SFA original building (right)

Photo26:
North and west elevation of SFA original building nostimg

Photo27:
West elevation of SFA original building at north end
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Photograph Log Diagram
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Description

Stephen F. Austilementary is a Modernistic Colonial Revival style, Depression Era school featuring the symmetry of
both Classical and Colonial stylegth an expression of monumentalityith a period of significance of 193[B71. The

formal primary entrance features emtablature with a broken scrollgiment that reflects Colonial Revival. The flanking
entrance windows are set within vertical recessed panels, similar to many of the New Deal era Public Works
Administration (PWA) and Works Project Administration (WPA) déone buildings, which also employ classical

balance and symmetrical forms sheatheshiooth flat surfaces, sometimes associated with Stripped Classitism.

school wadargely constructed in three major phases in 12985 and 1938tilizing federal funds for publibuilding

projects under the New De&onstructiorof the originall9304-room ward schodbegan just as the 1929 Stock Market
Crash occurredtilizing salvaged brick from the former 1899 Wharton Pubiibd®| to save moneyThe 1935 addition
represents the majority of the school construction and was designed by Giesecke & Aamrig u st  Wat ki ns
and Bertram Giesecka)f Austin, TexasThe 1935 additioestablished the current Modernistic Colonial Ralstyle,

by incorporating the sloped rogfmassingand window fenestratiopatterrs of the1930stucco ward schoahto an

overall composition utilizingpoth traditional and modern dgsielementsMatching thel935 designsubsequent

additions were added in 1939, designeddiedrick & Lindsky, (Wyatt C. Hedrick and Claude H. Lindsley) with local
Wharton architect Albert A. RebeFhe 1939 additions were funded as part of the second round of PWA matching grants.

Also known as Abell $eet School and Minnie May Hopper Elementang durrent facility isapproximatéy 20,000
squarefed (including the enclosed corridor spaesd 1955earadditions) Located on a portion of the former McWillie
Plantation Tract,hte schools centered on a 4.48cre, doublélock property nestled in a residential neighborhood and
across from the Warton CemeteryThe singlestorybuildinghasané E 6 inzludingnorth and south courtyards. The
main buil ding i ncl @& dfiees, 14uciagsrooms, pogdndgirldrastradmsnan auslimorium with

stage, and a cafeteria/multipurpose room. Two additional sitgig, single classrooiwidth buildings were constructed
onsite in the 1990s. Although altered over timnleangedo the school hae been additive, not reductvo the original
design with the majorityof the alterationsccuring within the period of significancéo furtherthe original intended
educatioml use The school served as a public elementary school through 2009; subsequently, space was used by the
Whartonl ndependent School Districtds alternat ithedpbenghool
Head Start Preschool progr&9102021

Site

The Stephen F. Austin Elementary School buildéigcated 84500 Abell Street in Wharton, Texasithin the William
Kincheloe League, Abstract No. 3st of the Colorado Rivand being a portion of the former McWillie Plantation
Tract The4.48acre propertys the sizeof two of the adjacentegular neighborhood blockaith north and south

property lines of approximately08 feet and east and west property lines of approxima&€lyfegt. The property is

bound by Abell Street to the we&lenter Street to theorth, Speed Street to the east, and Alabama Street to the south.
The original Stephen F. Austin Schdmlilding, constructed in phases between 193BR9, #s at the center of the
property, with the main entrance facing Abell 8trAdccording to an early Wharton map, the McWillie Place was located
adjacento thecurrentschool propertypposite the maiachoolentranceDirectly to the south of the sobl property is

the WhartorCemeterywhich began as a graveyard for early settlers prior tordaion of Wharton County and the
selection of theownsite of Wharton To the west, northand east are residential neighborhood blocks.

The1930sera originals ¢ h o o | p |l an hith sorthaand sGuth @oursyértiepnd on thnee sides by the building,
andopen to the eagtear) side facing Speed Strebivo small additions wereonstructeatthe central innecorners of

the building to expand the restroorrsthe 1990s two additiohfreestanding rectangular classroom buildings
(noncontributing) were added, one adjacent to the north wing and one adjacent to the soutBinda@010, the
freestanding additions have been utilized bylpbring Head Start Preschool prograrwo fenced play yards take up
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the remaining north and south sides of the propéitilized for public accommodation for over 90 yealh® play yards
were fenced when the freestanding addiiaere constructed in the 199@irectly northwest of th@orthplay yard is
therelic waterway of Caney Cregknown by early settlers as Canake Creek,which was formerly thenain channel of
the Colorado RiverTheschoolpropertyalsocontains several mature treg@svo redbud treewereplanted at the front of
the building inmemoryof Jennifer Leigh Speidel (197¥981); a dedication plaque for the trees hangs near the front
entrancgone tree remains north of entriemnants of a memorial garden exist in the northamantyard for John Earl
Cochran, 11 (1988004).The original flagpole circa 1939 remains at the front of the property, to the south of the main
entranceThere is a small round sandbox with play equipment at the south play yard.

Along Abell Street, a large portion of the property has a single rgergendicular heath parking spaces. At the center
is a walkway leading to the front entry of the building; the walkway ¢@easisting of metal pipe columns clad in brick
and metal flat rodhg, wasadded in the late 19904t the back of the propertadjacent to Speed Strettereis a curved
drive with a covered drepff area in front of the entrances to @55 cafeteria/multipurpose room additi®milar to

the front walkway, metal pipe and roof coverings were added to connect the freestanifire;d south classroom
buildings to the main school buildinggditional covered walkways were added at the south couryatige island of
yard between the curved driveway and Speed Street amotwiuistoricmetal shed (not counted on inventorgnd a
walled-off, open service area.

Exterior

Stephen F. Austin Elementary is a Modernistic Colonial Revival style Deprdssiathoaol partially fundedwith a

matching grant from the Federal Emergency Administration ofiéWorks, later known as the Public Works
Administration (PWA), Project No. 5143tylistically, the building is not highly decorateshd haghe symmetry of both
Classical and Colonial stylesut theformal primary entrance features an entablature with a broken scroll pediment that
places the building firmly in th€olonial Revivalcategory Conversely, a with manyof the schoolaind public buildings
designed byGiesecke & Heis in the 1930s, theverall massing, simplified decoratiand expression oferticalty at the
entranceof Stephen F. Austin Elementagonveyed by théanking entrance windows set within vertical recessed panels,
is alsosimilar to many of the New Deata Public Works AdministrationRWA) and Works Project Administration

(WPA) Moderne buildings, which also employ classical balance and symmetrical forms sheathedtim flat surfaces,
sometimes associated with Strippddssicism.

The 1935 addition t&tephen F. Austin Elementaajsoincorporatedhe sloped roofsoverall massingnd window
fenestration patterrestablished in the designtbie originall930stucco ward schopin combination wittthe described
traditional and modern design elemetaigreatea new overalModernistic Colonial Revivatomposition.The traditional
elements of the 193Giesecke & Harrigddition while simplified,appear influenced by thesarlier work in South
Texassuch as theiprototype design for a-@om rural schol for Edinburg, Texashatwaslikely influenced bythe
regional design studigdVatto Harrisexperienceearly in his careewhile working inTampico, Mexicowith his fellow
University of Texas classmat@avid R. Williams.Influences for he 1935 addition to Stephen F. Austin Elementary
reflectingmany of the New DearabuildingsGiesecke & Heis designedin compositionoverall massingjse of
verticality andexpression of monumentalibave parallels with the firms designs f&vasota High School (1930) and
the Austin State Hospital, Ward Building #522 (1934)

The front fagade of th8tephen F. Austin Elementagypresses a staunch symmetry, with five bays. The two end bays
and central bay slightly protde from the elevation facegpresentingnasesthat extendehind The building floor level

is elevated approximateBr4-feet above ground, and a set of stiiesssame width as the entry leads to the inset entrance.
The floor level sets a belt course that continues around the entire building. Historically, the stucco wall below the belt
coursewaspainted the same tone as the upper stucco;walgever it hasbeen painted a darker tone over the past
several decades.
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The centr al bayds domi nadlat mef, extending above thesldvippads aofeot the eedt ofthb r o
building. The symmetricafront central bayfeatuesa recessedntry andwo windowsto each sideRectangular panel

relief details are above and below each of the central bay windbmsecessed entry face features solid pedestals that
extend out to flank the stairs, pilasters with elongjatzoll capitalsan entablature with dental frieze, and a broken
pediment. Theolid wood front doubl@ntry doors have lower panels, with uppen2r2 divided glass lites; above is a

6-lite transom. The original entry exterior light fixture remains.

The school building exterior retains a high degree of original fabric and detailing, with the exception of the replacement
the wood windows with aluminum frame window#e original wood windows had adver-6 lite configurationtwo

smaller original whdows remain at the bayand girl®restroomsEach exterior windowas a simple inset stucco frame
detail. The largsteelarched windows at the north and south side of the auditorium Gradex-5 lite configuration, with

two operable 8 lite panelthe upper arch had 10 fanning lites.€6k window frames remain, exposed on the interior and
infilled at the exterior.

As mentioned in the previous section, coverings ovenihi@ entrancevalkways were added in the late 1990s,
consisting of metal pipeolumns(clad in brick at the front entry), and corrugated metal radfhough obstructive of the
original front entry detailing, the walkway cover construct®itgestanding from the baiing, with the metal roof
slightly slipping under the ceiling of the inset entry opengptherphysical change to the buildingdsresult of the
placement and shape of tlvéo addedfree-standing 1990s buildings to the north and south obtlggnal hoolbuilding.
These building®bstructthe ability toexperiene the monumentalitand massing in fulbf the original Stephen F. Austin
ElementarySchool building.

Floor Plan & Interiors

Thecompletedl 9 30s er a s @lhshape, chnaistingafmadniirkstrativeand classroorspine;anorth
classroom wing, aouth classroom wing, and a central mass egthmunal space®penair covered walkways
originally connected thelassooms, spanninghe inner north, east, and southddes with arched openisfacing the
courtyardsOf the vast number of schools designed by Giesecke & Harris, Stephen F. Austin Elementary is a rare
example of a singoaded corridor configuration.

The school wakargely constructed in three major phases in 1930, 1935 andutfizéhg federal funds for public

building projects under the New Deah 193Q the school consisted of 4 roomegated at the southwest corner of the

building (classrooms 7, 9, 11 and 13xcording to a former student who attended the school in the early 1930s, there wa:
a temporary wooden addition on the nor tlobated@odsfructiwrh er e t
began on the-doom ward school just as the 1929 Stock Market Crash occMH&D school board minutes indicate the
stucco masonry structure was to be constructed utilizing salvaged brick from the 1899 Wharton Public School, designe
by Eugene T. Heiner, to save mon€pnstruction methodscludedinstalling stucco over thin welded wire fabric
reinforcingwherefuture additions were anticipatedtill visible in the attic and crawlspace.

The central mass, including the fraritry, administratie rooms restrooms, and auditorium with stagesre added in

1935 along with 6 additional classrooms (classrooms 6, 8, 10, 12 14 afidhda 6935 additiondesigned by Giesecke &
Harris, established the overall desidimection forthe majority of the school constructiandtheinterior detailingis
consistent with the fin@s interiors for school desigithe 1935work was completed with a matching grant from the
Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works, l&teswn as the Public Works Administration (PWA), Project No.
5142.

The symmetrical OE®6 shape plan was completed in 1939
the south wing andpace for a cafeteria (naslassroom 1Bat the enaf the north wingThe 1939 additions were
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designed by Hedrick & Lindsley (Wyatt C. Hedrick and Claude H. Lleyjsn association with local Wharton architect
Albert A. Reber. The 1939 additions were funded as part of the second round of PWA matgtigg gra

Theschoobs 14 classroom@ncluding the original northeastern cafeteagg allof similar size approximately 20 by 30

feet. Each classroom was equipped with a wall of storage closets with solid wood doors with lower panel louvers and
unique piwting hardware that is seen in several Giesecke & Harris school préjestsof the closets and closet doors
remain; the pivot hardware has been remobed placement is evident through ghosting at the hardwood .flDloes

original solidwood6-panel classroom doors, jambs, ball finial hingeertise door locksand transom windows witB
divided wireglass lights remain intact.

At the centralarea of the building, the doors at the front administrative rooms are similar to the/sotidpaneéd
classroom doors. The nursebdés door matches the cl assr
Giesecke & Harris schodlesigndetail to promote cross ventilation The principal 6s of fice
panel configuration athe others but with glass lites in the upper 2 panels. Thewobd auditorium doorand front

entry doorsmatch the other doors at the lower panels but bpper 2over2 dividedglass lites These doorétransoms
matchthoseof the classroomwith 3 dvided lites over the single doors and 6 divided lites over the double. ddwse

doors & remain intact.

Student restrooms flank each side of the auditorium entry, girls to the north and boys to th&t sbetbriginal, 1935

section of each restraothe original toilets, sinks, metatall partitions (girléroom), plaster wallsandtile base remain

intact. The original tile floors also remain intact with the exception of a portion of the floor in thadstysom where
plumbing fixturesvereremovedandnewu r i nal s i nstalled. There are privat
nur s e dwhichralsoaretain original plumbing fixtures.

The flooring throughout is currently covered with carpéte originaledgegrain pine woodloors are known to be intact

and in good condition under the carpet in the auditorium. Sections offleodidg have been seen in the classrooms

under pulleeup areas of carpet; it is assumed the origv@dd floors remainthroughout;condition unknownLimited
investigation above the dropped ceiling in the classroom and corridor areas revealed original extant wood cornice trim,
light fixtures, andmetal vents.

In 1945 the operair covered walkways were enclos#te archesnfilled with walls withwood doublehung windows
with 6-over-6 divided lites, matching the existing buildimgndows The shape oach arclis still apparenfrom both the
interior and exterioas the infill isinset It appears that thevb sets of orithal doors(matching the auditorium doors)
from themain central entry hall to the covered of@nclassroom corridors were removed and installed in the arched
openings at the east end of both the north and south wings. New doors with-oppeB 8livided lites were
subsequentlinstalled at the main central entry hall; the original transoms remain in place.

Sometime betweethe late 1960andearly 1970s, the original doubleing wood windows with-ever-6 divided lites
were removegwith the exceptio of two windows, one at each of the original student restroadlasinum frame
windows with6 horizontal glass panels were installed to fit the exisipgningsDuring this period the arched windows
at the auditorium were encapsulatdte exteriors filshed in stucco with the sills and outline of the arched opesiiigs
visible.

The auditorium was renovated in 1989 in effort to update the space for extended community and public use. Needed
repair work included fixing crumbling plaster walls aadbressing interior damage due to roof leaRsiring this

renovation, University of Houston architecture student and Wharton m2diid Bucek initiated a mural project at the
north and south sides of the auditoriuburing the process the original window frames were found within the walls that
had been covered in the 1970s. A decision was made to leave thartaticlay tilewalls exposed, andlot to replaster the
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auditorium side walls. Bucek completed the design and painting of 10 murals depicting nursery rhyme stories at the
arched 1€foot tall semiexposed window openings. Frames from the original windows were incorporated into the design.
The murals remain intact.

The cafeteria/multipurpose room was added to the back (east) side of the auditdfibf along withtwo small
additions to expand the restrogralt with flat roofs. The roof of the cafeteria/multipurpose room extends taderav
covered dropoff area served by the school access driveway off Speed Street.

Development& Alteration Timeline

1930 Four classrooms, room numbers 7, 9, 11, 13, constructed

1935 Main entry, six additionalclassroomg6, 8, 10, 12, 14, and ) &ffice, auditorium, teacher (Nurse)
Room andrestrooms constructed under Federal Emergency Administration of Public Works, |
known as the Public Works Administration (PWA), Grant Project No. 5142

1936 New school named Stephen F. Austin Elementary

1939 Three Classrooms (rooms 15, 17 and 19),easd wingCafeteria (currently Classroom 18)
constructed under Public Works Administration (PWA) Grant Project No. 2637

1945 Renovation work including enclosure of covered walkwayshedacing the inner courtyards and
east endnfilled with walls, windows ad double doorsThe Wharton Spectatoeportedon August
10, 1945hatt he Aundergoing repairs and additior
comfortable for the students duringthe r t hcomi ng winter term. o

1955 Existing eastern CafeterMultipurposeRoom addition constructed
1969 Renamed Abell Street School

€.1970 Auditorium arched windows infilled/encapsulated, wood dotnoleg windows removed and
replaced witraluminum frame windows

1994 Northern freestanding structure constructed adjacent to original north wing of, sbdsighed by
Coltzer / Hamilton Architects

1996 Renamed Minnie MaHopper Elementary

1999 Southern freestanding structuwrenstructed adjacent to original north wing of schdekigned by
Blair Hamilton, AIA with Bay Architects
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Statement of Significance

Stephen F. Austin Elementary in Wharton, Wharton Courgyas, is a Modernistic Colonial Revival stglghool

featuring the symmetry of both Classical and Colonial stifles.school was largely constructed in three major phases
(1930, 1935 and 1939), utilizing federal funds for public building projects undédéw Deal. Construction of the

original 1930 4room ward school utilized salvaged brick from the former 1899 Wharton Public School. The 1935
addition, representing the majority of the school construction, established the current Modernistic Coloraak&ésyi
incorporating the sloped roofs, massing, and window fenestration patterns of the existing ward school into a compositic
utilizing traditional and modern design elemeMsatching the 1935 designuissequent additions were added in 1939,
fundedas part of the second round of PWA matching grdrits.period of significance is 193®71, marking the first

year of construction through the currentyp@ ar poi nt, in recognition of the b
campus until 2009.

Stephen F. Austin Elementaiy significant under Criterion A in the area of Education at the local lasel,property that
represents local changes in race and ethnic relations through the prism of education affdrsty promote

integration of Hispanic students in Texas. The school was utilized strategically by local M&xieaican community

leaders who were wetlomected with MexicarAmerican activist leaders in Texas to promote early statewide school
integration efforts. These effontsceived national attention in 1952 ilsaturday Evening Posgtr t i cl e ti tl ed
Tackles the Race Problem.: The schsdallsosignificantunder Criterion A in the area of Education in Wharton at the
state | evel as one of the nine original sites for t he
program was developed to teach four hundred basic Englistsm@Spanisidominant children in order to help them
effectively succeed i n tlhiet tplueb |39 cch oeodlu coaft itohnea | 4 OsOy,sot ewrh.
implemented by Mexican Americans, represents the first successful educationahprgdox norEnglish speaking

Latin American students in Texalhe program was so successful it was incorporated by the State of Texas in the draftin

and passage of Texas House Bil/l 51 c r-EnglishiSpegkig Ehildrem inP r e ¢
T e x avlmnyadbservergitet he AL i t tad amodd of the federal blead Start progré&tephen F. Austin
Elementary s one of the two | ast remaining schools of the

physicalintegrity.

Stephen F. Austin Elementaig/alsosignificant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture at the local level. The
Depression Era school is a good example of Modernistic Colonial Revival style, and a fine example of the numerous
SouthTexa public schools designed by AdegeokeTthe sthadl fkatures i Wa't
symmetry of both Classical and Colonial styles with an expression of monumeiitaditiPublic Works Admninistration
(PWA) building program financially suppted the completion of the school in phases during the 198t began as a
four-room ward school, constructed in 1930 with salvaged materials was later expanded MatéBig the established
design intent, whsequent additions were added in 1983jghed byHedrick & Lindsey (Wyatt C. Hedrick and Claude H.
Lindsey) with local Wharton architect Albert A. Reber.

Wharton, Wharton County, Texas

iThe town of Wharton was founded as the seat of W
named Monterey Square, was given from the land grant of William Kincheloe, one of Stephen F. Austin's

@ld Three Hundredcolonists who settled in this @@ 1822. Theownsitewas surveyed by Viid

Stewart and William J. E. Heard, and the rich farmland attracted many settlers. The advent of railroads

and irrigation brought increased settlement to the town, which remains a center of agricultural,

educatmal , i ndustrial, and n{€itg of Wihatton Blistaricali Markes, 1RO r a | a
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Prior tothepermanent settlement loplonists fromSt ep hen ROl Au g tir @ stfehilenvalleyofdhe

lower Colorado River waisitially inhabitedduring thePalealndian period with occupation continuing through the Late
Prehistoric period\ative Americarpeople of the Coco band ofakankawabccupied the areand theMayeyesand
Tonkawaresided just nortthe areathrough the earlit800s Understanding of these early occupants has been facilitated
through archeological excavation proglsy the Houston Archeological Society 1981, the Crestmont archeological

site (41WH39), was discovered on a relic waterab@€aney Creek, downstam from theStephen F. Austiachool site

after a number of new homes had been constructed along Crestmont Street. The site is significant for the sustained
occupation that was documented, revealing successivatiai of huntegatherersArtifacts and skeletatemains

found ranged from roughly 800 B.C. to as late as 1500 8kiletal emains were also discovered beneath one of the
newly constructed homem Crestmontvhere the remainare still locatedNative American sites in Wharton and
WhartonCountyhave been found along areas of high ground adjacent to rivers and creeks, including relic waterways
whose physical location is not always identified on predagtmapsThese excavations indicdtiative Americanghose

to live on higher ground primate to water and associated resourBesials found suggest Native American were buried
where they diedyith burials primarily found within the campsites of their riverine habitation.

The north playground of thetephen F. Austichoolis an area of high grouratljacento the bank of the former Caney
Creek, indicating probability that Native American habitation and/or burials may have occurred at the sci@aieyjte.
Creek was channelized within the town of Wharton in the early@@itury, but during times of flooding the creek
reemerges and can be seen in aerial imagery.

Karankawa Kadla

The Native Americans who historically lived alongri@y Creekvhere the school site is locatede the Coco

KarankawaJust as there were originally five bands of Karankawa, the descendants of the Coco Karankawa are today ¢
of five bands currently organized as Karankawa Kadl a,
cultural group comprised of several darwhose coastal habitation extended from West Galveston Island down to Corpus
Christi Bay.Their inland riverine territories extended north of the coast, with each band separated by majdihevers.
northeastern band of the Karankawa, the Coco, livesldagt the Colorado and Brazos Rivers, along the coastal deltas of
the rivers as well as the small Bernard River up to predant10. Their territory included what is currently Wharton
County.The interior riverine territories of the Coco Karankawa in YiiraCounty include habitation and burials between
the Colorado River and the San Bernard River, including Caney and Peach Knes¥n archeological sites in present

day Wharton, Texas, include numerous recorded and unrecorded sites along the high®an&g Creek and relic
waterways othe Caneyoriginally Canebrake Creek) which was the main channel of the Colorado River approximately
1,000 years agd.he creek was named for the bamboo cane (Arundinaragh grew as high as thrirtfive feet, though
whichthe Caneylowed, makingthe soil fertile by itsearly decaying and renewing.

Early Explores

The firstEuropearexplorerin the region, René Robert CaveliSieur de La Salle navigated the area in 1687 after

missing the Mississippi andistakenly landing at Matagorda Bayo years earlier. Spanish explorer Alonso De Leon
traversed the area in the late 1680s, followed by further Spanish exploration irytli&Z@8s by Martin de Alarcon,

Pedro de Rivera y Villalon and Prudencio Orobie y Basterra. The territory was controlled by Spain through 1821 when
Mexico obtained independence from Spain.

Old Three Hundred

Anglo-American colonization of the Wharton Cdymarea was secured as part of the land grants obtained by Stephen F.
Austin to settle 300 familiesin Texaehe | and grant, initially negotiated
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Spanish government, was ultimately fulfilled by Stephen F. Austiritreni¥lexican government. Starting in 1823, land

titles were granted in current day Wharton Countytotlirtye of St ephen F. AWEarly nds i
Wharton area settlers came from Alabama, Kentucky, Virginia, Georgia and Missihipgisettlers chose for their

homes the alluvial land adjacent to Caney Creek and the Colorado River, which afforded access to fresh water, just as
Coco band of the Karankawa who occupied the lainein the settlers arrived.

In 1824 William Kincheloe receed a land grant of two leagues (8856.8 acres), one on the east bank of the Colorado
River and one on the wedto get a clear title he had to prove he lived on the land, had cleared a portion to plant crops
(league #1), had built a sawmill (league #2)] arduced 20 or more families to come live within these leagues. Kincheloe
arrived via the Colorado River but wisely chose the west bank of Peach Creek to build hislbalieel. in 1835, at age

56, and is buried in an unmarked grave near his home on Beask

When the Republic of Texas was formed in 1836, new seats of governmemsstednieishednd more families brought in

to settle communitieS.his included William Harris Wharton of Virginia, followed by his brother John Austin Wharton of
Tennesseedearly settlers established the Wharton family name for the county and town in memorynehtiveo were
considered heroes of the Texas Revolutinri845 parts of Colorado, Matagorda, and Jackson Counties were-catved

to create Wharton County andaslish a county seat in the new town of Whartori846, the townsite for Wharton was
selectedbn Wi | | i a measlicague #1861 ne b el oeds sons began selling ac

Abram A. and Jane S. McWillidantation

Stephen F. Austin Elementary is located within the Kincheloe Ledteast of the Colorado Riveon a portion of the
formerAbram A. and Jane S. McWilliglantation Born in South Carolina in 1811, Abratn McWillie T a Scot- was

actually named McDondlbuttheirfamily 6nsa me was c hanged dparécipdtian intaregolt agairestn d f e
the English throne in 1743is grandfather avoided executiby changing their namand promising to leave Scotland.
Abrambés br ot her \Aebrd goxemorwfavississipie(18450), avimete YAbram and Jane lived prior to
moving to TexasAbram was weleducated, having graduated from South Carolina College (now University of South
Carolina) in 1833.

AbramA. Mc Wi | | i-aeré glantatibritaterdividedas 212 and 300acre parcelswasthe smallest plantation the
area, stretching from the river along the east towmisnd:
platted5-acre los. His deed stated that the tracihtained a fiveacre graveyard the Kincheloe family had set aside earlier
for local burials.The tract included land east of the current East Avenue to Alabama Road and land north of the current
Alabama Street.

When the Civil War erupted in 1861, AbradmMcWillie becameCaptainot he Whart on Rangers,
of militia of about 60 men, including Charles S. Betts, William J. Phillpskson Rusgnd Daniel Kincheloe (oldest

child of William Kincheloe), all local namebicWillie later joinedthe Twenty-Second Brigade Texas Militia, was

promoted tanajor and sent to New Orleans; he died outside of Texas in 1862.

Abr am Mc Wi lated 186RIeft his property (mihus the graveyard) to his wifane S(Andrewg McWillie, but
records show he had been unable to make payments on the property due toteWilde had agreed to pay Daniel
Kincheloe $20 per acre for the 512 acres (minusdi#e graveyard); since Jane was unable to pay, the property was
foreclosed and sold Daniel Kincheloe at $10 an acre, which satisfied the terms of the judgment againthdane.
McWillies only owned their cotton plantation for a short time, but the 1902 City of Wharton map refers to the property
thewest side of the Spien F. Austn Elementary aMcWillie place.
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In 1850 Wharton County had a population of 1,#F2yhich 71 percent werenslaved black people. Eight years later the
population count was 2,861 of whi@b percentvere enslaved people. The production of the local plantations elevated
Wharton County land valuessthe highest oéll Texas counésin 1859.The conclusion of the Civil Wan 1865ended
Whart on Co u n-bagedl econprhyss mang plantations were converted into cattle rangesegperiod of
commercial and agricultural depression followkdightened by a national depression in 1873.

Reconstruction

For four decades post emancipation, the black populatig¢harton Countfar outnumbered the white populatjdhe
highest ratiatfive to one in 1890The black community in Wharton experienced a prolific, yet brief, gain in political
powerin the 1870s througtihe 1880s With more voting black citizens than white, several black officisse elected
includingHenry Phelps, State Representative (1878l Freeman, State Representative (18R, Tisdale, County
Commissioner (188, three norconsecutive termsA.H. Speaker, County Commissioner (1886, two terms); E. P. Young,
County and District Clerk (1888Mingo Hodges, Wharton School Board (c.18#5)d Bird B. Davis who represented
Wharton County at the Constitutional Convention of 1875, where he was one of four black delégafiest

Reconstruction school for Blacks later became the Wharton Training School in Wharton.

These political gainsreledabruptly on November 25, 188@&henagroup ofmen met at the newly constructed Wharton
County Courthousto forma p ol i t i cal associ at i dorprotecawhite intdrests and to Mittiti t e
black political participationn Wharton ancheighboring countieS he actiorresulted in a statewidaitiative to
disenfranchise Black and Hispanic votéds. persorin Wharton Countyould file for office without approval by the
associationlt was statedn thea s s o0 ¢ i enstitutiom tbas anycwho opposed the candidates of the Union were to be
considered political outcas®8onflict between this organization and the independent political ticket resulted in the
politically-motivated murder ofiope A. Adams, in 189& candid#e for sheriff. The White Man's Union continued to
function up until the 1950s and was known for a time as the Wharton County Parku Khex Klan was evident in the
county and had 500 members at one time.

White Mandés Uni on

fiThe White Man's Union Asgiations, or White Men's Primary Associations, were political organizations formed in
the wake oReconstructiorio maintain White control in county elections in areas that had large Black or Hispanic
populations. Sporadic efforts to limit Black sufframscurred during the 1870s and 1880s, as Whites intimidated
Black voters and candidates and rigged elections. In several counties, including Grimes and Fort Bend, Whites
formed political parties to defeat Black candidates. Other counties followed theiplexamd formed scalled

White Men's Union or Primary Associations. Among the earliest of these groups was the one in Wharton County,
which was formed on November 25, 1889. While the initial group in Wharton was small, the membership gradually
increased, rad after a few years all qualified White voters automatically became members of thétunion.

As the county transitioned from plantations to farming and industrial producBasiss, German, Mexican, Czeahd
Jewishimmigrantssettled in the county=armproductionyielded sugar cane, potatoes, cotton, rice, corrhapdCattle
raising primarilyreplaced the plantation system and brought many Mexican immigrants to the asitgsmen.
Industrial output includedotton gins an@ cotton oil mill, dairy processing plantnolasses and sugar cane factordes
an ice plant. Railways establisheslemarly as 1881 including the New York, TerasiMexican,and theGulf, Colorado
and Santa Fe Railwagsntributedto the population increasdestablishment of the farming econor®yeady

lLong, Christopher. i Wh i Haedbadlaoh Texsas Qhinéexas Stétes Histogassactation Julg 24062021,
https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/entries/whitansunion-associations.
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population growth spurréd/hartod s d e v e | o p nl@89< and early 1960s estalalishiag civic institutions such as
an opera house, library, public pagls well as buildings and infrastructure for new private merchants and professional
services.

Wharton was incorporated as a city in 1908e first countycourthouse was built in 1848, replaced in 1852, rapthced

again in 188 by the extant Wharton County Courthouse designed by Architect Eugene T. Hiimer. also designed

the 1888 W.JCroom residence, and thedBWharton Public School.oday, the Warton County Courthouse is the

central anchor of the Wharton County Courthouse Historic Commercial District listed on the National Register of Histor
Places in 1991The Wharton Chamber of Commerce was established in T@&9Congregation Shearith Istdbecame
established in the area in the late 1890s, constructing the first and only synagogue ie@uthtsearea in 1921

CurrentlyWharton Countyencompasses 1,086 square miles of land withpaulationof approximately 41,558Vharton
County includes the cities of East Bernard, EI Carapd, Wharton; andeveral smallowns and unincorporated
communitiesAccording to 2019 US Census datVharton County is3 percenwhite, 43 percentispanic,and14
percentlack or African Anerican.The City ofWharton encompasses 7.5 square miles of land area with a population of
approximately 8,64@nd is 33 percent white, 37 percent Hispanic, and 30 percent black or African American.

Wharton Independent School District

Presently, Wharto@ounty has five Independent School Districts; all established by the early 1900s: Wharton ISD (1896
Louise ISD (1903), East Bernard ISD (1916), El Campo ISD (1918), and Boling ISD (1928). At one point in the early
20th century the county had 56 schoistricts, which over time were consolidated and annexed into the five listed ISDs.
As the Wharton County school system organized in the early 1900s, segregated schools were established for white, bl
and Hispanic children. The first Wharton County schmmard was elected in 1911.

By 1930 the following Wharton ISD schools were operating: Ward School for Hispanic students; Dunbar School/Whart
Negro Training School, Alta Vista School, Dave Woods School, Jake Ford School, and Mackey Negro Schokl for blac
students; and Wharton Primary School, Wharton Upper Grade (Intermediate) School and Wharton High School for whi
students. In 1930, the Wharton ISD board student census reported 841 Mexican students, 521 Negro students and 57(
White Students, for a tdtaf 1,932 students.

The Wharton ISD scholastic census reports recorded in the school board minutes provided separate student counts fot
AWhite, Mexican and Negrodo students through 1studebts. Af t
The change in record keeping indicates the | SD6s doc
students as white per the fAseparate but equal 0 cl aus:e
| S D dm thd county: Sorrell (1951), Pierce (1953), Mackay Land portion of Crescent ISD (1953), Lane City (1957),
and Magnet (1957). The chart below is a sample of the Wharton ISD scholastic census reports.

1930 | 1938 | 1940 | 1942 | 1948 | 1950 | 1958 | 1960
White Students 570 712 767| 1,117| 1,027| 1,218| 1,853| 2,120
Mexican 841 329 416 - - - - -
Students
Negro Students 521 607 640 547 575 589 780 830
Total | 1,932| 1,648 1,823| 1,664 1,602| 1,807| 2,633| 2,950

In 1948 the Wharton ISD LatiAmerican school (formerly known as the Mexican School) was renamed R.H.D. Sorrel
Elementary School by the school board. In 1949 Sorrel Elementary School was closed and the building relocated to the

SECTION 8 - PAGE 17



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Stephen F. Austin Elementary School, Wharton, Wharton County, Texas

high school for use by thehd. After 1949, there is no record of a separate school forAatarican students in
Wharton, indicating Mexican students were placed int

While efforts to integrate MexicaAmerican students iWharton ISD schools began in the late 1940s, the segregation of
African-American students remained intact through 1965 when the School Board adopted a compliance plan with the
Civil Rights Act of 1964. Over the next three years Wharton ISD schools bdualiyniategrated.

Stephen F. Austin Elementary School Building

On July 12, 1929, the WISD Board voted to purchase 4.48 acres from the RustoEatatbon Alabama Street at Abell
Street After B. D. King surveyed the tract, a sale price of $2,800 \gesea upon ($800 cash in hand, plus $500 per year
for four years). The 1929 deed and survey for Stephen F. Austin Elementary School identify the land for the school as
located on the former McWillie Plantation. The McWillie farm also surrounded the Whaetmetery to the north, east

and south historicaccounts indicate the Kincheloes gave 5 acres for a graveyard that was excluded from the McWillie
Plantation.

At the end of August 1929, WISD secured a contract with H. E. Sutton of EI Campo to cahstsattiool, with work to

begin in midSeptember 1929.0 alleviate school overcrowding, a new fgaom brick and stucco primary school was to

be constructed. Bricks from the Eugene T. Heiner designed 1889 Wharton Public School torn down in 1928 were used
the new structure in order to save morteyrprisingly, work did proceed despite the Stock Market Crash of 1929 which
began in September, hitting an-tithe low on October 29, 1929.

Based on site analysis and interviews, it is understood that fasratens with masonry construction and a connected
temporary wood frame restroom facility structure were built in 1930 on the acquired property. Marvin E Defee, architect
is mentioned in the Wharton Independent School District (WISD) Board of Trustegsgmaitutes on January 6, 1929,

in association with a new ward school with four classrooms and two toilets at the cost of $17,000.

In September 1934, the WISD moved forward to expand theréaun school utilizing a matching grant from the Federal
Emergecy Administration of Public Works, later known as the Public Works Administration (PWA), Project No. 5142.
A bond election passed approving $36,000 to build a school structure worth $47,000. The school district entered into a
contract with architects Giesc k e & Harri s (Bertram Giesecke and Augus
Harris designed a major addition, including a main entrance, six classrooms, an office, auditorium, restrooms, and a
teachers/nurses room. Contractor A. N. Evans ofifie@gceived the construction contract to build the addition;
construction began in January 1935. On December 2, 1936, the School Board approved the name of Stephen F. Austil
the new elementary school name as recommended by the Daughters of the ARevi@ation, the United Daughters of

the Confederacy, and the Par@iacher Association.

In 1939, three additional classrooms and a cafeteria were added to the school designed by Hedrick & Lindsey (Wyatt C
Hedrick and Claude H. Lindsey) in asso@atwith local Wharton architect Albert A. Reber (190884). Knutson
Construction Company was awarded the addition construction contract. The 1939 additions were funded as part of the
second round of PWA matching grants. In 1955, two restrooms and erigdifetiltipurpose room were added. In the

1990s two freestanding classroom structures were completed, the north building by Coltzer / Hamilton Architects (1994
and the south building by Blair Hamilton, AlA, Bay Architects (1999

In September 1938, WPfunds were used to pay for landscaping and as matching funds for construction of additional
classrooms. In September 1938 the Superintendent visited Houston architect Claude H. Lindsey to request drawings fc
three additional classrooms for the schoobohd was passed, and the construction bid of Knutson Construction
Company was accepted. By June 7, 1939, the work was reported completed.
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In December 1939 bids for construction of a gymnasium and auditorium were considered. Knutson Construction
Companydés bid was accepted but | ater put on hol d.

As the school was beginning to be oeeowded, the Board discussed a possible addition to fldériguon June 6, 1945,

and on June 28, 1945, contractor C. E. Jopling presented his plan for enclosing the arched exterior corridors. During th
summer of 1945, the corridors were enclosed. In July 1946 W. E. Hall was named Principal. In December 1955, a
renovation project expanding the boysd and girlsd re:c
rear of the school with an exterior covered area for onloading and offloading cars and buses was completed.

In 2009, as part of a bon@/harton ISD announced it had no future use for Hopper Elementary School as a functioning
school campus. The preschool classes were moved to Sivells Elementary School. Since then, at different times, the m:
buil ding has hous e dolprogram andgspetial edadattoreadmirastraition.eThedUpbhirgy Head Start
Preschool program functioned in the outer freestanding buildings from 2010 through the summer of 2021. The school
district stores supplies in some classrooms and maintains a woodrshampus.

Mexican American Civil Rights Movement & Texas SchooDesegregation
Statewide Actions

As early as the 1920B]exicanAmericansbeganorganizingsocial and politicajroupsin Texasto facilitatecommunity
advancemerdind respond to widespread discriminatiBrevalent Texas organizations included Cruz Azul Mexicano
(Mexican Blue Cross), 192the Wharton chapter formed in 1924pague of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC),
1929; American G.I. Forum (AGIF), 1948merican Council of SpanisBpeaking People (ACSSP), 1951; and the
Political Association of SpanisBpeaking Organization4961).

Dr. Hector P. Garcia of Corpus Christi founded the AGIF, a civil rights organization focused on Méxieatan
veteran oril rights. The ACSSP, a national Mexic&merican civitrights organization, was based in Austin and was
directed by University of Texas Professor George |. Sanchez, who irlP92l1served as LULAC president. Dr. Hector
P. Garcia and Professor Georg8anchez araow nationally recognized &dexican American civil rights movement
trailblazers.

LULAC, AGIF, the American Council of Spanistpeaking People, and otlmganizations all widely identifiesthool
segregation@apriority discrimination pacticeto challengeA series of court casés support of this effort, largely

backed by these organizations, begabh980andcontinted into the 1970s attemptingto desegregate Texas public

schools The casesnainly prompted school degregatiorunder the assertion thistlexicanAmericanswere racially
classified as whit e an darticle @eclairfgsepasatetsdnadls dhallbepsovided far she whiteu t
and colored children, and impartial provision shall be made f bdal thdtircludea thirdsegregatedroup for
MexicanAmerican studentsAlthough this legal approach was specific to Hispanic studexttudng argumens against

the segregation of black students, these cases set precedgnotwfarv. Board of Education of Topefd®521954) the
landmark case which ruled racial segregation in public schools unconstitutional.

One of the earliest @fases waBel Riolndependent School District v. Salvatie(E930)in which agroup ofMexican
Americanparentschallenged segregation practicedie x Bed Rioschool system that placéakir children in separate
and inferior clasesfrom white childrenA Texas Court of Civil Appeal® San Antoniauled that arbitrary segregation
was unjustbut sided withthe ISD in acceptinghe classificationandplacementf students based dmnglishlanguage
proficiency. Thedecisionwas considred a loss biMexicanAmericansn the fight forequal educational opportunities
however, the casgalvanizedcommunity organization.
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In 1948 LULAC partnered with the American G.I. Forum of Tef&GSIF in the casddelgado v. Bastropndependent
School Districtwhich followedprecedenset inthe 1947 California casédlendez v. Westminstdrhe judge inMendez v.
Westminstedismissed the claim that proficiency in English warranted separate classemohfisither assertatiat
segregton of nonEnglish speaking studentsadelearningthe Englishlanguaganore difficult

In Delgado v. Bastrop ISDhe Federal District Court of Texasncludedhat the segregation of Mexic#merican
students was ndegalin that no Texas State law uphée separatiorof racially classifiedvhite children The Delgado
v. Bastrop ISOruling also upheldel RiolSD v. Salvatierraallowing for the placement ddwer-grade students with
English languagéeficienciesin sepaate classes, but demandstdngentclassificationstandard based orscientific
language tests applied to all studehtdLAC and the American G.l. Forum would spend the next detrguhg to
enforceand codifythis ruling.

In the late 19509\ational LULAC PresidentFelix Tijerina andotherLULAC membersincluding Tony Campos, David
Adame, and Jacob Rodriguezeated théiLittle School of the 40@,a preschool program to teach dominant Spanish
speaking children English words to break the language barrier prior to completing firstNgadef these nrecould
speakEnglishwhenthey enteredhe first gradeand recognizetheinability to speak Enish wasone of the primary

reasons for the high dropout rate of Mexican Americindentgesulting in thdailure of Mexican American$o

compete successfully in the job marketiring this period, it was estimated as many as 200,000 Texagstrelds

could not speak Englisfio address these concerrse monprofitLULAC EducationaFund, Inc, was established to fund
then Li t t | eeff@tcDin. d.\W.I[Edgar, Commissioner of tlexasState Educational Agency, endorsed the program,
joined the boara@antdhaufbiort ze dS¢ heo lus eitlleoSthogbcldsdesTle c | a s
program started in 1958 with classesine Texas cities, including Sugar Land, Aldirtganado, Edna, Brookshire,
Rosenberg, Vanderbilt, Fort Stockton, tiarton The program wabased on the success of a 1957 pilot project in
Ganado, Texas, taught by Isabel Verver and financed by Felix Tij&na June 23, 1958, 4t0h0ed A L
instructional program was inaugurated in a formal progra8ugarland, Texas, attended by Texas @uePrice
DanielTheAiLi tt 1 e School of t he 40 0fouruadded mgiciEnglish Wordp to Sparesh t ¢
dominant childrenri order to help them effectively cope with instruction given in English in the regular public
educational systenkrior to implementation of the program, 80% of Mexican American Children failed the first grade,
whereas 98% percent of the childrenwha r t i ci pated in the ALiIittl|l e TShditddo!| s
School of the 400, 0 which was planned, financed and i
educational programing for ndenglish speaking Latin ierican students in TexaBhe program was so successful, it

was incorporated by the State of Temath the passage of Texas House Bill Bhe bill called for the implementation of

The Preschool Instructional Program for Nenglish Speaking Kildren inTexasin 196Q and by 1962ne hundred and

fifty -five schools participated intlfieL i t t | e S c hodleefiLétle Schooltoftthe 4089@r0ed as enodel for the
1965federal educational program Head StHegad Start wastroduced bythe Lyndon Baines Johnson Administration

and was alsinfluencedbyPr esi dent Johnsonos sddzhing dexican Areedcarhstugegimanryx p e |
of whom were not English proficient

The 1957Texascase oHermina Hernandez \Driscoll Consolidated Independent School Distretisited the

segregation of studendisguisedaslanguage deficiencclassroom placemerithe court determined the Driscoll ISD
placement systemf students into a series of remedial clasgas arbitrary and did not follow the language exam
requirementestablished bypelgado v. Bastrop ISO'he trial made apparent that Drisci8D policy wasspecifically
placingMexicanAmericanstudentsnto separatdfi b e gi nner 6 cl asses regar dlTeexase of
decision again reinforcdtie illegality of segregatinylexicanAmericanstudentsn school
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Wharton Actions

On November 12, 1950, a LULAC mass Meeting was host@dhiarton, Texas, with approximately 250 members

joining form Laredo, San Antonio, Corpus Christi, Victoria, Ganado, Palacios, Bay City, Richmond, Rosenberg, Alvin,
Texas City, Galveston, Pasadena, and Houston. MeXigaarican discrimination problems of Wan County and
surrounding area was the main topic of discussion and galvanization of LULAC councils in the five counties surroundin
Wharton. Shortly after the conference, the LULAC EI Campo Council No. 170 helped establish the LULAC Wharton
CountyLadis Counci | No. 186, 1951, and the LULAC Wharton

High level LULAC attention to the conditions in Wharton is also documented in a 1948 letter written by Gus C. Garcia,
Legal Advisor for LULAC San Antonio tdhe Wharton Spectait publisher, Frank A. Shannon. The letter was in

response to an editorial by Shannon in which he mischaracterizes LULAC actions effecting the City of Wharton and
asserts that a ficlass discriminati on GusneC.wa&a rnceicaebsss :

addresses in full the misconceptions, prejudices and
campaign against the segregation of school children of Mexican orAatie r i can descent assa m
circleo of hatred by illuminating racial dividing | ir

As the segregation of Mexica®merican students in public schools was being challenged in southwestern US courts,
desegregation of Hispanic studeimshe Wharton ISD was occurring due to the efforts of Mexigarerican parents in
Whart on. Gustavo NGuso Gonzal es, Sr ., and wi-lhtm Josef.i
relations in Wharton and Texas. The Gonzaleses had dirsetstaial and working ties to Hector P. Garcia, founder of

the AGIF and member of the 1957 formed U.S. Commission on Civil Rights. The Gonzaleses were members of the
Political Association of Spanish Speaking Organizations (PASO). Josefina Gonzales sdéouediiag president of the
LULAC Wharton Ladiesd Council No. 186 in the early 1¢
education system as appointed census trustees, Gonzales, Sr. in 1955, and Josefina Gonzalk5in. &5 Gonzak

Senior was also involved with the Little School of the d@@ributions ofbooks to Stephen F. Austin Elementary as
documented in the Little Schools archival records.

Gus, Sr . and Fina Gonzales enr ol | egladetahStephen FsAustin Gu st a\
El ementary, the districtds Awhiteod primary school , i1
and the Wharton ISD Latin American School (also known as the Mexican School) was still in opéthigtine,

closing in 1948.

The December 1953aturday Evening Postir t i cl e ATexas Tackles the Race Proc
development of Angld.atin relations in the state of Texas to its readers. Wharton is described as an unexpeded place
lead integration efforts in Texas as an area feared by migrant workers as a place not to remain in dfter alidte
accurately points out that race relations, and the treatment of Mekimaricans in Texas at the time, differed widely
acrossth st at e. I't i s mentioned t hat -Batndriereship asracognmunigyx as t
project, o of which Wharton was one of as of the | ate

Two photos in Wharton are featured in thestarticle, one of first grade classmates and friends, John Medrano and
Richard ADicko Frazar drinking form the same water f
i Me x tAmexican kids are no longer segregated in Wharton, Texas, prévlaoolsy The second photo is of a
Wharton Human Relations Counci l at City Hall, with tf
problems. 06 One of the unnamed men in the photo is Gus

2See Figure 53. Sutherl and, Th o ife SatuBlay EvehirgPadR Jai. 495X p.22s t he R
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The local school desegregation movement in Wharton, as an effort to further human relations and civil rights for all
Texans, was significant as Wharton was one of few participants in the Texas Council on Human Relations (TCHR). The
TCHR, established in 193§y Governor R. Allan Shivers and financially backed by oil millionaire Robert E. Smith (also
profiled and photographed $aturday Evening Poatrticle), sought to improve Anglo and Hispanic relations. The TCHR
contacted Texas towns with populations a&00 to encourage the formation of local humelations councils; by 1952
approximately forty local councils were formed. As part of the efforts to form and educate local councils, the TCHR
mai |l ed the Texas Bbelgaddyv. BastrofEl stateraentiad megudatiopsoos the illegality of
discriminatory school practices to local Texas governments.

In a report published in the Harvard Civil Rigi@sd v i Liberties Law Review in 197
in Texas Sc hISD]drmantmned\Amfca)hnctteon
AiwWharton | SD historically operated a separate sch
School was abandoned in 1948 the district contemp

of health, Educ. & Welfare, O8ite Review of Wharton ISD, at 12 (June 1970). In the 48BSchool year, fifty

t wo percent of Anglo and four percent of Chicano
of segregation in the Whartonsttict is demonstrated by the fact that nirtitsee percent of Chicano first graders
were in predominantly Chicano classes and ditge percent of Anglos were in predominantly Anglo classes.
Segregation was even grea’ter in the second and th

The 1970s report establishes segregation within the Wharton ISD educational system through the use of a tiered class
structure that was subject of the school segregation court battles. However, experiences in the early 1950s described &
former studers of SFA Elementary School indicate that the classrooms were integrated from the late 1940s through at
least the late 1950s or early 196@sior to the establishment of the ability grouping program that attempted to re
segregate Wharton school childrarthe third and higher grades.

The troubled history of race relations in Wharton, Texas both complicated and fueled efforts to integrate local schools.
White supremacy was deeply rooted in the region; Wharton was first settled as a plantation community during the time
theOld300. T Kl u Kl ux Kl an established a strong presence
established in Wharton just after reconstruction in 1889 as a political association that disenfranchised people of color fr
local politics.

The specific, gacerbated racial climate of Wharton, Texas advanced the town to regional and national attention during
the civil rights movement, with national press articles in the Nation Magazine (1946), Life (1950) and the Saturday
Evening Post (1951 and 1952). Addiogthe spotlight on Wharton, was the growing fame and popularity of playwright
and screenwriter Horton Foot e, a Wharton native and \

Giesecke & Harris, Architects

Bertram E. Gieseck@8921950) was the son ¢fulda (Gruene) Giesecke akdederick E. Gieseckéis father,

Frederick, was distinguished Texas architect, enginaad educator associated with both Texas ABMNversityand

the University of TexaBertram Giesecke reced a degree in architecture from Texas A&M and a degree in
architectur al engineering from the University of Texsza

3 Rangel, Jorge C, and CarlosMl c al a. iDe Jure Segr egat Haovard Qivil RightsCivd labertes i n T
Law Reviewvol. 7, no. 2, Mar. 1972.
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schoolin 1913 It is at the University of Texas where Giesecke met Augtegkins Harris as a classmate in 193Bortly

after graduating from UT, Giesecke served in the Signal Corps of the United States Army during World War 1, achieving
the rank of first lieutenant. After the war he was a partner in the architecture firmes(&hase & Giesecke,lfawed by
partnership in the fin Walsh & Giesecke in 1920.

August Wat ki ns A WH68) hegathasreducaton in &chitecturelirB1918 dtttieersity of Texas,
where he alstoundel the campus chaptef the ThetaXi fraternity. During and after his time at UT he worked for
architect Dennis Walsh. Harris served as an officer in the United States Army during Worldnfaiding deployment
time in FranceSubsequently he worked in Tampico, Mexiwith architect vid R. Williams(also a University of
Texas classmaYelesigning residential facilities, plantbormitories and office buildings for major oil companies
operating in Mexico

Upon returning the United States in 19Rthrrisformed the architecture firm Giesec&eHarriswith Bertram E.
GieseckeBased inAustin, Texas, thdirm designed residential, commergiahd public buildings throughout the state of
Texas The firm is wel known for designinghumerousschoolbuildings many of which are listed on the National
Registryof Historic Place®r are Recorded Texas Historic LandmarKsefirm alsocompleted a substantialimberof
projects during the Public Works Administration Program in the 193@sughout the 1930€iesecke & Harris served
as Consulting Architects in the design, plannengd costestimatingand Supervising Architects of design participants in
the PWA Progam.Watt Harris returned to military service in 1940 upon American involvement in World Widrdl.
architecture firm ofiesecke & Harris was dissolved in 1942n®cessity due tbl a r rabsentes

During WWI I, Augu s with fhé¥ar FarcéMatdrielrComnsandsnah€hie Structures Evahtion

Unit. Harris was charged with analyzing structures and construction costs of major American private aviation and
automobile manufacturing plants in expansion efforts to supply aircraft and pdhs fear effort. This position provided
Harris the opportunity to make architectural and engineering contacts throughout the country. In 1946 Harris returned t
Austin, Texasand the private practice of architecture, partnering with his\ilham Harris August Watkins Harris
participated in many civic and charitable organizatiockidingthe Austin Chamber of Commerce Military Affairs
Commi ttee, the Heritage Society of Austin, Austinds .
Committeethe American Legion, the National Housing Agency, and the Austin Emergency Housing Commission. Harri
wrote two booksMinor and Major Mansions in Early Austi1958) andrhe ElgirButler Brick Company, 1873963

(1963).

Bertram E. Gieseck&ent on to establistihe architecture firnGiesecke, Kuehnand Brooksn Austin, Texas. Giesecke

was active in many professional and governmental organizations. He held leadershiipthel@merican Legion, Austin
Chamber of Commerce, Sons of the Rajauof Texas, and Sons Gfonfederate Veterank1 1946 Giesecke served as the
president of the Texas Society of Architects. His state and federal government positions included: charter member of tf
board of governors of the National Association of Hog<Dfficials chairman of the Texas Relief Commission

consulting architect for the United States Treasury Deparfmember of the Texas Postwar Planning Commission
chairman of the Texas Roadside Coumoigémber of the Texas Centennial Commissimambe of the administrative
committee of the Texas Safety Associaticimairman of the Department of Defense Housing Commisamaha

gubernatorial appointee to the State Hospital Advisory Council.

Building Designsof Note by Giesecke & Harris:

1 19211922 ,Bryson ResidengeEnfield Road, Austin, Travis County, Texas
1 1924, Eagle Lake High School, Eagle Lake, Colorado County, Texas

1 1924,Kurt and Meta Schmedes Hou8@4 Baylor StreetAustin, Travis County, Texas, National Register of
Historic Places
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1925,Brenham High School,301 South Market Streddrenham, Washington County, Texas, National Register
of Historic Places

1925,Norwood Towerand Motoramp Garagél14 W. 7th StreetAustin, Travis County, TexaRecorded Texas
Historic Landmark

1926,Edinburg Junior College AuditoriumM15 W. University Dr.Edinburg, Hidalgo County, Texas Historical
Marker

€.1925, Taylor High School, Taylor, Williamson County, Texas
1926, Pease Park Gates and Tudor House, Austin, Travis County, Texas
1926, Nelle Schunior Memorial High Schodla Joya, Hidalgo County, Texas

1927, Edinburdgrexas Consolidated Schoolhajor buildingsncluding Stephen Austin School, Sam Houston
Elementary, A.Y. Baker Junior High school, and more), Edinburg, Hidalgo County, Texas

1927,Robert J. Kleberg Public Librar220 N. 4th StreeKingsville, Kleberg County, Texas, Recorded Texas
Historic Landmark

1929,Bryan Municipal Building111 E. 27th StreeBryan Brazos County, Texas, National Register of Historic
Places

€.1930, Bryan High School, Bryan, Brazos County, Texas (also credited for the design of seveteBrgatary
schools around the same time)

1930,Mathews Schodlrenovation, 906 W. Lynn Streethustin, Travis County, TexaRecorded Texas Historic
Landmak

1930,Merchants and Manufacturers Buildifrgpw University of Houston Downtown]}, Main StreetHouston,
Harris County, Texas, National Register of Historic Places, Recorded Texas Historic Landmark, and contributin
building in the City of Houston MaiStreet/Market Square Historic District

1930, Texas Department of Criminal Justideexas Prison Systen@entral State Farm Main Building,Circle
Drive, SugarLand, Fort Bend County, Texas, Recorded Texas Historic Landmark

1930, Texas Department of Crimah Justicg Texas Prison Systen@entral State Farm Two Camp (now Houston
Museum of Natural Science at Sugar Laidi@®106 University Boulevarc&ugarLand,Fort Bend CountyTexas

€.1930, Lovenburg Junior High Scho@9th Street and Avenue Galveston, Galveston County, Texas
1935 Wharton Elementary School (Stephen F. Austinfmajor addition), 500 Abell Street, Wharton, Texas

1935,Raymond and Tirza Martin High Scho@D02 San Bernardo Avenuegredo, Webb County, Texas
Historical Marker(also credited for the design of three Laretimentaryschools around the same time)

1936,Becker School906 W. Milton StreetAustin, Travis County, TexaRecorded Texas Historic Landmark
1936,Palm School (addition}44 TX-343 Loop,Austin, Travis Couty, Texas

1936,Zavala Elementary Scho@10 Robert TMartinez Jr., Street,Austin, Travis County, Texas, Texas
Historical Marker

1938,Santa Rita Courts, Austin, Travis Cour2p41 Corta Streef,exas, Texas Historical Marker
1938,House Park Football Stadiuh301 Shoal Creek Boulevardlustin, Travis County, Texas

19381939,Austin High School AnnexJohn T. Allan Junior High Schoof)212 Rio Grande Stregipstin,
Travis County, Texas

1939,Robert E. Lee Elementary Scho8808 Hampton RoadAustin, Travis County, Texas

SECTION 8 - PAGE 24



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places REGISTRATION FORM
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018

Stephen F. Austin Elementary School, Wharton, Wharton County, Texas

I 19291930s,Texas Blind, Deaf, and Orphan Schdining Hall, Hospital Building, Dormitory Building, Trades
Building, Shop Building, BundryBuilding, Boiler Building, and G/mnasium Bull Creek RoadAustin, Travs
County, Texas

1 Additional schoolsColumbus High School, Weimar High Schodkange Grove High School, Freeport High
Schoo] Navasota High Schoohngleton High SchoglMadisonville High SchoglRobstown High SchophAlice
High School and Alic&lementary SchopNew Braunfels High School and two New Braunfgésnentary
schools Shiner High Schopl and St . Maryds Parochi al School

9 Additional buildings:Ward Building and minor structures, Austin State Hospital; The Capitol Group, Power
House, Aush; Y.W.C.A. Dormitory and Administration Building, Austin; Goodyear Service Station (1st and
Congress), Austin; Zilker Il ce Plant, Austin; Citi
A.M.E. Baptist Church, Austin; Edinburg CityountyHospital; John B. Ashe Apartments, Houstbinst
National Bank Building, New Braunfels; Dittlinger Office Building, New Braunfels

Notable Stephen F. Austin Elementary School Faculty & Alumni

Stephen F. Austin Elementary has local significance attdbiotéhe educators and students who taught and attended the
school. Many educators in Wharton ISD served the district for their entire educational careers, contributing to the
education of countless numbers of Wharton students. Many former Stephen k.Eestentary School students went

on to graduate from high school and college and achieve successful, fulfilling lives and careers in Wharton and around
country. Brief descriptions of a small sample of significant faculty and alumni are included below.

Early Stephen F. Austin Elementary School Principals

9 Johnnie Mercet first SFA principal 19371940

1 E. S. Darsey SFA principal 19441943

1 Ruth Suttlel SFA principal 19441945; later became Wharton High School principal; WHS National
Honor Society chapr named after Ruth Suttle

1 W.E Halli SFA principal 1946

1 Wayne Taylofi SFA principal 1948

1 Minnie Mae Hoppei SFA principal 19511969; SFA teacher, 1940s; Latin American School principal
19441945; SFA renamed Minnie Mae Hopper Elementary Schooclli®dds

Sergeant Minnie Mae Hopper

In the mid1990s, Stephen F. Austin Elementary (Abell Street School-¢9&®0) was renamed Minnie Mae Hopper

El ementary honoring Hopperés |l ong service to -egspesdat i
educator in Wharton County, beginning with her position of Wharton County Superintendent of Rural Schools from 192
1935. In the early 1940s she taught in Louise, Texas, located in southwestern Wharton County.

On October 22, 194Minnie Mae Hopperiet her teaching position to enlist
(WAAC) in Houston, Texas. Hopper served in the WAAC through June 23, 1944; she was honorably discharged with tt
rank of Sergeant. She attended the Ft. Des Moines Motor Transport Speoalizing in auto service repair.

After her service Hopper became Principal of the Wharton Independent School Districhinagiitan School, later

known as Sorrel Elementary. In the late 1940s she held dual positions as teacher and principahdt.Shegtie

Elementary, transitioning to the sole role of principal from 12989. Hopper is remembered by students as a small
woman in stature yet sizeable inpresenreequ al | 'y kind and fitough as nails. o
of her rumored electric paddle.
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At 86 years old, on May 25, 1988, Minnie Mae Hopper passed away at the Veterans Administration Hospital in Waco,
Texas. Her funeral was held on May 27, 1988, in Wharton, Texas. Hopper is buried alongside herdtdtberand
brother at the Wharton Cemetery located across the street from Stephen F. Austin Elementary School.

Gustavo AGuso Gonzal es, Jr .

In an interview with Gus Gonzalez Jr., he recalls that he spoke only Spanish as a young child, aindtahakief

school at SFA Elementary in 1946 he was unable to understand his teacher and classmates. He remembers the studel
and adults as being kind and welcoming; his teacher engaged him with coloring activities on that first day. His memorie
of schal after the first day continue to be positive and Gus Jr. quickly learned English. Gus Gonzales Jr. went on to
graduate from Wharton High School. Post high school he attended Tulane University, played college and professional
football, and attended lawlsgol at the University of Portland and Osgood Hall Law School in Toronto. Gus Gonzales Jr.
returned to Texas to work for the federal government in Austin, followed by the Dallas Independent School District befo
establishing his own law practice, and fagerving as a Dallas Municipal Judge.

John J. Medrano

John J. Medrano, the Mexic@merican student pictured in ti&aturday Evening Postticle in 1952, described his
experience at SFA Elementary in correspondence with the Wharton County HeritagesRart Medrano recalls that his

first grade class included white and Hispanic students. Similar to Gus Gonzales, Jr., Medrano remembers that all the
chil dren were friendly and fibeing in a mi x etderabildreanss di
We al | got along well and went on with our school | e
Kral, his first grade teacher and Mrs. Sorrel, the music teacher. John Medrano continued his education through the
Wharon ISD, graduating from Wharton High School in 1963. After graduation, Medrano enlisted in the U.S. Navy
serving from 1963 to 1967. His |l ast duty station was
tour of duty, he settled in Coaaticut, working for 48 years at General Dynamics Electric Boat Division constructing US
Navy submarines.

Raymond David Vela

Raymond fADavido Vela entered Stephen F. Austin EIl emer
Wharton Hidn School in 1978. In correspondence with the Wharton County Heritage Partnership, David Vela remembet
attending Stephen F. Austin Elementary in first and second grades and he recalls his classes were integrated. Vela, wt
later served as a board membettmaWharton Independent School District, recalls WISD students were classified in

il ow and high c¢classes, with many minority kids (to ir
Service) in the | ow classes. 0

Vel a cal hedgsepatt eqital i zer o during his educational vy
pl aygrounds were host to various integrated sports ac
your skills and a bbedtwdStephen FOAustie Elementary Latino elassmatessvborattended

college on athletic scholarships and went on to havelbigh careers:

1 Rick Padia was a football, baseball and basketball stahdho received a football scholarship to UT El PasdidPa
went on to be a corporate transportation executive in Houston.

T Victor Erevia received a baseballl schol arship at St
to lead the Presidential Protective Division of the U.S. Secretceamider President Barack Obama.
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Vela earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Recreation and Parks from Texas A&M in 1982. He began working for th
National Park Service in 1981 while still in school at San Antonio Missions Historical Park. In the 1980skked at
Virginiabds Appomattox Court House National Hi stori cal
Philadelphia. Vela left the NPS in 1987 to work in several Texas state and federal government offices through the 199(
Vela was a Spmal Agent with the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Office of Inspector General,
performing whitecollar criminal investigations in New York and New Jersey; a special assistant for Hispanic affairs for
Texas Congressman George Leland; a fedievaktigator for the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission; and the
director of the Texas State Attorney General Child Support Program. During the 1990s Vela also served on the Wharto
ISD school board and the advisory committee for the Leadership Asgasiation of School Boards.

Returning to the NPS in 1998, Vela became the Superintendent of Palo Alto Battlefield National Historic Site in
Brownsville, Texas. In 2002, he was appointed Texas State Coordinator for the NPS Intermountain Region; in 2004
Superintendent of Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park; in 2006 Superintendent of George Washington Memori
Parkway; and in 2008 NPS Southeast Regional Director. In 2012, he was named Associate Director for Workforce
Management at NPS Washington Di@adquarters. Vela became the Superintendent of Grand Teton National Park and
the John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Memorial Parkway in 2014.

President Donald Trump nominated Vela for director of the National Park Service in 2018, but the Senate never
confirmedthe nomination. Vela served as deputy director for operations and was hamed acting NPS director in Octobel
2019 following the departure of the former director.

Fred S. Zeidman

Fred S. Zeidmaentered Stephen F. Austin Elementary School as a first grade student in 1952, and graduated from
Wharton High School in 1964. Fred Zeidman continued his education as an undergraduate at Washington University ir
Louis and as a graduate student at NewrYk Uni versity earning a Master6s in
active campaigner for the Republican Party, yet has also served democratic campaigns sdlchidsgblouston

Mayor Sylvester Turner 6s c a ripoliticaincareeZnorkingmmancangpaign mithé ut e ¢
1980s for a successful congressional campaign for a Wharton, Texas man. Atimddnignd of George W. Bush,

Zeidman ran the Jewish outreach for George W. Bushos

In 2002 Fred Zeidman was appointed chairman of the U.S. Holocaust Museum by President George W. Bush, serving
Chair through 2010, and as a Chairman Emeritus through present day. In December 2014, Mr. Zeidman was appointec
Chairman of Gordian Group LL@n investment bank specializing in higlrel reorganization and restructuring of
distressed businessé@sprominent Houstoibased business and civic leader, Fred Zeidman is Chairman Emeritus of the
University of Texas Health Science System Houstontimt€hief Financial Officer of the Texas Heart Institute, and is

Vice Chancellor of the Houston Community College System.

Conclusion

Stephen F. Austin Elementaig/significant under Criterion C in the area of Architecture at the local level. The

Depression Era school is a good example of Modernistic Colonial Revival style, and a fine example of the numerous
South Texas public schooltt aeldamgmieDieshekel Feapaotfetamna t kK i n ¢
symmetry of both Classical and Colonial styles with an expression of monumeitaditgchooletains a high degree of
original fabricand the interior detailing is consistent witle school interiordesigned by Giesecke and Harris in the

1920s and 1930getis a rare example of a single loaded corridor configuralibe Public Works Admninistration

(PWA) building program financially supported the completion of the school in phases during the/IB&0Dkegan as a
four-room ward school, constructed in 1930 with salvaged materials was later expanded MatéBig the established
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design intent, whsequent additions were added in 1939, designétebyick & Lindsey (Wyatt C. Hedrick and Claude H.
Lindsey) with local Wharton architect Albert A. Reber.

Stephen F. Austin Elementaiysignificant under Criterion A for its role in Education in Wharton at the local lavel,

site where early efforts in the late 1940s and early 1950s promoted thratiotegf Hispanic students in Texas against

the backdrop of racial discrimination and intimidation. The school was utilized strategically by local Méxieainan
community leaders who were welbnnected with MexicaAmerican Texas activist leaders tmmote early statewide
school integration efforts. These effortseived national attention in 1952 ilsaturday Evening Posgtrticle titled,
fTexas Tackles the Race Problem, o6 featuring a photo
friends, John Medrano and DrAméricah kids areno |onger iseigregatedinedWhartarp t
Tex. 0. Furthermore, the unsegregated public accommod
an important loation where all children interacted.

t
i
¢

Stephen F. Austin Elementaigyalso significantinder Criterion A for its role in Education in Wharton at the local and

state levels as one of the nine original sites for the 1958 LULAC funded preschool progriarh,thée t | e School
4 0 OThedprogram was developed by Felix Tijerina and funded by the League of United Latin American Citizens
(LULAC), to teach four hundred basic English words to Spad@hinant children in order to help them effectively cope
with instruction given in English in the regular public educational systemd. i i t | e School of the
planned, financed and implemented by Mexican Americans, represents the first successful educational programing for
norntEnglish speaking Latin Aarican students in TexaBhe program was so successful, it was incorporated by the State
of Texas in the drafting and passage of Texas House Bill 51, creating The Preschool Instructional Program for non
English Speaking Children in Texas, and mostobsesre agr ee t he fALittl e School so
Start programStephen F. Austin Elementaig/additionally significant as one of the two last remaining schools of the
original nine ALittle Schoollistégritt. hat mai ntain a high
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MAP 4: Stephen F. Austin Elementary School, Wharton, Wharton County, Texas, Site Map Ny
Source: Google Eartlaccesseduly 2021
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Figures

FIGURE 1: January 1939 Aerial Photograph FIGURE 2: February 1956 Aerial Photograph
Priorto southand northwing additiors Cafeteria and restroom additions (1955) visible

FIGURE 3: January 1962 Aerial Photograph FIGURE 4: February 1995 Aerial Photograph
Cafeteria and restroom additions (1955) visible North freestandinglassroonstructure (1994) visible
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FIGURE 6: 19291957 Sanborn Insurance Map
Cafeteria at east side of central madded

FIGURE 5: 19291942 Sanborn Insurance Map
Construction dates noted: 1930 sofitb r iwindgs 935
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FIGURE 7: Stephen F. Austin Elementary Schod)2@2 Site Plan, existing conditions

Source:Stern and Bucek Architects
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FIGURE 8: Stephen F. Austin Elementary School, 2020 Floor Plan, existing conditions
Source:Stern and Bucek Architects
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FIGURE 9a: ¢c.1945SFA Elenentary,front (west)elevation, looking northeast

FIGURE 9b: 2020SFA Elementaryfront (west)elevation, looking northeast
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