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5. CLASSIFICATION

OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY: Public-locd

CATEGORY OF PROPERTY: District

NUMBER OF RESOURCESWITHIN PROPERTY: CONTRIBUTING NONCONTRIBUTING
1 1 BUILDINGS
5 3 SITES
14 1 STRUCTURES
0 4 OBJECTS
20 9 TOTAL

NUMBER OF CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES PREVIOUSLY LISTED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER: 0

NAME OF RELATED MULTIPLE PROPERTY LISTING: N/A

6. FUNCTION OR USE

HISTORIC FUNCTIONS: LANDSCAPE / park
AGRICULTURE / SUBSISTENCE/ horticultural facility
SOCIAL / dubhouse
EDUCATION / reseerch facility
RECREATION AND CULTURE / outdoor recregtion

CURRENT FUNCTIONS: LANDSCAPE / park
AGRICULTURE / SUBSISTENCE / horticulturd facility
SOCIAL / dubhouse
EDUCATION / reseexch facility
RECREATION AND CULTURE / outdoor recregtion

7. DESCRIPTION

ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION: OTHER / landscegpe

Pege 2

20" CENTURY REVIVALS/ Itdian Renassance, French Renaissance

MATERIALS: FOUNDATION STONE / ssnddone

WALLS STONE / sandgtone
CONCRETE

ROCF WOQOD / Sheke
ASPHALT

OTHER STONE / sandgtone

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION (s continuation shests 7-5 through 7-15).
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Summary

The nominated portion of the Fort Worth Botanic Garden encompasses the higtoric core of amuch larger garden. It is
located in west Fort Worth, Texas, just north of Interstate 30 and west of University Drive. The noininated resources are
limited to those in the origina Rock Springs Park areaof the garden primarily developed between 1929 and 1935 as well
as aportion of an adjacent areadeveloped inthe early 1950s Also included isthe small done shdter that originally

svad as the terminus of the Ead Vista but was severed from the garden by the redlignment of University Drive in the
19505 thereby making the nominated district discontiguous. The nominated district encompeasses gpproximatey 33 acres
containing the Municipal Rose Garden and adjacent vidas as well as the trails and water gardensof the Rock Springs areg,
the former Cectus Garden, the Garden Center Areaand the Horseshoe Al of these aresswere designed or devdoped
under the direction of the noted landscape architecture firm of Hare and Hare of Kansas City, Missouri. A mgjor
componant of the Fort Worth Botanic Garden isthe formal Municipa Rose Garden. Influenced by Italian and French
Renaissance landscgpes and congtructed in 1933, it iscomposad of agtone shelter and overlook above the rose ramp with
terraces and awater cascade, parterres, and alarge pond. On anorth axis with the parterres isa Coonnade and Ovd Rose
Garden. Beyond the pond is avista congtructed through a native gand of trees. South of the Municipa Rose Garden isthe
informal water gardens and trails of the Rock Springs Area

Decription

The Fort Worth Botanic Garden is located southwest of downtown neer the Clear Fork of the Trinity River and & the
southern edge of the city's Cultura Digtrict. The Culturd District contains the historic Will Rogers Auditorium, Arena
and Foner Tower (Wyatt C. Hedrick, 1936-37, with later additions), Casa Manana Theater (A. George King and
Asodiates, 1958; Gideon Toal, 2003) Amon Carter Museum (Philip Johnson, 1961, 1964, 1977, 2001), Kimbell Art
Musaum (Louis Kahn, 1969-72), National Cowgirl Hall of Fame (David Schwarz, 2002) and the Fort Worth Modem Art
Musaum (Tadao Ando, 2002). Along the garden's eastern border is University Drive, amgor north-south arterial, and
Trinity Park. Along the southem border isan aooessroad for Interstate 30. West of the garden are former light industrial
buildings fronting Montgomery Street, another busy north-south street.

Today's Fort Worth Botanic Garden encomypesses gpproximately 109 acres of dightly rolling terrain originally marked by
native gandsof deciduous trees. Over the years, this acreege hes been supplemented with various theme and specidty
gardens naturdized aress vidtas, greenhouses, a conservatory and multi-use buildings. The nominated section of the Fort
Worth Botanic Garden contains those aress associated with the original Rock Springs Park, primarily deveoped between
1929 and 1935 besad on the designs of the landscgpe architecture firm of Hare and Hare of Kansas City, Missouri. Also
included isa saction to the west developed in the mid-1950s, egain desgned by Hare and Hare. These aress can be
divided into fivediginct zones Rock Springs and Water Gardens Area, Municipal Rose Garden and Vidas, the Cactus
Garden, the Garden Center Areaand the Horseshoe. The Fort Worth Botanic Garden is being nominated esa
discontiguous didtrict in order to include the smadl done shdter that originally sarved as the terminus for the Eadt Viga
This resource was savered from the Botanic Garden when University Drive was rerouted aong the garden's eeden
border in the early 1950s

The resources of the original Rock Sorings Park (Rock Springs Area, Municipal Rose Garden, the Cactus Garden and the
Garden Center and adjacent Greenhouse) are tied together through the use of flaggtonefor trails and walks and rough-cut
Pdo Pinto ssnddonelad inirregular coursesfor architectural features. The rustic design of the Rock Springs Area
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provides acounterpoint to the formality of the adjacent Municipal Rose Garden. The placement of live oeksdong the
waks of the Horseshoe dso provides aformal effect.

Rock Springsand Water Gardens Area

The Rock Springs Area of the Fort Worth Botanic Garden wes the first section to be deveoped. Although the original
Rock Springs Park was purchased in 1912, it was not until 1929 that improvements to it began. The park recaved its
name because of three naturd springs located in rock outcroppings neer the southwest comer of the property. Under the
supervisgon of City Forester Raymond C. Morrison, the springs were enhancaed with the creation of naturdized waterfalls
and small pools where water could collect and flow eastward to other pools and lagoons. Hagsone was usd to cregte
trails that wind through the areaand dong the rivulets. Although aways wooded, the area hes been enhencad with the
planting of moretrees and vegetation, creeting aheavy canopy. The cregtion of the waterfallsand the sound of flowing
water add to the auditory experience as visitors move through the area

Ore of the primary entrances to the Rock Springs Arealisviaa flagsonewalk from the south pergola of the overlook
shdter of the Municipal Rose Garden. Entering the wooded area, a smdl basin (or pool) lined with donerip-rap is
encountered. Nearby isa low gone bench. The flagstone walk continues ether to the right or left. To the left and veering
off of the path to the north is a large hollowed-out pecan tree that is esimated to be over 200 yearsold. It hes become a
favorite attraction for children and adults alike. Continuing to the left (east) dong the flagstone walk, one followsarivulet
that flows to lagoons containing water plants such as yellow flag iris, pickerd weed, and lizard's tail.

Tuming right after entering the wooded areg, the flagstone walk ascendstoward the springs passing directly over one
waterfall. It then curves back toward the southeest and a small concrete pededrian bridge with smple meatd railings (this
bridge isnot origina). The flagstone path continues toward an overlook. Low sonewallsthat dso sarve as sedting form a
amdl rectangle, & the center of which isa pedestd water fountain (no longer functioning). Stone gtars desoand from the
north dde of the overlook to Sepping Sones acrossarivulet, reconnecting with the trail sysem near the done pool. Other
paths leed to the lagoons to the eest. These lagoons eventudly flow to the large pond associated with the Municipal Rose
Garden and Ezdt Vista

To the est of the lagoons isa smal comfort Sation congmcted of the same Pdo Pinto sandgtone used in the Municipal
Ros= Garden. Thisbuilding hes a hipped roof covered with wood shakes. The north and south walls eech havetwo smdl
windows; the windows on the south devation are covered with metd screens and the north windows are infilled with
wood vents. The irregular coursed rough-cut sone walls extend out on the eest and west endsto partially conced the
entrancesto the building. The building no longer functions as aresroom but isused for Sorage. An exact congruction
date for the building hes not bean determined but it likely weas buih a the sametime as the Municipa Rose Garden, in
1933.

The Rock Springs Arealis composad of three contributing resources: one building (comfort station), one structure (pump
houss) and one dte (the donetrails, water features, overlook and other rdated features), and it retains ahigh degree of
integrity. However, it was negatively impacted during the early 1950s with the construction of the Eag-West Freaway
(now Intergtate 30) and assodated aooess ramp. The congtruction of the highway necessitated the destruction of &t lesst
one lagoon and somerdaed trails. This congruction disrupted the naturd water flow of the higtoric springs causing them
to dry up. Today, water flowsthrough the areawith the assgance of apump house located within the trees above the
origind sorings Buih ¢. 1952, the pump house was constmcted of poured concrete and hes a hipped roof sheathed with
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asphdt shingles. The structure hes been enlarged with a amall concrete block addition on the north end. It is painted
brown, caudng it to blend into the trees. Although the loss of water features and related trailsas well as the higtoric flow
of the springs isregrettable, these dterations occurred over fifty years ago. The Rock Springs Areadtill retans its rudtic
design. Today, the largest impact that the highway hes on this and adjacent aressis the noise assodated with automobile
traffic on the heavily usd road.

Municipal Rose Garden and the Vistas

Thefoca point of the nominated area isthe formal Municipal Rose Garden and Vistas. Designed by the landscape
architecture firm of Hare and Hare, these aress were built under the direct supervison of Raymond C. Morrison, City
Foreder, in 1933. Thework was carried out by laborers employed through the Recongruction Finance Corporation, a
federd relief program predating the Civil Works Administration (CWA) and Works Progress Administration (WPA). Its
architectural features are congdmcted of reddish-brown rough-cut Pdo Pinto ssnddone laid inirregular courses. Entering
the garden from the west, visitors first encounter a hipped-roof shelter with flanking pergolas, an overlook, arose ramp
and water cascade At the bottom of the ramp are parterres (formal pathways, hedges and flower beds desgned ina
rigidly geometric pattem), a small reflecting pool, and two omamentd trellises. Extending est from the parterres is a
large pond and avidaflankedby sands of mature trees. Thisvigtais an important component of the Rose Garden's
design, and ane of the best views of it isfrom the overlook. Leading north from the parterres is acolonnade of trelises
that leed to an ovad rose garden, a the center of which isarectangular gazebo. Each of these features isdescribed in more
detail below.

Upper Rose Garden

Access to the west entrance of the Municipal Rose Garden isthrough a semi-circular drive with heed-in parking off of
Rock Sorings Road. On acentra flagstonewalk, visitors pess alow sonewall thetflanksthe walk and endoses the
overlook. Comer piers of the wall have cagt one cgpswith pinecone finials. Thewalk leedsto a rectangular open-dded
shelter with a hipped roof covered with wood shakes Theroof is supported by four rectangular gone columnson the
north and south ends. On the eest and west ddesof the shdter are Six square wood columns, of which the canter four are
paired. Lattice wood trellises are located between the comer columns. Flanking the north and south Sdesof the shdter ae
pergolas supported by four square wood columns and two done columns a the ends These columns support notched
wood beams and rafters. Thefloor of the shdter isofflagstone,and a itscenter isalargefive-pointedstar represanting
the Lone Star of Texas. In the southwest comer of the shelter isapedestd drinking fountain congructed of Sone
(currently nonfunctional). Originaly, an ice box was located next to the fountain as a meansof cooling the water.
Haggone waks extend under the pergolas. The north walk extends to the former Cactus Garden (now  the Perennid
Gaden). Neax its end isahand-hewn gtone in the shgpeof Texas. The south walk extends to the trailsin the Rock Sorings
Area.

Haggone paving leeds east from the shdlter to an overlook platform that festures alow sonewall and ornamentd iron
railing. Leading from the north and south endsof the overlook are L- dhgped done ars descending to the rose garden.
Along thewall of the south dairs isthe garden's dedication plague from 1933. On the wall immediatdly below the
overlook isarounded arched niche outlined with done voussoirs and a keystone. Water flows into abadn a the bottom of
the niche from the mouth of a lion, its heed cadt in the center of the keystone.
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From the low-rising sone gairs flanking the north and south Sdes of the rose garden are six setsof gone ramps that cross
one another inrepeated X formations. Running down the center of the garden, on axis with the lion's heed, isawater
cascade This cascade, divided into three sections, recaives itswater from the basn below the lion's heed viaunderground
pipe. Each section hes five wedge-shgped  done badnsthrough which the water descends down the cascade. The water
cascade and crossing ramps divide the garden into 14 triangular-shaped beds. Flanking the beds are swaths of lawn and
box-cut yaupon hedges Collectively, this areais known &s the "rose ramp." From the overlook platform to the bottom of
the ramp, the devation changesfrom 578 feet to 555 feet.

At the bottom of the ramp isalow donewall and dairs leading to parterres which are defined by exposad aggregate
concrete 9dewaks, grade-leve concrete edging and grips of lawn. Within this areaare two pools. A smdl poal islocated
on the eedt Sde of the low wall dividing the upper rose garden from the lower parterres. This pool recaves water fromthe
water cascade via underground pipe. The second pool isashalow rectangular-shaped pool with bevded comers, asingle
water jet in the center provides asmple fountain. The south, eest and north edgesof the parterres are outlined with low
donewalls which are punctuated with tall sandgone piers st on cadt bases and topped with cast cgpswith cagt pinecone
finials.

The badsof the rose ramp are currently planted with three cultivars of Knock Out shrub rosesthat are hot pink and pde
(blushing) pink. These cultivarswere chosen because of their lower maintenance requirements and suitability for loca
growing conditions. Each of these bedsisadso outlined with smal dow-growing boxwood shrubs providing a green edge
around the roses The rosesin the parterres are of various colors and varieties representing polyantha, miniatures,
floribunda, tea Bourbon, grandifloraand shrub roses

The overlook shdter, the overlook platform, and the rose ramp are eech counted as one contributing structure. The
parterres and surrounding walls, piers and portas together are counted as one contributing Site.

Ead of the parterres isalarge pond (sometimes referred to as areflecting pool), the shgpe of which resamblesthe outlines
of an"8." Lagoons from the Rock Springs Area flow into the south sde of the pond. A smal concrete bridge with metal
handrails sgparates the lagoons from the pond. On the north 9de of the pond isa small spillway that feeds other lagoons
that flow through the woods between the Eagt and South vistas. Near the west end of the pond isa goray fountain that
hdps to agrate the water. After the ingtalation of thewater fountain and remova of water irises, large boulders were
placed around the edgesof the pond to prevent erosion. Trees planted around the perimeter of the pond include weeping
willow {Sdix babylonica), pond cypress (Taxedium ascendens) and sweat gum { Liquidambar styracifus). Outsde the
paimeter are avariety of treesincluding green ash (Fraxinus Pennsylvania). The pond is counted as acontributing
Sructure.

The Ead Vigta extends from the pond and was cut through the original treesthat were on this site. Other species now
upplemant the origina trees. Inthe springtime, the edgesof the vista are dotted with digoersed groupings of daffodils,
and plantings of azdess are in hs southeest comer. Originally, the vistaterminated with asmall gone shdter Sted onthe
wegt bark of the Clear Fork of the Trinity River. University Drive hes savered the sheter from the vista However, the
shdter isinduded inthisnomination and isdescribed later in this narrative. The Eadt Vista is counted as one contributing
Ste.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Section _7_ Page 9 Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Colonnade and Ovd Rose Garden

On anorth axiswith the parterres small pool isthe Colonnade and Ova Raose Garden. At the south end of the Colonnade
aetall portds congructed of Pao Pinto sandsone s&t on cagt one beses and surmounted by cagt capswith pinecone
finials. The Colonnade is composad of nine evenly gpeced trellises, each made up of two squared sanddone columns
supporting wood beamsand rafterslike those on the pergolas. Some of the trellises are planted with Chinese wigteria
(Wigteria senends). Running beneeth the trellises is an exposad eggregated concrete walk leading to the Ovd Rose
Garden. The Colonnade dts & the bese of asmdl hillside lined with trees and other vegetation that provide additiona
dhede dong thiswalk. The Colonnade is counted as one contributing structure.

The Ovad Rose Garden is compaosed of two concentric ovasthat are linked by connecting walks. Thesewalks divide the
garden into numerous beds At the center of the oval isa hipped roof gazebo whh shake shingles, itsroof supported by
three square gone columns a eech comer. Between the gone columns are latticed wood trellises. Thesetrdlisesand the
lower portion of the gazebo'sroof are currently covered with Climbing Cecil Brunner roses, atype of climbing polyantha
rose. Thefloor of the gazeho is paved withflagstone,and a large round medalion compaosed of quarter sections isa its
center. There are four entrance portasto the Oval Rose Garden similar to the trellises of the Colonnade but are composd
of four gone columns ingtead of two. Between the endsof the portals are wood trellises; the west and eedt portals aeon
axiswith the gazebo, while the north and south portas are on axis with the gazebo and the Colonnade.

The Ovd Rose Garden is planted with avariety of rosesthat include shrub, noisette, China,floribunda,and Bourbon, their
colorsvarying from light pink to reddish-pink. The rosesencircling the gazehbo grow to aheight of over fivefeet. The
outer oval's roses ae lower. The Ovad Raose Garden is counted as one contributing site. 1ts gazeboo and four portas are
each counted as contributing structures, totaling five.

Ead of the Colonnade and Oval Rose Garden isthe South Vista: The South Vista is on axis with the North Vistalocated
north of Rock Springs Roed and not within the boundaries of the nominated district. The eestem edge of the South Vigta
is defined by the woods that border the north Sde of the Eagt Vista. The woods iscompasad of native trees such as pecans
and dms. Thetree canopy is heavy and unpaved pathswind benesth them. Some of these pathswere likely cregted by the
relief laborers who worked on the garden in the 1930s A smdl aresk flows from the lagoons on the north dde of the large
pond and then mekes atum toward the eest where it eventually flowsinto the Clear Fork of the Trinity River. There are
smal wood podts designating various trails but the arearemains largely undeveloped. Documentation on the South Vista
and the woods is not readily available but both aress are important to the aesthetics and design of the Fort Worth Botanic
Garden.

Alterations

By their nature, gardens are dynamic and ever-evolving. It isnot unusud for plantingsto be changed as mature plantsdie
or fail to adgpt to locd conditions, new varieties are tested, and new dements added. Thisiscertainly the casewith the
Municipal Rose Garden. Alterationsto architectural features have bean minor and are relatively unobtrusve. The Rose
Garden overlook isnow ADA accessble. Thisnecesstated the removal of some stone stairs and the constmction of a new
flagstone wak on the indde perimeter of the north wall around the overlook shelter. The original sone wes sdvaged ad
reussd when possible.
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Other dterations have occurred to replace deteriorated or damaged features. Stones around the basins of the water cascade
have been replaced over time as the original sandgione deteriorated. The wood columns of the shelter and the wood
components of the pergolas, colonnade, gazebo, and ova rase garden portals have been replaced over time as the original
wood deteriorated. Early photogragphs of the shelter indicate that the columns were painted white; today, the columns are
unfinished. The paired wood columns on the west and eest ddesof the overlook shdlter originally hed latticed wood
trellises batween them. The cagt concrete cgpsand finials on top of mog of the Sone piers and portas have bean replaced.
The lion'sheed above the water cascade wis replaced after vandd's destroyed the original .

Thewood trellising on top of the donewalls on the perimeter of the parterres has been replaced with metd replicating the
pattem of the origina trellises. The wood trellises hed bean periodically replaced over time as they deteriorated. The
metd trelliseswere ingtaled as a more permanent dtemative to wood. Paths around the parterres were originaly graveled
but have bean replaced with exposed aggregate concrete walks. Omamentd meta gates—a gift of Deborah and Tex
Moncrief in 2002—have been added to the portds a the south end of the parterres portion of the garden. Theingtdlation
of the gates necesditated the addhion of extensons to the portas which were congtmcted of agone similar to the original.
Within the partarres are two omamenta metal arched trelliseswhich are replicas of wood trellisesthat were original to the
garden. The origina mstic wood bridge aong the south sSde of the large pond hes bean replaced with aconcrete bridge.
Running dong the wes sde of the Colonnade is a continuous concrete bench with wood railing backs added c¢. 1979.

Some plantings, auch as the yaupon holly treesflanking the arched niche below the overlook and the Republic of Texas
Rose Garden dong the et 9de of the Colonnade, are not original to the Municipal Rose Garden's history. However, they
do not detract from the original features and design intent of the garden and represent the evolving nature of gardens and

designed landscapes.
Cactus Garden and Walk to Oval Rose Garden

The higtoric Cactus Garden (sometimes referred to as the Wildflower and Arid Garden) is located north of the Municipa
Ros= Garden's overlook shdlter. Originally agrave pil the dgpressed areawas transformed into the Cectus Garden in
1935 usng CWA labor. Workersingdled large pieces of doneto resamble natural sione outcroppings. Spedmens for this
garden were largely collected from west Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona. Asthe tree canopy around it became more
denss, the garden became less auitable for itsorigina function, and in 1983 the Cactus Garden was transformed into the
Perennid Garden. Thisconverson resulted in the cregtion of water features and enlarged peaths. Dueto these dterations,
the Cactus Garden is counted as a noncontributing Ste.

Theflagstonepath that extends from the Municipal Rose Garden overlook to the west portal of the Ova Rose Garden was
congmcted c. 1933-35. Higtoric photographs reved aduster of trees baween the Cactus Garden and the Colonnade. This
path follows these trees and anarrow stone-lined culvert dong itswes side, and water flows through this culvert. The
sound of the flowing water and the tree canopy provide acooling retregt, epecialy during the heet of a Texas summer.
The Cectus Garden/Perennid Garden Walk is counted as a contributing ssmcture.

Garden Center, Greenhouse and Fragrance Garden
The Garden Center, Greenhouse and Fragrance Garden are located a the intersection of Rock Sporings Roed and Old

Garden Roed nesr the northwest comer of the garden's original 37.5 acres. Laborers employed through the Civil Works
Administration congructed the Garden Center—originally called the Horticulture Building, and now frequently referred
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to as the Rock Sorings Center—in late 1934. Asoriginally built, the 1-gory building had across gabled roof and was
congructed of the same Pdlo Pinto sandgone found dsawhere in the garden. The eedt devation sarved as the primary
entrance with a projecting front gable bay featuring a recessad entrance behind an arched openingflankedby smdll,

narrow double hung windows. A double hung 6/6 wood window & the north end of this elevation hes art glass panes with
red roses The north elevation featured a large tripartite window with awisteria design in the glass panes, areated by Fort
Worth Art Glass The north window was reframed ¢. 1965, but the multiple-light window pattem and art glass design
were retained. The interior of the building featuresflagstonefl oors, knotty pinewalls, built-in bookcases, ad a fireplace
with aColonid Revival-style mantle. The original fumishings were provided by the Fort Worth Garden Club. Attached to
the south devation was agreenhouse, the beseof which was dso condructed of Pdo Pinto Sendgtone

In June 1935, the Fort Worth Garden Club opened a Garden Center in the building. A Garden Center director was
employed through ajoint arrangement of the Fort Worth Independent School District, the Fort Worth Pak Board and the
Fort Worth Garden Club. The Garden Center became an integra part of the Botanic Garden by making its library
available to the public and offering programs highlighting the Botanic Garden and gardening in generd. The center dso
became the heedquarters for the garden dlubs affiliated with the Garden Club Council of Fort Worth.

Within afew yearsof the building's completion, the Board of Pak Commissoners began planning for itsenlargement to
med the many demands being placed on h. However, it was not enlarged until 1949-1950, under the direction of locd
architect Robert P. Woltz, J. The greenhouse was converted to a lecture hall using itsoriginal footprint—the lower one
walls are till vishle—and a new greenhouse was congructed. In 1955, the Garden Center wias enlarged again to
accommodate the administrative offices of the Park Department. Woltz dso designed this addition, using gone and wood
to compliment the original design. The building now hes an agphdt shingled hipped roof with cross gables marking the
locations of the original library (north eevation) and greenhouse (south elevation). Large window openingsflankedby
casament windows illuminate the interior.

In 1980, the courtyard located between the west end of the Garden Center and the greenhouse wias endlosed, o using
done dong the west end. Today, the Garden Center building housesthe Gardens Restaurant, the offices of the Fort Worth
Botanical Sodiety, the Botanic Garden's education office and other offices. The original east entrance to the Garden
Canter isdtill visble ingdethe later addhion. The Fort Worth Garden Club still maintainsthe library, now known asthe
Mary Daggett Lake Library in honor of the Garden Center's long-time director. Although the Garden Center hes been an
important part of the Botanic Garden's history snce 1935, h is counted as anoncontributing building because of
dterations.

When the Garden Center was enlarged in 1950, a new greenhouse was congtructed to the west of the building. It festured
an duminum superstructure fabricated by the Texas Greenhouse Company on top of abaese approximately four feet high;
the west dlevation isof poured concrete and the south (front) and eest devations are of irregular coursed rough-cut
sanddone The heed house a the north end of the building was destroyed by fire in 1994 and rebuilt. The greenhouse now
Frves as exhibition goece for the Botanic Garden's begonia collection. Within the greenhouse isa small sculpture by A.
Carrier, Maden Sitting Besde Ram, which the North Fort Worth Garden Club presented to the Garden Center in 1952 in
honor of Mary Daggett Lake." The Greenhouse is counted as a contributing structure.

" A nengoepe atide dated thet the sculptor was A. Garrier. S Fort Worth Star-Tdegram (moming edition), October 24, 1952,
ARA06-7-955, FWSTCF, SCDUTA.
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The Fragrance Garden is located behind the Garden Center Building. Also referred to as "Lighthouse Court” in some early
meaterids, the garden was aproject of the Fort Worth Garden Club and built especidly for the visually impaired. Charles
Campbdl, director of Parks and Recreetion, developed the plans, and the engineering details and lighting were carried out
under the direction of David Nivens. Scott Fikes, City Forester-Horticulturist, and Mrs. Hubert Hanmond Crane—the
wife of aprominent Fort Worth architect and member of the Fort Worth Garden Club—supervised the planning and
planting of the Fragrance Garden, and Botanic Garden employees completed the planting in the summer of 1964.
Dedicated in October of that year, the Fragrance Garden conggs of asariesof raised bedsthat are gpproximately 2 feet
high and shesthed with small squares of glazed ceramic tile. These beds are endosad within abrick wall thet is
approximatdy 3 feet high. At the north end of the garden isa semi-circular bed with apool and water fountain. Plants for
this garden are certainly fragrant, but many aso have adigtinctive texture that addsto the visitor's tactile experience of
the garden. Spedmens include herbs such as rosemary, basil, lemon-scented thyme, pinegpple sage and chocolate mint es
well & sevard varieties of soanted geraniums. Labds identifying these plants are dso written in Braille. The garden hes
an intimate, endosed feeling to it from the overhanging boughs of Texas live oak, Jgpanese maple and Burford holly
trees. Other plantings and awood fence behind this garden provide a buffer between it and the Jgpaenese Garden (outsde
the boundaries of the nominated areq). The sound of the water fountain enhances the auditory experience within the
garden. The Fragrance Garden is counted as a noncontributing Ste due to insufficient age

On the piers of thebrick wall defining the garden are cagtsof four sculptures by loca artist Evadine Sdlors (1903-1995), a
member of the Fort Worth Circle of Artists. Collectively called Nature Finials, these pieces are adomed with plant forms
and wildlife auch as osk leafsand a squirrel and redbud leafs and a bird; e dso created alife-sized frog in bronze that
dts neer the edge of the pool. Within the walls of the Fragrance Garden and adjacent to the large art glasswindow of the
Garden Center's library isan Official Texas Historical Marker honoring the life of Mary Daggett Lake. Erected in 2001,
the marker is counted as anoncontributing object.

Ead of the Fragrance Garden near Old Garden Roed and the drive to the Garden Center parking lot isa large round water
tank congmcted of cedar, with adomed roof aso congructed of cedar. Thetank is ussd as a Ranwater Harvesting
Demondration unit as ajoint project of the Texas Cooperative Extension, the Fort Worth Botanic Garden, the Tarrant
Regiond Water DistricL and Frenchmen Congtmction. Ingtalled in 2001, the tank is counted as a noncontributing Smcture
due to insufficient age

Horseshoe

The Horseshoe isthe mogt recently established contributing unit within the nominated district. Located acrossfrom the
Municipal Rose Garden on the west Sde of Rock Springs Road, this section wes purchased in 1946 but was not deve oped
until 1954. Basad on adesgn by Hare and Hare, the Horseshoe is composad of two concrete Sdewaks curving westward
from Rock Sorings Road and converging a an gpex. Hanking the inner Sdes of each sdewdk are five large live osks
{Quercus Virginia), their graceful branches stretching out over the sdewaks and partialy over the lawn betwean the two
lines of trees. There isenough open lavn between the two columns of trees 0 that another vidtalis cregted, terminating a
the gpex of the Horseshoe and the concrete gairs that asoend to the west as well as to the north and south. Sendgtonewing
walls, resembling the sonework found dsawhere in the garden, fiank the stairs. On top of the wing walls are omate
wrought iron lanterns that were originally located near the eest end of the Eadt Vista. The dairs leed to the Tria Garden,
which weas devdoped c. 1979. The Tria Garden is excluded from the boundaries of the nominated district. The Horseshoe
is counted as one contributing Site.
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East Visa Shdter

Included in this nomination isthe small gone shdter that formerly served as the terminus of the Eagt Vista. This shdter
actudly lieswithin Trinity Park, having been savered from the Fort Worth Botanic Garden when University Drive was
rerouted along the eestem edge of the Garden. The Ead Vista shdlter was designed by Hare and Hare and condructed in
1933 by the R. F. C. laborers using the same Pdo Pinto sanddone as found in the Municipal Rose Garden. Sited ebove the
wes benk of the Clear Fork of the Trinity River, the shdter hes ahipped roof sheethed with composition shingles The
corners of the shdter are bevded and have smdl ssgmenta arched niches. Low sonewalls connect the comers with the
exception of the west elevation, which isleft open. Indgde the shdter, low gone benches are located dong the north and
south walls. Thefloor of the sheter iscomposed of hand-hewnflagstonewith an octagond medadlion in the center. The
shdter isaooessad by an exposad aggregate concrete walk and is surrounded by towering pecan and ok trees. Itis till
visble from the vista. By including this shdter, the Fort Worth Botanic Garden is being nominated as a discontiguous
digtrict. The shdter is counted as a contributing Sructure.

Other Noncontributing Resour ces
Four Seesons Garden

North of the Horseshoe isthe Four Seesons Garden. Asitsname implies, it iscomposad of plants representing the seesons
of theyear. It isorganized around a central meandering exposad aggregate concrete sdewak. Congmcted in 1995, the
garden digplays adelightful collection of annuds, perennids, trees and shrubs. These include bedsof irises, daylilies,
camdlias, azdess, hallies, Indian hawthom, columbine, dwarf nandina, and crepe myrtles. It iscounted asa
noncontributing Ste due to insufficient age

Birth of Love Sculpture

North of the Ovd Rose Garden isalarge circular bronze sculpture. Birth of Love, designed by Michadl Paviovsky (b.
1957) of Dover, Dlaware. Pavlovsky received a Magter of Fine Arts degree in Sculpture from the University of North
Texas The piece was commissioned by the Moncrief Endowment Fund and was dedicated in 2001. Thissculptureis
counted as anoncontributing object due to insufficient age

South Entrance Gates

The gatesflankingthe entrance to Rock Springs Roed from University Drive were dedicated in 1965. Designed by local
architects William O'Neal, Edward Jackson, Richard W. Campbdl, and Robert G. Adams, they were agift to the Botanic
Garden from the Garden Club Council of Fort Worth. Contributors to the project included the Amon Carter Foundation,
Coca-Cola Bottling Company, Texas Electric Sarvice Company, Acme Brick Company, and severd individua donors.

The gatesoriginaly congsted only of the masonry units constmcted of atan brick and concrete. They are composad of a
brick planting bed a the bese and awater feature rising above it. From the edge of the water featurerises atall brick shaft
with avertica concrete pand in the center. Sugpended from the pand are ornate brass lantems, a gift of Montgomery
Ward and Company. The lantems were taken from the company's building & 2600 W. 7™ Streel. congmcted in 1928. The
metd gateswere indalled in 1979 and can be usad to block Rock Springs Road. Only the south gate iswhhin the
bounderies of the nominated property, and it is counted as a noncontributing object due to insufficient age
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Metal Fence
A tal meta fence similar in design to the metal gateswes ingtaled around the perimeter of the Botanic Garden asa
security meeaure, €. 1979. Only that portion of the fence within the boundaries of the district isincluded in this

nomination and counted as a noncontributing object.

It should be noted that Rock Springs Road formerly extended from the South Entrance of f of University Drive to the

acoessroad dong the south Sde of the Botanic Garden. In an effort to iminate traffic using the Rock Springs Roed es a

short cut from University Drive to the acoess road, the south end of the street was daosed of f near the Municipal Rose
Garden in 1975.

The Fort Worth Botanic Garden is an excdlent example of a designed landscgpe, retaining both the formal and informal
treatments originally desgned by the landscgpe architecture firm of Hare and Hare. It haes undergone some dterationsand

additions of other garden and plant dements. But these changes do not detract from the original design intent and

represent the evolving nature of gardens and designed landscapes The Fort Worth Botanic Garden retains ahigh degree

of integrity of desgn, location, setting, feeling, materids, workmanship and association.

Proposad Contributing Resour ces

Map Key Name of Resource Location Date of Type
Construction
1 Trails, Water features, etc. Rock Sorings Area 1929-1931 Ste
2 Comfort Station Rock Sorings Area c. 1933 Building
3 Pump house Rock Springs Area c. 1952 Structure
4 Overlook shdter Municipa Rose Garden 1933 Structure
5 Overlook platform Municipa Rose Garden 1933 Stmcture
6 Rose ramp Municipa Rose Garden 1933 Structure
7 Parterres, walls, piers, etc. Municipa Rose Garden 1933 Ste
8 Large Pod Municipa Rose Garden 1933 Structure
9 Ead Vida Municipal Rose Garden 1933 Ste
10 Codonnade Municipal Rose Garden 1933 Stmcture
1 Ova Rose Garden Municipa Rose Garden 1933 Ste
» Gazeho Municipa Rose Garden 1933 Structure
13ad Ovd Rose Garden Portas Municipal Rose Garden 1933 Structure (4)
14 Cactus Garden Walk Cactus Garden to Ovdl Roe c. 1935 Structure
Gaden

15 Greanhouse Garden Center Area 1950 Stmcture
16 Hors=shoe Hors=shoe 1954 Ste
17 Ead Vista Shdter Trinity Park 1933 Structure
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Proposed Noncontributing Resources

Mep Key Name of Resource

18 Cectus Garderv/Perennid
Gaden

Four Seesons Garden
Garden Center/Rock Springs
Building

Fragrance Garden

May Daggett Lake Marker
Ran Water Harvest Tank
Birth of Love Sculpture
South Entrance Gate

Metd Fence

BRRNRBRR BB

Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

Location Date of

Constmction

Cactus Garden c. 19331935

North of Horseshoe 1995

Gaden Ceanter Area 1934, 1950,
1955,1980

Garden Canter Area 194

Garden Center Area 2001

Garden Center Area 2001

Near Ovd Ros=e Garden 2001

South Entrance 1965, 1979

Along University Drive and c. 1979
aooess road

Type
Ste

Ste
Building

Ste
Object
Smcture
Object
Object
Object
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

APPLICABLE NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA

_X_ A PROPERTY ISASSOCIATED WITH EVENTS THAT HAVE MADE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE BROAD
PATTERNS OF OUR HISTORY.

B PROPERTY ISASSOCIATED WITH THE LIVES OF PERSONS SIGNIFICANT IN OUR PAST.

_X_ C PROPERTY EMBODIES THE DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF A TYPE, PERIOD, OR METHOD OF
CONSTRUCTION OR REPRESENTS THE WORK OF A MASTER, OR POSSESSES HIGH ARTISTIC VALUE, OR
REPRESENTS A SIGNIFICANT AND DISTINGUISHABLE ENTITY WHOSE COMPONENTS LACK INDIVIDUAL
DISTINCTION.

_ D PROPERTY HAS YIELDED, OR ISLIKELY TO YIELD, INFORMATION IMPORTANT IN PREHISTORY OR HISTORY.

CRITERIA CONSIDERATIONS: N/A

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE: Landscape Architecture Entertainment/Recr eation
PERIOD OF SIGNIFICANCE: 1929-1954

SIGNIFICANT DATES: 1929-1931, 1933, 1950-194

SIGNIFICANT PERSON: N/A

CULTURAL AFFILIATION: N/A

ARCHITECT/BUILDER: Hare and Hare, landscgpe architects; R. C. Morrison, City Foredter;
Recongtruction FHnance Corporation, builder; Civil Works Administration,
builder; Works Progress Administration, builder; William Porter, Sonemason
(c. 1933); Robert P. Woltz, J., architect (1949-1955)

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (S continuation shegts8-16 through 8-40).
9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES

BIBLIOGRAPHY (S continuation sheat 9-41-9-44).
PREVIOUS DOCUMENTATION ON FILE (NPS): N/A
__preiminary determination of individua listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested.
_ previoudy listed inthe National Register
_ previoudy determined eligible by the National Register
_ desgnated aNationa Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #
_recorded by Higoric American Engineering Record #
PRIMARY LOCATION OF ADDITIONAL DATA:
X Sate historic preservation office (Texas Historical Commission)
_ Other gate agency
_ Feded agency
X Local govemment {Fort Worth Botanic Garden; Parks and Community Services Department, City of
Fort Worth; Fort Worth Public Library
X University (Western Historical Manuscript Collection, University of Missouri-Kansas City)
X Other — Specify Repository: (Fort Worth Garden Club, Inc., Fort Worth, Texas)
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Statement of Signiflcance

The Fort Worth Botanic Garden is eligible for the National Regider of Historic Flaces a the national levd of significance
under Criterion C, in the areaof Landscape Architecture, as an excdlent example of adedgned landscgpe and as one of
the first municipa rose gardens edablished in the southern half of the United States The garden’'s mogt outstanding
historic feature, the municipa rose garden, was congmcted in 1933 and featured over 6,000 rosss of morethan 100
varieties. The noted landscgpe architecture firm of Hare and Hare of Kansas City, Missouri, designed the Rose Garden in
aformal gyle influenceby Italian and French formal gardensof the 16 through the 18* centuries. Viewed from an
overlook thet isan integra part of the overall design, the garden is a stunning arangement of such dassicd features asa
water cascade and terraces, all of which are congmcted of Pao Pinto sandgone Geometrically shaped beds, or parterres,
areflection pool, and apond are d<o integrated within the design. Extending from the formal garden isalong vista
between gands of treesand shrubs. Together with the water gardensand paths located south of the rose garden, these
festures combine to create acontrasting informal trestment, another feeture of the Renaissance garden. The Fort Worth
Botanic Garden isd<0 eligible for the Nationa Regiger & the date leve of significance under Criterion A, in the area of
Entertainment/Recreetion, as the first municipal botanic garden esablished in the Sate of Texas, and as an environment to
which Fort Worth resdents and other visitors fiock for inspiration, knowledge, and enjoyment.

The Originsof Fort Worth and Its Public Parks

Much like the city itself the location of the Fort Worth Botanic Garden is strongly tied to its geographica characteridics
The city lies on the edge of the Eagem Cross Timbers, noted for itsrolling terrain and sands of blackjack and post oaks
The Clear and the West Forks of the Trinity River converge below a bluff upon which the town's nemesske military
outpost once s=t. The Fort Worth Botanic Garden is located just west of the Clear Fork and was the site of three naturd
Forings and dands of nativetrees.

Major Ripley Amold originally established Fort Worth in 1849 beow the bluff near the confluence of the two forks of the
Trinity but rdlocated it on top of the bluff for drategic purposes The military abandoned the fort in 1853 but the
community that hed grown up around it remained. In 1856, Fort Worth becamethe sset of Tarrant County and in 1873,
the town wes incorporated. Following the arrival of thefirst railroad later that decade, the city soon became a
manufacturing and trangportation hub in North Centrad Texas By 1890, its population had grown to 23,076.

The first purchase of land for park use occurred in 1892. That year, the city bought 50 acres of land south of West 7+
Srest and gtraddling the Clear Fork of the Trinity River from Robert McCart and William Cagpps for $20,000. The 31.5
acreson the wes d9de of theriver became City Park and the acreege on the east Sde was used for the Holly Water
Trestment Plant. A privatecitizen. Will M. Cobb deared the land and planted the first flower beds A proper park sysem
and ameans of managing it was not developed until the early yearsof the 20™ century.

In 1907, Sam Davidson, Commissioner of Public Grounds, Strest and Alleys gppeded to the Fort Worth Federation of
Women's Clubsto assg with improvements to City Park. In regponse, the Federation raised money for the erection of a
$550 gete. In 1908, a Park League compasad of club women and other interested citizens was formed. The Lesgue
persueded the noted landscape architect George E. Kesder to visit Fort Worth and entered into a contract with him to
prepare apak mader plan for the city. In December, Mrs. A. W. Grant, presdent of the Park Leegue, gppeared beforethe
City Commission asking for an appropriation of $1,500 to pay Mr. Kesder's fee. The Commission voted unanimoudy to
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gopropriate the money. 1n 1909, under anew city charter, the mayor gppointed three men to serve on the Fort Worth Park
Board. This board was invested with the authority to acquire parkland, hire staff, and generdly overssethe operation of

the City's parks”®
George Edward Kesder, Landscape Ar chitect

George Edward Keder (1862-1923) had awedth of experience in park planning by the time he began working with the
Fort Worth Park Board. Born in Bad Frankenhausen, Germany, he came to the United States with his parentsin 1856
where they first settled in Hoboken, New Jarsey, and later moved to Ddlas, Texas. Following his father'sdegth in 1878,
Keder retumed to Europe with his mother and his Sgter. While there, he sudied botany, engineering, and landscape
gardening for three years, and he then goent ayear Sudying the civic desgn of maor European cities before retuming to
the United Siatesin 1882.

For afew months Kesder worked as a gardener in Frederick Law Olmgaed's Centrd Park and then became heed gardener
for railroad station gardensof the . Louisand San Francisco Railroad. Following residentid commissons in Kansss
City, Missouri, Batimore, Maryland, and Cleveland Ohio, Kesder's reputation grew throughout the Midwest and he was
hired by the Kansss City Board of Park Commissioners in 1890 to design aplan for parksand boulevards. With the
uooess of this project, Kesder recaved commissons for park and landscgpe projects such as Fairlawvn Cameey in
Oklahoma City (1892), the park sygemsin Memphis, Tennessse (1900), Indianapolis (1905), Syracuse, New Y ork (1906)
Cincinnati, Ohio (1906), Denver, Colorado (1907), Oklahoma City (with W. H. Dunn, 1910) and Dadllas, Texas(1910) as
well &s the St. Louis World's Fair in 19044

Under Keder, Fort Worth's City Park was renamed Trinity Park and the park sysem was quickly expanded with the
acquidition in 1909 of the origina 70.85 acresof Forest Park, located south of Trinity Park, and 1159 acresfor Sycamore
Pak inesdt Fort Worth. Pat of Kesder's plan cdled for the linkage of Sycamore, Trinity and Forest parkswith a
parkway. Over the next 15 years, land was acquired for the creation of numerous parks including Capps (1910), Hillside
(1911), Rotary (1912), Amold (1914), Paddock (1917), Bumett (1919) and Cobb (1923). By 1925, the City hed
approximately 600 acres of parkland

" Fot Warth Paks Book 1 [sorgpbook], May Dagoet Lake Library, Fort Worth Botanic Garden, Fort Worth, Texas [heredfter
referred to ss MDLL].

"'Geaorge Edwad Kede (1862-1923) Papas (KC355)," hitp:/Awehdl.umkc.edWWHMCK C/ Callections| KC355HTM  (aooessd
Sgpamba 12, 2005); Kurt Culbartson, "Keder, Gaorge Edward,” in Fionears of American Landscgpe Design: An Annoteted
Bibliogrgphy, edited by Chales A Bimbaum ad LisasE. Crowder, (U.S. Depatmant of the Interior, Nationd Pak Sarvice, Culturdl
Resources Presgvaion Assgance Divison, Higoric Landscgpe Initiative, 1993), 72.

* "Pak Sygan Madke Sat Hae in 1892 Fort Wath Sar-Tdegram (moming edition), October 20, 1949, Fort Warth Sar-Tdegram
Clippings Fle AR406-7-59-40, Soedid Collections Divison, Univerdty of Texas & Arlington, Arlington, Texes [heredter rfared to
& PWSTCF, SCDUTA]; Fort Worth Parks Book 1 Hyde Pak adtud predates Trinity Park, having been aoquired by the City in
1891 Pak officials such as Supaintendent Harry J. Adans hdd it wes nat a park in truth.” Marine Pak (1894) ad Maddox Pak
(1905) wee ealy parksin North Fort Worth when it wes a sgparate city. For detes of acquidtion of ather early parks ssee Annud
Repart of the Fort Worth Park Board, 1923, p. 31.
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Hareand Hare, Landscape Architects

Following Kesder's degth in 1923, the Park Board retained the landscgpe architecture firm of Hare and Hare of Kansss
City, Missouri, to update the megter plan for the parks in 1925. The firm of Hare and Hare was composed of Sdney J.
Hare (1860-1938) and his son, S Herbert Hare (1888-1960). Sdney J. Hare was bom in Kentucky and moved with his
family to Kansas City, Missouri, by riverboat in 1868. Although he had no formal education in landscgpe design, he did
dudy horticulture, civil engineering, geology, surveying, and photography while in high school. From 1881-1896, he
worked in the city engineer's office in Kansas City. It was during thistimethat Hare met George Kesder, who wasthen a
landscgpe engineer for the city. Through Kesder, Hare developed an interest in landscegpe design.

Hare left his job with the city in 1896 to become superintendent of Fores Hill Cemetery, d<o in Kansas City. While there.
Hare became an authority on cemetery design. In 1901, a the Association of American Cemetery Superintendents
convention in Cleveland, Hare discussed the cemeatery as botanical garden, arboretum, and bird sanctuary. Thiswes likely
the first conversation on the subject on record. Hare put histhoughts in practice by assembling a Fores Hill ane of the
largest collections of treesand shmbs in the Midwest.

In 1902, Hare resgned from Forest Hill and st up hisown design practice. In his cemetery designs, he begen
incorporating park-like feetures such as lush lawns, groupings of omamenta trees and shrubs, lekes, curving roads ad
waks and long vigas. Hare's practice soon became quite reputable and his commissons included parks, subdivisions,
dreats and boulevards, and resdential designs. By 1910, hisson, S Herbert Hare, had joined his firm and thetwo worked
under the name of Hare and Hare. The younger Hare was admitted to Harvard's School of Architecture in 1908 ssa
Foecid gudent. Harvard's curriculum was the first in the nation for the new profession of landscgpe architecture. Under
the tutdege of Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr., hisprincipa instructor. Hare completed the course work for a mager's
athough the degree was not granted because he hed not completed the preliminary course work. Hewas one of the first
9x dudents in the United Statesto be formally trained as alandscgpe architect. The Harvard program trained modt of  the
nation's leading landscgpe architects for the next five decades!

The father-son team enjoyed a successful and prolific practice. Among their best known early works were the Country
Club Didtrict in Kansas City (1913), the park and boulevard sygem for Kansas City, Kansas (1915), and the campus of  the
University of Kansssa Lawrence (1913-1918). Asone historian hes gated, " Their trademark—uwinding roeds contoured
to naturd topography, presarvation of treesand valeys, and an eye for the scenic vida—became well established.” These
traits would be put into practice in the future Fort Worth Botanic Garden*

The firm's reputation for city planning was established with the planning of Longview, Washington, in 1922. In
collaboration with George Kesder and J. C. Nichols (the force behind the Country Club District in Kansas City), the firm
cregted an entirely new town with acentra busnessdistrict, three resdentia aress, suburban acreege and a centrd
manufacturing digtrict with two large mills. Following the death of George Kesder in 1923, the firm took over his Kansss
City, Missouri, commissions. By the end of the 1920s Hare and Hare hed awide variety of projectsin 28 gates Much of

" Cydney Millstein, "History of the Landscape Architecture Firm of Hare and Hare," WestemHistorical Manuscript Collection-
Kansas City, University of Missouri, http://mww.umkc.edu/whmcke/Hare/Har €%620history.htm (accessed April 16, 2005).

" Ibid

" 1bid

" Ibid
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S Herbert Hareswork became concentrated on consulting servicesto city planning and park commissons in such cities
& Oklahoma Cit>', Ddlas, Houston and Fort Worth.'

The younger Hare built upon Kesder's origina park plan for Fort Worth by adapting it to the neadsof a much larger city.
In 1922, the city's boundaries nearly doubled with the annexation of aress such as Arlington Heights and Mistletoe
Heights to the west and southwest. Polytechnic and Meadowbrook to the eest and Rosan Helghts, Washington Heights,
Diamond Hill and Riverdde to the north and northeadt. Its population was nearly 150,000 in 1925, over twice its 1909
population. Hare saw Fort Worth's river valeys as agrest natural asset and envisoned circling the city by avdley drive
with short connecting roads linking the edgesof thevalleys.'

Raymond C. Morrison, City Forester, and the Devdopment of the Botanic Garden at Rock SpringsPark

Not long after S Herbert Hare was retained as park consultant, the Park Board, now composad of five commissoners,
hired Raymond C. Morrison in 1926 as the first City Foredter, apostion mandated by the City Charter of 1924. Morrison
would become acentrd figurein the devdopment of the Fort Worth Botanic Garden as well as the schodl playground
development program of the 1930s ajoint venture of the Park Department and the Fort Worth Independent School
Didtrict. Morrison cameto Fort Worth from Oek Park, Illinois, after graduating from afive-yearprogram & the New Y ork
State College of Forestry a Syracuse University. Morrison bdieved thet it was important to beautify the whole city, and
not just certain goots. Anissue he thought hed received scant attention was the proper cultivation of sreet trees Heweas
quoted as saying "The dreet tree problem, because of its gpparent simplicity, has not received the amount of serious
atention which it hes neaded from experts” In his opinion, focus hed bean concentrated on planting and care indeed of
the more important issuesof design, engineering and administration. One of his first tasks was to conduct a dreet-by-
dreet cenausof the city'strees and to draft ordinances governing the planting of trees.”

But Morrison's previous experience a arboretums in the Eagt mede him esger to develop an arboretum or botanical
gaden in Fort Worth. Asearly as 1928, the Fort Worth Board of Pak Commissoners authorized Hare to devdop a
topographica survey for an areato be usad as an arboretum and municipa rose garden, the latter of which hed been of
keen interest to the Tarrant County Rose Society snce 1926. An undated newspgper article in Morrison's scrgpbook
uggests that anewly acquired 17-acretract of land west of Fores Park was being conddered for such use But work
could not procesd until funding had been gppropriated for that purpose. It was envisioned that thousands of plant
goedmenswould be grown for scientific and educationd purposes. For Morrison, the new garden would provide an idesl
opportunity to educate the public about various types of plants and trees as well as ameans of providing practical
information on the types of plants best suited for loca condhions™»

“lbid

Maodine Williams, "Naturd Beauty of River Vdleysis Greast AsH," Fort Warth Siar-Tdegram (moming edition), Jne 18, 1980,
PWSTCF, AR406-7-72-179, SCDUTA.
" Se unidentified atides "Whale City in Beauty Hans' ad "City to Teke Tree Canaus™ in the Morrison Sargpbook, phatooopy
avalable & the Mary Dagdt Leke Library, [herediter refarred to as Morrison Sarapbook].

Fort Wath Sa-Tdegram, July 23, 1972, S artide titled "City will have Modd Forest," Morrison Sargpbook. This trect of land
mey be the current location of Log Cabin Village and Bobo Woods In a disousson of municipd rose gardans aaoss the country, s
Morrison's "Fort Worth" in The American Rose Annud, 1935, pp. 153-159.
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From the inception of the idea, Morrison and Fort Worth park officials envisoned an arboretum that would someday be
equd to the Shaw Garden (Missouri Botanical Garden) in &. Louis. The Fort Worth arboretum would be the first of its
kind in Texas, but not for the lack of interest. Asearly as 1915, representatives from the Texas Experiment Stations, the
Texas Nursarymen's Association, the State Horticultural Society, and other interested parties hed advocated the
esteblishment of agae botanica garden and arboretum. In 1920, the State Botanical Garden and Arboretum Association
unsuccessfully Iobbied for the creetion of the Texas Botanicd Garden and Arboretum west of Austin dong the Colorado
River. Interesed parties in Dadlas caled for the creation of an arboretum intheat city in the 1920s"

A fina decison was madeto locate Fort Worth's arboretum in Rock Springs Park, awooded tract of land west of Trinity
Park comprising approximately 37.5 acresin the southeest comer of the Thomas White Survey. Acquired by the City in
1912, the park was named for a series of amdl gorings that flowed through the area Locdl lore daims that early traders
named John P. Lusk and Ed Terrell were cgptured by Indians a this location inthe early 1840s before the military
edablished Fort Worth. In 1868, Magjor K. M. Van Zandt operated a cotton gin & this site. The Van Zandt family
continued to own land in the immediate areaiinto the 1940s™

Kesder hed recommended the acquisition of Rock Springs in his 1909 survey of Fort Worth's park sysem. J. A. Evans
purchasad the property in 1910 for $5,000. He offered to sdll the tract to the Fort Worth Board of Pak Commissonersin
1911 for $10,000. He reduced the price to $7,500 two weeks later but becausethe tract was largely inaccessible, the Park
Board dedlined the offer. In 1912, Evans recaived parmisson from Major Van Zandt and the Texas and Pecific Railway to
have aooess to their property for aroad connecting Trinity and Forest parks as far as Stove Foundry Roed (located south

of the Rock Springs tract, now known as Vickery Boulevard). With that, aded was worked out where Mr. Evans father
would be adle to continue to live inthe house on the property rent-free, have use of grounds areedy in cultivation and
sve a6 acugtodian until the City was able to meke use of the property. The Pak Board agreed to pay Evans $7,500in
four indalments a sx per cant interest.”

Early information regarding Rock Sorings Park is not reedily available. A Chamber of Commerce Guide to Fort Worth
from 1920 provided atwo-word description of its attributes—"Native Forest." Another Chamber publication from the
following year offered afew more details. "Rock Springs Park, north of Stove Foundry Road and southwest of thecity,
dthough unimproved, contains more than 38 acresof ground of greet naturd beauty.” The Annua Report of the Fort

DdlasMorning Nens dine 15, 1915, Deoarbar 12, 1920, November21, 1924, dre 4, ad e 20, 1928,

Oliver Knight, Fort Worth: Outpost on the Trinity (Norman: Univerdty of Oklahoma Press 1953), p. 16, Fedad Wiriters Project,
Ressrch Data, Fort Worth and Tarrant County (Unpublished Manusaript [microfilm], 1941), pp. 461, 2010, Ganedogy ad Locd
Hidory Dividon, Fort Worth Public Library, Fort Worth, Texas Others daimed thet Lusk ad Terrdl's carp weas in a grove further
e of Rock Sings See Julia Kathryn Garett and Mary Dagoett Lake, editors Doan Higtoric Trails of Fort Waorth and Tarant
County (Fon Worth: Dudey Hopkins, ¢. 1949), p. 6.

Jre McAleavey, "Fort Worth Batanic Garden Rock Sarings™ Draft Nationd Regider of Higtoric Haoes nominaion. Partid oopy
inthefile"Municipd Rose GardavFort Worth Batanic Gardan” Tarrant County Higtoric Resouroes Survey, Hidaric Fort Worth, Inc,
Fort Worth, Texas
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Worth Pak Board from 1923 do listed no improvements for the park; its valuation of $11,500 was bessd soldy on the
vaue of theland.™

Condruction in the Rock SpringsArea

Work begen on the first unit of Rock Springs Park in 1929 and wes largdy completed in 1931 Thetransformation of a
truly natural setting to aman-mede interpretation of the naturd required hard work and alittle bit of ingenuity. Years
later, Morrison recdled theat the area"was one big patch of wesds when we started.” The sorings were located near the
south end of the tract within athicket of native trees, one of which isa pecan treethat is now esimated to be over 200
yearsold. Sone was usd to create naturaized walks, waterfalls, and a series of amdl pools. Workers"tried to meke a
pond where a soring had made awatering hole on a cattle trail, but it wouldn't hold water. Then we got the idea of
bringing Quean Tut, the dephant, over from the zoo and have her walk and wallow around. It packed the ground enough
D that water Sayed.” A newspgper article provided a picturesque portrayd of the work by gating, "The lakewill be filled
with every variety of water lily. Svanswill gtak the vicinity, which will be given over to picnic parties under the shade of
the towering pecan and willow treesthat surround the springs. The banks of the lake are being rock-ribbed with severd
tons of native done. A spillway has bean built to permit the excesswater from the springs to flow to the nearby channd of
the Clear Fork of the Trinity River." Plantings inthe arboretum were to begin in November 1931

Prior to the devdopment of the Rock Springs areg, few in Fort Worth were aware of this beautiful section of Trinity Park.
In an article published in Parks and Recregtion, S Herbert Hare described this first unit of the arboretum as "anaturaidtic
garden with severd smdl lakes a different levels, supplied from the sorings. Hagdone paths, someinteresting rock
trestments of sorings and lake borders, acollection of native and other shrubs, and plants suitable to the situation, all
dtracted sudden interest to this little known comer of the park."™*

In 1930, Hare and Hare produced a comprehensive plan for the entire deveopment of Rock Springs Pak that included a
formal rose garden and along vistathrough a natura grove of trees, connecting it with Trinity Park to the eest. Because of
its ambitious socope, it was feared that h would take 10 to 20 yearsto complete the project. But as thefinancial crigsof the
1930s began to degpen, acredtive collaboration between the loca Relief Board, the Fort Worth Park Board and Tarrant
County resulted inthe majority of the work being completed whhin nine months and for afraction of the edimated codt.

Fort Worth (Texas) Chamber of Commerce, Fort Worth Official Pocket Guide and Directory, (Fort Worth, Texas: The Map &
Guide Publishing Co., 1920), p. 40 and Fort Worth and the Billion Dollar Circle, (Fort Worth, Texas, 1921): 21; Annual Report of
Fort Worth (Texas) Park Board, 1923, p. 31.

" Undated nenvgogpar artide in the Morrison Scrgpbook. Svars ware introduced into Botanic Garden but after savard birds died, the
practice wes Sopped. Fort Wath Star-Tdegram, July 23, 1972 Thisartide Sates that the pond Morrison wes refarring to wes the
loms pond, aeof the amdl ponds in the grings area The Quean Tut dory hes baoome part of loca lore with modt peodle assuming
thet the dgohant wes usd to aregte the large pond assodated with the Rose Garden. S dso Fort Worth Star-Tdegram, August 8,
1931, RAWSTCF AR406-7-59-31, SCDUTA.

" S Habat Hag, "The Munidpa Rose Gaden a Fort Worth,” Parks and Recregtion 16 (Sgptember 1933): 22,
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The Rise of the Municipal Rose Garden

Landscape historian Phodoe Cutler hes defined the dassic period of the municipa rose garden inthe United Siatesas an
aa from 1927 to 1937. The first municipal rose garden in the nation was established in Elizabeth Park in West Hartford,
Connecticut in 1904. But early in the 20™ century, rose plants were not readily available, as mog were imported. The
nation did not have itsfirst major commercid grower until 1914. The domegtic cuhivation of rosssreceived abood in
1919 when Congress passed a law which saverdly limited the importation of roses Legidation uch as this and the Plant
Protection Act of 1930 encouraged athriving domestic market. Eagt Texas, particularly around the Tyler areg, became an
important supplier of roses. The boom in the rose market occurred a the same time as arevival of the Westem European
formal garden as practiced from 1400 to 1650. Characteridtics of these gardensincluded walls, water chains, fountains,
dless and paterres—a geometric patteming of grass, box hedges sand, or bedsof annuas. Rosestypically were
aubdtituted for annuds in these later gardens.”

The congruction of forma gardens coincided with the City Beautiful movement of the late 19" and early 20* centuries.
Advocates of socid reforms bdieved that by beautifying ther cities, they could inspire mord and civic virtue anong
urban populations. They a0 believed that the culture of American chieswould be devated on par with their European
counterparts as they adopted adesign idiom basad upon Beauix Artsclassciam, and that these newly-refined environments
would lurethe upper dassesbadk to the cities' historic coresto live, work, and play.~° Although many rose gardenswere
built in the waning years of this movement, the idea that such beauty spots could provide arefuge for the messes and the
more well-to-do inthe midst of the economic criss of the 1930s surdly crossad the minds of city planners and leeders

Anather factor in the rise of the popularity of rosesand the public rose garden was the advocacy and leedership provided
by J. Horace McFarland (1859-1948). A printer by trade, McFarland published mog of the nation's nursery catdogsa
that time. But he also was the founding presdent of the American Civic Association, the foremnner of today's American
Panning and Civic Association, through which he championed such causes as the saving of Niagara Falls and the crestion
of the Nationa Park Service. McFarland aso was an accomplished rose grower and authored or co-authored four books
on rosss, and he edited The American Rose Annual, thejoumal of the American Rose Society (ARS), and its other
publications. Initially, the ARSwas an association of commercial growers, but by the 1920s its membership was largely
composed of amateur rosarianswith asmaler contingent of breedersand landscgpe professionds. Affiliated groups of the
ARS formed throughout the country. The local chepter in Fort Worth wes the Tarrant County Rose Society. '

McFarland became president of the American Rose Sodiety in 1930 and from this platform he was ade to combine his
interest in public infrastructure improvement with his persond passon for growing roses Throughout the 1930s the
American Rose Annual reported on the status of public rose gardens acrassthe country. For many of these communities.
Fort Worth included, the actudl construction of apublic rose garden was accomplished through the assgance of federal
relief programs The stuation in Fort Worth was unusud inthat its Rose Garden and other dements of the Botanic

" Fhodoe Cutler, "The Rise of the American Municipal Rose Garden, 1927-1937," Sudies in the Higtory of Gardans and Desgned

Landscgpes 25 (Auly-Segptember 2005, Number 3): 202

~° "The City Beautiftil Movement," http://xroads.virginia.edu/~cap/CITYBEAUTIFUL/city.html, (Accessed May 28, 2008).
Ibid
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Garden were congructed with the overlapping relief programs of Herbert Hoover's administration and Franklin Ddano
Roosavdt's New Ded ™M

The Tarrant County Rose Society wis very active in the initial conception and construction pheses of Fort Worth's
Municipal RoseGarden. Originally, the organization consdered raising money for the garden's congtruction through
goped s but hedtated to do 9 because of the Depression. Shortly after the nearby Arlington (Texas) Municipa Rose
Garden recaived a$1,000 award from Woman's Home Companion's Municipal Rose Garden Competition, Mr. Jewd P.
Lightfoot, the chairman of the Recongtruction Finance Corporation's (RFC) Relief Commiittee in Tarrant County, "offered
to the society the RFC labor for the Rose Garden.” Mr. Lightfoot, himself arose enthusiast, was the husband of the
society's seoretary. Many assumed that Mrs. Lightfoot was influential in her husband's decision to offer the use of relief
labor in the condruction of the garden. Whatever the casg, it was gpparent that directly or indirectly, the Tarrant County
Rose Soceaty played alarge role in finally getting the Rose Garden off the drawing board and into redlity. »

At itsmesting of February 21, 1933, the Fort Worth Pak Board thoroughly discussed the matter of using RFC labor for
the congtmction of the Rose Garden. City Forester Morrison esimated that the cost of materids such as grave, lumber,
drain tile, water pipe, cement, and done—as well as the redignment of the road—would cost $685. The board
unanimoudy agreed that the work should gart immediately under Morrison'sdirect supervision, with all expenditures to
be gpproved by the board before they were made. Pak Superintendent Harry J. Adams was ingructed to ensurethat no
other matters interfered with Morrison'swork on the Rose Garden™

Dedgning the Municipal Rose Garden and the East Vista

An undated letter written by S Herbert Hare to Morris E. Bemey, presdent of the Board of Pak Commissoners, reveds
someof the give and take between Hare, the Park Board and staff and the Tarrant County Rose Society conceming the
design of the Municipal Rose Garden. The Rose Society inhially hed been assgned aplot of land for its use within the
propossd garden but wanted a bigger role inthe garden's overal devedopment and maintenance. Hare acknowledged the
interest displayed by the Rose Society and stated that he would be glad to do what he could to cooperate with their activity
and added, "I dso gppreciate being consulted regarding the metter, as| an very much interested in the suooess of thisrose
garden.” This letter, dong with apreliminary plan for the garden dated April 1930, indicates thet the trelliswak and the
ova rose garden were initially planned as annud and perennid gardens. Hare and Morrison hed discussed the option of
changing the use of the ovd-shaped perennid garden to that of asupplementary rose garden. Hare saw no ham in this
idea. Hewrotethat the "generd form of this goecewill lend itself to such treetment, and we are now studying the detailed
design of the area” Hare went on to explain:

There may be somequestion &s to the exact location of this oval on the ground, as we have it located on
our sketch inrelation to the topographical survey which we have ance determined isa leedt partialy
incorrect. In grading the goece out for this oval garden, it can be cut on the upper 9de and filled onthe
lower, 0 asto get the samegenerd pitch from west to eedt as that inthe main garden. The exact devation

Ibid. For example s2 Rabat Pyle, "More Municipd RoseGadans™ Ameican Rose Annud, 1931, p. 15,

Hdly Bradey Hampton, "The Fort Worth Municipd RoseGarden" The American Rose Magazine (denuary-Feoruary, 1934): 910,
Cutler, "The Rise of the Ameaican Municipd Rose Garden, 1927-1937," 208.

Minutes of the Meding of the Board of Pack Commissonars Feruary 21, 1933, p. 178 ad March 7, 1933, p. 180. Fhatooopy of
the minutes ae located in amisodlaneous file"1935" & MDLL.
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in the north and south direction will haveto be determined in connection with the profileof the
connecting path, which will be trested with rose arches It ssansusdess to try to determine thisfrom the
topographicd information we have™

Harés preiminary concept cdled for whitewashed brick columns, but the Rose Society wanted sone columns Heare
dated that he found the gone in Fort Worth to be very unsatisfactory, but if the Park Board "[deemed it] wiseto concede
to the suggedtions of the Society, we bdieve the columns, together with the cast Sone capsand base, should be dightly re-
designed 0 asto take careof the lessfini shedgppearance of the gone” Hare said he would prepare adesign for the
arches between the two gardens once the choice of brick or gonefor the piers and wallswas made and suggested the use
of "some masonry” for thearches

The letter went on to discussthe design optionsfor the vista between the River Drive (tothe eest in Trinity Park, now
known as Old University Drive) and the Rose Garden. Morrison hed provided Hare with a concept sketch giving thevista
aformal arangement which gpparently included paved paths and formal rose beds an dement supported by the Tarrant

County Rose Society. Hare responded:

We are not opposad to aformal treetment of this gpproach to the garden, provided other conditions are
satisfactory. In the first place, we believe such aformal trestment would be unsatisfactory unlessthe paths
and the intermediate specewere graded to aperfectly tme grade, preferably with adight concavity in
profile. From our recollection of the area wethink thiswould be practicaly impossible, especidly in
view of the fact that the treeswhich are retained will prevent changes of grade in places We would,
however, be glad to have more information on the subject. 1nthe sacond place, we were wonderingif it
would be possible to ge the straight pathsthrough the areaand till miss the treeswhich have been
retained. Of course, we have not ssn the vista dnce it was deared ™

Hare did gatethat if it became difficult to pursue the formal scheme, he saw no harm inusing "lessformal types of bush
roses' dong the edgeof the woods on ether d9de of the visa—athough shade from the trees might be an issue—but that
climbing roses on trellises would not work, nor would the use of Polyantha roses (rosesthat produce dugers of flowers),
hut "that there would be plenty of room in the main rose gardens to display the Polyantha Rosssas well as dl of the types
of climbing roseswhich are suitable under the conditions down there” To Morrison'ssuggesion of usngflagstonewaks
in the gpproach between the River Drive and the Rose Garden, Hare replied, "This would certainly be picturesque, but we
doubt whether it would be as practica, either from the sandpoint of walking or expense as the use of crushed gravd with
board edging, as adopted in other parks." Hare concluded that he would be willing to make atrip to Fort Worth to settle
the questions of the exact location of the roseova ad its grade, the grade of the walk between the two gardens, and the
choice baween aformal or informal gpproach between the River Drive and the Rose Garden, "dl of which could be
decided onthe ground allittle more satisfactorily." Inapogstscript. Hare added that he was enclosing

" Undded leterfromS Hebat Hareto MorrisE Bamey, Presdat, Board of Pak Commissonars Mary Daggett Leke Pgpas
[herediter refarred to as MDLF], Saies V, Bxx 6 3, Fort Worth Pak Board—Corregpondanoe—1926-1944. Actudly, thisis nat an
origind aopy of the letter as it isnat on Hare and Here letterhead, but gopears to be a aopy that Mary Deggatt Lake typed for her own
files. Seeplan daed April 1930, Project #27-0062, Hare and Hare Callection KC206, Wetam Higoricd Manustipt Collection,
Universty of Missour-Kansss City [herediter refared to as Hare ad Hare Collection).

Undated |etterfromHare to Bemey.
"lbid
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aprint of our origina layout showing agudy for aformal gpproach drawn to scde. The proportions of
this gpproach seam to be satisfactory in plan. In checking the area of rose beds in the two gardens, we find
there isroom for 7,000 roses, figured a an average spacing of oneand one half feet. This does not
provide for any roses aong the path between the two gardens, or on the proposed formal gpproach from
the River Drive/™

The design was badicdly finalized by June 2, 1933, as that isthe date of the drawing usad as an illustration of the garden
in numerous publications. The concept that was finally sdected included a shelter a the west end of the garden (which it
wes thought might eventually be replaced with a conservatory). The shdter overlooked aterrace of diagondly-crossng
ramps and awater cascede The view was ingpired by the garden & the French paace & Versallesand the water cascede
and ramp by the Villa Lante & Bangaia, Italy, which Hare had visited previoudy. The terrace terminated & a amal
reflecting pool surrounded by parterres that then led to dairs to gravel pathways circling alarger pond. Beyond the pond
to the eedt was a long vista between naturdized dandsof trees. The vista, nearly 800 in length, terminated with a small
shdter house The plan dso included the ova rose garden which was located on a north-south axis extending from the
smdl reflecting pool and connected to it by along wak over which trellises were erected, creating along promenede that
became apopular place for visitorsto stroll, eaming it the name "Peacock Alley."

Hare had used asimilar ramp and water cascade in 1926 for his garden design for Villa Philbrook, the esate of Mr. and
Mrs. Waite Phillips in Tulsa, Oklahoma (now the location of the Philbrook Art Museum), athough the Philbrook garden
wes not designed as arose garden. The Philbrook desgn dso included ajuxtaposition of forma gardenswith a naturd
wooded aren, acharacteridtic of the 16"-century Italian Renaissance garden. Philbrook’s vista terminates with a amdl
"Temple of Love," whereas Fort Worth's vigta terminates with asmdl rugtic shdter.

Hare and Hare was d<o the designer of the municipa rose garden & Loose Park in Kansas City, Missouri. Conceptsfor
both the Kansas City and Fort Worth gardenswere initially developed around the sametime, dthough the Kansss City
garden ws built over aperiod of yearsfrom 1932 to 1937, and they share some design features. Both gardens have an
ova rose garden, and the Kansas City garden hes donetrellises smilar to the onesa Fort Worth; however, indeed of
leeding to the ova garden, a Kansas City the trellises actualy encircle it. The Kansas City rose garden isnot negrly as
large as the Fort Worth rose garden and it does not have a rose ramp or water cascade A shdter with pergolas was added
to the Kansss City garden in 1937. °

With the final design of the Fort Worth Municipal Rose Garden, the Tarrant County Rose Society got hs wish of usng
done in the constmction of the Rose Garden. Whether the use of the reddish-brown Palo Pinto sandgtone versus the
"unsatisfactory™ Fort Worth sone was an effort to gopesse Hare, one can only guess Hare's preference for eninformal
gpproach dong the vigta between the River Drive and the Rose Garden was kept. Describing the formality of the Rose
Garden with the informality of the vista, Morrison later wrote, "The monotony of straight lines in the formal design [of
the Rose Garden] is offset by its interesting pattems and exceedingly pleasing proportions. And where the formal medts

Ibid
" Hare, "The Munidpad Rose Garden & Fort Worth," 23.

Kathryn McKnight, "People and Heoesin the Higory of Landscgpe Architecture in Oklahomd' in Of the Earth: Oklahoma
Architecturd Hisory edited by Howard L. and May Ellen Meredith, Vdume X111, The Oklahoma Saies (Oklahoma City: Oklahoma
Hidoricd Sodety, 1980): 115118, S d0 projects#26-0051 Villa Philbrook for Mr. and Mrs. Waite Phillips, Tusa, Oklahoma ad
#27-0014 Jroab L. Loose Pak, Kansss City, Missouri, Municipd Rose Garden, Hare and Hare Collection.
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the informal, there is no sudden boundary line, but a delightful fading avey of the one and the gradud dominance of the
other." Creeting the vista necesdtated the remova of sometrees Years later Hare recaled, "It hes such an interesting
setting. But | can still heer the protests when we cut down the treesto provide that vista from the rose garden down to
Univergity [Drive]. | was about reedy to leave town then for good."

Building the Rose Garden

Condruction of the Rose Garden began in Febmary 1933. It had bean assumed that the congruction of the Rose Garden
would take yearsto complete, but Lightfoot's"offer” of the use of RFC labor resulted in its completion, minus the actua
planting of the rases, within nine months. The use of RFC labor for congtruction projects was a novel conogpt a this time.
Previoudy, those on relief werejust given vouchers for food. Lightfoot thought that if the men worked for assgtance, it
would not only regpect their dignity and sanseof self-worth, but would aso result in the constmction of a worthwhile
project that would be of permanent benefit to the city. Of further benefit to the constmction of the garden was Tarrant
County's contribution of the use of various equipment.

The areawhere the Rose Garden wias to be built was swampy and filled with weeds. The upper rose garden ws built into
the 9de of aamadl hill, but approximately 10,000 yards of soil was brought into make the lowlands ussgble For the
congruction of the shdters flagstonewaks, sairs, walls, trellises, and other architectura details, nearly 4,000 tons of
Pdo Finto sanddonefrom Millsap, Texas, located west of Fort Worth, was hauled to the site. The work was very labor
intensive as all of the rock weas cut by hand. Working two daysawesk in shifts of 40 to 50 men, common laborers were
trained under the supervison of asmal number of skilled Sonemasons.

Before the Depresson, these sonemasons would cam between $12 and $18 aday, and carpenters on the project
previoudy were paid $12 aday. In an article published in The American Rose Annual, Morrison proclamed thet the result
was "atruly plessng work of art ... . Although these men were paid only $2 aday [in the form of amed ticket], they
were mod enthusiagtic intheir work from beginning to end. On severd occasonswhen relief money had been exhauded,
the men donated as much as two day's labor a one timeto complete certain phages of the projects.” Work sopped for a
short time in Augus when all RFC relief fundsin Texaswere withdrawn, partially as a meansof limiting the use of RFC
labor to only those projects of permanent congtruction. Funding resumed after Sate officials were mede aware of the
importance of the garden project to Fort Worth and the men who were employed there. By the time the Rose Garden was
completed, gpproximately 750 men had worked on the garden.”

According to a newgpaper article from 1964, William Porter (c. 1862-1951) sarved as the superintendent of gonework and
masonry for the congtruction of the Rose Garden. Porter learned his trade as an gpprentice sone cutter in Seddia,
Missouri, and perfected his craft cutting and laying Sonefor piers and bridges aong the Missouri-Kansas- Texas (Katy)
Ralway as he made hisway to Texas. He worked on buildingsin Waco and then arrived in Fort Worth in the early 1900s
In Fort Worth, his projects included the old First National Bank, the old Fort Worth National Bank, the Farmers and
Mechanics National Bank, granite work in Burk Bumet Pak and the entrance pylons to Elizabeth Boulevard. He dso was
the foreman for the sonework on the Sn Jacinto Monument. Other jobs took him to Ddlas, Sen Antonio, Breckenridge,
Haskdl and even out of gate. Porter was known for adding persond or whimsical touchesto hiswork. He is credited with

" R C. Marrison, "The Fort Worth Batanic Gardan” Holland's: The Magazine of the South (Sgatember, 1935): 20; Williams,
"Naurd Beauly of River Vdleysis Gregt AsH."
" RC. Marrison, "Fort Worth," American Rose Annud, 1935, p. 159, Hampton, "The Fort Worth Municipa RoseGarda” 10,
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creating the Texasshaped donein the walk by the shdter above the Rose Garden. In the center of the shdter, he laid out a
large gar, representing the famed Lone Star of Texas, and nearby st acircular-hewn stone representing “the world of
which Texas was apart.’

In addition to the creation of the rose garden and the vidta, other work included cutting a mile of nature trails through the
trees on @ther 9de of the vista. Thetrailsand open goaceswere intended to provide individuals and organized groups
auch as Girl and Boy Soouts the opportunity to study nature and to use the garden and arboretum as an outdoor leaming
library, aconcept that was frequently referenced in promotions of the garden as awhole. Rugtic benchescut from large
treeswere intergpersed throughout for the convenience of the visitor. Other rustic trestment included fences and a leest
one wood bridge. Also included neer the eest end of the vista, before reaching the smal shdter house, were two large
wrought iron dandardswith iron lanterns said to be "relicsof early Fort Worth." &

Dedication of the Municipal Rose Garden

In celebration, the new arboretum and unplanted Rose Garden were dedicated on October 15, 1933, in atwo hour
ceremony. Musical sdlections were provided by the Masonic Band, the Fort Worth Symphony Orchestra, and J. J.
Patterson, who sang acomposition written especidly for the occasion by Miss Jeenette Tillet, Presdent of the Fort Worth
Consarvaory of Music. Dr. AnnaGreve, Chairman of the Program Committee and arose enthusagt hersdlf introduced
Mrs. Henry B. Trigg, presdent of the Southwest Region of the Nationa Council of Garden Clubs. Other goeskears
included City Councilman Sam Calloway, Jewe P. Lightfoot, and Pak Board President Morris E. Bemey. Raymond C.
Morrison gooke briefly and regretted the fact that 3o many of the laborers who congructed the garden could not attend
because they lacked attire deamed appropriate for such an occasion. S Herbert Hare was unable to attend the event but
st aletter reed by Park Board Secretary Margaret McLean. She ws followed by Park Superintendent Adamswho in
tum wes followed by Hally Bradley [Mrs. Irdand] Hampton, President of the Tarrant County Rose Society. Mrs.
Hampton introduced J. Horace McFarland, presdent of the American Rose Society, who gave the dedicatory address
Noting the chalenge of procuring rosesfor the garden, McFarland told the audience, "'Y ou can have this garden as your
gaden if you careto meke it yours. Don't dand off and say 'they,’ but hdp plant and develop it and sy 'we.™

A dedicatory plague was to have been unveiled a the ceremony but its delivery was delayed. 1t was placed dong the dairs
from the overlook to the rose ramp and water cascade. The plague, which isstill present, reeds

Municipal Rose Garden
Deveoped under the direction of
the Fort Worth Park Department
Sponsored by
The Tarrant County Rose Society
With the assgtance of
Tarant County Federd Relief Committee

" Fort Wath Sa-Tdegram. March 12, 1964.

May Dagoet Lake, "Fort Worth Dedicates Its New Arboretum and Municipal Rose Garden” Southemn Hame and Garden |
(Novambe, 1933 Numbe 1): 18-19; Morrison, ""Fort Worth Batanic Gardan™ 31. The=e light dandards are now by the tria garden
located west of the Rose Garden.

" lbid.
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Commissioners Court of Tarrant County
Acknowledgement is dso mede to the artisans
and laborers who wrought the beauties of this garden and gave
of their best to a degree far exceading their monetary reward
October 15, 1933.

Even without the benefit of aplanted garden, let done blooming roses, the "completed” Rose Garden was animmediate
uccess, firring the imagination of the public, both within Fort Worth and beyond. Forester Morrison noted that the Rock
Springs Arboretum, s it was frequently called, generated a subgtantid increese in businessfor one locd photographer.
Morrison wrote, "Nearly half of the pictures taken to one photographer are of this beauty oot and an incresse in the
number of pictures taken hes been noted. Congtantly it is mmored that someone hes 'captured’ anew 'view' or hes a new
compodtion to offer to the dready big collection of picturesof the area™™”

Conflict with the Tarrant County Rose Society

Despite gopearances all was not harmonious in the creation of the Rose Garden. A month beforethe dedication, Mrs.
Hampton, presdent of the Tarrant County Rose Society, wrote a letter to the Park Board expressing the Society's
concems over such issues as the group's role in the sdlection of roses, including the placement and varieties of groupings,
and overal supervison of the garden. The Society wanted to know if the Park Board would employ aqualified rosarian,
provide day and night security for protection of the plants from theft, and the wording of and placement of the dedication
plague. In late Decamber of thet year, the Society threstened to remove its participation and itsaid in the procurement of
the roses baecause the group did not like the placement of lodense bushes around the roses as shown in Haré's plan for the
rose ramp. The Society's objection was besad on concams that the bushes could potentially goreed fungus to the rosss ad
would prevent proper air circulation around the plants. Although two of the five members of the Pak Board, Mary
Daggett Lake and Harry Vinnedge, agreed that the planting of the lodense busheswas a"Horticultural Error,” the Park
Board would not change Hare's design and infact, had dreaedy planted the bushes The Rose Society was told that it could
withdraw from involvement with the Rose Garden and concentrate on supplying plants for outlying aressof the garden.
On January 1, 1934, Mrs. Hampton responded to the Park Board's ultimatum with a Six-page letter outlining everything
the Society bdlieved the board and Mr. Hare were doing incorrectly regarding the Rose Garden. The |etter concluded thet
the "Society desply regrets to advise you that it can prooesd no further toward providing rase plants for the Garden." The
Pak Board requested the list of pledged rosesfrom the organization. The Society refused to hand over the list and
threstened to aregte a separate rose garden.

The"War of the Roses" as the controversy was dubbed in aloca newspaper, causad concem for at leest one group that
planned to donate roses to the garden. The Budness and Professona Women's Club placed a requett to verify the
location of its desgnated bed. Margaret McLean, secretary of the Pak Board, wroteto the presdent of the club dating
that itsasdgned bed wes in the lower, or oval, garden. Thisgarden would not have any border plantings. McLean further

"Vdue of Rose Gadas to City is Empheszed,”" unidentified nengogper artide dated Ocdiober 16, 1933, Marrison Sargploodk.

R C. Morrison, "Beauty and Phatogrgphy,” Southemn Hame and Garden. 1 (February 1934): 13,
" Copy of letter in Fort Worth Parks Sargpbodk, Book 1, MDLL; newgogpar atides dated Deoamber 25, 1933 ad Juary 3 ad 4,
1934 (source nat dited). Botanic Garden Scrgpbook, MDLL; LetterfromHaly Bradey Hampton, Presdant, Tarant Couty Rose
Sodety to Morris E Barey, Presdat, Board of Pak Commissonas Jauaty 1, 1934, MDLP, Saies V, Bax 6. 3, Fat Warth Pak
Boad—Caregpondae— 1926-194.
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asured the organization that " Should the lodense hedge prove injurious...the roses donated by your Club will not be
effected [9¢] a5 they will be sometwo or three hundred feet digance from the part of the garden inwhich the hedgeis to
be planted.” Satified with that response, the club procesded with its donation of 100 roses.”

The conflict continued through January 1934. On January 15, the Tarrant County Rose Society sant ancther |etter to the
Park Board accusing the board of breaching the agreament between the two bodies. Without backing down fromits
position that the placement of the offending lodense busheswould ruin the opportunity to produce "a garden in which
raoses might be grown with a perfection which would givethe garden aNation-wide reputation,” it offered a compromise.
Recognizing that "the public interest isthe dominate interest” the Society proposad that a referendum be hdd whereby the
public could vote for or againg the Board's plan. If the majority favored the Board's plan, then the Society would strive to
get the consat of dl of the parties presently committed to providing rosesto follow the Board's plan. But the Park Board
flatly regponded thet it would take over the planting and maintenance of the Rose Garden. On January 18, the Fort Worth
Star-Telegram ran an articleinwhich it reported that Arlington hed offered goace in itsmunicipal rose garden tothe
Society. With thet, the controversy ssams to have disgppeaered from public discourse and the Tarrant County Rose
Society's official assodaion with itslong sought-after municipal rose garden ended.™

Giftsto the Garden

On January 23, 1934, the Pak Board adopted a plan outlining the manner in which donations for the planting of the Rose
Garden could be acogpted. Smdll bedswere st asde inwhich the donated roseswould be planted. The nameof the donor
would be acknowledged by the placement of a metd marker bearing the neme of the donor in the gppropriate bed. The
marker wasto remain in plece for & leest three years. The Pak Department would sdect the roses and undartake dl of the
planting, cultivating and generd maintenance of the beds Hare and Hare, in consultation with local parties, prepared a
diagram of where roges should be planted bassd on color and height. Potential donors could view this diagram and know
everything from the kind of roses one would be donating, the location where they would be planted and the cogt of each
bed (plant prices ranged from nine to seventy-five cents per bush). Donations came from area nurseries, locd individuals
and organizations uch as the Busness and Professiond Women's Club mentioned previoudy. The Rotary Club of Fort
Worth donated dl of the rosesinthe colonnade. The laborers who congtructed the garden donated $70 for the purchase of
rases to be ussd dong the rose ramp™

Full-scale planting of the Rose Garden began in April 1934. According to Pak Department esimates, 200 roses were
purchassd by the workerswho built the garden, 845 were donated by nurseries, individuals, groups and organizations, and
3593 were purchesad by the Park Department for $440.24. But when accounting for the additional $258.70 in cash thet
was donated or pledged to the project, the tota cogt to the Park Department for the purchase of roseswas only $181.54. A

" LetafromMagad McLeen, Saxrdary, Boad of Pak Commissonas toMrs Jdn G. Sims I, Rresdat, Busness ad
Professond Women's Club, Jauaty 13, 1934 MDLP, Saies V, Bax 6:3, Fot Worth Pak  Boerd—Corregpondance—1926-1944.
Thisletter gopears to be anothar example of acopy thet Mary Daggat Leke typed for her own files.
* LetterfromTarant County Rose Soddy to Morris E Bamey, Presdant, Board of Pak Commissonas Jauary 15, 1934, MDLP,
Saies V, B 6:3, Fot Worth Pak Board—Correspondance—1926-1944;  Fort Warth Sar-Tdegram, Jauary 17 and January 18,
1934. Ratgss ironicdly. Hare and Hare desgned a devdagpmant plan for the Arlington Municipal Rose Garden asswell.

Minutes of the Board of Pak Commissonas Januaty 23, 1934, oopy located in amisodlaneousfile "1935," MDLL; S Hatbat
Hareto Mrs Will F. Lake letter deted April 7, 1941, MDLP, Sgies V, 6.3, Fat Worth Pak  Board—Corregpondance—1926-1944.
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sampling of the varieties planted included Mme. Butterfly, Hooder Beauty, Presdent Hoover, Columbia, Edith Nellie
Perkins, Tdisman, Martha Washington, L uxembourg, Willowmere, Red American Beauty, Pink Radiance and Pramier*"

Beddesthe community's gift of the roses numerous other donations were medeto the garden. Frank Carroll of New
Orleans donated 100 irises. Carroll was known for donating irises acrossthe country in his efforts to see if the plants
could adgpt to loca conditions. The irises were planted inabed eest of the colonnade filled whh 80 varieties the garden
dready owned. William Coates aloca collector, donated 50 varieties of water lilies. Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Suman donated
two large ums created by C. J. Sutton. The urns were placed by the gtairs leading from the parterresto the large pond. In
1938, the Mary Idham Keith Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution presented an American flag and a 30
foot flag pole. The flag pole, dong with a bronze marker & its base, was erected neax the overlook shdter.™?

More Than Just Rosss

Throughout the inception and early condtruction of the arboretum, there was much inconsistency inthe names usad to
describe this new unit of the Fort Worth park system. Hare and Hares earliest drawings for the Rose Garden referred to it
8 "Rose Garden in Rock Springs Section of Trinity Park™ or, as shown on the perspective drawing dated June 2, 1933,
"Rose Gaden inTrinity Park." For the entire unit, the name "Rock Sporings Arboretum” was used. On Decamber 18,
1934, the Board of Park Commissioners voted to change the neme "Rock Springs' to "The Fort Worth Botanic Garden
& "a more gppropriate name for this type of garden.™*

Indeed, the Botanic Garden continued to grow with new features and later expanded with the addition of more acreege
Someof thee early projects were dso completed through the use of federd relief funds. Through the Civil Works
Adminigtration (CWA), the predecessor of the Works Progress Administration (WPA), $5,000 was provided for the
purchase of materids and the construction of aHorticulture Building. Located neer the northwest comer of the property,
this small building wes &so congructed of the Palo Pinto sandstone. Within h were acombination office/library, adark
room for the devedlopment of photography work, a lavatory and tool rooms. The office hed built-in bookcagesand knotty
pine walls. The Fort Worth Garden Club provided the Early American style furniture of pegged maple. The leaded art-
dlasswindows by Fort Worth Art Glass feetured designs of rasesand wisterias. Attached to the building wes afairly large
greenhouse used for the propagation of plants for the Botanic Garden. In addition to built-in runs and propagation boxes,
the interior hed aconcrete fish pond that extended the entire length of the greenhouse. South of the Horticulture Building
was ates garden for rosssand other plants. Plants for this garden were provided by various govemment agendes and
growers as experiments to sse what varieties would adapt to thisarea™

The Horticulture Building became avital part of the Botanic Garden's misson to educate the public about plants and their
environment. The same day that the Pak Board voted to adopt the name " The Fort Worth Botanic Garden,” it dso voted
to allow the Fort Worth Garden Club to maintain a Garden Center whhin the Horticulture Building for the benefit of the

" "ummay, Rose Hanting & . Worth Arboretum,” ligt found & the bedk of the Birds and Insacts Scrgpbook, MDLL.
"City Pak Being Dressd Up with Hord Gifts," undeted newgpgoa artide in the Morrison Scrgpboodk; "Hag Presentaion
Caanoy Hdd in Botenic Garden,” Fort Warth Siar-Tdegram (moming ediition), October 13, 1938, RVSTCF, SCDUTA.
" Minutes of the Meding of the Board of Pak Commissonas Deoavba 18, 1934, aopy in a misodlaneous file "1935," MDLL.
Morrison, "Fort Worth," p. 159, Fort Worth Star-Tdegram, May 12, 1937, Batanic Garden Sargpbodk; "Garden Cater is Latest
Addition to Batanic Garden," Southemn Home and Garden (February, 1935), [copy of this artide found in a misodlaneous file,
MDLL].
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public, thefirst of itskind in Texas. Through a cooperative agreament between the Park Board, the Fort Worth Garden
Club and the Fort Worth school system, Mary Daggett Lake (who was till a member of the Park Board) was hired &s the
director of the Garden Center. After officially opening in June 1935, the Garden Center worked closdly with the school
sygem developing acurriculum that focused on the Botanic Garden as an outdoor leaming laboratory. The Garden Center
featured ssesond exhibits, monthly lectures on avariety of garden and nature-rdated subjects and offered thelibrary's
collection for the public's use In 1936, the Garden Center bacame home to the Albert Ruth Herbarium featuring a
collection of 8500 mounted and pressad plant oecmensthat the late Mr. Ruth, a scholar of Gresk and Sanskrit as well a5
a botanig, hed collected over a40-year period. When Mrs. Lake became the president of the Texas Federation of Garden
Clubs (later known as Texas Garden Clubs, Inc.) in 1939, the Garden Center dso became the home of the federation's
library, where it remained until the construction of its own heedquarters in the Botanic Garden years later. Because of
auch programs and features as these, the Garden Center received condderable attention, including being singled out in the
Augug 19338 issue of Country Gentleman as anational modd for other garden centers. F. F. Rockwel'sarticle in
particular noted that the Fort Worth Garden Center had bean built soldly for the interpretation of the Botanic Garden**

Much like the Botanic Garden, the Garden Center also benefited from laborers available through work-relief programs.
During the late 1930s and early 1940s, women employed by the Fort Worth Independent School District'sWPA library
program and the National Y outh Administration (NY A) crested over 300 scrgpbooks for the Garden Center's library on
auch subjects as garden flowers, wild flowers, naturd history, and old homes and gardens of Fort Worth and Tarrant
County. In addition, the NY A workers dso sarved as guides in the Botanic Garden./

The fourth unit of the Botanic Garden to be condructed was the Cactus Garden (later referred to as the Wildflower and
Arid Garden) north of the Rose Garden overlook shdter. 1t was built in a dgoressed areathat hed sarved as agrave pit,
the Sdesof which the congtruction crew lined with rocks to Smulate natural outcroppings. In describing the garden
Morrison wrote: "Again we havetried to produce a naturdigtic effect, 0 that the garden will be of vaue in displaying
rock work as well as the plant material.” Plants in this garden were often collected by park department employees. In
1935, the same year inwhich the garden was congtructed, L. W. Popeand Frank Parker, aong with loca cactusexpat C.
E. Papworth, mede an expedition through Wes Texas and New Mexico to gather specimensfor the garden. Thetrio
brought back 270 new plants representing 45 varieties, including four goecimens of arare variety collected a White Sands
Nationa Monument. They were planted in sharp (or building) sand in an effort to duplicate their origina growing
conditions. Pope crested a makeshift shdter over newly acquired barre cecti to acclimate them to their new environment.
In 1937, Poperecaved a permh from the Arizona Commisson of Agricuhure and Horticulture to collect "native Arizona
flora" specificaly for use inthe Botanic Garden. Heand H. J. Wade, another park employee, brought back seven large
cacti from thet date™*

Minutes of the Meding of the Board of Pak Commissonars Decamba 18, 1934; Garden Canter Annud Repart, 1939-1940,
MDLL; "Gaden Catea isLaet Addition to Batanic Garden;” Gardan Cater Annud Repart, various years MDLL; May Dagget
Leke "Fort Worth Garden Canter of Southwest’ Fort Worth Magazine (November 1950): 17, 33. Around 1950, the Albart Ruth
Herbarium wes plaoad an indefinite loen to Texas Chrigian University in Fort Worth; Fort Warth Siar-Tdegram, July 18, 1938, from
Fort Worth Batanic Garden Sargpbook, MDLL.

Gadan Cata Annud Repart, various years MDLL.

" Morrison, "Fort Warth Batanic Garden;™ 31; Fort Warth Sar-Tdegram, July 30, 1935, RVSTCF, SCDUTA,; Pamit deted Uy 26,
1987fromthe Arizona Commisson of Agriculture and Horticulture, misodlaneous file "Higory—Botanic Garden, Rior to 1960,"
MDLL.
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Between 1931 and 1936, the City of Fort Worth spent $45,957.26 on congtruction, planting, and mantenance a the Fort
Worth Botanic Garden. Thiswould have encompassed somework in the water gardens in the Rock Sporings area south of
the Rose Garden, the constmction of the Rose Garden and crestion of the eest vista, the construction of the Garden Center
and the Cactus Garden, and the purchase of plant materia. Thisamount did not include costs assodaed with eguipment
fumished by the County or funds from the variousrelief agencies Consdering that the cost of the constmction of the
Rose Garden originally was estimated to be $150,000, the savings waiss truly amazing*”

In City Foreter Morrison's opinion, the Fort Worth Botanic Garden was uniquely different from the typica botanic
garden where plants were grown as specimen plants. Morrison commented that a the Fort Worth garden

every dhrub, tree, and flower is here usad to create alandscape effect. For example, in those aress where
naturaigic effects are desired, only the native-type plants are usad. Where accents are nesded in the plan,
those plants with fagtigate forms are employed. For the mogt part, large groups of trees and shrubs are
used to avoid any possible " spotty” results, which hgppenswhen only one or two plants of a kind are st
out. Therefore, while the garden in its present dage iscomplete and lovely, the final results of our work
will be an even more comprehensive and beautiful devel opment, wherein both the formal and the

informal will be presant and happily blended.™

Continua refining of the Botanic Garden occurred throughout the decade. With the help of WPA  1abor, anew road was
congructed from Crestline Road to the Botanic Garden through Trinity Park in 1937. During the Fisca Year 1938-1939,
WPA  labor wias used to congtruct nine-tenths of a mile of hand-cut native sone curb and four bridges of cedar logs. New
varietiesof plantswere added and the soil characteridtics of bedswere changed if a particular rosedid not perform well.
Within afew years, the Botanic Garden had awide variety of plantsfrom acrassthe country and the world. Many were
st by govemment agendies as a meansof nat only expanding the collection but aso for scientific purposes to sse which
plants could adgpt to the conditionsin North Texas The U.S. Bureau of Plant Introduction sant 44 varieties of trees from
countries 9uch as Russia, China, Jgpan, Audtrdia, New Zedand, France, England, India, Manchuria, Colombia, and
Mexico. TheU. S Department of Agriculture's experiment gation in Chico, Califomia sent 54 plants, many of which hed
bemn collected in such digant places as Afghanistan, India, China, and Uruguay. The garden hed 19 varietiesof trees from
Ead Texas including shortleaf pine, [oblolly pine, beech, maple, pin oak, red oak, sweet gum, black gum, sand myrtle, and
devil'swaking stick, as well as 23 varieties of pecans In 1937, 80 new varieties of plants were added, including many
treesand shrubs. By 1939, it was edtimated that the Fort Worth Botanic Garden hed acollection of approximately 2,500
goedeswhich included 150,000 plant goecmens and 6,000 roses condgting of 100 varieties.”

City of Fort Worth, Municipa Life, 1931-1937, Fort Worth, Texas, 1937, p. 54.
** Morrison, "Fort Worth Botanic Garden,” 20.
" Summay of the Activities of the Park Departmant for the Cdendar Year 1937, p. 2, MDLP, Saies V: 68 Fot Worth Pak Board-
Ordnences Pdicy ad Reports—1913-194; Activities of Fort Worth Botanic Garden, October 1938-Ocdidbar 1939, Batanic Garden
Sargpbook, MDLL; "A Patid Lig of Trees of the Fort Worth Batanic Garden,” (c. 1938), Fort Worth Batanic Garden
MDLL; Mary Dagoett Leke, "Botanic Garden Beauty Soatdl Year," Fort Warth Star-Tdegram (moming edition), Feomaty 13, 1938
ad lda Bdle Hicks "Fort Worth's Botanic Garden is Warld-Known for Beauty,” Fort Worth Ster-Tdegram (evening edition) July
20, 1939, PWSTCF, SCDUTA.
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Promoating the Fort Worth Botanic Garden

The suocess of the Fort Worth Botanic Garden could essily be meesured through attendance. On one Sunday in 1935, it
was edimated that the garden hed 18,000 visitors. Fort Worth newgpapers frequently included editorialstouting the
garden's virtues and encouraging the publicto visit it. Visitors could register a the Garden Center and thelocal
newsgpapers often published their names or the cities from which they came. Members of other cities' park boards came to
leam from Fort Worth's example. Both Ddlas and Fort Worth pgpars covered visitsfrom Dalas Pak Board members
City Foreser Morrison became ahighly sought-after spegker and even spat consderable time in wes Texasd the
invitation of the Wes Texas Chamber of Commerce promoting parks, city beautification, and of course, the Fort Worth
Botanic Garden."

The Botanic Garden's beauty was admired by park and garden experts from acrassthe nation. In 1936, the American Rose
Society held anationd meeting in Fort Worth. J. Horace McFarland of the American Rose Society, the same man who
Fooke a the Rose Garden dedication ceremony in 1933, encouraged other Texas cities to follow Fort Worth'sleed in
establishing amunicipal rose garden. In September 1937, attendeesto thejoint convention of the American Indtitute of
Pak Executives, the American Pak Society, and the American Association of Zoological Parks being held in Fort Worth
were tregted to visitsto the Botanic Garden. According to the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, ddegates were "awed” by the
garden's features. One of the mog glowing reviews of the Botanic Garden was written in late 1936 by Adolph Kruhm, the
garden editor for the New York World-Telegram, asster publication of the Fort Worth Star-Telegram. Kruhm praised the
Foectacular vista from the upper shelter abovethe Rose Garden, the quality of the sonework, including the waterfalls and
spillways, and the labding of plants along the nature trails. He was especidly impressed whh the dedication of the
workers who built the garden and concluded his article thus:

This, briefly, relaesthe romantic gart and finish of a project that dands for a pioneering feet in the
garden higtory of westem America It isone of thefinest examples of men working together for a
common ideal. They received comparatively little for doing much. They took part in achievements as
citizens. Pat of their reward isthe satisfaction derived from sharing the enjoyment of the fmitsof their
labor with the rest of the world.

The article was accompanied by photographs of the rose ramp and overlook shelter as well as afioral pedmen from "the
outdoor library of flowers."

Among the mogt prolific writers proclaiming the garden's virtues were City Foreter Raymond C. Morrison and Garden
Center Director and Pak Board member Mary Daggett Lake. Separatdy, the duo had numerous articles published in such
periodicals as Parks and Recredtion, the Houston Chronicle, Southern Home and Garden, American City, Holland's: The
Magazine of the South, American Rose Annual, Country Gentleman, Fort Worth Magazine, and the Memphis (Tennessee)
Press-Scimitar. 1n addition, Morrison was co-author with Myrtle E. Huff of the book Let's Go to the Park, published in
1937. The Botanic Garden, dong with afew other Fort Worth park projects, was featured in the book. Mrs. Leke was the
garden pege editor for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram and wrote aweekly garden column that gppeared in thet paper, the
North Fort Worth News and other small weekly newspepers printed acrassthe city. These articles often highlighted

" Sge Mormison Sagabodk for artides rdating to his various gpeeking engegamats
" Ddlas Morning Neans Odaber 22, 1936, Fort Warth Siar-Tdegram, Sgatambar 29, 1937, (artide found in Fort Worth Batanic
Gadan Sogpbook, MDLL); Nenv Yak World-Tdegram, Decamber 5, 1936 (artide found in Morrison Scrgpbook).
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various agpeds of the Botanic Garden and the Garden Cante™'*
Sagregation at the Fort Worth Botanic Garden

Although the Botanic Garden received praises from neer and far, its beauty was not shared with all of Fort Worth's
chizens. During the period of significance. Fort Worth was a segregated city and separate parks were aregted for African
American resdents. Early parks for African-Americansincluded Loveland, Douglas, and Dixie. Thesewere later joined
by Lake Como, Bunche, and Greenway parks. None of these hed features even remotely similar to what could be found a
the Botanic Garden.

There were spedid circumgtances under which African-Americans could visit parks typically unavalable to them.
Annualy, dJune 19", commonly known as Juneteenth, was (and still is) aday of cdebration in the black community
commemorating the day in 1865 when Texas daves leamed of the Emancipation Proclamation. City leeders opened the
Botanic Garden and Fores Park—initially with the exception of the use of the swimming pool—to African-American
citizens on that day. The Botanic Garden's Garden Center provided some outreech to the African-American community
through the Negro branch of the YMCA by conducting a Sx-week course on "Omamentation of the Home Grounds.” The
Center dso furnished judges for neighborhood beautification contests.”

In 1950, areporter for the Fort Worth Star-Telegram, Maddine Williams, was given an assgnment to write afestureon
Juneteenth and to gat a photograph of black citizens a the zoo or on the concession rides a Forest Park. But indeed of
doing that, e went to city hall and asked the city attomey wheat city ordinance prohibited African-Americans from
entering "white" parks. She wes told there was no ordinance. S0 indead of doing a Juneteenth festure, Se wrote asmple
news gory quoting the city attomey as saying there was no law that barred African Americans from entering any park a&
any time. But change camedowly. In 1951, the Park Board opened the Botanic Garden, Forest Pak concesson rides, and
the zoo to "'gponsored groups of Negro children.” It would be nearly adecade later before Fort Worth parks were fully
integrated. Dr. Marion "Jack" Brooks, a prominent physician in the black community, then becamethe first African-
American gppointed to the Park Board.™

The Botanic Garden in the 1940% and 1950s

The early 1940s brought little in the way of subgtantid changes to the Fort Worth Botanic Garden. The Pak Board
atempted to obtain WPA funding for additions to the greenhouse and Garden Center but was unsuccessful. Mogt of the
expenditures for the garden were for routine orders of plants and generd repairs. Because of war-time shortages, major
projects were placed on hold throughout the park system. Jugt afew days before the country's official entrance into the
war, S Herbert Hare volunteered to decreese his fee because of the reduced workload. The Pak Board gratefiilly acogpted
his offer. Despite gas rationing, the Botanic Garden remained a popular place throughout the war. During the height of the
war, an intemationa program wes initiated, honoring various nations and their countrymen living in Fort Worth.

For a sampling of some of these artides, s bibliography.
" Fort Wath Ress Jne 9, 1945, artide in Fort Worth Parks Sargpbook, Bodk 1, MDLL; Annud Report, Fort Worth Garden Carnter,
Fort Worth Botanic Garden, Fort Worth, Texas 1937-33, MDLL.

Maodine Williams, "She Opaned Parks to Negroes” originadly published in the Fort Worth News Tribune ¢. duly 1976, reprinted in
In Old Fort Worth by Madk Williams (Fort Worth: Williams, 1977), p.17; Fort Worth Sar-Tdegram, dune 6, 1951, in the dippings
file "AfricanrAmericans 195659 Ganedagy ad Locd Higory Department, FWPL; Fort Warth Star-Tdegram, April 10, 1994,
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Countries spotlighted included Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Great Britain and Caneda. The final programwas "l Am
an American Day," sponsored by local chapters of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Colonia Dames, Sons of
the American Revolution, Daughters of 1812, the American Legion and other patriotic groups.”

In 1944, Hare began planning for the development of pos-war highway projects, especialy inregard to how they would
impact the city's parks. The Botanic Garden took adirect hit dong its southem boundary for the route of the proposed
Eag-Wes Freaway. Hare's firm crested numerous studies for the westbound aoccessramp from University Drive. The
congtruction of the ramp and freeway impacted the water gardensiin the vicinity of the comfort station (south of the large
pond), destroying a leest one pool and some trails. The congmction aso causad the natura sorings in this areato dry up.
A pump housewhich drew water from the Clear Fork was congmcted above the springs in order to feed water to the
garden's poals. It was d0 after World War [l that University Drive was rerouted through the eesem end of the Botanic
Garden. Previoudy, it hed curved to the eest and ran infront of the amal sheter inTrinity Park that provided the terminus
for the Rox=Garden Ead Vista. After it was rerouted, it savered the shdter from the rest of the Botanic Garden.™

Beddes contending with man-meade assaulits on the Botanic Garden, nature brought its share of woes, too. Theyear 1949
wes particularly hard on the garden. Heavy freezes and ice from the winter took itstoll on plants. There were dso two
floods, both of which put portions of the garden under 12-18 feet of water. Especialy hard hit were the dahlias and
gladiolas, which suffered acomplete loss. Surprisingly, mog other plants survived and the lawn actudly thrived due to the
depodgtion of top dressng from the flood. The flood did require much deanup work for the remova of oil and debris. The
waks in the Rose Garden required regraveling after being washed away."

In August 1949, the City Council authorized the ssle of $200,000 in bonds for improvements within the Pak and
Recregtion departments. Some of this funding was to be used for renovations to the Garden Center. In early 1950, Fort
Worth architect Robert P. Woltz, J., (1905-1993) prepared plans for the converson of the greenhouse into alarge
asmbly or lecture room. A new greenhouse, the superstructure of which was supplied by Texas Greenhouse Compary,
was congmcted on the west end of the Center. The greenhouse was especidly desgned for conservatory plantations,
being mostly composad of raretropical plants. A growing room a the reaer of the structure was another useful addition.
The lecture room was made available to the public free of chargeif the featured topic was rdated to the misson of the
Gaden Center.

Architect Woltz was again called upon to design an addhion to the Garden Center in 1955. The chief amsof the
expanson were to enlarge the auditorium and to provide goecefor the executive offices of the Pak Depatment. At that
time, the offices were in Rotary Park which was located a the southeest corner of West 7 Street and Summit Avenueon
the westem edge of the Central Business Didltrict. The Park Board, with the gpprova of the City Council, wanted to sl

‘N Minutes of the Medings of the Board of Pack Commissonars 1940-1941, Paks and Community Savices Departmant, City of Fort
Worth, Fort Worth, Texas See undated drawings of ramp dudies Prgject #34-0023, Hare and Hare Collection; Fort Wath Star-
Tdegram, moming addition. May 18, 1944, evening edition, e 2, 1944, axd moming edition, July 2, 1944, RASTCF, SCDUTA.
" S migdlaneous unddied drawings Project #34-0023, Fort Worth Batanic Garden, Hare and Hare Collection.
" May Daggdt Leke "All Damege to be Repared: Garden Catar hes Much to Offer Degpite Satbedks™ Fort Warth Sar-Tdegram.
Odobe 23, 1949, Clipping Fle "Pak—Badtanic Gardas[sic],” PWVPL; Annud Repart, Activities of the Fort Worth Batanic Garden,
Ocdober 1948-Octobe 1949, Fort Worth Botanic Garden Sargpbook, MDLL.

Fort Worth Sar-Tdegram, Augudt 23, 1949 ad Fort Warth Press January 20, 1950, both artides found in Fort Worth Packs Book
[, MDLL; Fort Warth Star-tdegram (moming ediition), Januery 18, 1950, PWSTCF, AR406-7-59-33 SCDUTA. The Texas
Grazhouse Campary wes founded by Woltz, en avid grower of camdlias. See Fort Worth Magazine 26(March 1951): 21.
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the park because of its location "in ahigh vadue commercid district” and the fact that it hed little use from the public. The
expanson of the Garden Center was funded from a portion of the proceads from the sde of the park. The Park
Department heedquarters moved to hs new facility in Sgptember 1955. The enlarged meeting capacity dso dlowed the
center to better sarve the many organi zations requesting to use the facility.*

Another addition to the Botanic Garden included the construction of a maze on a quarter-acre of the south sde near the
Wes Freaway aocess road in 1956. Through the use of six-foot tall yaupon holly plants, it wes besed on asimilar maze a
Hampton Court Gardens in England with the exception that the Fort Worth mare featured Sx deed-ends indeed of thefive
in the English version. Using more than 1,000 plants, the maze was constructed for $12,000. The curious could wander
through it, seerching for its center, for an admisson feeof 20 centsfor adults and 10 centsfor children. But the meze
never caught onwith the public. Two years after it opened, the Fort Worth Press reported that the only visitors ssamed to
be thosewho ventured in during the night, leaving beer cansand other trash behind them. Many of the pathways hed
become overgrown and the plants were largely neglected. The maze was removed shortly thereafter.”

Changesin Personnd

In December 1938, one of the people mogt closaly assodated with the conception and congruction of the Botanic Garden,

Raymond C. Morrison, resgned from his position as City Forester. Morrison and Eugene Carter were teaming up to sarve

as landscgpe architects for the construction of two large low-income federa housing projects in Fort Worth: Ripley

Amold Hace and Butler Flace. Morrison and Carter had worked together on the school playground development program.
Morrison laer held various poshions in the federa govemment. Hewas still aresdent of Fort Worth in 1983 and atended

the 50" anniversary celebration of the completion of the Rose Garden in October of that year. He pessaed avey in 1989

There were twelve goplicants for Morrison's position, and the Park Board hired Donald D. Obert. Obert was a member of
the American Sodiety of Landscape Architects and hed atended the Minnesota School of Forediry; he dso hed worked for
atime under Charles H. Ramsddll, alandscepe architect in Minnegpolis. He came to Fort Worth from the Nationa Park
Savice in Oklahomaand Texas, where he was the chief draftaman in the centra design officein Austin. Prior to working
for the NPS, Obert worked for Hare and Hare. Infact, it is Obert's name that gppears on the pergpective drawing of the
Municipal Rose Garden that was widely ussd in the promotion of the garden. Obert's tenure as City Foreser was marked
by both praise and criticism for the tree pruning program carried out under his supervision. In 1953, hisdutieswere
expandad to include the position of technica director for the park system. He resgned from the City in 1954 to acogat the
position of director of parksfor Long Beach, Cdifomia*™

In early Febmary, 1953, long-time Park Superintendent Harry J. Adams pesssd away. A week later, the Fort Worth Park
Board voted to change the Botanic Garden's name to the Harry J. Adams Memorid Garden in recognhion of his many
yearswith the department and his particular fondness for the garden. Although the name was usad in afew newspeper

Fort Warth Sar-Tdegram (moming ediition), February 16, 1966 and Fort Worth Star-Tdegram (evening edition), Sgaamoar 26,
1955, RWSTCF, AR406-7-59-35, SCDUTA.
" Fort Wath Sar-Tdegram, evening edition, Sgatamber 27, 1955, PVSTCFSCDUTA,; Fort Warth Press Jne 22, 1956 ad Augudt
8 1958 Clippingsfil €'Parks-Botanic Gadas [sic]," PWAL.
" "Morrison Clippings," AR406-7-112-76, SCDUTA, Fort Woth Star-Tdegram, Odiober 9, 1983,
A Fort Worth Sar-Tdegram Clippings File, AR406-7-119-147, SCDUTA.
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aticles, it never ssamead to gick and the garden isstill referred to as the Fort Worth Botanic Garden.

Besdesthe lossof Park Superintendent Adams, two other key Botanic Garden employees and advocates a o pesssd avay
within the following two years. L.W. Pope, who wis very active in the development of the Cactus Garden, died of aheart
atack in June 1954. Popewas made supervisor of the Botanic Garden in 1938. Lessthan ayear later, Mary Daggett Lake
pessed avay on March 1, 1955. Mrs. Lake was more than just agarden enthusagt: dhe gudied botany while a gudent at
Cottey College in Missouri and had served as areseerch assgant a a private herbarium for 12 years. Asan authority on
plants, $e was sought out by gardeners and park representatives acrossthe country. She was amember of the Board of
Pak Commissoners from 1928 until her passing and was dected board president in 1945. Besdes serving as the director
of the Garden Center, the board gave her the title of Educationa Director of the Botanic Garden in 1941. Setraveed
extendvedy on behdf of Fort Worth's parks, especidly the Botanic Garden. Asamember of apioneer Fort Worth family,
e wrote a higory of the city's earliest settlers. In recognhion of her many accomplishments, Texas Chrigian University
bestowed her with an honorary doctor of letters degree in 1946. Mrs. Lake did live long enough to s the Fort Worth
Botanic Garden acclaimed as an Ail-American Rose Sdections-accredited public rose garden in 1954. Fittingly, the
library a the Garden Center isnamed in her honor. More recently, her importance to Fort Worth was acknowledged with
the erection of aState Historical Marker in her neame in 2001. The marker is located on the north Sde of the Garden
Center building**

Expangon of the Botanic Gar den

Asadynamic ad popular attraction, it was only naturd for the Fort Worth Park Board to consider building on the sucoess
of the Botanic Garden through the expandon of its grounds. The earliest expanson, athough minor, occurred in 1937
when the Pak Board purchased a 2.54-acre gtrip of land adong the northern boundary of the Botanic Garden from ke Van
Zandt and others. Thisallowed for the straightening of this northern boundary as part of the park road from Burleson
Strest (now University Drive) into the Botanic Garden*

Expandon of the Botanic Garden was under condderation by the Park Board & least by the early 1940s In 1943, Hare
and Hare presented a concept drawing for the development of adjacent properties to the west and north even though the
City did not ownthem a that time. On the two tracts of land west of the entrance to the Rose Garden, the firm proposd
that the southem portion be used for a musaum. The northem portion was designated as "picturesque broken ground.”
North of the Botanic Garden, the land owned by the Van Zandt family was envisoned as awoodland areawith a curving
road mnning through it. Although the west saction was not developed in accordance with this early plan, the eventud
devdopment of the Van Zandt land did resemblethis proposa.*

For many years after the Rose Garden was congtructed, the two tracts of land immediately to the west of it continued to be
owned by the Fort Worth Cavary Club. Comprising approximately 23 acres, the property contained alarge horse dable

" Misodlaneous nevgpeper artide deted Febmaty 13, 1963 and Fort Worth Sar-Tdegram, March 1, 1953, Clippingsfile"Paks—
Batanic Gadas [sic]," FWRL.
A Unidentified nenvgogper artide dated dne 16, 194, Fort Worth Botanic Garden Sargpbook, MDLL; Fort Woth Sa-Tdegram,
March 2, 1955, agpy of artide found in miscdlaneous file "Prior to 1930 MDLL; Fort Worth Sar-Tdegram, April 4, 1964, atide
found in Fort Worth Botanic Gardan Sargpbook, MDLL.
" Fort Warth Sar-Tdegram (moming edition), January 23, 1937, RANSTCF, SCDUTA.

Se ovagzad draving dated March 31, 1943 Prgject #27-0062 Trinity Pak, Fort Worth, Texas Hare and Hare Collection.
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and ariding track. Here, Albert J. B. Beadey operated Beedey Stables, an establishment that both boarded horses and
provided saddle horsssfor rent. 1n 1946, the City of Fort Worth purchased the two tracts but they remained undeve oped
for anumber of years Approval for the development of three acreswas given in 1954. For this area Hare and Hare
included a parking lot for 50 cars. Also included was a horseshoe-shaped sidewalk leading from the road and extending
wegt to aflight of dairs. Severd conogpts were put forth regarding what to congtruct beyond the dairs including a lathe
house or a maze of hedgesin the center of which was an devated view structure. Other proposas were medefor a
fountain a this location. An octagon-shaped sdewak wes buih on the dte ¢. 1955, allowing room for afountain with a
50 diameter. A low bid of $37,109 was received for the congtruction of the fountain in February 1957. But the City
Council later baked a the cogt for this"fancy fountain” when as one councilman said "'there are 0 many pearks that don't
have even the bare necessities.™ The fountain was never built. Today, atrial garden islocated on thisSte*'

The property north of the Botanic Garden was purchasad from membersof the Van Zandt family in 1944. Containing
approximately 69 acres, the tract is heavily wooded on itseadt Sde. After taking possession of the property, the Park
Depatment did initiate some improvements in November and atopographica survey was authorized in December. A
naturaigtic setting was retained in this section with afew pathsand a culvert meandering through the trees. In 1959,
ground was broken for the congtruction of the heedquartersfor the Texas Garden Clubs, Inc—the first date garden club
headguartersin the United States. The 1-gory sone and stucco building was designed by Robeart P. Waltz, X., ad
condructed by Cain and Cain of Fort Worth. ™

More devdopments were envisoned for the Fort Worth Botanic Garden. In June 1958 Scott Fikes, who was then serving
as the City Foregter, wrote a letter to the members of the Pak Board proposing improvement and expandon plans for the
next five years. Fikes believed that athough the garden was planned beautifully, it lacked "beauty, interest, finish and the
glamour and goped an areathis Sze mug have" In outlining his gods for accomplishing this transformation, he
envisoned anew consarvatory and asmall greenhouse; acquisition of land for aJgpanese or "Oriental” Garden; plots st
addefor turf and trees, enlargement of the test garden operations; improvements to the water system, including sprinkler
and sub-irrigation lines in specified aress; the addition of fountainsor a bell tower; improvements to educationd
programs, and various operational and maintenance procedures. Many of these gods would be accomplished over the next
30 years, including a new greenhouse (1962), a Fragrance Garden for the Blind (dedicated in 1964 and located behind the
Garden Center), the Jgpanese Garden (1970), and anew consarvatory (1985-1986). Other garden aressin the vicinity of
the conservatory contained various water features and acarillon.™

The Sgnificance of the Fort Worth Botanic Garden as a Desgned L andscape

As mentioned previously, the Fort Worth Botanic Garden was the subject of much local and national attention through its
inclusion in articles and essays in newspapers, magaznes, and books inthe yearsfollowing its completion and into the
1950s. Morerecently, descriptions of it can be found in such garden guides as A Guide to Sgnificant and Historic
Gardens ofAmerica (1982) and National Geographic Guideto America's Public Gardens: 300 of the Best Gardens to

Fort Warth City Directories, vaious years bawemn 1937-1933 ad 1957, Vaious dranvings for extenson of the Batanic Garden,
Prgeat # 340023 Fort Worth Botanic Garden, Fort Worth, Texas Hare and Hare Callection; Fort Warth Sa-Tdegram (moming
edition), Fdomaty 17, 1954, AR406-7-59-34, SCDUTA; Fort Wath Press April 10, 1957, Clippingsfile"Paks—Badanc Gadas
[sic]," FWRL.

Minutes of the Medings of the Board of Pak Commissonas Novarba 7 and Decarba 5, 1944,

N LetterfromSoatt Fkesto Mambas of the Pak Board, June 26, 1958, Project #34-0023, Bax 10, Hare ad Hare Collection.
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Vigtin the U. S and Canada (199S). Over the pat 20 years, itssignificance as adesgned landscgpe hes bean eddressd
by scholars in severd publications.

Phodbe Cutler was among the first to recognize the Fort Worth Botanic Garden, particularly its Rose Garden, as an
excdlent example of the American adaptation of the formal garden during the New Ded. In her book Tre Public
Landscape of theNew Deo/ (1985), Cutler uses the garden's water cascede as anotable example of the adgptation of this
traditiona featureof the Renaissance garden. A copy of Hare and Hare's 1933 perspective drawing of the garden was
included in the book™ Similarly, Philip Pregill and Nancy Volkman included the Rose Garden in their book. Landscapes
in History: Design and Planning in the Eastern and Wegten Traditions (1999, second edition), as an excdlent example of
aforma garden buih during theNew Dedl. Both books dso used Meridian Hill Park in Washington, DC, as an example
of a formal landscepe, dthough it predatesthe Fort Worth Botanic Garden and the New Dedl. Meridian Hill Park's
dgnificance as adesignaed landscape hes bean recognized through itsdesignation as aNational Historic Landmark in
1994."

More recently, the Rose Garden in the Fort Worth Botanic Garden was usd to illustrate the "dassic period” of the
American public rose garden. In her article, "The Riseof the American Municipa Rose Garden, 1927-1937" published in
2005 in the intemationa journal Studies in the History of Gardens and Designed Landscagpes, Phoebe Cutler usd the Fort
Worth rose garden dong with municipa rose gardens in Kansas City, Missouri; Oakland, Califomia; and Tulsa,
Oklahoma, as representative of those public gardens built during a period when such forces as the rise of the popularity of
aroe culture, the influenceof the American Rose Society, and the interplay of federd involvement through work-relief
projectsresulted in the creation of numerous municipa rose gardens All four gardens were built in the forma style, often
sharing Smilar desgn features such as water chains and poals, terracing, parterres, and ova or round gardens As
discussed previoudy, the municipa rose garden in Kansas City, now known as the Laura Conyers Smith Rose Garden,
was d 90 designed by Hare and Hare. The municipal rose garden in Tulsa's Woodward Park was designed by C. Burton

Fox and encompessssa4.5-acre terraced site. Oakland's Morcom Rose Garden and Fort Worth's Rose Garden are larger
than the other two and both feature more architectura components The Morcom Rose Garden, designed by Arthur
Cobbledick and buih over afour-year period from 1933 to 1937, employs dements of Italian, French and British garden
design. The Rose Garden in Fort Worth's Botanic Garden was congtructed prior to the Tulsaand Oakland gardens ad
Cutler's article suggedts that the Fort Worth garden may have bean the impetusfor the creetion of the Tulsa garden as well
asthe ingpiration for the water cascade in the Oakland garden. Of the three other gardens included in Cutler's andysis,
only the Morcom Rose Garden could rival the Rose Garden in the Fort Worth Botanic Garden for its complexity of design
ad architectura festures™*

The use of informal design dements in the Fort Worth Botanic Garden isdso an excellent example of the American
interpretation of the Renaissance garden in the early 20" century. The vislaextending from the Rose Garden and the
Water Gardens in the Rock Springs areaprovide an intriguing juxtaposition to the formal dements of the Rose Garden. In
addition, the mgtic nature of the water features of the Rock Springs areaissimilar in design to the rugtic syleussd in
parks developed by the Nationd Park Service (NPS) in the years between thetwo World Wars. Although the extent of
Hare and Haré's involvement with the design of this area hes not bean determined, it is known that it was devd oped under

Fhodoe Cutler, Tre Public Landscape of the Nev Dedl (New Haven: Yde Univarsty Press 1985), 40,42.

Philip Pregill axd Nancy Volkman, Landscgpes in Higory: Designand Flanning in the Eagtan and Wedan Traditions ssood
adhion (New York: Jdn Wiley and Sons Inc, 1999), 685.

Cutler, "The Rise of the American Munidipd Rose Garden, 1927 - 1937:" 206-214.
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the direction of Raymond C. Morrison, City Foreder. Both S Herbert Hare and Morrison were likely aware of the rudtic
trend in park design as practiced by the NPS, and either, or both, could have applied those desgn precepts to this area

Asthefirst botanic garden established in the Sate of Texas, the Fort Worth Botanic Garden isdligible for listing in the
Nationa Regigter of Historic Hlaces under Criterion A, in the areaof Entertainment/Recregtion, a the date leve of
dgnificance. Itisd= digible for listing inthe National Register under Criterion C, in the areaof Landscgpe Architecture,
a the nationd levd of significance as an excdlent example of apublic garden desgned and developed under the
supervidon of the nationally renowned landscgpe architecture firm of Hare and Hare of Kansas City, Missouri. Its formal
rose garden, in particular, originaly called the Municipal Rose Garden, isnationdly significant as an outdanding example
of aRenaissance garden within the southem half of the United States The period of significanceisfrom 1929, the yeer
that work began to transform Rock Springs Park into an arboretum, through 1954; the latter date corresponds with the
development of the Horseshoe, the latest contributing resource within the nominated property.
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF PROPERTY: gpproximatdy 33 acres
UTM REFERENCES Zone Eading Northing Zone Eading Northing
A. 14 653520 3623280 B. 14 653520 3623020
C 14 653120 3622920 D. 14 653120 3623015

(s continuation shest 10-45)
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION (See continuation shest 10-45)

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION (see continuation sheet 10-45)

11. FORM PREPARED BY (with assstance from Rachd Lebowitz, Historian, Texas Historical Commisson)

NAME/TITLE: Susn Allen Kline, consultant DATE: June 26, 2008

ORGANIZATION: Fort Worth Botanical Society, Inc; The Fort Worth Garden Club, Inc,;
Texas Garden Clubs, Inc.; Garden Club Council of Fort Worth

STREET & NUMBER: 2421 Shirley Avenue TELEPHONE: (817) 921-0127

CITY ORTOWN: Fort Worth STATE: Texas ZIPCODE: 76109-1016

ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION

CONTINUATION SHEETS
MAPS (s continuation shest MAP-46 through MAP-48)
PHOTOGRAPHS (e continuation shest PHOTO-52 through PHOTO-66)

ADDITIONAL ITEMS: FIGURES (s continuation shest FIGURE-48 through FIGURE-51)

I'UOPKR S ()\\NKR

NAME: City of Fort Worth, Mayor's Office; Michadl J. Moncrief, Mayor
STREET «& NUMBER: 1000 Throckmorton TELEPHONE: 817-392-6118

CITY OR TOWN: Fort Worth STATE: Texas ZIPCODE: 76102

NAME: City of Fort Worth, Parks and Community Services Division; Richard Zavaa, Director
STREET & NUMBER: 4200 South Freaway, Suite 2200 TELEPHONE: 817-871-5700
CITY OR TOWN: Fort Worth STATE: Texas ZIPCODE: 76115
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UTM REFERENCES Zorne Eadting Northing Zone Eading Northing
H. 14 653020 3623015 l-. 7 653020 3623140
(i 14 653120 3623140 H. 14 653120 3623320
l. 14 653200 3623320 J 14 653580 3623080

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Beginning a the southwest comer of the intersection of University Drive and Rock
Springs Road, procead west dong the south curb line of Rock Springs Roed to apoint parallel with the west curb line of
Old Garden Road. Procead west acrass Rock Springs Road following the west curb line of Old Garden Roed to a point
parald with the south wall of arefuse enclosure. Proceed inawesterly direction to awood fence bordering aservice
drive to the Jgpanes= Garden. Follow thiswood fenceto itsend. Procead in a southwesterly direction to a.concrete
retaining wall west of the greenhouse. Follow the retaining wall to its end and then proceed in a southerly direction to the
north curb line of Rock Springs Road. Follow this curb line to apoint pardld to the southem edgeof the parking lot to the
Jgpanes= Garden. Prooesd in awesterly direction aong the edge of the parking lot to apoint parallel with the top of the
dairs leading to the Trial Garden. Procead in asoutherly direction to a point paralel with the southemmog point of the
outer edge of the south Sdewak of the Horseshoe. Proceed et to the southemmost edge of the south Sdewak of the
Horseshoe: Procesd south to the northem edge of the west accessroad to Montgomery Street. Procesd is anortheegterly
direction to the west edge of University Drive. Procesd north dong University Drive to the place of beginning.

The Fort Worth Botanic Garden is being nominated as a discontiguous digtrict to include the sone shdter that originally
svad as theterminus of the Eadt Vidta. 1t was sevared from the garden when University Drive was rerouted to the west in
the early 1950s The boundaries of the shdter are Beginning a a point a the southem edge of the Sdewak leading to the
Eag Shdter and the eedt curb line of Old University Drive, proceed in a southerly direction dongthe curb for 13 feet.
Then procead in an eagterly direction for approximately 44 feet to apoint parale with the eesammog edge of the
curbing surrounding the shdlter. Then proceed in anortherly direction for gpproximately 38 feet and 8 inches. Then
proceed in awesterly direction for approximately 40 feet and 4 inches to the et curb line of Old University Drive.
Proceed in a southerly direction to the place of beginning.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: These boundaries contain the historic core of the Fort Worth Botanic Garden and
encompass those aress and features that were deveoped primarily between 1929 and 1954, the period of significance for
the garden.
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MAP 1: 1931 Wesdem Map Company Street Map of Fort Worth showing location of Rock Springs Park in relation to
Trinity Park and the Clear Fork of the Trinity River
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Trails, Water Features.etc.

Comfort Station

Pump House

Overlook Shelter
Overlook Platform

Rose Ramp

Paterres. Walls, Piers, etc..
Large Pond

East Vista

10. Colonnade

11. Oval Rose Garden

12. Gazebo

13.a-d Oval Rose Garden Portals
14. Cactus Garden Walk

15. Greenhouse

16. Horseshoe

17. EastVista Shelter
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Noncontributing Resources

13.
19.
20.
21.
12.
23.
24,
25.
26.

Cactus Garden/Perennial Garden

Four Seasons Garden

Garden Center/Rock Springs Building

Fragrance Garden

Mary Daggett Lake Marker

Rainwater Harvest Tank

ftvfh ofiove Sculpture

South Entrance Gate

Metal Fence (9)
gideontoal

MAP 2: Contributing and Noncontributing Resouraes
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Fort Worth Botanic Garden - Fort Worth, Texas
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17. East Vista Shelter

MAP 3: Photo Key

Photo Key
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Cactus Garden/Perennial Garden

Four Seasons Garden

Garden Center/Rock Springs Building
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South Entrance Gate
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FIGURE 1. "General Plan, Botanic Garden including Municipal Rose Garden," c. 1935. Hare and Hare Collection
(KC206-34.0023), Western Historical Manuscript Collection, University of Missouri-Kansas City.
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FIGURE 2: "Rose Gardensin Trinity [Rock Springs] Park." Drawnby D. D. Obert, June 2, 1933. Hare and Hare
Collection (KC206-27.0062), Western Historical Manuscript Collection, University of Missouri-Kansas City.
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FIGURE 3: "Detailsfor Rose Gardenin Trinity [Rock Springs] Park." January 27, 1932. Hare and Hare Collection
(KC206-2 7.0062), Western Historical Manuscript Collection, University of Missouri-Kansas City.
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PHOTO |: "Fort Worth Botanic Garden. The Cascade. This detail of the rock work shows how carefully the small

spillways were cut. All cutting was done by hand." Captioned photograph from Fort Worth Botanic Garden Scrapbook,
MDLL.
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PHOTO 2: "Fort Worth Botanic Garden. The terrace wall immediately after completion.” Captioned photograph from Fort
Worth Botanic Garden Scrapbook, MDLL.
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PHOTO 3. "Fort Warth Botanic Garden. The dhdter a the ad of the Viga" Cgationed phatogrgph from Fort Worth
Batanic Garden Sargpbook, MDLL.
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PHOTO 4. "Fort Warth Batanic Garden. The cdonnede and rose garden before condruction.” Captioned phatogrgph from
Fort Worth Batanic Garden Sargpbook, MDLL.
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PHOTO 5: "Fort Worth Botanic Garden. The men who worked on the project during the Relief Program." Captioned
photograph from Fort Worth Botanic Garden Scrapbook, MDLL.
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PHOTO 6: "Fort Worth Botanic Garden. The rock work in the cactus garden during construction." Captioned photograph
from Fort Worth Botanic Garden Scrapbook, MDLL.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Section PHOTO Page 58 Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas

PHOTO 7: "Fort Worth Botanic Garden. An early view of the Rose Gardenstaken during the summer of 1934,
immediately after the gardens were planted." Captioned photogrgph from Fort Worth Botanic Garden Scrapbook, MDLL.
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PHOTO 8: "Fort Worth Botanic Garden. The main entrance to the Rose Gardens as ssen from above the building to the
wes of the devdlopment.” Captioned photograph from Fort Worth Botanic Garden Scrapbook, MDLL .
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PHOTO 9: "The Fort Worth Botanic Garden from the air." Captioned photograph from Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Scrapbook, MDLL.
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PHOTO 10: "Festoons of roses in the Oval garden." Captioned photograph from Fort Worth Botanic Garden Scrapbook,
MDLL.
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PHOTO 11: "The four freedoms. The blessings of pesce are more dear than ever to Americans. Today they are keenly
aware of how fortunate they areto beliving in apeaceful democratic land. This group isspending a quiet hour in the
Botanicd Gardens a Fort Worth, Texas" Cagptioned photograph by Alfred T. Pamer, c. 1941.Farm Security
Administration—Office of War Information Photogragph Collection, Library of Congress Printsand Photogrgphs Division,
Washington, DC (L C-USEG6-D-001390). Digital image accessed on June 26, 2008, &t
http://hdl.Ioc.gov/loc.pnp/fsa.8b00827.
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Photo 1
1. Rock Spring Area Stone Pool/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas
s Allen Kline
Jenuary 2008
Amon Cater Museum, Fort Worth, Texas
Looking Northwest
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Photo 2

Rock Spring Area Overlook/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

Susen Allen Kline

Jenuary 2008

Amon Cater Museum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking Northesst

20f 20
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Photo 3

Rodk Spring Area, Stairs to Overlook/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarrant County, Texas

Qs Allen Kline

Jenuary 2008

Amon Cater Museum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking SouthVSouthwest

30f20
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Photo 4

Rock Spring Area, Water Features/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

Susen Allen Kline

Jenuary 2008

Amon Cater Museum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking Wes/Southwest

40of 20
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Photo 5

Rodk Spring Area, Comfort Station/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

s Allen Kline

Jenuary 2008

Amon Cater Musaum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking Southwest

50f 20
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Photo 6
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Rock Spring Area, Pump House/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

s Allen Kline

May 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking Southesst

60f 20

Photo 7

1

Napsdown

Ro= Ramp, Parterres, Large Pond, Eag VigtalFort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

s Allen Kline

May 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas 6. Looking Eadt
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Photo 8

NOOAWDN

Parterres, Rose Ramp, Overlook Shdter/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

Qs Allen Kline

May 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking West

8of 20

Photo 9

H

N W

Colonnade/Fort Worth Botanic Garden

Tarant County, Texas

Qs Allen Kline

January 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas 6. Looking North
90of 20

Photo 10
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Ovd Rose Garden Gazebo and West Portal/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

s Allen Kline

May 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking Wes

10of 20
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Photo 11

Ovd Roe Gaden & Ead Portd/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

s Allen Kline

Jenuary 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking North

11 of 20
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Photo 12

Cactus Garden Walk/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

s Allen Kline

Jenuary 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas
Looking South

12 of 20
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Photo 13

Large Pond, Rose Ramp and Overlook/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

s Allen Kline

Jenuary 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking West

1B3of 20
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Photo 14

Bz Vista & Ead Vista Shdter/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

s Allen Kline

Jenuary 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking Esgt
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Photo 15
1 E= Viga Shdte/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas
Qs Allen Kline
May 2008
Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas
Looking Eagt
15 of 20
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Photo 16

Wooded AreaNorth of Eadt Visa/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

Qs Allen Kline

May 2008

Amon Carter Musaum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking North

16 of 20
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Photo 17

Greenhouse/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

s Allen Kline

May 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas
Looking North/Northwest
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Photo 18

Garden Center-Rock Springs Building/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

Qs Allen Kline

May 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas

Looking Northeest
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Photo 19

Horseshoe/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

s Allen Kline

May 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas
Looking Wes

19 of 20
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Photo 20

South Entrance/Fort Worth Botanic Garden
Tarant County, Texas

Qs Allen Kline

Jenuary 2008

Amon Carter Museum, Fort Worth, Texas
Looking West
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Comments/Fort Worth Botanical Garden, Tarrant County, Texas  (Met'tJLNA' N N

This is a well-documented nomination for an impressive New Deal-era designed landscape and an
outstanding example of the municipal rose garden, a property type that (having been introduced at the
turn of the century in Hartford's Elizabeth Park by Theodore Wirth) gained increasing popularity in the
early twentieth century. Notable examples were introduced in the Chicago Parks (Garfield and
Humboldt parks by Jens Jensen) ca. 1910, and by the late 1920s the property type attracted
considerable interest from urban park boards, park superintendents, and professional landscape
architects. As the Great Depression deepened, an increasing humber of designers who previously had
worked on private estates and residential subdivisions looked to the public sector for commissions.
State and local park departments nationwide sought federal relief funds and engaged some of the
nation's most prominent landscape firms to improve existing parks and develop new ones. Federal
relief funds for the Fort Worth project came initially from President Herbert Hoover's Reconstruction
Finance Corporation and after spring 1933 President Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal programs
(including CWA and WPA). The Kansas City firm. Hare and Hare, had a well-established practice
throughout the United States, when it was called upon to consult with the Fort Worth park board on
plans to create an arboretum and rose garden for the city. In addition to the quality of the overall
landscape design, the horticulture of the garden gained praise from J. Horace MacFarland, SN\O was the
former president of the American Civic Association, one of the nation's most influential advocates of
city beautiful reform, and an accomplished rosarian who in the early 1930s headed the American Rose
Society.

Originally known as Rock Springs Park and developed between 1929 and 1954, the thirty-three acres
being nominated form the historic core of the present-day 109-acre botanical garden. The rustic, or
naturalistic design of the woodland waterfalls, springs, and pools on the south contrasts in its informal
landscape treatment with the formal overlook and terrace and highly ordered sequence of rose ramp,
water cascade, reflecting pool, and extended vista to the east, and the arched colonnade and oval
garden to the north. The principal and central feature of the Hare and Hare plan is the rose garden;
while it retains a high degree of integrity of materials (mostly rockwork), design, setting, and
workmanship, the outer boundaries of the area developed in the 1930s (and covered by the Hare and
Hare plan) have been eroded by the widening of adjoining roadways and more recent development. On
the east a fence and University Drive create a physical barrier between the shelter at the river's edge
and the axial vista from the rose garden; the area encompassing the garden center and greenhouse on
the north was modified in the 1950s; the cactus garden has been redesigned as a perennial garden, and
a new entranceway has been constructed at the northeast corner.

The nomination provides some comparative context, comparing the Forth Worth rose garden to three
others that were featured in Phoebe Cutler's recently published article, "The Rise of the American
Municipal Rose Garden, 1927-1937" in the Studies in the History of Gardens and Designed Landscapes
(2005). Cutler identified Oakland's Morcom Rose Garden as the only one of the other three (Oakland,
Tulsa, and Kansas City) to rival Fort Worth in size and design. While national importance is clearly
demonstrated by the fact that the formal rose garden at Fort Worth is one of largest of a handful of
municipal rose gardens that were funded by Depression-era relief programs (RFC, CWA, and WPA
programs). A close comparison with other examples of public landscape in the formal style, including
those mentioned in Cutler's research and also other well-known examples of the New Deal (such as the
Berkeley Rose Garden), would be needed to determine if this property type and this example have the
requisite significance and integrity for NHL consideration.

Linda McClelland, Historian
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