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pESCR}PTION
(Check One)

K Excellent . Good Q Fair . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

(3 Altered . Unaltered n Moved 15 Originol Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

One of t hefewGreek Revival Governor's Mansions still i n
use as theresidence of t he Chief of State, this buildingi s
a charm ng exanple of t heTexas style. | ti ssetona hill
sout hwest of t he Capitol, on a standard city block. The
building | sa two story symmetrical white brick residence with
a flat roof and five bay inset twostory front gallery. The
fluted wooden coliams and t heentablature with its dentils
and wi de cornice ar eproper lonic. The absence of pedinment i s
a regional characteristic.

The full width second story gallery has t hegraceful and del-
icate wood balustrade used by t heAustin Master Builder, Abner
Cook, made up of slender bundled slats formng an open di amond
pattern (crows foot balusters). The first floor balustrade
and stair railings area harmonizing nodern addition.

A second typical detail of Abner Cook's Greek revival building?
s seen i nthesidelights and transomof t hefront door with an
unusually tall transomintersected by t he pilasters of t he door
jambs and carrying a high entablature. I nthis case the motif
s not repeated i nt hecenter of t hesecond story and instead
there arefive sixover si x sash windows with shutters. The
first story gallery windows arefloor length andhave si x over
nine sashes. Additions have been nade t ot he original block of
the house at t herear and there i salso anell. There i s a
separate Victorian carriage house, plain butwith a modified
Mansard roof. Walls, terracing, and gardens were added during
the residence of John Connally. Thebrick on thenorth side of
the house i sstuccoed and paintfed, t herest i sexposed and
painted.
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SPECIFIC DATEIsl (Il Applicable andKnown) 185 6
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One Or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 1 1 Education Political I | Urban Planning
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Conservation B .
1 Music 1 | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Avisit tothe Governor's Mansion i nAustin, Texas, i S
an opportunity t oseethebest i n Texas architecture and t o
learn a lesson i nTexas history. |Indeed, theheritage created
by all theFirst Famlies who have lived i nt he Governor's
Mansi on has helped t oshape t he destiny of Austin andt he State
of Texas.

Texas | awdemands that each governor must live i nago-
vernor's mansion during histerm of office. The first struc-
ture built t oserve this purpose was a two-story frame
"president's house" at Seventh and San Jacinto. By 1850, how
ever, thehouse was clearly insufficient, andt helegislature
made plans t obuild a new Governor's Mansion. The Legislature
appropriated $2,500 forfurnishings. Abner Cook, fanmousf or
his work on other Austin homes, was architect-contractor.

Cook finished t hemansion by 1856. |t was i nGeek
revival style andused bricks nade i nAustin, andpine 1o0gs
from Bastrop. The mansion was rectangular— 105 feet 1long
and fifty-six feet wide— and si xlonic pillars extendedthe
two-story height. Qook-** plans involved four rooms around
a central hallway and a kitchen wing which hebuilt apart
fromthemain portion of t hehouse. Nine large fireplaces
gave heat during thewinter; wide porches caught breezes
during thelong Texas summers.

Most of t hefirst-floor roons ar eused for entertaining.
Two north roons, for exanple, have been conmbined t oformt he
Blue Room A second reception area i st heGeen Room south

of theentrance hall. The chandelier i nthis second roomi s
said t obe t heonly original light fixture remaining i nthe
Mansi on.

The State Dining Room used for all state luncheons and
banquets, | sback of theGeen Robom |t i sdecorated i n red,
and accented i nwhite. I'ts furniture includes Chippendale
dining chairs and a Chippendal e sideboard. The sout h and

west wings areadditions t otheoriginal plan, andthey serve
as private roons for t hegovernor's famly. Menentos and
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rem nders of previous occupants arescattered throughout t he
Portraits of outstanding Texans such as John Reagan, and W | Iliam

and John Wharton |line thewalls of thesecond-floor hallway; the
Sam Houst on room includes Houston's four-poster bed, Stephen F

Austin's mahogany chest, and Houston's hand-written treaty with
the Cherokee Indians.

Recent!|y-added furnishings have been carefully planned.
Originally, Governor Pease sent Colonel SM Swenson t o New
York t obuy rugs, draperies, and furniture. Subsequent addition
were frequently comcal: onthefirst floor, for exanmple, deli-
cate eighteenth-century French chairs stood beside massive
Victorian chests. A Mansion Board quickly remedi ed such anomali ¢
however, and now each governor's wife nmust confer with t heBoard
concerning her selections of furniture and decorations.

The Governor' sMansion was thefirst structure t obe desig-
nated a Texas Historic Landmark, recorded i n1962. Official
dedication ceremonies were held Decenber 7, 1969.
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Ol'ruet Lvtimtr
Executive Director
Texas State Historical  Sunr”®
Post Office Box 12276
Capitol  Statical
|[OG West 15tti  Street
Austin, Texas ThJOI

Dear Mr. Latiiaert

Copinittee

We are pleased to infom you that the historic properties listed on

the enclosure have been placed <« the KetiozuQ. Register of Historic

Places. Senators Ralph W. Yarborovish and John G. Tower aad ti»

appropriate Representatives have also be«i notified. Pl*use with-

hold any p\iblicity on this inrtil you have received a cazl>an coi™ of

t"e Coogressicaaal cacrrespond«wace.

laocloaure

Sincerely yovars.

JSfWnoBt Allen Connally

limcst Allen Connelly
Chief, ufiice of Archeolgjjy
and Historic PreGcervation
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Its? Picklet

V« lire pedited to infiS.a yffathat t<« :-Si6taric jycv”rticc |Ut#d
ic cad” dae RGsI®->t*d Is/ t-j*. "A&Ve> Lialacia Liffieer

by tiis Govtratir tcr the IKV>lededatis?d ~-f the £fettics>aa
jilstciTic Prcf-ervatloft FytjffA§" la Mexta d hs*' boba esitered 1ato
ti-ife £/ti<»»| FgiiafSP of aistoric jifece*. £«j«stiSrs Balph fe'. «S$thCro-ii
$'n Jvliu 0. T-oytir have sLise been prir«itia Wit %tiila infixrssBf.tica By
copy of tiio letter, the State tdaiour; 'li/ficerjt Truett 3U-ti«cs,
reseeRJve lilr<alt;:«, Texfts £-Ute HiGNvrlpial i"wwy Cogsttiv™!, RISt ~>Xflex
Box 1"arS, Cfipit-oi Jitstioa, KXitTet i*th £tre<'t, Austla, TATCIf
es lit«vl*e hsea tsi/ttfife-d. A leaflet expl&inlri® the M tl'mi'X ESViga?

1" er,claseb»

riroctcr

Intern! in the S'slona Pfi-thidta™ 25 1970

CC.

I'tr. N”™ruett LBtJioer, Exccirtive Mrect-~r, Texas Etutc Historical Survey Cotiaitte*,

i'. 0. Bax 125.C, Ct.yLtol ;.tntiox.i, |00 n. [;tri St., Austin.. Texv! i\,\VO1

Director, Sotrtawcs Rel.on
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Hon. Ti-dphy. Yat\ircnienk S 16150

United i-tatcs denate

ye cr« pleseen lafcarM you thai the )ii=".tcrlc properties lisK-d ©a

the tNiclosure hsvc been nowdn&t™ hy tiie iitste Lisisoa Office*

appolj:t«4 by the Cuvadar for tae |Mspic-tmtatloa of ttte Stiticasl
Historic ftreservatioa erocTim ia Texac &ndh&vebe«a entered into

th's A5-tlonsl Rct"Bt«r of iJiutoric Pl«c€S»  iJesetcfr Jaha O» To>*ey ad

the 8|?proipriate aefaweatativea have al so be<n pi-ovSded witv; tils
Isfc™-i.atioa. By cojgr of this.letter, the iitaie Uaiaoa Officer,

Jr* Oruett Lstltcer, Jixecutiv* Blrcctcr, Texas itate atatorleai Survey
Crasittee, first Office Box Ic27&» Cnpltcl fetation, 108 Vest IMth ijtre«t,
Austin, Texas 77701, has Ik« E?e been Rotlfied. A leaflet explalalas

the i»atlcaa« J.Niiatcr la enclosed,
eixK-erely yourti,

&) GLORO: B. HARTZAG R

Circetor
Enclosures
Eatcred ia the national frgieter ™V - 5 I"Tn

cc:

2r. Truett LfttiD.p.r, Fxecutive Cirectcr, Toxsc CtfAc ilirtcricr;! Survey Qo-lttee,
P.O. Box 122:76, Ci*pltol litGtion, 100 W. 15th St., Austin, Texas ydfOl

Euplicate letter :;ciit toj HW. Joan G. Tower

United Etates Cdicite
Waohin/cfcoa D» C.
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