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1. Name

historic Navasota Gonmercial Hstoric District

and or common

2. Location
}it-tm-+rregu-Ur pattern ~~-ORg-*— "<crvVYWwXc* Wuw-eL

street & number La Salle, Holland, 9th. and Brule Sts. ' H/Anot for publication

city, town Navasota NZA_ vicinity of

state Texas code 048 county Grimes code 185

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

A district public A occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private X unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress N educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A jn process AN yes: restricted X government scientific

being considered X yes: unrestricted X industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property
nene  Miltiple Gwership (See attachnent sheet)

street & number

city, town N/A vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Grimes County Courthouse

street & number

city, town Anderson state Texas

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Historic Sites Inventory has this property been determined eligible? yes no
date June 1981 federal X state county local
depository for survey records Texas Historical Commission

city, town Austin A Texas



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

X excellent X deteriorated X unaltered X original site

X good ruins X altered movftfl date  N/A
X fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance ) )

The Navasota Gormercial Historic District is nade up of apBrpm nately seventy-five _
architecturally or historically significant |inmestone and brick connercial buildings, in-
cluding sone nanufacturing and” cotton processing industrial conplexes. \ The ngjority of
the district's buildings, few of which have undergone najor alterations, date fromthe third
quarter of the 19th through the early 20th centuries and are vernacular in character. Several
ear|y-20th-century conmercial buildings reflect late Victorian influence, while sone |ate-
19th-century exanpl es enpl oy el enents of the Renai ssance Revival Style to fulfil denands for
sophistication inarchitectural design. Representative stuccoed building facades contain
three or four bays and display segnental or round arched openings. The uniformty of con-
struction materials, inaddition toasimlarity of building scale, proportion, decorative
el enents, and design quality, characterize the vernacular conmercial architecture of the
district ad contribute to itsvisual cohesiveness. The district isprimarily conmercial in
character, but a single residential structure i s included because of its architectural
quality and itshistorical association with the state's ol dest cottonseed oil mll.

Mbst of Navasota' s early connercial buildings were nodest in scale and reflect the avail-
ability of natural building materials such a native linestone ad |ocally nanufactured
brick. Uhadorned, functional |inmestone rubble walls, reflecting a fine quality or worknan
ship, were finishedwth BI aster and often scored to imtate hew stone work. ~ Generally,
the few brick conmercial buildings withinthe district perpetuate late Victorian design but
are sinpler, with ornanentation confined to corbelled cornices, decorative belt courses,
and contrasting, |ighter colored brick detailing.

Platted ina gridironpattern along Gedar Geek and oriented askewto 45°, the early
commercial center of Navasota originated along Railroad Street in the md-19th centiry and
expanded to include five blocks on the north side of Véshington Avenue between 9th and

la Salle Streets. The intersectionof these two broad thoroughfares forned the original
T-shaped busi ness district, wthinwhich nost of the early stone and brick conmercial es-
tablishnents were located. Uhpaved until the 1930s' and extending east-west through the
center of the connercial district, the nain street of Véshington Avenue was a section of
the early highway connecting the historic settlements of Vs I ngt on-on-t he-Brazos and
Anderson. Perhaps the nost inportant natural feature located within the district isGedar
G eek, which runs parallel to Véshington Avenue on the north. The creek, with itshigh
Fllastered rock wall (a 1930 VWP A project), constitutes a predomnant visual feature in
he domtown area and is adjacent to the Schunacher G| Vdrks Conpl ex.

Alternating rows of deep and narrow one-and two-story conmercial buildings contribute to
the visual unity of the district, The earliest structures maintained a uniform building

wdth and simlar floor levelswthinthe block. A few three-story structures, however,

are |ocated along Railroad Street and on corner lots. These originally housed hotels or
banki ng establ i shrents.

The rra{ ority of the buildings within the district have continuously functioned as conmercial
and retail establishnents. "Awde variety of coomercia businesses, including general ner-
chandi se, dry goods, and restaurants, originally occupied the ground |evels of buildings,
while upper stories were rented as professional offices or neeting halls. Several nodern
downt own' busi nesses current|y operate ty[)es of enterprises simlar to those of the late
1?th and early 20th centuries, although the upper stories are usually vacant or used for

st or age.



" 18
NPS Forni 10-900-a d

(7-<1)

United States Department of the Interior
Nationai Parle Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltem numt)er

Page
AFROERY QMES
Mp # B ock 75 Mp # Block G(cont'd)
1 Adol ph Fel dnan 13 Awmna Springfield
315 Julia PO Box 1376
Navasota, TX 77868 Navasota, TX 77868
2, 3,6 Joe Falco, &. Block 1
218 W Véshi ngton Ave. _
Navasota, TX 77868 14 BB Cor poration
7900 Msa Drive
Charles W Falco Houston, TX 77028
212 W Véshi ngton Ave. .
Navasota, TX 77868 15 M H Elliot
1003 E Wéshington Ave.
Lews B Lindley Navasota, TX 77868
PO Box 509 _
Navasota, TX 77868 16, 17 Robert L. Nemr
PO Box 88
Joanna Forrester & Navasota, TX 77868
Jack B Harris
204 W Véshi ngton Ave. 18 E M Perry, Jr.
Navasota, TX 77868 c/o Mnta Bostw ck
PO Bx 351
8 H L Stewart Lodge Navasota, TX 77868
PO Box 490
Navasota, TX 77868 Bl ock 2
B ock G 19 W E @Ghbson
PO Box 72
Ms. Louise Craig Navasota, TX 77868
PO Box 86
Navasota, TX 77868 20 Tom Rotel | o
303 Jones St.
10 Or. E T Ketchum Navasota, TX 77868
PO Box 528
Navasota, TX 77868 21 Janes B Bond _
c/o Gommuni ty Savings & Loan
11 Freda & Sunny Furnan PO Drawer 2800
4350 W Lake Ave. Col I ege Station, TX 77868
denview, |L 60025
22 d yde Pederson
12 R E odnan & 915 E \Wéshington Ave.
Jack W Baker Navasota, TX 77868

PO Box 909
Navasota, TX 77868
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AFOERY ONMES

Np # Block 2 (cont'd) Mp # Bl ock 57
23 Lucy B Hi nan 52 Ena Veésson Jacoby &
c/o Texas CGonmer ce Bank lda Vésson Gl dwel |
PO Box 2558 PO Box 191
Houst on, TX 77001 Navasota, TX 77868
Bl ock 3 Bl ock 70
24 Joe Vel k 53 Schunacher G| Vorks, Inc.
PO Box 150 c/o Gommunity Savings & Loan
Navasota, TX 77868 PO Draver 2800
Col  ege Station, TX 77840
25 Ms. Louise Quinn
PO Box 809 Bl ock 15
Navasota, TX 77868 ,
54 Bill M Intyre
26 Rvers A Patout 509 lvy St.
217 E \dshi ngt on Ave. Navasota, TX 77868
Navasota, TX 77868 _
55 W R Shive
27 Lews B Lindley 109 N La Salle St.
PO Box 509 Navasota, TX 77868
Navasota, TX 77868
Bl ock 85
B ock 4 .
34 Ancient, Free, and Accepted
28 R E Baker & Jack W Godw n Masons
PO Box 909 c/o A C Pratt
Navasota, TX 77868 PO Box 287
Navasota, TX 77868
29, 30, 31 Rvers A Patout, Jr.
217 E Wshi ngton Ave. Bl ock 84
Navasota, TX 77868
35, 37 ,ggerta)l\/i:l%ller
Bl ock ) X
ock > Navasota, TX 77868
32 Lews B Lindley .
PO Box 509 36 Paul  Shri vner
Navasota, TX 77868 631 E Wite St.
Navasota, TX 77868
33 Security State Bank
PO Box 471

Navasota, TX 77868
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38 Fultz & Davis, Lawyers
PO Box 868
Navasota, TX 77868

39 Shearer - S Inc.
PO Box 96243

Houston, TX 77015

40, 41, 73 First National Bank
202 E Wshi ngton Ave.
Navasota, TX 77868

72 U S Post Ofice
115 Farquhar St.
Navasota, TX 77868

74 Johnni e Fal co
717 Leon

Navasota, TX 77868

Bl ock 83

42 Lew s B Lindley
PO Box 509
Navasota, TX 77868

43, 44, 62, Charles E Noto
63 102 E Véshi ngton Ave.
Navasota, TX 77868

64 Ginmes Gounty Historical
Gonm ssi on
306 Hillside
Navasota, TX 77868

65, 66, 67/ FRobert H Witten,
Witten & Son, Inc.
PO Box 751
Navasota, TX 77868

ltem numtjer

Mp #

68

69

70

71

61

47
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Bl ock 83 (cont'd)

Marianna Faul kner Whitten
PO Box 751
Navasota, TX 77868

Joe D Falco
PO Box 907
Navasota, TX 77868

Louise Oraig Estate
PO Box 86
Navasota, TX 77868

Ms. R M Love
511 Chur ch
Navasota, TX 77868

Bl ock H

Ms. J. L. Gelber &
Meyer Levy

10302 Wnding Trail
La Porte, TX 77571

Wlliam T. Wquhart
1511 Sycanore
Hunbl e, TX 77338

Farners Lhion Gain

Termnal Association
Attn: G Pagget

1667 Snelling Ave. N
St. Paul, NN 55165

Bl ock 82
R E ®odwn & Jack W Baker

PO Box 909
Navasota, TX 77868
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49, 50

51, 88
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58

59

Block 82 (cont'd)

Rut h Godnan
209 W Véshi ngton Ave.
Navasota, TX 77868

Morris Hoffnan
PO Box 987
Navasota, TX 77868

Ben Silverstein
PO Box 987
Navasota, TX 77868

Keyst one Corporation
PO Box 509
Navasota. TX 77868

Scott Feed & Seed Store
106 S 10th St.
Navasota, TX 77868

W1 1i am Gar dner
PO Box 587
Navasota, TX 77868

Anerican Legion

c/o James R ®odnan
911 Victoria
Navasota, TX 77868

T. R Noto
421 Church
Navasota, TX 77868

Roy Sanders
209 S Market St.
Brenham TX 77833

Item numt>er

Np #
75

76

78

79
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B ock 96

J. A Rodes

c/o G E Rodes
PO Box 165
Navasota, TX 77868

Lewis B Lindley
PO Box 509
Navasota, TX 77868

City of Navasota
204 E M A pine
Navasota, TX 77868

Bl ock 97

T. R Noto
421 Church
Navasota, TX 77868

W R Sargent
PO Box 553
Navasota, TX 77868

S Silverstein

2150 Lincoln Park W
Apt. 1127

Chi cago, I L 60614

Freda Furnan
4111 Fartun Lane
Houston, TX 77025

unny Fur nan

4350 W Lake Ave.
Apt. 309B

Aenview |L 60625
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85, 86

87

Block 97 (cont'd)

Arthur Kennard
1222 Leake
Navasota, TX 77868

Joe Davi s
PO Box 1303
Navasota, TX 77868

R E Godwn &
Jack W Baker

PO Box 909
Navasota, TX 77868

Block J

Erick E ckenhor st
101 M W M Al pi ne
Navasota, TX 77868

Bl ock 96

J. Youens & @., Inc.

PO Box 831
Navasota, TX 77868

George A Madovs
205 W M Al pine
Navasota, TX 77868

Item number

At chison, Topeka & Santa Fe AR

M. W C Spann, Superint.

RO Boxx 967
Tenpl e, TX 76501
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EXP. 12/31/84
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The store fronts and upper facades of nany buildings within the district have changed
periodically dur-ing acentury of continuous uset okeep the conmercial rowin style. Sone
conman al terations include the installation of nodern plate glass w ndows and doors, painting
of brick walls, covering of wndows and transons, and replacenent or renoval of awnings.
Mst of these changes have been |imted tothe street |evel and have not adversely affected
the architectural/historical integrity of the district.

The interiors of nany of the commercial buildings have been severely altered with nodern
applications of plaster, panelling, and wallpaper. A though sone original skylights and
stairways remain intact, the Lews J. Wlson Building (#12), with itsiron posts wth
foliated; capitals, is the only structure whose interior remains virtually unaltered.

Recent restoration and rehabilitation work has been conpleted within the district, including
the PA Smth Hotel preservation and adaptive use Proj ect sponsored by the Gines County
Historical Survey Conmttee. Restoration projects for at |east nine other commercial build-
ings withinthe district are currently pending and another one has been proposed.

Se of the buildings that characterize the district are the follow ng:
Louis J. WIson Building (#12)

Constructed in 1871 of red brick and sandstone, the Lews J. WIson Building is one of the
finest and earlist exanples of 19th-century brick commercial architecture wth the district.
A though the details are quite sinple, both the scale and use of contrasting materials nake
this two-story building distinctive. Thefour-bay front facade is crowned with abrick
parapet supported by corbelled dentils of contrasting color. Thefront facade originally
Eresented a stone parapet simlar to the wall crowning the northeast side. Light-colored
rick relief work 1s enployed onthe front facade as stilted arch hood-noul ds over four /1
w ndows and a belt course extending across the front at the base of these openings. Fenes-
tration of the northeast side consists of round and flat arched &6 w ndows. Fortunately,
the building's interior, including the wooden walls and metal columms with foliated capitals,
has remained virtually unaltered.

E M Perry Building (#18)

The ornanented netal front of this two-story building is representative of the scale and
style of the myjority of netal-faced structures within the district. Fenestration of the
front facade consists of 1/1 w ndows divided g/el aborately noul ded panel s and bordered

gy pairs of pedestal ed colums. Qher enriched noul dings include festoon and anthem on
esigns applied onfriezed bel ow the heav?/ projecting cornice. Thenortheast facade
exhibits anunaltered limestone rubble wall, segnental arched openings, and awooden stair-
way leading tothe upper level. Thestreet |evel has been altered somewhat with the installa-
tion of anewentrance and display w ndows.
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S W Rucker Drug (Merle Nornan Cosnetics) (#27)

Virtually unaltered since its conpletion, this sinple, stuccoed, two-story structurei s
representative of a Iar?e nunioer of vernacul ar buildings within the district. The three-
bay facade on both |evels has been scored t oresenbl e cut, coursed stone with voissoirs
over all round arched openings. Unfortunately, w ndows on the second floor have been

encl osed, but |ower |evel openings contain arched transons. Wdoden stairs on the northeast
side lead t othe second story.

P A Sith Htel (#64)

The P A Snth Hotel, which stands as a unique local blend of native |inestone construction
and inported cast-iron detailing, is one of the oldest and nost anbitious exanpl es of
19th-century vernacul ar conmercial architecture in Navasota. The three-story structure
presents a cast-iron facade at the first floor and cast-iron sills and ornanental, segnental
arched lintels on 66 wndows piercing the upper floors. Stone segnental relieving arches
and cast-iron sills define openings on the north and east facades. The rear facade has
been stuccoed. The store front displays a series of double French doors with flat arched
transons alternatingwith square netal pilasters cromned with foliated capitals. (Listed

on National Register 4-16-75)

W S Qaig Building (#70)

This two-story structure is a good representation of early-20th-century brick vernacul ar

conmercial architecture within the district. Athough the street level has been heavily

altered with stucco, netal, and plate glass, the second story facade has not been signif-
icantly altered. 4/4 wndows with segnental relieving arches pierce the second-story,

and a brick corbelled dentil course distinguishes the parapet wall. Decorative brick belt
courses are accentuated with lighter colored brick.

211-213 Railroad Street (#81)

This sinple, two-story, unornanented |imestone rubble structure is representative of a

| arge nunber of vernacular structures with the district. Athough the street |evel facade
has been altered, the entire second-story |imestone rubble facade is the only onew thin
the district that has not been stuccoed. The six-bay facade contains original &6 w ndows
with segnental relieving arches on the upper level. Store front openings contain round
arched transons.

dd First National Bank Building (#46)

e of the nost distinctively designed buildings within the district, this three-story com
mercial structure displays a wooden store front and Italianateinfluence in the fenestra-
tion design. Triangular pedimented and segnental w ndow heads are supported with ancones
croan &6 openings on the second floor, while lintel type w ndow heads with pronounced
keystones form a continuous |abel course between w ndows on the third story. The alter-
nating segnental and triangular pedinments, together with the dentil course delineating

the upper stories, were added at an early date and show surprising sophistication of style
remniscent of the Farnese Pal ace in Fone.
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nunber; the historic nane, i f known; (Present Cccupant) - address, date or period of con-
struction; Category - see Definitionof Categories i n Item 8 Brief physical description.

Buildings contributing toand conpatible with the character of the district:

1. Qackson Auto Supply) - 222 W Washington Ave.; 1891. Contributing. This two-story

| imestone rubble stucture incorporates the stuccoed three-bay front popular in the mpjority
of commercial buildings withinthe district. &6 segnental arched wndows with relieving
arches pierce the second story on both the north front facade and west side. The three

w ndows on the front facade are connected by a continuous stone belt-course.

2 (Falco's Furniture Wrehouse) - 216-218 W \Washington Ave.; ca. 1895. Conpatible.
This sinple one-story "double" brick building has corbelled cornice and large flat arched
transons above the first level store front. Brick was added t ofacade between 1916 and 1925.

3. (Falco's Furniture Vdrehouse) - 214 W Wshington Ave.; ca. 1895. Conpatible.

Simlar in scale and proportion tothe preceding building (#2), this small one-story
structure is classified as conpatible due t othe application of stucco t othe stone facade
and the installation of alumnumstore front w ndows.

4. (Falco's Gocery and Mkt.) - 212 W Wshington Ae.; ca. 1890, Contributing.
Sonevhat ol der than the two adjacent coinercial buildings, this tw-story structure i s
pierced on the second floor by two segnental arched w ndows connected by a continuous
stone belt course, A pink stucco has been applied tothe facade of both |evels, withthe
| ower one displaying a nodern alumnumplate glass w ndow and door. The original store
front openings have been replaced and/or obscured,

5 (CaireTaylor - Sgn Painti n%_ (,) - 210 W Vashington Ave.; ca. 1900. Contributing.
Like building #3, the facade of this smll one-story wood frame comercial structure has been
plastered, although the original entrances, a double wooden door, has been retained.

6. (Falco's Furniture Vdrehouse) - 206-208 W Véshington Ave.; ca. 1875. Contributing,
The six-bay, two-story stuccoed stone building is pierced on the second floor by six

uniformy spaced segnented arch w ndows (probably &6 doubl e-hung sash type). Aﬁf)lled
stucco on both levels has been scored t oresenble cut stone. Three ori ?| nal doubl e wooden
doors with glass panels and segnented arch transons enhance the street level store front,

7. (Jo &Fon's Dog Goomng) - 204 W Véshington Ave,; ca. 1875. Contributing.
Gontenporary with the preceding structure, this two-story building exhibits athree-bay,
scored stucco facade and large flat arched transons above the slightly recessed doubl e
wooden entrance and flanking glass plate display wndows. Three 6/6 segnental arched

w ndows, identical in scale tothose in #6, arelocated in the second story.
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8. (Texas Radio &Electric @.) - 202 W Wshi ngton Ave.; ca. 1875. Contributing.
Although stucco has been applied tothe brick facade of the two-story building, the
original first-floor store front, with itscentral wooden doubl e door and pilasters with
pressed netal detailing, remains virtually unaltered.

9 WS Caig Building. (\Wstern Auto Store) - 108 W Viéshington Ave.; 1919.
Contributing. The white glazed brick and ceramc tile facade displays a rowof five
transoned w ndows. Decorative brick work includes several ornanmental brick courses.
Mbdern plate glass wndows and a netal frane door have been installedon the |ower |evel.
Constructed of fireproof materials (brick, stone, concrete floors &roof), the structure
replaced a building destroyed by fire i n 1915.

10.  KetchumBuilding. (Radio Shack) - 106 W VWéshington Ave.; 1919. Contributing.

The distinguishing feature of this two-story brick building is the heavily noul de
bracketed cornice between the parapet wall and four equally spaced w ndows. A nodern
store front has been added on thelower |evel. |t was constructed of fireproof naterials
(brick, stone, concrete floors &roof) after the 1915 fire.

11.  (Factory Furniture Qutlet) - 104 W Véshington Ave.; 1919. Contributin%. Wth
the exception of aslightly varied "nodern" store front, this two-story brick building

Is identical in aploearance tothe structure located at 108 W V@shington A, See
description of building #, |t was also constructed of fireproof materials (brick, stone,
concrete floors &roof) after the 1915 fire,

12, Louis J, WIson Building. (Ver Horse Antiques) - 102 W Véshington Ave.; 1871.
Contributing. See description in Item7.

13, Springfield Manufacturing @.- 114 N 10th St.; 1919. Contributing. Virtually
unaltered since itsconpletion after the 1915fire, this two-story Ushape industrial
conpl ex was one of the early fireproof structures built within the district. Constructed
of brick and stone on the upper and |ower |evels, respectively, the floors and roof of
the building are of concrete.

14 FE W Brosig's Hardware Store. (JED S Hardware) - 101 E Véshington Ae.; ca. 1917.
Contributing. Built toreplace anearlier comercial structure, this building i s
constructed of stone and brick. A corbelled brick cornice supports the parapet wall

and intricate brick detailingis exhibited throughout the three-story structure.
Fenestration consists of paired 1/1 and 2/2 w ndows headed by brick flat arched lintels
with pronounced keystones and segnented relieving arches. A nodern al umnumstore front
has been added at the street |evel.

15, (Elliot's Drug Store) - 105 E Vshington Ave.; ca. 1888. Conpatible. This small
two-story building, with 1ts pressed netal facade applied over limestone rubble, i s
categorized as conpatible duetoits "nodern" store front and exterior alterations to
the upper level. The alumnumfalse front of the adjacent building (#16) has obscured
the end netal pilasters on both |evels.
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18. (E M Perry Building) - 111E \Washington Ave,; ca, 1880, Contributing, See
description in ltem7.

19.  Mckel borough Building. (W E Qbson Agency) - 115 E Wshington Ave.; 1874.
Conpatible. Constructed of |inestone rubble, this two-story building exhibits a
two-bay facade which has been extensively altered onthe lower [evel. The pressed netal
facade above a brick entrance resenbles that of preceding building. Conpatible because
of alterations tothe exterior, the building is nonetheless inportant tothe district.

20. Chinski's Dry Gods @, (Rotello's Vestern Shop) - 117 E Wéshington Ave,; ca, 1880.
Contributing. A cedar shake canopy and al umnum store front wndows have been installed
on the street level; however, the second floor remains virtually unaltered. Decorative
brick patterns enhance the facade. Corbelled dentils support the noul ded brick cornice
and shaped parapet wall.

21.  (Kenwn Shop & Boutique) - 119 E Véshington Ave.; ca. 1880. Conpatible. The
application of stucco and the alteration of the store front have resulted inthis
one-story building's classification as conpatible.

22. (Pederson's Drug Store) - 121 E Wshington Ave,; ca, 1880, Conpatible. Like
building #21, this structure has been altered. The stuccoed front and "nodern"
store front warrants a classification of conpatible.

23. (J. G Penney .) - 129 E Vdshington Ave.; 1924, Contributing, This two-story

building has remained virtually unaltered since its conpletion. The three-bay stuccoed
facade exhibits three square wndows and |inear horizontal and vertical noul ded patterns
on the second level, Anodern store front with ceramc tile at the base has been added,

24.  Booknan Bui | di n%. (Wlk's Dy Gods) - 201 E Vashington Ave,; ca, 1880.
Contributing, This brick and stone two-story structure is atypical exanple of the
vernacul ar comercial architecture of Navasota, Corbelled detalling hi?h i ghtsthe
parapet wall, while brick flat arched lintels with keystones crown the Tacade's w ndows.
The store front has been noderni zed.

25. (Vacant) - 203 E \Mshington Ave,; ca, 1880. Contributing. The pressed netal
facade of this nodest one-story building presents a rock-faced coursed ashl ar appearance
and is croamned by a noul ded netal bracketed cornice. The original wooden store front
contains twonetal pilasters. The interior, which has renained |argely unaltered,
contains a skylight inthe roof,

26. Foster Building, (Stowe's Departrment Store) - 205 E Wshington Ave,; ca, 1888,
Contributing, This two-story brick structure incorporatesthe four-bay front poL)uI ar

in the mjority of the brick buildings within the district. Distinguishing bric
features of the facade includethe corbelled cornice, segnental relieving arches above
the w ndows, and a continuous arched belt course of |ighter colored brick. The interior
contains upstairs gallery with iron railing and stairs at rear.



NPS
P2)

Fonn 10-900-a OMB  No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPSuse on
National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form dat e ent er ed
Qntinuation sheet [temnumjer 7 Page 7

2. S W Rucker Drug. (Merle Nornan Cosnetics)-- 207 E \Véshington Ae.; ca 1885
Contributing. «Se description in Item 7

28. Leake Building. (Last Quarter Gne Room) - 211 E Wéshington Ave.; 1885
Contributing. The four-bay facade is crowned with a parapet wall and pierced with
segnental arched w ndows. A nodern "lattice" canopy obscures fromview the flat arched
transogw above the cypress and glass store front. [Interior [imestone rubble walls are
exposed.

29. (J & Bs Jewelry/Jared Patout Office) - 213-215 E Wéshington Ae.;  1910.
Contrlbut|ngf. This one-story brick building represents one of the few 20th-century
structures located in the six-block commercial row on the north side of Vdshington Avenue.
This brick building displayed a netal front ca 1912  The decorative brick relief work
and plaster design elenents of the facade resenbl e netal detailing.

3. A E Nation Racket Store. (R & N marnac?/) - 219 E Wishington Ave.; ca 1880
Conpatible. Recent restoration efforts have cleaned and repaired the three-bay stuccoed
and scored facade. The street |evel has been altered sonewhat with the installation of new
d|sElIféy wndows and a nmetal framed door. The original store front contained three large
arched openings with voissoirs. Second story facade openings were originally arched,

while side openings were segnental arched.

32.  Yell Building. (Departnent of Huian Resources Office) - 301 E Washington Ave.; 1924
Conpatible. The store front of this small one-story reinforced concrete structure has been
severely altered; however, the brick parapet with itsornamental brick relief courses renains
intact. Restoration work isin progress.

4. (Ketchum Building/MIler Theatre) - 302-304 E Véshington Ave.; 1929.  Contributing.
Constructed of brick and stone, this two-story structure is one of only a few buildings
within the district aﬁproxirratel fifty years ol d; however, it reflects the scale and
materials prevalent throughout the district.

35 Mobl ey Building. (G|ft Shop/ M I | er Agencg/l—brreyer S Barber Shop-rear addition) -
220-222 E \Mdshington Ave.; ca 1915,  Conpati addition of the contrasting brick

and netal store front to this two- story pa|nted brick building results inits classification
as conpatible. Historic Ehotogra hs reveal that the original red brick facade was high-
lighted with contrasting brick sills and a continuous belt course at the cornice,

36. (Colonial Cafe) - 218 E \Wéshington Ave.; ca 1898  Conpatible. This small
two-story building s a typical exanple of the turn-of-the-century vernacul ar conmercial
architecture of Navasota. A tile parapet roof with pedestaled urns on either side high-
lights the structure. /M historic photograph shows that this stuccoed brick building
or|gb|nally di splayed a continuous brick arched belt-course above the wndows and a

corbel led cornice.
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37, Gp Hotel, (Precision Printing/H & RBlock/Credit Loans) - 212-216 E VWéshi ngton
Ave,; ca. 1908. Conpatible. This large three-story stuccoed brick bmldngg I s regarded
as conpatibl e because of exterior alterations tothe upper |evel facade and store front,

38, (Navasota Abstract , Inc) - 210 E Véshington Ave,; ca. 1908. Conpatible.
The application of stucco tothe brick facade and the nodern concrete, glass, and
net al _stb?re front of this two-story building have resulted in itsclassification as
conpati bl e.

39, .J. T. Lott Building. (Shoe Wrld) - 206 E Véshington Ae,; ca 1909, Conpatible,
This"two-story brick burlding is cromned with acentral arched parapet wall bearing
the nane of the building. The facade exhibits three noul ded pilasters and several
brick belt courses. The original second story w ndows have been obscured by a huge
commerci al sign.

41.  (First National Bank Annex) - located at the rear of main bank (facade facing
Farquhar St.); post 1925 (ca. 1932?), Conpatible. Although this two-story buildingi s
probably less than fifty years old, itreflects the scale and materials prevelant
throughout nost of the district and rates a conpatible categorization.

42, Lott Building. (Duke &Ayres Store/Pasket's Jewel ry/Flore's Budget Loans/Lindl ey's
Jeaners) - 120 E Wshington Ave.; 1925  Conpatible, The ornanented upper facade of
this large one-story building includes contrasting brick work laid in alternating
herringbone patterns and a stone-capped stepped parapet wall with a plaque. The
application of stucco tothe west end of the structure and the alteration of the store
front, including the enclosure of the transons, results in this building s classifica-
tion as conpatibl e,

43 (Note's Wite's Hone and Auto Store) - 102 E \Mdshington Ave,; 1924-25,

Conpatible. The brick corbelled detailing exhibited on the facade of this one-story
reinforced concrete building is identical tothat of the structure located at 217 E
Véshington Are. (#20). Conpatibl e because of its nodern al umnumstore front and partial
application of plaster toupper facade, the structure could be restored.

4. QAdCtizen's MNational Bank Building. (Note's Wite's Hine and Auto Store) -
12 E Veshington Ave,; ca, 1899, Contributing. Concrete panels and a nodern
alumnumstore front cover the entire lower story facade of this three-story brick
bui I di ng; however, the second and third levels remain virtually unaltered.  Several
transoned 1/1 w ndows grouped in pairs andtriple units pierce the upper |evels and
are headed by flat, segnented, and round arches.

45.  (Kooken Antiques) - 105 W Véshington Ave.; ca, 1880. Conpatible. The application
of stucco and the alteration of the store front merit aconpatible classificationfor
this one-story building. Historic photographs reveal that the structure was originally
| i mestone rubble with large arched, transonmed openings.
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46, Ad First National Bank Building, (Kooken Antiques) 107 W Vdshington Ave.
ca, 1875, Contributing. SeeDescription in Item7.

47. B H Awrenbeck's Carriage & Vdodworks Shop, (Sears) - 201 W Wéshington Ave.;
ca. 1874. Contributing. Distinguishing featuresof this two-story commercial
structure include the pressed metal cornicewth corner brackets and el aborate netal
hoods crowning second story w ndows.

48. (R G®odnan Shoe Sho E) - 209 W Véshington Ave.; ca. 1885 Conpatible. This
single story limestone rubble and brick conmercial building contained two stories
prior to a 1978 fire. Sone original openings of the wooden store front have been
changed. Thehbuilding is regarded as conpatible because of facade and street |evel
alterations and the netal awning.

49. (\allpaper's. Etc.) - 211 E Véshington Ave.; 1889. Contributing. Thi's
two-story stuccoed |inestone building exhibits the three-bay front and nodest scal e
characteristic of the majority of burldings within the district. Segnental arched
wndows with relieving arches pierce the second floor.

52 Qd Shunacher Hone. (La Bahia Antiques & Inports) - 306 Duke St.; 1873
Contributing. Atwo-story classical brick house with an IonicaFortico supportin

a full entablature, including a bracketed cornice. Anonunental two-story, single
bay pedinented portico displays apair of |arge pedestaled Ionic colums and franes
the central entrance door with sidelights and transom

53. H Schunmacher G| Wrks. (H Schunacher Cotton Vrehouse) - 104-107 Duke St.
1873, Contributing, Ove of the ol dest and nost inportant conmercial establishments
within the district, this industrial conplex i s conposed of three nain buildings
constructed of brick and stone. Vélls are piercedwith round and segnental arched
openings and decorated with contrasting straight and segmental arched brick bands

of a lighter color.

56. (Qobe Oeaners) - 106 S 10th St.; ca. 1889. Conpatible. This snall one-story
building isclassified as conpatible because of the stuccoed facade and netal awnings.

57. (Scott Feed & Seed Store/Vacant) - 106 S 10th St.; ca. 1880. Contributing.
The six bay, one-story building displays segnental arched transons and a stuccoed
facade scored to appear as cut stone. Sone of the original openings have been
altered. e side of the building is vacant.
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58. (Anerican Leg| on Building) - 114 S 10th St.; ca. 1879. Contributing. The
t wo- story stuccoed |inestone rubble structure i s pierced onthe second floor by
three segnental arched openings with stone sills and on the [ower |evel by round
arched, transoned openings which have been altered.

59. (T, R Noto Misic .) - 116 S 10th St.; ca. 1880. Contributing. Simlar to
the preceding building (#58), this three-bay, two-story structureis distinguished by
its tall, round arched openings, whose transons have been blocked on thefirst |evel.

60. olunbia (pera House. (Fabric Care Service) - 118 S 10th St.; ca. 1894.
Conpatible. This one-story building originally contained two upper stories which
housed an opera theatre. Conpatible because of the application of stuccoto the
fieldstone facade and additional exterior alterations, it could be rehabilitated.

6.  (Hblsum Foods) - 202-208 W M Al pine St.; ca. 1870. Contributing. The |arge-
scal e one-story industrial conplex constructed of stuccoed |inestone exhibits hori-

zontal cut stone Panels across parapet walls. Two Iar%e arched openings wth double
screen doors arelocated on the building's facade at the northernend.

62. (Note's Vérehouse) - 105 Railroad St.; ca. 1900. Contributing. The pressed
netal facade exhibiting ﬁai red pedestal ed columms and a dentiled cornice is the
outstanding feature of this two-storyfieldstone building. The original wooden and
netal store front contributes tothe architectural integrity of the structure.

63. OQdRiby Bar. (Note's Vérehouse). 107 Railroad St.; ca. 1888. Contributing,
The design of the single-story building' s pressed netal facade resenbles that of

the preceding building (#62), The three-bay netal and wooden store front, containing
a doubl e wooden door, renains virtually unaltered.

64, A Smth Hotel. II] Railroad St.; 1875. Contributing. See descriptionin
l'tem

65. Gesel Huse. (Witten & Son, Inc.) - 113 Railroad St.; 1860. Contributing,
Constructed in 1860, this three-story structure i s the oldest conmercial buildi n?
in Navasota, Presenting a three-bay facade, this structure has remained virtually
unal tered since its conpletion, &6 segnented arch w ndows pierce the quer | evel s,
while arched 2/2 wndows with fanlight transons occur on the first level,

67. (KWECRadio Station) - 117 Railroad Street.; ca. 1884. Conpatible. Mderate
alterations, including a stuccoed facade and netal store front, have resultedi n
this two-storybuilding's classification as conpatible. Historic photographs reveal
that the original front parapet wall was slightly pitched.
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68. Blunenthal's Fruit Palace. (Pic-NPaint) - 119 Railroad St.; ca, 1884.
Contributing, This two-story structure incorporates the three-bay facade and
segnented arch fenestration popular in alarge nunier of buildings within the district,
A continuous stone belt course forns the sills of all second story w ndowns. Shall
rectangul ar' wi ndows on the south east elevation's first floor have replaced circular
ones.

69. (Post OFfice Gocery/Joe O Falco, Atty Office) - 118-120 Farquhar St.; ca. 1920.
Conpatible, The cornice of this two-story, four-bay building displays corbelled brick
detailing. Conpatible because of najor exterior alterations tothe street level store
front, the structure nonethel ess continues the scale of the district,

70. W S Caig Building, (Ayre's Firestone Store) - 116 Farquhar St.; ca. 1909,
Contributing, See description inltem?7,

72, United States Post Office, 115 Farquhar St.; 1920.  Contributing.  This one-
story brick public building is in excellent condition and has renained virtually
unaltered since itsconpletion. The brick walls, together with the reinforced concrete
floors and roof, render this buildingfireproof.

74, (Falco Exxon) - 118 § La Salle; ca 195.  Conpatible. A one-story brick
building with standing seamnetal hipped roof, this structure, with its single
transoned doors, is representative of gas stations constructed during the 1950's.

75.  Navasota Auto . (\Wrehouse/Body Shop) - 214 E M Alpine St.; ca 1920, Contributing
The nmain building of this large commercial conplex is atwo-story stuccoed fieldstone
structure with paired second story w ndows and a doubl e wooden entrance.  Adjoining

this building is asingle-story stuccoed brick garage with a wood frane structure

over a skylight opening.

71.  Buropean Restaurant and Hotel. 201 Railroad St.; ca, 1891,  Contributing,
The promnent corner entrance distinguishes this two-story |inestone building, as
wel | as the nunerous segnental and round arched openings on the first and second
floors.

79. Casino Inn. 205 Railroad St.; ca. 1881  Contributing, Simlar in designto
building #76, this two-story structure represents another exanpl e of the stuccoed
| i mestone, three-bay vernacular conmercial building popular in Navasota, Round
arched transons (presently blocked) and segnented arch openings highlight this
structure,

80, 207-209 Railroad St,; ca, 1888, Contributing. The store front of this
one-story building, with itsround arch transoned openings, has been altered;
however, a portion of the original |inestone facade renmains unchanged.
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81. 211-213,Railroad St.; ca, 1880, Contributing. See description inltem7.

83. (S&S FarmStoreR_- 101-103 E M Alpine St.; ca. 1880. Contributing. Con-
structed of brick and [imestone, this one-and two-story commercial agricultural conplex
di Sﬁ| ays segmental and arched openings and two small frane roof structures with 8-l1ght
arched w ndows over skylight openings.

84, J. Youens & . (Wrehouse) - 208-212 S 10th St.; ca, 1890, Conpatible, This
wood and netal |unber warehouse structure consists of a main wood frane gabled unit
with |ean-to structures on each side to house |unber stock. Wought iron scroll
brackets adorn the southwest elevation at the wndows and roofline.

87. Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad Depot. 219 W M Al pine St.; ca. 1885,
Contributing. A wde overhanging gable roof sugported by brackets and 44 wi ndows
characterize this typical wod frame board and batten railroad depot.

88. Storage Shed. Behind building located at 211 W \dshington Ave. (#49); ca. 1950.
Conpatible, This contenporary rectangular structure, which has a corrugated netal,
pitched roof, is constructed of concrete blocks and wood. The single entrance door
is headed by a large wooden Iintel.

16 & 17 (P. Nemr's Dy Gods) - 107-109 E Véshington Ave.; ca. 18838, Conpatible,
A aresult of contenporary alterations and rennovations, the two-story buildings
located at 107 & 109 E Washington Avenue were incorporated into a single structure.
The building at 107 originally exhibited a pressed netal facade simlar to that of
the preceding building, while the other displayed a four bay brick facade. The
alumnumfal se front and the nodern alumnumstore front warrant the building' s
classification as conpatibl e,

30, (R A Patout (PA Ofice) - 217 E \shington Ave,; ca. 1885. Conpati bl e,
The stuccoed and brick front of this one-story building detracts fromthe historical/
architectural integrity of the district, although contenporary alterations mght be
renoved fromthe intact original facade.

33. (Smth Bros. Inplenent .) - 217 E Wshington Ave,; 1924, Conpatible, Like
bui I ding #32, construction materials of this fireproof building consist of reinforced
concrete floors and roof, and stone bearing walls. Contenporary renodelling obscures
the original design of the structure,

71, (Bill's Dollar Store) - 110 Farquhar St,; 1925, Conpatible, The entire facade
of this single story commercial building has been covered with a netal sign and a
nodern alumnum store front added. Historic photos showthat the original design

of this structure isidentical to that of the adjacent building (#42).

78, 203 Railroad St.; ca. 1881, Conpatible. A though nodern alterations have totally
changed the original appearance of this building's facade with stucco and brick, the
|'i mestone rubblewalls remain intact.
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40. MNavasota (pera House. (First National Bank Building) - 202 E Wishington Ave.;
ca. 1875, renodelled in 1952 and 1978. Conpatible. Originally one of the earliest
stone buildings constructed on the south side of VMshington Avenue, this structure
di spl ayed a stepped parapet facade which was extensivelyremodelled in 1952 and 1978.
Mbdern al terations, i1ncluding the nodern brick face and concrete canopy, cover the
entire original linestone rubble walls.

Nonconformng intrusions detracting fromthe integrity of the district

50, (Silverstein's Food Store) - 217 W Wshington Ave,; ca. 1895.  Intrusive.

The original front facade and character of this one-story building have been obscured.
The nodern brick facade and al umnumstore front detract fromthe historical/
architectural integrity of the district,

51, (Silverstein's Food Store) - 217 W Washington Ave,; ca. 1889. Intrusive.
Little of the original character of this two-story commercial building remains.
Stucco and brick have been applied to the original |inestone rubble facade and
openi ngs have been changed or obscured throughout. The structure isclassified as
intrusive due to severe exterior alterations.

54 (Rattler's Steak House) - 201 N la Salle St.; 1955 ~ Intrusive. This contenporary
one-story commercial building displays a stuccoed facade, double wooden doors, and plate
gl ass w ndows.

5. (Auto Parts of Navasota) - 109 N La Salle St.; 1946. Intrusive, This one-story
structure has a rectangul ar plan, concrete block construction, and a netal facade.

66. (Navasota Examner) - 115 Railroad St.; 1941. Intrusive. The nodern brick facade
and netal store front of this single story 1941 building detracts fromthe historical/
architectural integrity of the district.

73.  (The First National Drive-in Bank)- Behind First National Bank Building; 1960,
Intrusive, This nodern brick and netal drive-in bank detracts fromthe historical/
architectural integrity of the district.

76, (Cty Hall Building) - 204 E M Alﬁine St.; 1957, Intrusive. Built toreplace
the denolished 1903 city hall building, the present nodern brick nunicipal building
was constructed in 1957, The structure, with its contenporary design and al umnum
front, detracts fromthe historical/architectural integrity of the district.

85 & 8 (Self-storage Wdrehouse Units) - 201-202 § 10th St,; ca, 1976, Intrusive.
Non-contributing concrete block and metal storage units with flat roofs and netal
doors, these structures are not conpatible with the district,
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82. Key-Vely Construction . 215 Railroad Street; 1960. Intrusive. This |arge,

tyPi cal, nodern netal shed is constructed of corrugated netal siding and has aslightly
pitched gable roof.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 _ X-architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 X commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
X 1900- communications X industry politics/government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates 1860-1920 Builder Architect N/A

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Navasota Gomercial Historic District, with its well-preserved exanples of |ate-19th-
and early-20th-century vernacul ar architecture, reflects the progressive stages of this
railroad town's economc and cormercial devel opnent between 1860 and 1920, district
retains nost of its original character dueto the lack of major buildingalterationsand
new construction after 1920. Qrucial to the economc success of the cotton plantations
and farns along the rich bottomlands of the Brazos and Navasota R vers, the original
coomercial district of Navasota functioned as the mail railroad termnus and shipnent
center for athree-county area. Thedistrict maintains astrong link to the past not onl
through itsvernacular architecture, but also through itshistorical association wth suc
events as the 1687 explorations of the Fench nobl enan, Fobert Cavalier de La Salle, and
the signing of the Texas Declaration of |ndependence and adoption of the Constitution of
the Republic at Véshington-on-the-Brazos in 18%. My Pubhc-sp[rlted, romnent |ocal
citizens contributed greatly to the conmercia success of the region, includi n%l-bnry
Schunacher, who established the first known cotton seed oil mll inTexas in 1873.

The area included within the district's boundaries forns the center of nodern Navasota

and contains virtually all of the town's historically andarchitecturally significant
coomercial structures. Visual cohesiveness within the district is contrasted wth nodern

i nterspersed conmercial establishnents and residential neighborhoods beyond the boundaries
of the district. Historically, Navasota' s original boundaries extended amle inevery
direction fromthe central depot |ocated on Rarlroad Street. [Dueto its central location
on the road between Anderson and Viéshi ngt on-on-t he- Brazos, Véshi ngton Avenue vas early
recognized as the center of MNavasota s business district and continues to function as
such in nodern tines.

The md to late-19th-century character of the coormercial district is reinforced by

a high concentration of |argely unaltered |imestone rubble vernacular buildings, nost
of which were constructed b%/ a single stone nason, Janes Davern. A though constructed
several decades |ater than these earliest stone exanples, nany |ate-Victorian-brickand
ear|y-20th-century reinforced concrete structures maintain asimlarity of scaleand
design. Snpleyet ornanental design elenents, such as straight and arched continuous
belt courses and segnental relieving arches, characterize the district's vernacul ar
commercial buildings, nost of which were constructed over afifty-year period.
Navasota s conmer ci aV¥origin was historically based onthe great plantations extending
across the rich Brazos-Rver Valley bottons andits strategiclocation between Anderson
and Vdshi ngt on-on-the-Brazos, an early boomtown and capital of the Republic of Texas.
Navasota i s |ocated in southwest Gines Qounty, which was forned out of Mntgonery Gounty
in 1846 and naned after a signer of the Texas Declaration of |ndependence, Jessie Gines.
Caniel Arnol d, aGaor%Jla planter and one of Sephen F Austin's original "Three Hindred"
settlers, acquired a l'eague of land in 1832, andonthis land the early rural comnmunity
vas |ater |ocated.
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The town of Navasota did not energe until about 1852 when Janes Nol an, one of the earliest
settlers inthe area, constructed a double log cabin as a stage stop. He later built a
conbination smth shoF/grocer at the crossroads of a former Indian trail connecting

Houston with Veico Village and the present "nain" street running from Anderson t o Vdshi ngton-
on-the-Brazos. After the establishment of Nolan's Hotel on the corner of Wshi ngton Avenue
(present location of Brosig's Hardware Building, #14), and the U S Post Office in1856,
Navasota evolved into a small but thriving community of English and Irish settlers, and
nodest frane business buildings and residences characterized the town.

Wth the arrival of the railroad in 1859, MNavasota experienced a "booni period of devel op-
nent na rked by buil di ng expansi on, popul ation growth, and connercial prosperity.

August 1859, Nolan deeded t othe Houston and Texas Central Railroad 80 acres of landto

be used as aright-of-way. Town lots were soon laid out and streets surveﬁed by the rail-
road's chief engineer, W E Wod. The land retained by Nolan on the north side of

Vishi ngt on Avenue was surveyed and divided into conmercial lots by Fred MIIs. The business-
nan' s desire t oestablish mercantile houses, hotels, and bars in promnent |ocations result-
ed inacluster of coomercial structures along Railroad Street and Wshington Avenue. The
earliest extant hotel structure in Navasota, the three-story Gesel House (#65), was

|l ocated on Railroad Street and constructed during this period of expansion.

Early prosperity and growth within the community was sonewhat slowed by the Civil Vér and
virtually halted by ayellow fever epidemc in 1866, which reduced the town's popul ation
from about 3,000t 01,200. Afire started by disgruntled, unpai d Confederate soldiers
partially destroyed the city in 1865. Despite these disasters, Navasota began t o struggle
free of the effects of the Civil Vdr, Reconstruction, andfire in the 1870s. The town was
rebuilt by a new popul ace and incorporated as acity in Qctober 186. By 1873 the popul a-
tion had reached approximately 2, 700.

The establishment of several private and public banking institutions within Navasota i n
the early 1860s and 1870s spurred business activity and economc growh. Parker A Smth
and J. Donnely were the first toopen an exchange business i n1860-61. After the Civil

Vdr, D D Geen & @. established a brokerage house which closed with Geen's death in
1867. The Citizens Bank of Navasota, which was chartered and opened in 1870, |ater occupied
the three-story AdCitizens National Bank Building (#44). Several other private

banking institutions, including one fornmed in 1876 by M Keach, were established in Navasota
during this period.

After the great fire of Julg 13, 1874, an ordinance was passed requiring al | new commercial
bui I dings t o be constructed of fireproof materials. The trenendous subsequent surge of
bui I ding activity between 1873 and 1885 produced nost of the district's substantial and
wel | -designed |imestone rubble comercial buildings along Railroad Street (100-200 bl ocks)
and the north side of \Mshington Avenue (100-200 bl ocks of E & W Washington). Both the
two-story M ckel borough Building (#19) and the three-story P A Smth Hotel (#64) were
constructed in 1874-75 of linestone rubble walls toconply with this ordinance. Ny other
construction projects soon fol | owed. .

Characteristic features of this stone architecture included decorative belt courses and
segnented and round arch openings. Historic photographs indicate that several buildings
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vere crowned with stepped or slightly pitched parapet walls, such as the original First
National Bank' Building (#40) and the K/MBCRadio Station (#67), respectively. Onlytwo
brick comercial structures, the Lewis J. Wlson Building (#12) and the R A Patout
P.A Ofice (#30), remain from this period. Constructed at a cost of $18,000, the
1871 two-story WIson Building was the first brick conmercial structure in town.

N Adori & Bros, were the chief nasons, and Ragsdale Brooks andJ. L. Barrowdid the
woodwork.  Unfortunately, the original brick facade of the R A Patout Office Building
has been totally obscured with nodern plaster and brick.

A robust economc climte and general prosperity during the 1870s produced an earl

desire for finesse and quality in building construction. Stucco was applied on the
facades of several |inmestone rubble commercial structures, such as S W Rucker Drug (#27)
and the Leake Building (#28), toresenble cut stone. A though not as w despread, the
early use of cast iron in Navasota reflected popular architectural trends within najor

U S cities. Thetown's finest architectural exanple of conbined use of vernacul ar
limestone rubble with cast iron detailing isthe P A Smth Hotel (#64), perhaps the
nost anbitious and handsone commercial structure in Navasota. Highlightingthe building s
facade are the squared iron pilasters with foliated capitals and projecting dentiled

corni ce.

Hotel s, bars, and other nercantile establishments |ocated on Railroad Street and

Véshi ngton Avenue catered torailroad nen and travellers and furnished farmers from

the surrounding regions wth neededsupplies. By 1885 there were sone fifty stoneand
brick comercial establishnents in Navasota, including five hotels, four groceries, four
saloons, three drug stores, ten general merchandi se stores, two printing shops, and a
single saddler and jeweler.

Two established opera houses contributed tothe cultural life of the citizens in Navasota.
P A Snth owned and operated the Navasota (pera Hbuse on the second floor of the present
First National Bank Building (#402], while the (ol unbia (pera House occupi ed the second and
third stories of the originally three-story Fabric Care Center building (#60). Largely
due tothe owners' efforts, several fanous acting troupes and shows passed through
Navasota t operform at either facility.

Oe of the nost extensive, inportant, and successful of Navasota's 19th-century com
mercial enterprises was a cottonseed processing industry in continuous operation until

1954 when the firm changed over t othe warehousing of cotton. Established on June 10,

1873, by Gernan inmgrant Henry Schunacher, the cottonseed oil mll was the first industry
of itskind inthe state of Texas. Schumacher originally ran a small wooden blind nanu-
facturing shop in 1865 but within a few years he had added a grist mll, cotton gin, and
planning mll. The oil works conpany he established in 1873 produced cottonseed oil, neal,
and cake and processed about 1,500 tons of seed per year. Schunacher not only contributed
significantly tothe early economc devel opnent of Navasota, but distinguished hinself as
a community leader. Viden the First National Bank was established in 189, he served as
vice-president, and |ater as second president after the death of E W Brosig. In 1888
President Chester A Arthur honored Schunacher for his contributiontothe cottonseed oi |
industry and agriculturein the South.



NPS Fonn 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018

(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84
United States Department off the Interior NNNNNNN
National Park Service For NPS 1 anly
National Register of Historic Places NN ]2
Inventory—Nomination Form ceeareed
Gntinuation sheet |t em nuniver Page

Continued economc prosperity in Navasota was assured with the establishnent of two
additional railroadlines. The Santa Fe Railroad CGonpany w shed to extend a line through
Navasota t o secure an interest in the great |unber tonnage being shipped fromthe pine
forests of East Texas. Through George Sealy & Associates of Galveston, the Santa Fe
Railroad acquired all the stock of a short seven-mle line, the Central-Mntgomery, in
1882, and had extended it into East Texas by 1885. A branch of the International and
Geat Northern Railroad with shippi n% facilities was established in Navasota in1900.
i’g{)&]l ation increased steadily through the 20th century, with 2,900 in 1890 and 3,284 i n

Early-20th-century construction in Navasota was confined, for the nost part, toan area
surrounding the 1903 brick City Hall (nowdenolished and site of present city hall build-
ing, #64). The south side of East Wshington Avenue (100-200 bl ocks) near itsintersec-
tion wth Hghway 6 was soon filled with late Victorian brick conmercial structures
(#35-39), as was the 100 block of Farquhar Street. A though several of these buildings
were constructed shortly after 1900, they are characteristic of nuch |ate-19th-century
commercial architecture in Navasota. e of the earliest turn-of-the-century brick-faced
| imestone structures built within this area, the Colonial Cafe (#36) originally displayed
a corbelled cornice and continuous arched belt course above four segnental arched w ndows.
Recent|y, however, the facade with itsbrick detailing has been stuccoed. Several sub-
stantial reinforced concrete buildings with decorative exterior brick walls (#32,42,43)
were constructed within the district between 1924 and 1925.

Wthin the first two decades of the 20th century, comercial architecture in Navasota
reflected various trends in exterior ornanentation. Easily transported, prefabricated
stanped sheets of gal vanized iron or tin appeared on small but promnent stone connercial
buildings. Wile ground stories retained their ori?inal wood and netal fronts, upper
stories were often finished with stylish sheet netal, noulded toimtate elaborate Y car ved
stone construction (see buildings #18, 19, 25). Brick facades with corbelled detailing
were applied t osone stone structures during this period. Nearly all the comwrcial
buildings within the district had awnings of sone sort, usually w de, flat, wooden or tin
ones stretching tothe street. My larger, nore promnent buildings, such as the G esel
House (#65) and the A d First National Bank Building (#46) had tw- and three-story gal -
leries extending across them

Although Navasota, |ocated on the eastern edge of the East Texas pine belt, had historical-
ly relied alnmost exclusively on cotton for itslivelihood, newranches and farns

energed inthe first half of the 20th century. By 1896 aﬂproxi mately 100 cormercial enter-
prises were operating in Navasota. Businesses such as Schunacher's cottonseed oi |l mill,

an ice factory, a broomand cigar factory, and a bottling works conpany supplied t he

hone trade and carried on quite an extensive shipping business. Currently, nuch of
Navasota' s econony is allied with the steel business and various nanufacturing and in-
dustrial businesses located in the Navasota Industrial Park #1, south of the city.

The Hghway 6 Bypass between Dal |as-and Houston has recently diverted traffic away from
downt own Navasota and contributed tothe decline of nany comercial businesses within the
district. Anewinterest in dowtown revitalization, however, has recently been
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encouraged within the private and business sectors. In 1977 the Cty of Navasota
received a grant from the National Endownent for the Arts' Anerican Architectural
Heritage Programto devel op a downtown preservation plan. Sone restoration projects
have been conpleted within the city and several nore are projected for 1982

Significant Buildings and O ganizations
J. Youens & @ #34

This early-19th-century wood and metal commercial structure, distinguished by itsscroll
brackets, represents the ol dest continuous business in Navasota. The |unber conpany,
established in the late 1860s, occupied this structure from about 1900 to 1974 and is cur-
rently located on W \shington Avenue. Joseph Brooks, who had noved from \Mshi ngt on-on-
the-Brazos, originally founded the |unber conpany which operated a planing mll and work-
shop. Jesse Youens, a highly skilled craftsmn, entered the business as a partner
in 1871 this tine the business was |ocated ina large stone and wood building (now
denol i shed) |ocated between Railroad and 10th Streets. Several sawm|ls shipoed their
rough lunber here for carving and dressing. The planing m|l was equipped not only with
nmachines for dressing and matching |unber, but also with picket and noul di ng nachi nes
and |athes for naking popul ar or ornamental wood trinmm ng.

G esel House #65

Situated across from the original Houston and Texas Central Railroad depot (denolished),
this three-story structure represents the ol dest extant conmercial building in Navasota.
It was erected 1n 180 by R H Gesel and his Gernan-born wife, Fannie, to house a
restaurant and hotel. e stuccoed facade originally displayed a two-story wooden side-
wal k canopy which vas arched on the ground level. Gesel, a promnent citizen and G
federate veteran, served as tenporary nayor of Navasota during the yellow fever epidemc
in 1867. Ms. Gesel renaned the hotel and restaurant "God Morning John" in 1871 and
continued managing i tuntil her death in 1871. Hotel and restaurant establishments [ater
housed within this buildingwere "The Exchange" and "The Hoyle".

P A Smth Hotel #064

Built in 1876 by Captain Philip Aurene Smth, The P A Smth Hotel on Railroad Street
stands as a unique blend of native linestone construction and inported cast-iron detailing.
The cast-iron elenents were nanufactured by Pullis Brothers of St. Louis, Mssouri. The
structure functioned as a hotel until 1890. At this tine the first floor was used for
comercial purposes, while the upper floors served as the private residence of the Smth
famly. Born on March 21, 1829 in Lews County, Nw York, P A Smth taught school in
Springfield, Illinois, where he becane a good friend of AbrahamLincoln. Smth declined

a cabinet positionoffered by President Lincoln and traveled south to join the Confederate
arny. Captain Smth arrived in Navasota in 1869 and becane one of the town's earliest
promnent citizens and civic leaders. In additionto owing a furniture store, operating
the Navasota (pera House, and hol ding extensive real estate, Smth founded the Navasota
ekl y Tablet, a newspaper catering to the conservative politics of the Southern Denocrats.
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Foster Building #20

The two-story red-brick-faced Foster Building has housed various conmercial establishments,

including the Mstrot Brothers Ory ods Store and the R A Patout Gnpany, credited with

being the first ladies' ready-to-wear business in Navasota. In 1892, R A Patout

the Mstrot Store. Later he becane sol e proprietor of the business, andinthe 1920s the

busi ness was incorporated as R A Patout & . The conmercial establishnent achieved quite
areputation as aquality snall town departnent store, and R A Patout becane a wel | -known
and resI%ect ed buyer inat least four najor |adies ready-to-wear narkets. The business vas

rim by R A Patout, Jr. as a sole proprietorship until 1969.

Lews J. Wlson Building #12

The Lews J. WIlson Building, constructedin 1871 on the northwest corner of Véshi ngton
Avenue and Railroad Street, was the first brick conmercial structure erected i n Navasota.
During the 1850s Lews J. Wl son was the bookkeeper and general nanager of his father's
busi ness i n Anderson. I n 1866 he operated his om business inassociation with Janes Q
Yarborough. I'n 1871 they constructedtheir Iar%e two-story conmercia business next to
the railroad at a cost of $18 000.00. Yarborough left the'firm in 1875 and the business
continued to operate under the nane of Wlson and Hwell for the next six years.

Lodge No. 299 Ancient, Free, and Accepted Msons

Navasot a s.Lodﬁe N 29A FE &A M was chartered on June 14, 1867. Early neetings
were held inthe frane Derrick Smth Buildi n?, on Vdshi ngt on Avenue and t he Fel | ows Hal |
until it wes burned in 1883. Followingthe fire the Msons noved to the upper story of a
stone building on Railroad Street (#79). O Qtober 25, 1929, the cornerstone vas 1aid

for the building at the southeast corner of La Salle Street and Véshi ngton Avenue (#34),
\lf\hlchdh]pused H]\e {\Aasonlc Tenpl e on the second floor. Theentire |ower story was originally
eased for atheatre.

Bunmenthal's Fruit Pal ace #68

The owner of thi MO}?M ar turn-of-the-century fruit shop/ice creamparlor, A C B unenthal,
perished on the | itanic in 1912 The two-story building housed several conmercial
establ i shments,/including a hotel naned the"Myfair."
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Definition of Categories
Contributing:

The majority of buildings (45 of 88) within the district areclassifiedascontributing.
This category includes structures that areover fifty years old, retain a significant
anount of their historical and architectural integrity, and are representative of |ate-
19th- and early-20th-century vernacular commercial architecture. Sone of the buildings
classified as contributing, such as #8, reveal a noderate anount of exterioralterations;
however, the upper facades remain virtually unaltered and reflect the original character
and design of the building.

Conpati bl e:

G the 88 buildings, 33 arecategorized as conpatible. This classification includes those
buil dings erected over fifty years ago whose architectural integrity has been adversely
affected by noderate alterations. Mst of these buildings, however, retain enough of
their original architectural design elenments tobe reclassifiedas contributingi f
certifiable (Secretary of Interior Standards) work is perfornmed. Contenporary buildings
less than fifty years old nay be classifiedas conpatible when they reflect the con-
struction materials and design of the buildings within the district or contributeto

Its visual cohesiveness.

[ ntrusive:

Ten structures are grouped in this category. Included arecontenporary intrusive
buildings less than fifty years ol d whose nodern character and design detract from the
historical/architectural integrity of the district. Simlarly, older structuresin

whi ch severe alterations have obscured nmost of the buildi n?'s original designand
detailing have been classifiedas intrusive. Additional older structures which have
been irreversibly altered are also included within this category.

Justification of Boundaries

The district includes virtually all of doantown Navasota's |ate-19th- and early-20th-
century conmercial buildings that nade up the original central business district.

The boundaries have been determned t oobtain the highest concentration of [ittle-
altered, historic commercial buildings. Residential neighborhoods with contenporary,
historically insignificant comercial buildings located along major streets border
the district tothe north andeast. The district i s bounded on the south and west

by residences, warehouses, and manufacturing and industrial conpl exes.
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VEHBA. BONDYRY OESR PTTON

Beﬁi nning at the point of intersection between W M Al pine Street and the center of

oth Street, proceed north west along the center of 9th Street approximately 330 feet
parallel tothe south wall of the buildi n% at 217 W Véshington Arenue (#51) to the
center of W Véshington Avenue. Then north west along the center of 9th Street parallel
to the south V\est_property line of 222 \\W \Mishington Avenue (#1) for approxi mately

200 feet and continue north east 355 feet along the rear property line of arow of
commerci al  buil di nPs 202-222 \W Veshi ngton Avenue) to the center of 10th Street.
TnencasagaProm nat e ¥?a'00f66t north west along the center of 10th Street. Thence north
east eet past Railroad Street continuingalong aline parallel totherear north
vest wall of 101 E Véshington Avenue toamd-point inthealley between 111 and 115
E \Wdshington Avenue. Thence north west approxi nat _eIK 736 feet along the center of
Dke Street past Brule Street toa point parallel with thenorth property |ineof

306 Dke Street and continue al ong the west proPerty line of sane structure about

275 feet. Thence south east along the center of La Salle Street approxinately

650 feet toapoint parallel with thenorth rear wall of building |ocated at “303

E Wdshington Avenue. Thence north east 80 feet along rear wall of sane structure

and continue south east along aline parallel wth its northwall across

E Véshington Avenue to the sidewal k. Thence north east 75 feet along sidewal k thence
approxi mately 125 feet south east along north wall of 302-304 E Véshington Arenue to
anmdpoint inthealley. Thence south west along the alley tothe center of La Salle
Street continuingsouth east 330 feet along the center of La Salle past M A pine Street
to thealley intersecting Block 98. Thence south west approximately 500 feet alongthe
center of thealley Fast Farquhar Street toamdpoint 1 nthe next alley. Thence
south east approximately 150 feet along the center of thealley tothe center of Hlland
Street. Thence south west along the center of Holland Street approxinately 600 feet

to apoint parallel with the south east property line of 208-212 10th Street. Thence
north west al on% the south property line of Sante Fe Railroad Depot (219 W M Al pi ne
Street) to the beginning point.



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES EVALUATION/ RETURN SHEE]

. . . A
22t?;:a|3;;:;<;z?&>:)lt3neWt « «te l««*rier O 3 06173 7

Navasota Commei”~ial Historic District
Grimes County

TEXAS
Working No.
F«d. Reg. Data; A N EATA
Date Du>- //~* yM
Action: NAATIFPT s
resubmission RETURN
nomination by person or local government REJECT
ownar objection Federal Agency:
appeal
Substantive Review: sample request 4 appeal NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom. /Criteria
Reviewer
Discipline.
Date
continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7. Description

»mnw <aiaiiu«a<aj unan*r«d ongmal ana
nrtna ttma»

aummary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection



8. Significance
P*Wod Ar*ma al Si*niflcanca—CH*ck a0*4 Justify b»low

*pMlIflc dataa culltfw ArchlIMI

H*taffi»nt af tlvnlficanc* (In ana p«ragraph)

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acraaga of nominatad property .
Ouadrangta nama
UMT n<f*rar>c«|

V*f«al boundanr daacrtplion and iuatldcation

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer

Tht evaluated slgr>tftcar>ce of this property within the state ii

rwtK>nai atate local

State HlatoTK: Preaervatton Officer signature

tttic date
13. Other
Maps
Photographs
Other

Certification

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached

to

Phone:

sheet

202

272

3504



NAVASOTA COMMERCI AL
HI STORI C DI STRICT

Contributing Structures

Compatible Structures

Intrusive Structures Cvj
District Boundaries

ST
9\»o\nw 1+
WASHINGTON AVE
57 &
6« 1
Mc ALPINE ST
E2EZ3 11
N
flo

SCALE I* = 200
HOLLAND ST



























































































































































































































































































































-VE Op

IMATIOKT..
REGISTER

ri RTISTINNELL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TEXAS HISTORICAL COMMISSION

P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 (512)463-6100

October 16, 1992

Mrs. Carol Shull

National Parle Service

National Register Division

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127

Dear Carol:

Regretfully, the following properties should be removed from the National Register of
Historic Places:

Louwien, A.C., Bakery, Port Lavaca - Calhoun County. Building was gutted and all that
remains are the end walls (see attached letter to Mr. George Rhodes, Chairman of the
Calhoun County Historical Commission).

Heights Telephone Company Building, Houston - Harris County. Demolished by owner (see
confirmation by Margie Elliott, Greater Houston Preservation Alliance).

Knox, James W., House, Jacksboro - Jack County. Demolished by fire in November, 1991
(see newspaper article from Fort Worth Star-Telearam).

Baker, John, Building, Houston - Harris County. (Contributing property in the Main
Street/Market Square Historic District) Demolished on April 13, 1992.

Schumacher Oil Works, 104-107 Duke St. and Old Schumacher Home, 306 Duke St.,
Navasota - Grimes County. (Contributing properties in the Navasota Commercial Historic
District) Oil mill was demolished and the Schumacher Home was moved off site as
confirmed by Jane Miller with the Chamber of Commerce.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Curtis JUptneW
State Historic Preservation Officer
CT/MCl/pc
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