
NPS Forni l a ^ f X l 
(Rm. »a6) 

OUB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Parl< Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

OCT 1 01390' 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

«—. 

•i 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in Guidolines 
for CompMng National Register Forms (National Register Bulletin 16). Complete each item by marking " x " in the appropriate box or by entering 
the requested information. If an item does not apply to the property being dcx;umented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets 
(Form 10-900a). Type all entries. 

1. Name of Property 
historic name Weatherford Downtown Historic D i s t r i c t 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
street & number R o u g h l y b o u n d e d b y W a c o , W a t e r , W a l n u t a n d L e e S t r e e t s t^/Anot for publication 

city, town W e a t h e r f o r d kiAvic inl ty 

state T e x a s code TX county P a r k e r code 367 zip code 7 6 0 8 6 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

[x~l private 

fy"! public-local 

H public-State 

fx~| public-Federal 

Category of Property 

[x~l building(s) 

f?n district 

I I site 

H structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

_aj 
_ Q 

Noncontributing 

^ 5 buildinas 

J l . 
0 0 

81 45 

. sites 

structures 

. objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 
Historic and Architectural Resources of Weatherford, 

Tpxa.q 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 1 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

Nat ion^ l^egister of Historig,Pteces. and meets the p j»Mdura l and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In rn^^Opiriion, I fS^p^per ty I X I meets E H does n o t / m e ^ the National Register criteria. See continuatlop.,sheet. 

Signature of certifying official 
Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 
r?C| entered in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

I [determined eligible for the National 

Register. E H See continuation sheet. 

I [determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

H removed from the National Register. 

I I other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use 
Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade: specialty store: busines.s; 

f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n 
Government; courthouse; c i t y h a l l ; pn.sr 

o f f i c e 
Religion: religious structurft 

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Commerce/Trade: specialty store; business;  

f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n 
Government: courthouse; c i t y h a l l ; post 

o f f i c e 
Religion: religious structure 

7. Description 
Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation b r i c k ^ s t o n e 
walls b r i c k 

Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

I t a l i a n a t e 
Commercial style l imestone 

roof _ 
other 

asphalt 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

See text which begins with Continuation Sheet 7-1, 

fx~l See continuation sheet 
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WEATHERFORD DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

The Weatherford Downtown Historic D i s t r i c t i s focused on the Parker 
County Courthouse Scjuare at the heart of t h i s town 30 miles west of Fort Worth 
i n north central Texas. U.S. Highway 80 passes from east to west d i r e c t l y 
through the scjuare where the courthouse s i t s high i n the middle of a large 
t r a f f i c roundabout. The courthouse scjuare i t s e l f i s on a s l i g h t r i s e 
approximately three blocks south of the r i v e r . The T r i n i t y r i v e r t r i b u t a r y , 
p a r a l l e l l e d by the Texas & Pacific Railroad tracks, cut from southeast to 
northwest through town. The d i s t r i c t i s a vaguely cruciform shape, comprised 
of the courthouse scjuare and the commercial areas that developed along the 
major arteries that lead in t o the scjuare. The area to the north and east of 
the scjuare i s more heavily developed than that to the south and west, due to 
i t s proximity to the r a i l r o a d . A major artery of automobile-era buildings i s 
concentrated along the east-west axis of Highway 80. A group of churches 
anchors the d i s t r i c t at i t s southern edge. Ar c h i t e c t u r a l l y the d i s t r i c t i s 
dominated by late 19th and early 20th century commercial buildings i n 
limestone and brick. Also represented are s i g n i f i c a n t governmental and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings representing several r e v i v a l and modernistic styles. 
There are roughly 126 buildings i n the area; 64 percent are defined as 
Contributing (Contr. = 81, Non-Contr. = 45). 

The layout of the Weatherford Courthouse Scjuare i s d i s t i n c t i v e . Rather 
than the courthouse occupying one block bounded by four streets, as i s most 
common i n Texas, the courthouse s i t s on a large block from which four major 
routes radiate, so that the courthouse s i t s prominently on axis with each. 
Consecjuently, eight blocks front onto the square, creating an unusually 
dramatic and open public space. The Second Empire courthouse (National 
Register 1971) i n the center of the scjuare, serves as the focal point of the 
c i t y as i t has since i t s construction i n 1886. I t s location, on a s l i g h t l y 
elevated area at the intersection of two major thoroughfares, enhances the 
impact of the s i t e and the architecture. The courthouse i s surrounded by a 
simple landscape of grass, shrubbery and a few small trees. Several t i e r s of 
parking surround the courthouse block. Or i g i n a l l y the scjuare was of unpaved 
d i r t with no landscaping, however, i n 1921 i t was paved and landscaped with 
backing from the 20th Century Club. In the mid-1960s, because of heavy 
t r a f f i c and congestion, the highway department created a t r a f f i c c i r c l e around 
the courthouse, which, despite a few modifications, i s essentially what i s 
seen today. The automobile has become a very dominant element of the 
Weatherford scjuare, evident i n the large areas given over to parking and i n 
the high volume of t r a f f i c through the area. 
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The architectural character of the scjuare i s defined by lat e 19th 
century commercial buildings. The majority of these are 2-story stone 
structures, deep and narrow i n plan, with I t a l i a n a t e d e t a i l i n g on the facades. 
General characteristics of t h i s type are a v e r t i c a l i t y of design: t a l l , narrow 
windows, often with segmental-arch openings and hood molds; ornate preased-
metal cornices that add height t o the parapet; and storefronts heightened by 
transoms and often decorated with cast-iron columns. Good examples of t h i s 
type are 105 College Avenue, the Cotten-Bratten Furniture Company at 115 
College Avenue, the 100 block of Dallas Avenue, the 100 block of York Avenue, 
and the H i l l Building at 100-108 E. Church Street. While there are many 
intrusions of l a t e r building types on the scjuare, the lat e 19th century 
I t a l i a n a t e form i s s t i l l the most v i s u a l l y dominant arc h i t e c t u r a l influence 
and establishes the character of the d i s t r i c t . 

There are several other Italianate-influenced buildings of t h i s era 
along North Main Street that tend t o be less ornate than those around the 
scjuare. This contrast r e f l e c t s the v i s i b i l i t y and stature of a location on 
the scjuare, and the more subdued architectural interpretations taken i n la t e r 
construction as development moved northward toward the r a i l r o a d . Examples of 
the l a t t e r type are: Carter-Ivy Hardware at 120 N. Main Street (Site No. CBD-
9), J.R. Fleming-Vincent Feeds at 317-319 N. Main Street (Site No. CBD-11) and 
the structure at 300 N. Main Street (Site Nc. CBD-10). 

The second predominate building type i n the d i s t r i c t i s the early 20th 
century cortimercial structure. These occur on the scjuare but are most common 
on the secondary streets that were developed s l i g h t l y l a t e r , and p a r t i c u l a r l y 
on North Main Street between the scjuare and the r a i l r o a d stations. They are 
generally 1-story, rectangular i n plan, and most commonly b u i l t of brick with 
simple d e t a i l i n g . The overall appearance of these buildings i s horizontal 
though they r e t a i n some of the architectural elements of e a r l i e r structures, 
such as transom windows, decorative cast-iron columns, f l a t awnings, and 
central entrances. In place of pressed-metal cornices are simpler decorative 
brickwork parapets, sometimes with t e r r a cotta d e t a i l s . Examples of t h i s 
style include the row of buildings from 122 to 134 York Avenue, the structures 
at 166 and 118 North Main Street, and the row of buildings i n the 100 block of 
West College Street on the south side of the scjuare. 

In the northwestern sector of the d i s t r i c t are the heaviest c o l l e c t i o n 
of u t i l i t a r i a n buildings that can be loosely c l a s s i f i e d as in d u s t r i a l - r e l a t e d . 
While processing plants were generally b u i l t on the r i v e r outside of the 
d i s t r i c t , t h i s c l a s s i f i c a t i o n w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t includes primarily small 
warehouse buildings. These are usually 1-story, very simple box forms with 
f l a t or s l i g h t l y pitched roofs, generally with a parapet. They are most 
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commonly b u i l t of brick, though there are exeunples i n stone, as at 317-19 
North Main. Their d i s t i n c t i v e feature i s the large s l i d i n g or folding f r e i g h t 
doors. Other examples are at 308 North Main and at the corner of York and 
Spring. 

Since about World War I development has tended to occur east and west 
along Highway 80. Since the automobile came into general use t h i s has been 
the dominant transportation artery through Weatherford. The placement of 
public buildings i n pa r t i c u l a r along t h i s route i l l u s t r a t e s i t s primacy. The 
Post Office was b u i l t i n 1914 at 117 Fort Worth Street, j u s t east of the 
scjuare. I t combines a classical portico with Georgian style windows and 
balustrade i n a Classical Revival i n t e r p r e t a t i o n that was considered 
appropriate for s i g n i f i c a n t public buildings at that time. The Weatherford 
City Hall was sited west of the scjuare at 119 Palo Pinto Street when i t was 
b u i l t i n 1933. Deserting the e a r l i e r popular r e v i v a l styles, the City Hall i s 
a fine representation of the Moderne style most frecjuently used i n public 
building projects of the 1930s. The Public Market was b u i l t i n a v i s i b l e 
location on Fort Worth Street two blocks east of the scjuare. Also a 
Depression-era public works project, the market i s a semi-open shed and has a 
stuccoed facade with a cur v i l i n e a r , shaped parapet suggestive of Spanish 
Colonial Revival architecture. 

The churches i n the d i s t r i c t are clustered along South Main Street, one 
block south of the scjuare. Constructed between 1895 and 1923, most of these 
borrow from Romanesque or Gothic Revival styles. The F i r s t Presbyterian 
Church (206 South Main), the Church of Christ (201 South Main), and the Parker 
County Museum (112 West Oak, o r i g i n a l l y a church) a l l use rough-faced ashlar 
limestone and square-plan, corner towers that give them a heavy, rooted 
appearance i n the English t r a d i t i o n . However, each mixes s t y l i s t i c influences 
i n i t s own eccentric way. St. Stephens Catholic Church (211 South Main), 
though b u i l t of brick, shares the blocky corner towner and gabled form of i t s 
neighbor churches. A l l Saints Episcopal Church (121 South Waco), l i k e St. 
Stephens, i s b u i l t of brick and most closely conforms to the English Gothic 
sty l e . 

Weatherford's central business d i s t r i c t has retained much of i t s 
architectural i n t e g r i t y and, to a degree, i t s cohesiveness. While many of the 
buildings are i n various stages of deterioration, few are past the point of no 
return. The addition of new storefronts, windows, and inappropriate awnings 
are common, but i n most cases reversible. Several structures on the scjuare 
have been altered so severely that the i n t e g r i t y of the o r i g i n a l structure i s 
completely gone. Despite these intrusions, 64 percent of the structures i n 
the d i s t r i c t are c l a s s i f i e d as Contributing as of 1990. 
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L i s t of Contributing Properties 

110-112 A u s t i n 203 N. Main 
100-108 E. Church 205 N. Main 
119 E. Church 209 N. Main 
101 W. Church 215 N. Main 
103 W. Church 220 N. Main 
105 W. Church 224 N. Main 
107 W. Church 300--304 N. Main 
109 W. Church 303 N. Main 
113 W. Church 306 N. Main 
101-103 College 308 N. Main 
115-119 College 310 N. Main 
118 College 313 N. Main 
120 College 315 N. Main 
121-123 College 317 N. Main 
Courthouse ( S i t e No. CBD-1) 319 N. Main 
100-104 Dallas 108 S. Main 
106 Dallas 110 S. Main 
108 Dallas 116--118 S. Main 
112 Dallas 200 S. Main 
112 N. Elm 201 S. Main 
112-120 Fort Worth 211 S. Main 
117 Fort Worth 301 S. Main 
124 Fort Worth 112 W. Oak 
210 Fort Worth 113 W. Oak 
213 Fort Worth 111 Palo Pinto 
100 Houston 119 Palo Pinto 
102 Houston 121 S. Waco 
106 Houston 111--113 York 
110-112 Houston 120 York 
116 Houston 122 York 
121 Houston 124 York 
122 Houston 126 York 

107 N. Main 127--133 York 

109 N. Main 128 York 

110 N. Main 130 York 

111 N. Main 203 York 

114 N. Main 205 York 

118 N. Main 207 York 

120 N. Main 208 York 

124 N. Main 210 York 

201 N. Main 
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100- 102 A u s t i n 201 York 
104-108 A u s t i n 209 York 
106 W. Bridge 220 York 
110 E. Church 314 York 
112 E. Church 318 York 
131 W. Church 
105 College 
107-111 College 
208 College 
300 College 
108 Fort Worth 
110 Fort Worth 
122 F o r t Worth 
200 Fort Worth 
201 Fort Worth 
202 Fort Worth 
204 Fort Worth 
205-209 Fort Worth 
206 Fort Worth 
117-119 N. Main 
121-123 N. Main 
207 N. Main 
208 N. Main 
213 N. Main 
217 N. Main 
219 N. Main 
223 N. Main 
311 N. Main 
112 S. Main 
114 S. Main 

123 S. Main 
124 S. Main 
203 S. Main 
209 S. Main 
101- 109 T r i n i t y 
111 T r i n i t y 
123 S. Waco 
101-105 York 
107 York 
134 York 
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8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally statewide 1x1 locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X ] A Q B [ X ] C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ X ] A Q D Q E Q F I | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

Architecture 1874-1945 N/A 
Commerce Government 
Industry 
R e l i g i o n Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

See text which begins with Continuation Sheet 8-1. 

[ x l See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Parker County H i s t o r i c a l Commission, History of Parker County, ed. Helen Lance, Taylor 
Publishing Co. 1980. 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Weatherford, Texas (1885, 1889, 1894, 1900, 1905, 1910, 
1921, 1931). 

Smythe, H., H i s t o r i c a l Sketch of Parker County and Weatherford, Texas, St. Louis, 
Louis C. Lavat, 1877. 

Texas University Bureau of Business Research, "An Economic Survey of Parker County", 
prepared for the Texas and Pacific Railway Company, 1948. 

I I See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 

has been requested Pa rk r ^ historic presentation office 
[ x ] previously listed in the National Register : County C o u r t h o u s e J Other State agency 

previously determined eligible by the National Register J Federal agency 
Zl designated a National Historic Landmark ^ Local government 

I I recorded by Historic American Buildings H University 
Survey # • Other 

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: 
Record # Texas H i s t o r i c a l Commission. Austin 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property 31 acres 

UTM References 
A [ l i 4 j 16 l l i2 15 |2 lO I 13 ,6 |2 ,5 |4 ,4 ,0 I B l A J I6 H i3 | 0 | 0 | 0 | 13 ,6 12 ,5 14 14 10 I 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 

C I l i 4 l l6 l l i2 |5 i2 lO I 13 i6 |2 ,4 |6 i6 lO I D | l i4 I |6 |1 ,3 |0 ,0 ,0 I 13 16 12 14 16 16 10 I 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See text which begins with Continuation Sheet 10-1. 

Uri See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

See text which begins with Continuation Sheet 10-1, 

f x ] See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Sandy Stone and Jamie Wise (with Tory Laughlin Taylor, Archi tec tura l His tor ian , THC) 
organization Ausland Architects date A p r i l , 1990; September, 1990 
street & number 609B West 6th Street telephone 512/474-8076 
city or town Austin state Texas îp code 78703 
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The Weatherford Downtown Historic D i s t r i c t i s a c o l l e c t i o n of commercial 
and i n s t i t u t i o n a l buildings which together i l l u s t r a t e the town's development 
as a commercial and governmental center for i t s region, and the evolution of 
architectural types through i t s l a t e 19th and early 20th century growth. The 
d i s t r i c t i s being nominated i n association with the h i s t o r i c contexts 
"Community and Regional Settlement, Weatherford, Texas, 1852-1874" and 
"Community and Regional Development, Weatherford, Texas 1874-1945." The 
nomination relates to the statewide contexts of Agriculture and Community and 
Regional Development i n Texas. I t meets National Register c r i t e r i o n A for i t s 
association with the workings of commerce and government i n Weatherford from 
approximately 1880 to 1945, and i t meets c r i t e r i o n C, s i g n i f i c a n t i n the area 
of Architecture and Urban Planning, as an excellent c o l l e c t i o n of vernacular 
commercial buildings w i t h i n a d i s t i n c t i v e courthouse square plan. The d i s t r i c t 
i s being nominated at the local level of significance. 

Weatherford follows a h i s t o r i c a l pattern of development t y p i c a l of many 
f r o n t i e r seats of goverrunent i n Texas, evolving a d i v e r s i f i e d economy as a hub 
of regional commerce. The town i n i t i a l l y developed around the courthouse 
square with small frame and brick structures housing businesses that provided 
the most essential commodities to regional farmers and ranchers. Weatherford 
i s unusual i n the length of time that i t remained a f r o n t i e r community at t h i s 
stage of development. Through approximately 25 years, including early 
settlement, Indian raids, the C i v i l War and Reconstruction, Weatherford 
remained a sparsely developed outpost community for ranching and agriculture. 
The a r r i v a l of the Texas and Pacific Railroad i n 1880 gave Weatherford the 
means to become a regional commerce and d i s t r i b u t i o n center. The resu l t i n g 
affluence and a v a i l a b i l i t y of more sophisticated building materials made 
possible the construction of the buildings which characterize Weatherford's 
business d i s t r i c t today. The Second Empire courthouse and the I t a l i a n a t e 
structures which l i n e the square and North Main Street, were constructed 
between about 1875 and 1910. H i s t o r i c a l l y , these were linked with banks, 
mercantiles or service businesses, a l l of which were i n d i r e c t products of 
regional ranching and cash crops. Though there are c i t y blocks which have 
lost many buildings from t h i s period, enough structures remain to give a sense 
of the town as i t was during i t s formative period of affluence. 

The influence that transportation routes have had on the growth patterns 
of Weatherford cannot be overstated and i s s t i l l evident from the h i s t o r i c 
development which survives i n the d i s t r i c t . The Texas Si Pacific Railroad 
tracks were l a i d i n 1880 along the south side of the T r i n i t y r i v e r t r i b u t a r y , 
passing three blocks north of the square, running southeast to northwest. 
This triggered early northward growth of the Weatherford's business d i s t r i c t . 
Any i n d u s t r i a l processing or d i s t r i b u t i o n r e l i e d on the proximity of both the 
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r i v e r and the r a i l r o a d for power and transportation. The i n d u s t r i a l d i s t r i c t 
thus naturally developed i n the northeast sector of downtown, proximate to the 
tracks and the r i v e r . As long as the ra i l r o a d remained the dominant means of 
transportation, commercial development tended to grow northward as wel l , 
strung between the square and the ra i l r o a d depot near North Main Street. This 
accounts for the heavy concentration of h i s t o r i c commercial buildings along 
North Main Street. 

While Weatherford b u i l t i t s wealth on ranching, i n the late 19th century 
d i v e r s i f i e d agriculture increasingly dominated the economy of the community. 
The r a i l r o a d provided the means for Weatherford to become a regional 
processing and d i s t r i b u t i o n center for agriculture. Of the six granaries, 
cotton and o i l m i l l s that existed before 1889, only the Weatherford Castor O i l 
Works and the Bradfish Grain Elevator are known to remain. The abandoned 
Planters O i l M i l l , northwest of town, may be standing, a l b e i t i n a 
deteriorated state. Bradfish dates from 1910, and i s the only remaining 
granary that was b u i l t p r i o r to World War I I . The i n d u s t r i a l area of town 
continues to have a fabric similar to the e a r l i e r periods, due to low density 
development and the presence of one newer granary. 

S t i l l evident i n the d i s t r i c t i s the way i n which North Main Street 
developed with small, simple warehouse and r e t a i l buildings. Many buildings 
l i n i n g North Main Street today, date from the f i n a l two decades of the 19th 
century and are i n good condition. These 1- and 2-story structures were b u i l t 
to the front and side property li n e s , with the depth at the rear varying. 
H i s t o r i c a l l y , businesses adjoining the i n d u s t r i a l d i s t r i c t included wholesale 
grocers, a Chinese laundry, a soda and wine factory, iron works and wagon 
yards. 

The emergence of the automobile as a s i g n i f i c a n t transportation mode i s 
evident i n Weatherford's growth patterns early i n the 20th century. The 
Bankhead Highway, constructed j u s t before World War I , was one of the e a r l i e s t 
e f f o r t s t o create a transcontinental highway. I t passed through downtown 
Weatherford on Fort Worth and Palo Pinto streets. This axis, passing through 
the square, thereby gained greater visual and symbolic significance as the 
primary entrances to Weatherford. The h i s t o r i c a l importance of t h i s route i s 
evident i n the s i t i n g of public buildings along i t (as noted i n Section 7). 
In addition, the simple brick commercial buildings of the early t o mid-20th 
century along t h i s route are important remnants of the early automobile era 
and r e f l e c t the s t y l i s t i c t r a n s i t i o n from the re v i v a l styles to modernism i n 
architecture. These structures, though of a type common throughout the U.S., 
display i n t e g r i t y of forms and materials, and exemplify a c r i t i c a l era i n the 
community's development. 
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Another notable h i s t o r i c a l pattern i n downtown Weatherford i s the 
clustering of churches south of the square. Though there i s evidence that 
land was allocated for churches with the o r i g i n a l p l a t t i n g of the c i t y (see 
h i s t o r i c context), the surviving clustering of churches appears rather to be 
the result of a natural segregation of functions w i t h i n the town. Whereas 
northeast Weatherford was i n d u s t r i a l due to i t s proximity t o the ra i l r o a d and 
r i v e r , southwest Weatherford had developed i n the late 19th century as a 
resi d e n t i a l area, with some of the town's f i n e s t homes set v i s i b l y on the 
h i l l s . Around the turn of the century when the major Weatherford 
denominations were building new churches to house t h e i r congregations, i t was 
natural t o look adjacent to the established r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood, yet 
close to the square. These churches, b u i l t between 1895 and 1923, include 
some of Weatherford's best examples of rev i v a l s t y l e architecture. 

While Weatherford'8 downtown has continued to evolve to a certain 
extent, the d i s t r i c t ' s dynamic growth e f f e c t i v e l y ended with the Depression. 
L i t t l e was b u i l t during the 1930s and 1940s, with the exception of several 
Public Works projects including the Public Market at 213 Fort Worth Street. 
Deterioration of the central business d i s t r i c t began i n the 1950s and 
continued through the 1960s and 1970s. By the 19808, however, there was a 
renewed interest i n restoration and many of the downtown buildings were 
renovated. Today, Weatherford has a very active h i s t o r i c a l society and i s a 
participant of the Main Street Program. Both of these organizations have been 
instrumental i n the restoration of h i s t o r i c structures i n the c i t y . Because 
of i t s strong and diverse economic base, and position as a "bedroom "community 
for Fort Worth, Weatherford remains economically stable. This s t a b i l i t y has 
led to renewed community pride and a heightened desire to see the central 
business d i s t r i c t restored and preserved. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: 

Beginning at the north property l i n e of 112 Austin Avenue, proceed east along 
the south curb l i n e of T r i n i t y Avenue to Walnut Street. Then proceed south 
along the west curb l i n e to the rear property l i n e of 210 Fort Worth Street, 
following that property l i n e to the west curb l i n e of Elm Street. Then 
proceed south along the west curb l i n e to East Church Street, and follow the 
north curb l i n e to the rear property l i n e of 113 College Avenue. Then follow 
the rear property l i n e south t o the south property l i n e of 123 College Avenue. 
Proceed west along t h i s l i n e to the west curb l i n e of College Avenue. 
Continue south along the west curb l i n e t o the south property l i n e of 301 S. 
Main Street. Follow t h i s property l i n e to the center l i n e of S. Main Street, 
and continue north along t h i s l i n e to the south property l i n e of 200 S. Main. 
Turn west and continue to the east curb l i n e of Houston Street, then proceed 
north t o the south property l i n e of 122 Houston Street, then turn west and 
follow t h i s l i n e t o the east curb l i n e of S. Waco Street. Turn north along 
t h i s l i n e and follow i t t o the north curb l i n e of Palo Pinto Street. Proceed 
east t o the rear property l i n e of 101 York Avenue, then turn north and follow 
the rear property lines to the north property l i n e of 209 York Avenue. Turn 
east and follow t h i s property l i n e the center l i n e of York Avenue. Continue 
north to the north property l i n e of 319 N. Main Street. Follow t h i s property 
l i n e to the center l i n e of N. Main Street. Turn south and proceed to the 
north property l i n e of 310 N. Main Street. Continue east along t h i s l i n e t o 
the rear property l i n e of 310 N. Main Street, then turn south and follow t h i s 
l i n e along Austin Avenue to the point of o r i g i n . 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The d i s t r i c t boundaries encompass the h i s t o r i c core of the governmental and 
commercial d i s t r i c t , including the main arteries of h i s t o r i c development, 
while excluding r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhoods and areas of post-1945 i n f i l l 
development. 
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StTPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 

MRIS Reference Ntimber: 90001745 Date Listed: 11/23/90 

Weatherford Downtown Historic District Parker TX 
Property N«une County State 

weatherford MPS 
Multiple Name 

This property i s listed in the National Register of Historic 
Places in accordance with the attached nomination docvimentation 
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, 
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included 
in the nomination documentation. 

((ukiuiMr {̂ x̂xx. ifshl 
^Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

Classification: Under Category of Property, only " d i s t r i c t " 
should be checked. 

This information was confirmed with Bruce Jensen of the Texas 
SHPO. 

DISTRIBUTION: 
National Register property f i l e 
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment) 
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CI RTIS T l NNELL 
EXECmVE DIRECTOR 

T E X A S H I S T O R I C A L 
P.O. BOX 12276 AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

C O M M I S S I O N 
(512)463-6100 

November 20, 1990 

James T. Coe, Director 
Office of Real Estate 
Facilities Department 
U.S. Postal Service 
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW 
Washington, TX 20260-6430 

Re: United States Post Office, 117 Fort Worth 
Weatherford, Parker County, Texas 

Dear Mr. Coe: 

We are pleased to inform you that the above-mentioned property has been nominated to the 
National Register of Historic Places. A legal notice for the Weatherford Downtown Historic 
District was placed in the classified section of the Weatherford Democrat on June 20, 1990 and 
the district was approved by the State Board of Review on July 21, 1990 in Dallas, Texas. 

The National Register is the federal government's official list of historic properties worthy of 
preservation. Listing in the National Register provides recognition, assists in preserving our 
nation's heritage and results in the following for historic properties: 

1. Consideration in planning for federal, federally licensed, and federally assisted projects. 
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 requires that federal agencies 
allow the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation to have an opportunity to comment on all 
projects affecting historic properties listed in the National Register. For ftirther information, 
please refer to 36 CFR 800. 

2. Eligibility for federal tax provisions. If a property is listed in the National Register, certain 
federal tax provisions may apply. The Tax Reform Act of 1986 revises the historic preservation 
tax incentives authorized by Congress in the Tax Reform Act of 1976, the Revenue Act of 1978, 
the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980, the Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981, Tax Reform 
Act of 1984, and, as of January 1, 1987, provides for a 20 percent investment tax credit with a 
full adjustment to basis for rehabilitating historic commercial, industrial, and rental residential 



buildings. The former 15 percent and 20 percent Investment Tax Credits (ITCs) for 
rehabilitations of older commercial buildings are combined into a single 10 percent FTC for 
commercial or industrial buildings built before 1936. The Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980 
provides federal tax deductions for charitable contributions for conservation purposes of partial 
interests in historically important land areas or structures. Whether these provisions are 
advantageous to a property owner is dependent upon the particular circumstances of the 
property and the owner. Because tax aspects as outlined above are complex, individuals should 
consult legal counsel or the appropriate local Internal Revenue Service office for assistance in 
determining the tax consequences of the above provisions. For further information on 
certification requirements, please refer to 36 CFR 67. 

3. Consideration in issuing a surface coal mining permit: In accordance with the Surface Mining 
and Control Act of 1977, there must be consideration of historic values in the decision to issue 
a surface coal mining permit where coal is located. For further information, please refer to 30 
CFR 700 et seq. 

4. Qualification for federal grants for historic preservation when funds are available. Presently, 
funding is unavailable. 

National Register listing does not: 
1. require the owner to provide public access, 
2. obligate the owner to maintain the property, 
3. require notification of changes in ownership, or 
4. impose restrictions of any kind unless grant assistance 

is received or tax credits are taken. 

Owners of private properties nominated to the National Register of Historic Places have an 
opportunity to concur in or object to listing in accordance with the National Historic 
Preservation Act and 36 CFR 60. Any owner or partial owner of private property who chooses 
to object to listing may submit to the State Historic Preservation Officer a notarized statement 
certifying that the party is the sole or partial owner of the private property and objects to the 
listing. If a majority of the owners object to the listing, the district will not be listed. Each 
owner or partial owner of private property in a district has one vote regardless of how many 
properties or what part of the property that party owns. If the district cannot be listed because 
a majority of owners object prior to the submission of a nomination by the State, the State 
Historic Preservation Officer shall submit the nomination to the Keeper of the National Register 
for a determination of eligibility of the district for listing in the National Register. If the district 
is then determined eligible for listing, although not formally listed, federal agencies will be 
required to allow the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation an opportunity to comment 
before the agency may fund, license, or assist a project which will affect the property. If you 
choose to object to the listing of your property, the notarized objection must be submitted to 
Mr. Curtis Tunnell, State Historic Preservation Officer, Texas Historical Commission, P.O. Box 
12276, Austin, TX, 78711. 

If you wish to comment on the nomination of the property to the National Register, please send 
your comments to the State Historic Preservation Officer as soon as possible. The district is 



currently being reviewed by the Department of the Interior, National Park Service in 
Washington, D.C. 

A copy of the nomination and information on the National Register and Federal tax provisions 
are available from the above address upon request. 

Sincerely, 

JWS/mc 
xc: Postmaster 

Weatherford, Texas 76086 

James W. Steely, peput ( 
State Historic Preservation Officer 


