


Architectural Styles: 

Residential 



Architectural Style 

Architectural Style: 
ÅDomestic buildings fall into 

two categories:  

ÅFolk 

ÅStyled 

ÅMost American houses are 

styled: built with some 

attempt to being 

fashionable, showing the 

influence of shapes, 

materials, detailing of 

styles in current vogue. 



Architectural Style 

Style: ñA definite type of 

architecture, distinguished 

by special characteristics of 

structure and ornament.ò 
 

ÅEssentially visual, not related to 

function 

ÅDistinct from historical periods 

ÅMany buildings defy stylistic 

labels 

ÅSophisticated examples serve 

as models for simpler buildings 



Architectural Styles 

Reference Materials 
 

Stylistic Influences: 

Residential Buildings 

 
ÅAmerican Architecture Since 1780: 

A Guide to Architectural Styles 

(Marcus Whiffen) 

ÅIdentifying American Architecture 

(John J. G. Blumenson) 

ÅWhat Style Is It? (John Poppeliers, 

S. Allen Chambers, Nancy B. 

Schwartz) 

ÅA Field Guide to American Houses 

(Virginia and Lee McAlester) 



Architectural Styles 

ÅRichardsonian Romanesque  

ÅFolk Victorian  

ECLECTIC 

ÅColonial Revival   

ÅNeoclassical  

ÅTudor 

ÅChateauesque  

ÅBeaux Arts 

ÅFrench Eclectic  

MEDITERRANEAN 

ÅItalian Renaissance  

ÅMission 

ÅSpanish Eclectic   

ÅMonterey 

ÅPueblo Revival  

MODERN STYLES 

ÅCraftsman  

ÅPrairie  

ÅModernistic: Art Deco/Art Moderne  

ÅInternational  

FOLK 

ÅNative American 

ÅPre-Railroad 

ÅNational 

COLONIAL STYLES  

ÅEarly Spanish, French, English, Dutch  

ÅGeorgian  

ÅFederal/Adam 

ÅEarly Classical Revival  

ROMANTIC STYLES  

ÅGreek Revival  

ÅGothic Revival  

ÅItalianate 

ÅExotic Revivals 

ÅOctagon 

VICTORIAN-ERA STYLES 

ÅSecond Empire  

ÅStick/Eastlake 

ÅQueen Anne 

ÅShingle 

 

http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/folkvictorian
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/colonialrevival
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/neoclassical
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/beauxarts
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/italianrenaissance/index.html
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/italianrenaissance/index.html
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/mission
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/mission
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/pueblo
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/craftsman
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/artdeco
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/artdeco
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/international
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/colonial-early
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/georgian
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/greek
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/gothic
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/secondempire
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/queenanne
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/queenanne
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/queenanne
http://jan.ucc.nau.edu/~twp/architecture/queenanne


Architectural Styles 



Architectural Styles 



National Folk 

Medium-pitched roof 

Simple and minimal detailing 

Minimal to medium eave 

overhang 

After 1850-1890 

Six house shapes:  

ÅGable-front,  

ÅGable-front-and-wing,  

ÅHall-and-parlor,  

ÅI-house,  

ÅMassed-plan/side-gabled, 

ÅPyramidal 

One to two stories in height 



National Folk 

Hall-and-parlor 

I-House Pyramidal 

Gable-front-and-wing 



Greek Revival 

Gable or hipped 

roof with low pitch 

Full-width or entry 

porch supported 

by Classical 

columns (typically 

Doric) 

Cornice line 

emphasized with 

wide band of trim 

1825-1860 

Symmetrical 

facade 

Front door with 

sidelights and 

transom windows 



Greek Revival 



Colonial Revival 

Windows with sashes, 

usually with multi-pane 

glazing in one or both 

sashes 

Accentuated front door, 

normally with decorative 

crown supported by 

pilasters or extended 

forward and supported by 

slender columns to form 

entry porch 

1880-1955 

Façade typically symmetrically 

balanced windows and central door 

Sidelights and 

transom windows 

may be present 

Windows frequently in 

adjacent pairs 



Colonial Revival 



Neoclassical/Classical Revival 

Façade dominated 

by full-height porch 

supported by 

Classical columns 

(typically Ionic or 

Corinthian) 

Elaborate detailing 

on cornice lines, 

doors, and 

windows 

1895-1950 

Symmetrically 

balanced facade 

Front door with 

sidelights and 

transom windows 



Italianate 

Low-pitched roof 

Tall narrow 

windows commonly 

arched above 

1840-1885 

Two or three stories (rarely one story) 

Frequently with 

elaborated window 

crowns 

Widely overhanging 

eaves supported by 

decorative brackets 

Quoins 



Italianate 



Second Empire 

Mansard roof with 

dormer windows, 

often with iron 

cresting and 

decorative patterns 

and colors 

Molded cornices, 

often with 

decorative brackets 

under eaves 

1855-1885 

Detailing such as 

hooded windows, 

belt coursing,  

and quoins 



Folk Victorian 

Medium-pitched 

gabled roof 

Porch set into ell, 

often with decorative 

posts, brackets, and 

railings 

Decorative shingles 

in gable ends, often 

with pent roofs 

1870-1910 



Folk Victorian 



Queen Anne 

Steeply pitched roof or 

irregular shape 

Textured surfaces used to 

avoid smooth-walled 

appearance 

1880-1910 

Partial or full-width 

asymmetrical porch, usually 

one-story high and extended 

along one or both side walls 

Asymmetrical facade 

Intricate detailing or 

ornamentation: spindlework, 

jigsawn trim, cresting, finials, 

etc. 



Queen Anne 


