Lesson Plan for El Camino Real (Pre, During, and Post Activities)
Introduction:

As we dive into the vast list of people and events that have
changed Texas over time, we focus on El Camino Real as a
major player in the history of Texas.

About this lesson:

This lesson will focus on how one road can change over
time to allow for developing background information, then
lead into the specific history of El Camino Real and
analyzing the people who used it and purposes that it served
over time.

Getting Started:

To show students how one area can change through time, I
project the book “A Street Through Time”. We talk about
how our perspective is like that of a camera that has been set
on the side of the river and takes picture throughout periods
of history. As we go through the pages of the book, we take
the time to focus on changes we notice over time through
think-pair-share conversations.

Setting the Stage:

After looking through the book, we talk about how there is a
“street” through Texas that has seen a lot of changes over
time. We refocus on how people got to Texas and move the
conversation to how people moved around Texas. We also
talk about how the path has changed from an animal-created
path to the highway that it is in parts today.

Locating the Site:

Students are provided with a map of El Camino Real that
will go in their interactive journals. The path is also plotted
on our classroom map of Texas.

Determining the Facts:

As students have talked about how to find resources that we
can trust, students know that a “.gov” is a reliable resource.
Due to the higher reading level, we will read the document
together to pull out facts. The document link is provided
below in the Readings and documents to analyze section.

Visual Evidence:

See attached images

Putting it all Together:

Students will use the “A Street Through Time” as well as the
reading from El Camino Real to put together the importance
of this one road through time. As we continue through the
semester, we will continue to come back to El Camino Real
as more people use it and it leads us to more events (ex:
Texas Revolution)

Supplementary Resources:

See note-catchers before, during, and after activities below
the lesson plan table.

Lesson’s theme and “sense of
place”:

The theme of this lesson is to give a single “object” that will
take us through history. The placement of the road does not
change, but the change occurs through the people using it
and the events that happen with those people.

Learning objectives; standards;
other information

Learning Targets:
 I can describe how El Camino Real changed over time.
 I can identify people that used El Camino Real.
 I can identify different uses of El Camino Real over time.
TEKS: 4.6A, 4.7A, 4.21C (Leading into discussions for TEKS 4.2)

Intriguing image and question to
engage students

How can one road change over time? Who do we know that
have used this road?

Historical background:

Student will use the document to gain the historical
background needed as we use El Camino Real to discuss
changes in Texas over time. The documents link is provided
below in the readings and documents to analyze section.

Geographical context:

See map below

Readings and documents to
analyze:

“History of El Camino Real de los Tejas” by Steven Edward
Gonzales
http://www.elcaminorealdelostejas.org/trail-history/

Graphic materials to analyze:

http://www.nps.gov/elte/planyour
visit/maps.htm

Student Activities:

Duration: 1 hour
1. Students will participate in the “Getting Started”
activity.
2. As a crew we will read through the article, stopping
at the end of each paragraph to underline uses of the
trail in one color and people who walked on the trail
in another color. (To accommodate those who may
need help, copies of the article with sections preunderlined may be given out. Students can then use
the color to highlight or underline using the colors
specified)
3. When we finish reading and underlining as a group,
students will take the note-catcher that gives space to
list the people and uses of the trail (see attached
image). Students may work in table groups to help
fill in their charts.
4. To conclude, we will create a class master list of the
people and uses of the trail to keep up and reflect on
as we continue our study.

Web Links:

“History of El Camino Real de los Tejas”

http://www.elcaminorealdelostejas.org/trail-history/

Student Work:

