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Overview: Powering the Future, Preserving the Past

The Lawler family was integral in the preservation of Landmark Inn State Historic Site.
J.T. Lawler was originally interested in the property so that he could convert the mill into
a hydroelectric power plant, as he had done in Bryan, Tx and Sabinal, TX which were then
sold at cost to those cities. The family renovated the hotel, and Ruth Lawler reopened it as
Landmark Inn during WWII. Later, they would restore the neglected Vance House and use
it as their primary residence. Before the Lawlers, the property had fallen into disrepair. Ruth
and her family were directly responsible for saving this historic complex and preserving it for
future generations of visitors. Through primary source investigations, students will unlock
the motivations and measures taken by J.T. and Ruth to repair and renew the complex.

U.S. History Since 1877 TEKS
(17) Economics. The student understands the economic effects of government policies from World
War II through the present. The student is expected to:
(A) describe the economic effects of World War II on the home front such as mobilization, the
end of the Great Depression, rationing, and increased opportunity for women and minority
employment.
(26) Science, technology, and society. The student understands the impact of science, technology, and
the free enterprise system on the economic development of the United States. The student is expected
to:
(A) explain the effects of scientific discoveries and technological innovations such as electric
power, telephone and satellite communications, petroleum-based products, steel production, and
computers on the economic development of the United States.
(28) Social studies skills. The student understands how historians use historiography to interpret the
past and applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired from a variety of valid
sources, including technology. The student is expected to:
(A) analyze primary and secondary sources such as maps, graphs, speeches, political cartoons, and
artifacts to acquire information to answer historical questions;
(B) analyze information by applying absolute and relative chronology through sequencing,
categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, comparing and contrasting, finding the
main idea, summarizing, making generalizations, making predictions, drawing inferences, and
drawing conclusions;
(C) apply the process of historical inquiry to research, interpret, and use multiple types of sources of
evidence.

Advanced Placement U.S. History Themes/Learning Objectives

Work, Exchange, & Technology-3.0 Analyze how technological innovation has affected
economic development and society.
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Materials

Vocabulary
hydroelectric: relating to the generation
of electricity using flowing water

Historical images for display/distribution
J.T. Lawler: “Electric Light Man” activity
resources

preservation: the activity of keeping
something that is valued alive, intact, or
free from damage or decay

Ruth Lawler: Preserving a Landmark
activity resources

Activity: Landmark Inn Visit
5 minutes

Ask students to reflect on their visit to the Landmark Inn by completing all columns of their
KWL chart. Have students share their experiences including any new questions raised by the
visit.

Investigation Activity: J.T. Lawler: “Electric Light Man”
40 minutes

Context: Jordan (J.T.) Lawler and his family were instrumental in the revitalization and
preservation of Landmark Inn. Lawler, a member of Theodore Roosevelt’s Progressive
Party, wanted the public to have access to basic utilities like power and water. Lawler was
originally interested in the Castroville property because he intended to convert the mill
into a hydroelectric power plant, as he had done on other properties in Bryan, Texas and
Sabinal, Texas. Soon after purchasing the Castroville property from Joseph Courand, Jr., he
did just that. Lawler demolished the gin and converted the mill into a hydroelectric power
plant, which provided areas of Castroville with electricity in 1927, a first for the city. In a
San Antonio Express-News interview (Oct 24, 1981), J.T.’s sister Ruth remarked that the
electricity came on only at dusk each day, except on Tuesdays, “so the ladies could use their
new electric irons that day,” on what was traditionally ironing day.
In the 1930s, a water rights dispute between Lawler and Courand came to a head.
Courand sued Lawler for unpaid notes for the property, while Lawler countersued over
misrepresentation during the sale of the land and the mill. When Courand executed the
sale in 1925, he assured Lawler of access to unimpaired water rights on the Medina River,
necessary to the success of Lawler’s planned hydroelectric plant. After purchasing the
property, Lawler discovered that Courand had signed an agreement with the Medina River
Irrigation Company in 1913. The agreement had released the company from any damages or
debts sustained by the mill as a result of the company’s two irrigation dams built along the
Medina above Castroville.
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The courts found that Lawler’s purchase of the land and mill had been compromised as his
water rights were not secure. The flow of the Medina had decreased markedly by the late
1920s. Though Lawler did deliver the city’s first electricity, it was not sustainable. In 1936,
Lawler deeded the hydroelectric power plant to the San Antonio Public Service Company,
but the company did not utilize the plant. As a result, the majority of machinery in the
power plant, except for the turbine and thrust bearing, was sold as salvage during World War
II. The Lawlers used the original stone mill building for storage.
Introduce the activity by reading and discussing this essential question with students:
J.T. Lawler and his family had demonstrated earlier success in the electric power plant
industry before moving to Castroville and establishing a hydroelectric plant at the
Landmark Inn site. Based on his business and community involvement, should J.T.
Lawler be considered a major figure in the Castroville community’s history?
Distribute or display Documents A-F and the document analysis organizer. Preview each
resource and address any challenges. Explain that the task is to examine each document to
determine how it may or may not provide support for answering the essential question above.
Students may work on the activity individually or in pairs. Share responses when completed
making sure students explain how the specific documents did or did not address the essential
question.

Investigation Activity: Ruth Lawler: Preserving a Landmark
30 minutes

Context: Ruth Curry Lawler, sister to Jordan (J.T.) Lawler, was born in 1900 in New Orleans
but moved with her family to Texas as they pursued new business opportunities. While the
family lived in San Antonio, Ruth began her involvement in historic preservation by being
active in the San Antonio Conservation Society. In 1927, when the Lawler family moved to
Castroville, Ruth brought her preservationist ideals and applied them to the family’s historic
property and the surrounding town. She was greatly inspired by the 1936 Texas Centennial,
which celebrated one hundred years of Texas’ independence and history.
The first-known recognition of Ruth’s preservation work came on September 9, 1944 from
the Historic Building Foundation, which later merged with the Conservation Society of San
Antonio (CSSA). She received another award from the CSSA for her preservation of the
Landmark Inn site in 1963.
Aided by Ruth’s tireless civic work, Castroville has been recognized as both a national and
a Texas historic district. Most significantly for this site, Ruth’s hard work renewed and
sustained the Landmark Inn which was opened to the public as an historic site in 1981.
In the late 1950s, Ruth and her brother J.T. moved into the Vance House. J.T. died in 1970.
Ruth lived in the home until her death in 1990.
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The National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), passed by the U.S. Congress in 1966,
created the National Register of Historic Places, which is the United States’ official list of
places considered to be significant to the nation’s history. Ruth Lawler was instrumental in
the nomination of the Landmark Inn in 1971, and it was placed in the National Register of
Historic Places in 1972.
The process for being placed on the National Register of Historic Places is as follows: A
nomination form must be filled out in accordance with the Texas Historical Commission
(THC) and the National Parks Service’s (NPS) guidelines. Once submitted, the nomination
form is reviewed by THC National Register staff and if considered worthy of a registration,
is then submitted to the State Board of Review for consideration. The board determines
whether the property meets the National Register criteria and if so, the State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO) submits the nomination to the NPS. If NPS approves the
recommendation, it is submitted to the Keeper of the National Register at NPS and is then
posted in the Federal Register.
Distribute or display the NHPA resource document. Preview the document to address any
challenges. Ask:
• What is the intent and purpose of this document? (see b2)
• Why did Congress decide to make this a legislative act? (see b3)
• Why is historic preservation still important? (answers will vary)_
Distribute or display the 1971 National Register application for Landmark Inn and the
National Register worksheet. Preview each document to address any challenges. Students
may work on the activity individually or in pairs. Share responses when completed.
Answer Key
1. What government agency administers the National Register of Historic Places? NPS
under the Department of the Interior
2. Under what name was the nominated property submitted? Landmark Inn Complex
3. How was the property classified? a building
4. For what period and area(s) of significance was Landmark Inn nominated? 19th
century architecture
5. At the time of the nomination, what was the condition of the property? Excellent
6. At the time of the nomination, was the property open to the public? It was restricted.
7. What information does the nomination form give about the status of the mill area? It
is to be given to the city of Castroville
8. What section of the nomination form tells you that the property was less than ten
acres? Geographical data #10
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9. What materials were used to construct the buildings? limestone, adobe-type mortar,
white-washed lime plaste
10. How was the bath house involved in the Civil War? lead that lined the tank was
melted to use for Confederate bullets
11. What information does the nomination form give about Cesar Monod’s role in the
Castroville community? He was elected mayor in 1852
12. What was the Vance Hotel famous for, according to the nomination form? a stone
bath house located in the courtyard
13. What information does the nomination form give about John Vance’s role in the
Castroville community? He was postmaster from 1867 to 1878.
14. What issue in the nomination form do the reviews have a written discussion about?
What to call/name the property
15. On what date was the Landmark Inn Complex entered into the National Register of
Historic Places? January 7, 1972
Extend the discussion with these suggested questions:
• How have preservation efforts benefitted the Castroville community as a whole?
• How can heritage tourism contribute to a community’s success? (“Heritage tourism” is
defined as “traveling with the primary purpose of exploring the history and heritage of a
place)
• How does Landmark Inn reflect the spirit of the nation, as mentioned in the NHPA?

Assessment

Evaluate student engagement and instructional activities for completeness and
understanding.

Extension Activity: Preserving My Community
Encourage students to think about a property (house, building) in their community that
is historically valuable and should be preserved for the enrichment of future generations.
Students may want to first search the Spreadsheet of NRHP Listed Places available at http://
www.nps.gov/nr/research/ to ensure that a chosen property is not already listed.
Have students work individually or in groups to research the property and develop a proposal
presentation for the historic designation of the property that includes:
• at least three labeled photos of the property,
• a summary of the history of the property,
• short biographical summaries of any significant people associated with the property,
• an explanation of why and how the property is historically valuable to the community,
and
• a map of the property.
If students wish to begin the process of submitting an actual NRHP nomination, they can
find more information about starting the process on the National Register page of the THC
website.

6

Resource Images: Ruth and J.T. Lawler
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Activity Resource: “Electric Light Man” Document A
The Northwestern Miller, vol. 85 (Miller Publishing Company, 1911), 773, made available by Google
Books, accessed July 31, 2016, https://books.google.com/books?id=P31ZAAAAYAAJ&dq=lawler%20
mill%20new%20orleans%2C%20la&pg=PA773#v=onepage&q&f=false.
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Activity Resource: “Electric Light Man” Document B
Davis, Fletcher. The Hondo Anvil Herald. (Hondo, Tex.), Vol. 41, No. 20, Ed. 1 Saturday, December 11,
1926, newspaper, December 11, 1926; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth564555/m1/2/:
accessed August 31, 2020), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, texashistory.unt.
edu.
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Activity Resource: “Electric Light Man” Document C
Davis, Fletcher. The Hondo Anvil Herald. (Hondo, Tex.), Vol. 43, No. 4, Ed. 1 Friday, August 17, 1928,
newspaper, August 17, 1928; (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth563279/m1/5/: accessed August 30, 2020), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History, texashistory.unt.edu.
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Activity Resource: “Electric Light Man” Document D
Lawler V. Courand, 28 S.W. 2nd 926 (Tex. Civ, App. 1930)
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Activity Resource: “Electric Light Man” Document D pg. 2
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Activity Resource: “Electric Light Man” Document D pg. 3
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Activity Resource: “Electric Light Man” Document E
Davis, Fletcher. The Hondo Anvil Herald. (Hondo, Tex.), Vol. 47, No. 32, Ed. 1 Friday, February 24, 1933,
newspaper, February 24, 1933; Hondo, Texas. (https://texashistory.unt.edu/ark:/67531/metapth565148/
m1/9/?q=lawler: accessed August 30, 2020), University of North Texas Libraries, The Portal to Texas History,
https://texashistory.unt.edu; crediting Hondo Public Library
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Activity Resource: “Electric Light Man” Document F
1936 Hydroelectric Plant
Arthur W. Stewart, photographer, “NORTH ELEVATION (FRONT)-Quintle & Haass Mill, Millrace, Medina River, South of Florella Street, Castroville, Medina County, TX”, photograph, May 14, 1936, Survey
HABS TX-355, From Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division: Historic American Buildings
Survey, accessed July 31, 2016, https://www.loc.gov/resource/hhh.tx0321.photos/?sp=1.
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“Electric Light Man” Document Analysis Organizer
J.T. Lawler and his family had demonstrated earlier success in the electric power plant
industry before moving to Castroville and establishing a hydroelectric plant at the Landmark
Inn site. Based on his business and community involvement, should J.T. Lawler be
considered a major figure in the Castroville community’s history?

Document

Document Type

Main Infomation

A

B

C

D

E

F
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How does this document support/ not
support the essential question?

Activity Resource: National Historic Preservation Act, 1966
Public Law 89-665, as amended
Section 1 (16 U.S.C. 470)
(a) This Act may be cited as the “National Historic Preservation Act.”
(b) The Congress finds and declares that(1) the spirit and direction of the Nation are founded upon and reflected in its historic
heritage;
(2) the historical and cultural foundations of the Nation should be preserved as a
living part of our community life and development in order to give a sense of orientation
to the American people;
(3) historic properties significant to the Nation’s heritage are being lost or substantially
altered, often inadvertently, with increasing frequency;
(4) the preservation of this irreplaceable heritage is in the public interest so that its
vital legacy of cultural, educational, aesthetic, inspirational, economic and energy benefits
will be maintained and enriched for future generations of Americans;
(5) in the face of ever-increasing extensions of urban centers, highways and residential,
commercial and industrial developments, the present governmental and nongovernmental
historic preservation programs and activities are inadequate to ensure future generations a
genuine opportunity to appreciate and enjoy the rich heritage of our Nation;
(6) the increased knowledge of our historic resources, the establishment of better
means of identifying and administering them and the encouragement of their
preservation will improve the planning and execution of federal and federally assisted
projects and will assist economic growth and development; and
(7) although the major burdens of historic preservation have been borne and major
efforts initiated by private agencies and individuals and both should continue to play
a vital role, it is nevertheless necessary and appropriate for the Federal Government
to accelerate its historic preservation programs and activities, to give maximum
encouragement to agencies and individuals undertaking preservation by private means
and to assist State and local governments and the National Trust for Historic Preservation
in the United States to expand and accelerate their historic preservation programs and
activities.
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Ruth Lawler: Preserving a Landmark
Use information from the Landmark Inn National Register Nomination Form to answer
the questions.
1. What government agency administers the National Register of Historic Places?
2. Under what name was the nominated property submitted?
3. How was the property classified?
4. For what period and area(s) of significance was Landmark Inn nominated?
5. At the time of the nomination, what was the condition of the property?
6. At the time of the nomination, was the property open to the public?
7. What information does the nomination form give about the status of the mill area?
8. What section of the nomination form tells you that the property was less than ten acres?
9. What materials were used to construct the buildings?
10. How was the bath house involved in the Civil War?
11. What information does the nomination form give about Cesar Monod’s role in the
Castroville community?
12. What was the Vance Hotel famous for, according to the nomination form?
13. What information does the nomination form give about John Vance’s role in the
Castroville community?
14. What issue in the nomination form do the reviews have a written discussion about?
15. On what date was the Landmark Inn Complex entered into the National Register of
Historic Places?
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Activity Resource: Landmark Inn National Register of
Historic Places Nomination Form
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Activity Resource: Landmark Inn National Register of
Historic Places Nomination Form pg. 2
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Activity Resource: Landmark Inn National Register of
Historic Places Nomination Form pg. 3
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Activity Resource: Landmark Inn National Register of
Historic Places Nomination Form pg. 4
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Activity Resource: Landmark Inn National Register of
Historic Places Nomination Form pg. 5

23

Activity Resource: Landmark Inn National Register of
Historic Places Nomination Form pg. 6
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Activity Resource: Landmark Inn National Register of
Historic Places Nomination Form pg. 7
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Activity Resource: Landmark Inn National Register of
Historic Places Nomination Form pg. 8
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