Educator Guide with Pre- & Post-Visit Lesson Plans
7th Grade Learning Level
Thank you for your interest in Magoffin Home State Historic Site, home of early El Paso pioneer
Joseph Magoffin and his family. In this guide, you will find TEKS-aligned classroom lessons
and extension activities that will prepare your students for a visit to the Magoffin Home. You
may reproduce all images within this Educators’ Guide for your classroom use.

For admission prices and hours of operation, please visit us online at
http://visitmagoffinhome.com. To schedule a site visit field trip for your students, please call
915-533-5147.

For your VISIT, we recommend that you:
•
•
•
•

Complete the included pre-visit lesson or your own introductory lesson in advance.
Divide your students into 3 small groups, each with a chaperone prepared to
facilitate their group’s work throughout the visit.
Equip each of your students with a sharpened pencil (no pens or markers allowed in
museum exhibits).
Equip each of your group chaperones with a camera or phone with camera for
group work documentation.

We welcome your suggestions and feedback on the enclosed materials. You may find our
complete contact information below. We look forward to seeing you and your students at
Magoffin Home State Historic Site.

Contact Us
1120 Magoffin Ave.
El Paso, TX 79901
915-533-5147
magoffin-home@thc.texas.gov

Pre-Visit Lesson 1
Once Upon a Pardon: Securing the Magoffin Legacy
Objectives

In preparation for their visit to Magoffin Home, students will learn about the Magoffin family
during the Civil War era through primary source military documents. They will explore the
importance of James Wiley (J.W.) Magoffin’s post-war pardon to the family legacy and the
development of early El Paso.

Grade 7 Social Studies TEKS

(5) History. The student understands how events and issues shaped the history of Texas during
the Civil War and Reconstruction. The student is expected to:
(B) analyze the political, economic, and social effects of the Civil War and
Reconstruction in Texas.
(6) History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history of
Texas from Reconstruction through the beginning of the 20th century. The student is expected
to:
(C) identify significant individuals, events, and issues from Reconstruction through the
beginning of the 20th century, including the effects of the growth of railroads and the
contributions of James Hogg.
(21) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use
information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources,
including electronic technology. The student is expected to:
(A) differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as
computer software, databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and
artifacts to acquire information about Texas;
(B) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making
generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions;
(C) organize and interpret information from outlines, reports, databases, and visuals,
including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps;
(D) identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event and the
frame of reference that influenced the participants;
(E) support a point of view on a social studies issue or event;
(F) identify bias in written, oral, and visual material;

Materials

•
•
•

Images provided for display or printout
Magoffin’s Military Movements packets for small groups, 5 pages (double-sided)
Post-War Pardon for display or printout, 3 pages

Additional Resources

•
•
•

Access to the Magoffin Home site introduction video, available on YouTube:
https://youtu.be/gEaU653U03A
Magoffin’s Early Years timeline printouts for each student, 1 page
A Bird’s Eye View of El Paso map by Augustus Koch

Key Terms

•
•
•
•
•
•

legacy: something handed down from someone in the past, like an inheritance.
subsistence department: military department during the Civil War responsible for
securing all food and supplies for troops.
amnesty: an official pardon or forgiveness for wrongdoings. The word amnesty shares
the Greek root with the word amnesia, meaning loss of memory or forgetfulness.
C.S.A.: abbreviation of Confederate States of America.
A.C.S.: abbreviation of Armies of the Confederate States.
parole: release of a prisoner on the promise of good behavior.

Discussion & Primary Source Work
10 minutes

Display the provided image of the invoice document. Give students 5 minutes at the beginning
of the lesson to read it and describe the meaning of the document in their own words. Ask them
to pay particular attention to information that answers the questions of Who, What, When, and
Where.
Ask students to share their interpretations. Take notes on the board to capture students’ ideas.
Explain:
This document is an invoice from J.W. Magoffin & Co. for a purchase of 4.5 tons of hay
for confederate troops in June 1862.
Notice in the top left that the word “United” has been struck through and “Confederate”
written above it. What does this suggest?
The $90.00 payment was received by Jos. (Joseph) Magoffin in Marshall, Texas in
October 1862.
Students might infer that the Magoffins were involved in aiding the Confederate cause.
How is this information similar to or different from the students’ theories?
Elaborate: J.W. Magoffin and his two sons, Joseph and Samuel, served in the Confederate
Army during the Civil War. Prior to the war, J.W. had been a successful trader and merchant in
west Texas and Mexico. He had set up a mercantile (general store) in Magoffinsville, Texas, an
area that would later become part of El Paso. During the war, J.W. Magoffin & Co. provided the
Confederate troops with supplies, and Joseph served as an officer in the Subsistence Department,
equipping troops in east Texas and Louisiana.

Invoice Discussion Image

Group Activity: Joseph Magoffin’s Military Movements
20 minutes

Divide the class into small groups. Have students examine the selection of Joseph Magoffin’s
war documents and note the dates and locations. The documents are in non-chronological order.
Students must closely observe the dates to correctly sequence Magoffin’s movements. Have each
group sketch a timeline recording Joseph Magoffin’s ranks and movements during the Civil War
and mark locations where he was stationed on the provided map.
Answer Key:
1.
2.
3.
4.

(Doc 3) Sept 1862—Orders to go to Marshall—Captain—stationed in San Antonio, TX
(Doc 1) Oct 1862—Mileage Invoice—Captain—Marshall, TX
(Doc 2) May-Oct 1864—Listed as an Agent of the Subsistence Dept—Shreveport, LA
(Doc 4) Aug 1865—Parole of Honor—Major A.C.S.—residing in St. Louis, MO and
parole filed in San Antonio, TX

Continuing the Conversation: A Post-War Pardon
25 minutes

Explain that, after the war, J.W. attempted to return to his land and business in El Paso in May
1866 only to discover that a U.S. Marshal had seized, split, and sold his property to five
individuals. As a former Confederate officer, J.W. Magoffin was told that general amnesty did
not apply to him. Instead, he had to apply for a formal pardon from the president of the United
States. He applied and was approved in September 1867. Only with this pardon were his civil
rights and land restored to him.
Examine J.W. Magoffin’s pardon request as a class or in small groups. Ask the following
questions:
What examples does J.W. provide to illustrate his loyalty and worthiness of a pardon?
[loyal prior and after, adherence to amnesty oath, property does not amount to $20,000
(which might not be true), work for Gov. Hamilton, etc]
What was J.W.’s primary goal in requesting the pardon? [land/property rights]
Does the letter contain bias? Cite examples.
Elaborate:
Upon J.W.’s death in 1868, his son Joseph moved with his family to El Paso to claim his
land inheritance. Joseph Magoffin and his family gained wealth and influence in early El
Paso through the sale of holdings which included 1,280 acres, (including Magoffinsville
and the future site of the Magoffin home in the El Paso area), over 600 acres southeast of
El Paso, and acreage in Canutillo and in Presidio County.
In the 1870s-1890s, Joseph served as a civic leader at the municipal, county, and federal
levels. He also supported bringing the railroads to El Paso, which is considered to be the
single most impactful development on the history of the city. The coming of the railroads
caused a boom in population, industry, and politics. Almost every rail company had to
buy land from Magoffin to build their lines.

Joseph’s wife, Octavia, was a prominent social and charity leader in early El Paso. When
she died, the El Paso Herald stated that she was “a most charitable woman, quiet,
capable, and self sacrificing…. [H]er work for humanity knew no barriers of race or
creed.”
Engage discussion with this statement:
“The presidential pardon of J.W. Magoffin and restoration of his lands were pivotal for the
future of the Magoffin family and for the development of early El Paso.”

Assessment

Evaluate participation in class discussions and completeness and understanding of group packets,
taking into consideration that many handwritten sources are challenging to read.

Additional Resources

Time permitting, review the provided timeline of Magoffin’s Early Years as a class and watch
the Magoffin Home State Historic Site introduction video, available on YouTube
(https://youtu.be/gEaU653U03A).

Take-home Extension

Send K-W-L Charts home with students, and ask them to complete the “What I Know” and
“What I Want to Know” columns about the Magoffin family and their home. After completing
all pre-visit preparations and the on-site field trip, have students complete the “What I Learned”
column for learning assessment.

Sources

All military documents were found on the website, Fold3.com.

Names: ________________________________________________________
Joseph Magoffin’s Military Movements
Group Exercise
INSTRUCTIONS: As a group, investigate the following four primary source documents. Your group must put
the documents in chronological order. Record the date, the main idea of each document, Magoffin’s rank if
noted, and his location on the timeline. Draw stars on the provided map to show where Magoffin was
stationed during the Civil War.

Document 1

Document 2

Document 3

Document 4

Timeline

Date:

•Main Idea:
•Rank:
•Location:

Date:

•Main Idea:
•Rank:
•Location:

Date:

•Main Idea:
•Rank:
•Location:

Date:

•Main Idea:
•Rank:
•Location:

INSTRUCTIONS: Draw a star  to show each city in which Magoffin was stationed.

Magoffin’s Movements

A Post-War Pardon, pg 1

A Post-War Pardon, pg 2

A Post-War Pardon, pg 3

A Post-War Pardon, pg 4

Know

Name: ______________________

Want to
Know

The Magoffins
A Pioneering Family of El Paso

Learned

Joseph Magoffin’s Early Years
A Timeline

1837
• Chihuahua, Mexico
• Joseph Magoffin was born. He lived with his mother in Mexico while he
was a young child.

1845
• Lexington, Kentucky
• Joseph and his brother, Samuel, moved to Lexington with their father
and attended school there.

1855
• St. Louis, Missouri
• Joseph attended and graduated high school in St. Louis.

1855
• Magoffinsville, Texas (near El Paso and Franklin, Texas)
• After graduating, Joseph moved to Magoffinsville to work at his father's
mercantile.

1862
• Marshall, Texas
• While serving in the Confederate Army, Joseph supplied troops in east
Texas, Louisiana, and Arkansas from his post in Marshall.

1863
• Houston, Texas
• Joseph met his future wife, Octavia McGreal, in Houston between 1862
and 1864 while serving in the army.

1868
• El Paso, Texas
• Joseph and his family moved to El Paso after his father's death to take
over the family landholdings.
Images accessed digitally at Library of Congress (www.loc.gov). Octavia’s portrait courtesy of Magoffin Home
State Historic Site.

Augustus Koch (1840–?). Bird’s Eye View of El Paso, El Paso County Texas, 1886. Lithograph, 20 x 30 in. Lithographer unknown.

Post-Visit Assessment
After visiting the Magoffin Home State Historic
Site, evaluate student materials for completion and
correctness.

The Post-Visit Lesson: Magoffin, Leading El Paso
builds upon students’ understanding of concepts
learned from the Pre-Visit Lesson and their site
visit.

Portrait of Joseph Magoffin, ca 1870s

Additional Resources & Extensions

The Portal to Texas History
https://texashistory.unt.edu

The Handbook of Texas Online
https://tshaonline.org/handbook

Library of Congress
https://loc.gov

Post-Visit Lesson Plan
Magoffin, Leading El Paso
Objectives

Students will extend their understanding by delving into Joseph Magoffin’s many
accomplishments as a civic leader. They will learn about the differences among municipal,
county, state, and federal levels of government, and they will apply that knowledge to
Magoffin’s record of service. Students will investigate primary resources such as newspaper
articles, city council meeting minutes, and a political cartoon.

Grade 7 Social Studies TEKS

(6) History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history of
Texas from Reconstruction through the beginning of the 20th century. The student is expected
to:
(A) identify significant individuals, events, and issues from Reconstruction through the
beginning of the 20th century, including the factors leading to the expansion of the Texas
frontier.
(10) Geography. The student understands the effects of the interaction between humans and the
environment in Texas during the 19th, 20th, and 21st centuries. The student is expected to:
(A) identify ways in which Texans have adapted to and modified the environment and
analyze the positive and negative consequences of the modifications;
(15) Government. The student understands the structure and functions of government created by
the Texas Constitution. The student is expected to:
(A) describe the structure and functions of government at municipal, county, and state
levels.
(17) Citizenship. The student understands the importance of the expression of different points
of view in a democratic society. The student is expected to:
(C) express and defend a point of view on an issue of historical or contemporary interest
in Texas.
(21) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use
information acquired through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources,
including electronic technology. The student is expected to:
(A) differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as
computer software, databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and
artifacts to acquire information about Texas;
(B) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect
relationships, comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making
generalizations and predictions, and drawing inferences and conclusions;
(C) organize and interpret information from outlines, reports, databases, and visuals,
including graphs, charts, timelines, and maps;
(D) identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event and the
frame of reference that influenced the participants;
(E) support a point of view on a social studies issue or event;

Materials

•
•

Charts, timelines, and images for display or printout
Magoffin, a Civic Leader printouts for individual students (2 pages)

Key Terms

•

municipal: of or relating to a town or city and its government.
legacy: something handed down from someone in the past, like an inheritance; (modern
usage) the way in which a historical figure might be remembered for their actions.

Reflection and Opening Discussion
25 minutes

Ask students to reflect on their visit to Magoffin State Historic Site and complete the “Learned”
column of their K-W-L charts during the first five minutes of class.
Discuss some of the students’ most memorable experiences from the site visit. Were questions
from their “Want to Know” column answered? What did they learn?
Display the following government structures and responsibilities chart for the class. Review for
student understanding. Hand out the Magoffin, a Civic Leader exercise to students. Their goal is
to label each source—municipal, county, state, or federal—corresponding to Magoffin’s position
as described in the source.
Answer Key:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

county
municipal
municipal
municipal
federal
municipal

Facilitate a discussion about the kinds of government business described in the sources. Students
might suggest safety, city mapping/land distribution, public transportation, utilities, the coming
of the railroad, and trade as examples.
Explain:
The Magoffins experienced a rapidly changing El Paso firsthand. With the coming of the
railroads, El Paso industry and population boomed. The Magoffins were not only citizens
of El Paso, but more importantly, leaders in its growth. Joseph was elected mayor four
times between 1880 and 1900. He dedicated over 30 years to city, county, and federal
work in El Paso. His achievements included
•

swearing in the first city officials for the newly incorporated
city of El Paso while a Justice of the Peace,

•

•
•

•

re-energizing interest in city government and organizing
council work into a system of committee review in his first
mayoral term,
publicly and privately promoting railroad development,
equipping the fire department, setting up a hospital bond
election, organizing drainage and street improvements, and
placing priority on a strong public-school system in his second
mayoral term, and
working with federal officials to straighten the Rio Grande and
construct levees to protect the citizens of El Paso from
dangerous flooding during his mayoral terms in the late 1890s.

Joseph Magoffin’s Years in Public Service

Interpreting a Political Cartoon: Magoffin’s Mayoral Legacy
20 minutes

Display the following political cartoon. As a class, describe and discuss the details. Use the
following guiding questions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Describe what you see. What people and objects are shown? What words or labels do you
see?
What issue is this political cartoon about?
What is the cartoonist’s opinion on this issue? How do you know?
Who do you think is the audience?
Do you find this cartoon persuasive? Why or why not?
If you saw this cartoon in 1899, would you vote to re-elect Magoffin?

Explain that Mayor Magoffin was taken to court in 1898 by a saloon owner over an unpaid
gambling debt. The El Paso Herald ran this cartoon and other stories about Magoffin in the
weeks leading into the 1899 mayoral election. It has been suggested that the newspaper editor
had a grudge against Magoffin and favored the republican candidate, O’Keefe, for mayor. In the
end, Magoffin won the 1899 election by a 72% majority.
Ask:
• The subject of this cartoon is based on a truth. Is there bias evident in the timing and tone
of the cartoon? Cite evidence.
• Does this information and this cartoon affect how you might think about Joseph
Magoffin’s legacy as a civic leader? Why or why not?

Assessment

Evaluate students’ final K-W-L charts, participation in discussion, and Civic Leader handout for
completeness and understanding.

Taming the Rio Grande—SS/ELA Extension
Grade 7 ELA TEKS

(18) Writing/Persuasive Texts. Students write
persuasive texts to influence the attitudes or actions of
a specific audience on specific issues. Students are
expected to write a persuasive essay to the appropriate
audience that:
(A) establishes a clear thesis or position;
(B) considers and responds to the views of
others and anticipates and answers reader
concerns and counter-arguments; and
(C) includes evidence that is logically
organized to support the author's viewpoint
and that differentiates between fact and
opinion
In 1898, the Rio Grande caused massive flood destruction across southern El Paso, with waters
reaching as far north as the Texas and Pacific rail lines a few blocks from the Magoffin Home.
Mayor Magoffin personally led crews day and night to respond to the flooding and, afterward,
led restoration of the city. In June of that year, he worked with federal officials to straighten the
river and build levees to immediately protect citizens. This recent catastrophe as well as his
memory of flood-damaged Magoffinsville in the 1860s moved Mayor Magoffin to advocate for a
federal project to dam the Rio Grande.
Have students craft a letter to the editor of the El Paso Herald for or against the building of a
dam on the Rio Grande. Encourage the students to include researched details, like damage from
historical floods or the effects of a dam on a river ecosystem, that might support their position.
For an additional challenge, stage a mock debate in your classroom with citizens for and against
the modification of the Rio Grande.

Sources

Newspaper excerpts taken from the El Paso Daily Times, El Paso Daily Herald, and The
Galveston Daily News—all available digitally on The Portal to Texas History at
texashistory.unt.edu.
Council minutes taken from the Chamizal Arbitration, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1911,
(pp 152, 163), made available digitally at https://books.google.com/books?id=9p0tAAAAYAAJ.

Who does what at each level.

The Basics of Government

Name: _______________________
Magoffin, a Civic Leader
Primary Source Exercise
INSTRUCTIONS: Examine each primary source. Using the Basics of Government as a guide, label
each source—municipal, county, state, or federal—according to Magoffin’s position as described.

1877
1. ____________________________

1881
2. ____________________________

1881
3. ____________________________

1883
4. ____________________________

1886
5. ____________________________

1897
6. ____________________________

