On-Site Activity

Grade 4

Life Through Artifacts
In these suggested activities, students will examine artifacts to discover the similarities and differences of the
lives of the women of Maplecroft, including Clara Starr, the Starr daughters, Grandmother Clapp, a governess,
and a cook/household servant.

Maplecroft House Tour
During the tour, highlight house appointments, artifacts, and other material culture that give clues to the quality
of life of Starr family members. Examples might include indoor plumbing, gas lighting, wood stoves, handpainted portraits, furniture, books, etc.
When touring the rooms of the governess and the cook’s quarters, ask students to compare and contrast these
rooms with the Starr family rooms, including appointments, artifacts, and other material culture.
Questions to ask might include:
•
•
•
•

How do the Starr family rooms and the artifacts reflect this family’s standing in the community?
What can you learn about the Starr family from their possessions?
How do the artifacts tell you about the daily lives of both the family members and the house staff?
What similarities do you find in both the family rooms and the staff rooms? What differences? How do
those tell you about the daily lives of the family and staff?

Blake House Tour
Assemble a collection of period objects and documents for students to examine to determine whether each item
meets the criteria to be considered an artifact. Some of the materials could be printed on cardstock if desired.
Suggestions for items include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Book with cataloguing information on the flyleaf
Stereoscope and card(s)
Photo of Ruth Starr Blake with birdcage (see provided image)
Wellesley entrance exam (see provided image)
Emmi Coombs site drawing of Rosemont (see provided image)
Lucy Patterson’s will
Needlework sampler
Sewing items
Clothing/fabric
Kitchen items

Distribute the Artifact? Analysis worksheet. Have students work individually or in pairs to analyze each
object and complete the information. Share responses and provide additional information.

Additional Artifact Information
•

Book: Like all the books in the Starr family collection, the flyleaf of this book shows the bookcase
letter and shelf number to show where it belongs in their library.

•

Stereoscope and cards: These items were popular entertainment for people of all ages during the
Starrs’ life and times.

•

Photograph of Ruth Starr Blake: Ruth, one of the six daughters of Frank and Clara Starr, loved
birds. When she grew up, Ruth and her husband, Arthur Blake, built and lived in this house on her
parents’ property.

•

Wellesley entrance exam: We know from one of Frank Starr’s letters in 1889 that he wanted his
daughters to attend Wellesley College. This is an important insight because there were few families
at that time who allowed their daughters to attend colleges and universities to pursue higher
education.

•

Emmie Coombs drawing of Rosemont: Frank and Clara Starrs’ niece, Emmie, drew a map of the
property behind Maplecroft. (See the building marked “Uncle Frank’s” for the Maplecroft location.)
Emmie provided great details on the flowers, fruits, and vegetables planted around the property.

•

Lucy Patterson’s will: Lucy Orton Patterson was listed as a servant in the Starrs’ household in the
1880 census. Her will tells us more about Lucy’s surviving family, where she lived and died, and
how much property she owned at her passing.

ARTIFACT? ANALYSIS
ARTIFACT: something made and used by people in the past.
Historians can study artifacts to learn about how people lived.
Closely examine each item. Answer the questions to determine whether the object could be classified as an
artifact. If you’re not sure, use your observation and analysis skills to make your best suggestion.
What is
this item?

What is it
made of?

Who might have
made it?

How was
it used?

What else can it
tell us?

Is this an
artifact?
(yes/no)

Activity Resource: Photograph of Ruth Starr Blake

Activity Resource: Wellesley College Entrance Exam
Wellesley College, “Wellesley Early Entrance Exam,” The Albert M. Greenfield Digital Center for the History of Women's Education,
accessed October 1, 2018, http://greenfield.brynmawr.edu/items/show/1439.

Activity Resource: Drawing of Rosemont by Emmie Coombs

Activity Resource: Will of Lucy Patterson

