Pre-Visit Guide

Grade 7

Overview: Maplecroft, Home to the Starrs
The Starr family, Frank and Clara and their ten children, were a prominent family in East Texas and the builders
of the historic home they named Maplecroft. During the late 19th century, the Starrs played an important role in
land and railroad development in the area.

Social Studies TEKS
(5) History. The student understands how events and issues shaped the history of Texas during the Civil War
and Reconstruction. The student is expected to:
(B) analyze the political, economic, and social effects of the Civil War and Reconstruction in Texas
(6) History. The student understands how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history of Texas from
Reconstruction through the beginning of the 20th century. The student is expected to:
(C) identify significant individuals, events, and issues from Reconstruction through the beginning of the
20th century, including the effects of the growth of railroads and the contributions of James Hogg
(12) Economics. The student understands patterns of work and economic activities in Texas. The student is
expected to:
(A) explain how people in different regions of Texas earn their living, past and present, through a
subsistence economy and providing goods and services;
(E) explain how developments in transportation and communication have influenced economic
activities in Texas
(21) Social studies skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information acquired
through established research methodologies from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology.
The student is expected to:
(A) differentiate between, locate, and use valid primary and secondary sources such as computer
software, databases, media and news services, biographies, interviews, and artifacts to acquire
information about Texas;
(B) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships,
comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions,
and drawing inferences and conclusions;
(D) identify points of view from the historical context surrounding an event and the frame of reference
that influenced the participants

Materials
•
•

Historical images for display/distribution
Graphic organizers

Vocabulary
•
•

parlor: a formal room in a house where visitors were entertained.
Transcription: a printed or typed copy of words that have been spoken or handwritten

Historical Context
Frank and Clara Starr married in New Orleans in 1868. Frank, along with his father James Harper Starr and
brother Amory, worked together as land and banking agents for real estate interests across the state. In the late
1860s, Frank Starr debated whether to move from their home in Nacogdoches to Galveston or to Marshall. He
seemed to prefer the society in Galveston, but decided that the East Texas town of Marshall would prove a
better location for their business headquarters and would also provide easier access to Clara’s family in New
Orleans via Shreveport’s river steamboats.
Marshall had other practical appeals. By 1854, Marshall had a telegraph link to New Orleans, which gave it
quick access to national news and made it the first town in Texas to have a telegraph. By 1860, Marshall was
one of the largest and wealthiest towns in East Texas. The town donated land and $300,000 of bond money
(over $5 million in today’s money to convince the Texas & Pacific Railway Company to base its operations in
town. In the 1870s, the Texas & Pacific Railroad (T&PRR) located in Marshall and the town became a primary
stop for rails that would eventually stretch across Texas, connecting Marshall to cities, people, and industries in
the east, north, and west. In choosing Marshall over Galveston, Frank also avoided the potential devastation that
his family might have experienced in the Great Galveston Hurricane of 1900, which destroyed over 3,600
buildings and was the deadliest natural disaster in U.S. history.
By 1872, the family had settled in Marshall and were living in their newly built home, Maplecroft. Frank and
Clara had ten children, but only six daughters survived into adulthood. Frank, along with his father James
Harper Starr and brother Amory, worked together as land and banking agents for real estate interests across the
state. Clara managed a house that included their children, numerous servants, her widowed mother Mrs. Clapp,
and a live-in teacher for their daughters. The Starrs became a prominent family in Marshall and were known for
their work in Texas land and railroad development after the Civil War.

Activity: At Home with the Starrs
15 minutes
Display/distribute the resource images of the Starr home and family members.
Ask the following questions for discussion as students analyze the photos:
• What details in the photos tell you about the Starr’s social standing? Give examples.
• What activities might have taken place in the parlor?
• What similarities and differences do you see between the Starr’s parlor and bedrooms and rooms in
today’s houses?
• Why are historical photographs valuable?

Primary Source Activity: Handwritten History
30 minutes
Display/distribute the five letters from James F. Starr and the main idea organizer.
Tell students that these are the transcribed text from James Starr’s handwritten letters. Preview the letters,
including the dates and any identified audiences. Review the historical context of the Starr’s decision to make
their home in Marshall, Tx, in the late 19th century.
Have students work individually or in pairs to read each letter and summarize the main idea. What purpose did
James F. Starr have in writing each letter? After completion, discuss the students’ findings. Extend the
discussion by brainstorming why historical letters are important to the interpretation and preservation of history.
Letter summaries:
• Letter 1, January 21, 1869 – Frank comments on their Galveston vs. Marshall decision.
•

Letter 2, March 17, 1870 – Frank mentions that Yankee soldiers would be leaving Nacogdoches for
northwest Texas. At this time while the south was under Reconstruction, the U.S. military closely
supervised local government and elections, and they tried to protect Republican office holders and
freedmen from violence.

•

Letter 3, May 15, 1870 – Frank, his father, and brother Amory intended to work in land development.
The C.B. and Co. mentioned is Clapp Brothers and Co., a business run by Clara’s family in New
Orleans. Discuss land as a resource in Texas.

•

Letter 4, July 19, 1870 – Frank confirms his father’s purchase of Block 51 in Marshall, where Frank and
Clara would build their home, Maplecroft.

•

Letter 5, June 26, 1872 – Marshall donated land and $300,000 worth of bonds to convince the Texas &
Pacific Railway Company (T.P.R.R.) to base its operations in town. Today, considering inflation, that
amount of money would be over $5 million.

ELA Extension: Imagining Alternate History
ELA TEKS
(15) Writing/Literary Texts. Students write literary texts to express their ideas and feelings about real or
imagined people, events, and ideas. Students are expected to:
(A) write an imaginative story that:
(i) sustains reader interest;
(ii) includes well-paced action and an engaging story line;
(iii) creates a specific, believable setting through the use of sensory details;
(iv) develops interesting characters

Alternate history is a subgenre of fiction in which one or more historical events occur differently than what
happened in reality.
Review the Starrs’ decision to move to Marshall rather than Galveston, Texas in 1870. Then ask students to
imagine that the reverse decision had been made. Instead of moving to Marshall and building Maplecroft, the
Starrs moved their family to Galveston that year.
Have students research what life was like in late 1800s Galveston and write a first-person letter as one of the
members of the Starr family describing their life in coastal Texas to a friend.

Assessment
Evaluate student media organizers and map for completeness and understanding.

Take-home Extension
Distribute Starr Family KWL charts. Tell students to complete the K and W columns of the chart and bring it
back to class. They will complete the chart as a Post-Visit activity.

Additional Resources & Extensions
The Portal to Texas History
https://texashistory.unt.edu
The Handbook of Texas Online
https://tshaonline.org/handbook
Library of Congress
https://loc.gov
East Texas Research Center—East Texas Digital Archives
http://digital.sfasu.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/EastTexRC
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Primary Source Image 1: James F. Starr letter, January 21, 1869

Primary Source Image 2: James F. Starr letter, March 17, 1870

Primary Source Image 3: James F. Starr letter, May 15, 1870

Primary Source Image 4: James F. Starr letter, July 19, 1870

Primary Source Image 5: James F. Starr letter, June 26, 1872

Handwritten History Main Idea Graphic Organizer
Read each letter written by James F. Starr from 1869-1872. In the graphic organizer, write the main idea Starr
was conveying in each letter.
Letter
1: January 21, 1869

2: March 17, 1870

3: May 15, 1870

4: July 19, 1870

5: June 26, 1872

Main Idea

Activity Resource: Starr Family KWL Organizer
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Site Visit Recommendations
•
•
•

Complete the pre-visit lesson or other introductory lessons prior to your field trip.
Divide students into small groups, each with an adult chaperone.
Make sure students bring pencils. Pens and markers are not allowed in the exhibits.

Information
To schedule a site visit field trip for your students, please call 903-935-3044.
For admission prices and hours of operation, please visit us online at http://visitstarrfamilyhome.com.

Contact Us
407 West Travis St.
Marshall, TX 75670
903-935-3044
starr-family-home@thc.texas.gov

