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Introduction

What Is Texas Archeology
Awareness Month?

Archeology is the way we learn about past
cultures by studying the remains they left behind
in places where they once lived or worked. For
many past cultures, archeological remains are the
only record. Texas's rich cultural diversity is repre-
sented by hundreds of thousands of archeological
and historic sites. Texas Archeology Awareness
Month (TAAM), celebrated annually in October, is
a time to work together to save our state's histo-
ry by making Texans aware of this rich heritage
and the need for its preservation:

* Preservation of prehistoric and historic
archeological sites offers significant cultural, edu-
cational, and economic benefits to all citizens.

« Each archeological site is a unique and
irreplaceable part of Texas history.

» Knowledge and understanding of our past
is threatened by the intentional and unintentional
destruction of sites.

» Many archeologists and organizations are
striving to preserve and protect Texas' archeolog-
ical sites.

The preservation of archeological sites is a
difficult task. Archeological sites on public
lands—including public schools—or in state and
federal project areas, are protected by law. But,
because archeological sites are often in isolated
places, it is difficult to enforce these laws. In
Texas, sites on private land—which is most of the
land in the state—are not protected.

The need for encouraging archeological
awareness can be realized by considering the
ways in which sites could be protected. For
example, a site area could be fenced, with a
locked gate. A small site could be covered with a
layer of protective fill and paved or cemented
over. A sign identifying the area as an archeologi-
cal site could be placed, asking people not to dis-

turb the site. An official State of Texas historical
marker could be placed at the site.

Or, instead of trying to protect every site
individually, we could educate Texans about their
heritage and the importance of preserving arche-
ological sites.Which of these methods do you
think would be most effective? We believe that,
with your help, education is the answer.

Please join the Office of the State
Archeologist (Texas Historical Commission), the
Texas Archeological Society, the Council of Texas
Archeologists, and other agencies and organiza-
tions in promoting public awareness and educa-
tion to encourage and support the protection of
archeological sites in Texas.

What Can Teachers Do?

Teachers can help accomplish the goals of TAAM
by conducting classroom activities that focus on
two ideas:

(1) Important information can be obtained
from prehistoric and historic archeological sites.

(2) It is harmful to our state's heritage to dig
into and destroy archeological sites for fun or
profit.

How To Use This Unit

This single unit replaces the packet of materials
previously distributed to teachers for use during
Texas Archeology Awareness Month.

Rather than being bound, the material is
pre-punched for inclusion in a three-hole binder.
This new format makes it possible for the
teacher to add new material as it becomes avail-
able from TAAM sponsors, or to include activities
and information acquired from other sources.

Part | includes background information on
archeology, prehistory/Native Americans, and his-
toric sites. Each of these three topics is treated
as if the text were included in a self-contained



"booklet.” This treatment should make it possible
to use any of the topics independently. To make
these "booklets" more useful for different grade
levels, they may be used (1) as background infor-
mation for the teacher; or (2) as material that
can be photocopied and distributed to students.
At the end of Part | a Glossary is provided.
The Glossary includes all words that appear in
boldface in the text. Many of the words are
defined at their first use in the text or their
meaning is apparent from the context.
Nevertheless, the glossary will allow both stu-
dents and teachers easy review of these some-
times complex concepts as they are reused

throughout this unit—and especially as they
occur in the classroom activities.

Part Il consists of classroom activities. Most
of these activities will be more meaningful if gen-
eral background information is provided from
Part |. However, most of them can be used with
only the information provided in the activity
guide itself.

Part Ill includes resources for teachers who
wish to use additional materials and information
that are not included in this booklet.

Part IV consists of additional items that can
be photocopied and used as supplemental hand-
outs for students.

BE AWARE!

It is unlawful in the State of Texas to excavate on
school grounds without an antiquities permit.
School grounds are public property. Teachers
wishing to plan student participation projects
involving excavation should arrange for students
to participate in field schools or volunteer in exca-
vations under the direction of a professional
archeologist. Archeological excavations are sci-
entific methods of obtaining information—they
are not fun and games. Teaching students to dig
can lead to the destruction of irreplaceable sites.



